
Jesus in the Midst of our Crises 

I. Introduction 

A. Normal situations in our lives we believe we can handle 

B. In abnormal or crisis situations we come to learn we can't always handle the 

situation 

C. It seems to me that many times God brings about these situations into our lives in 

order to remind us of that fact and to suggest to us that we should consider 

allowing God to handle even the normal situations 

D. It is interesting to me that God chose four gospel writers but only two who were 

with Him for the three years of His earthly ministry 

1. Matthew and John were part of the twelve disciples whom Jesus taught for 

three years, but Luke and Mark were not 

2. But God chose to use Luke and Mark to write half of gospels 
()-

a. Mark was the cousin of Barnab4s and went with Paul and he on 

their first mission journey, but it was believed that he was convert 

under the ministry of Peter and that much of his information came 

from Peter 

b. Luke was a constant companion of Paul, who greatly influenced his 

gospel 

E. But there are three accounts of the story we want to look at today 

1. Matt. 8:23-27 

2. Mark 4:35-41 



3. Luke 8:22-25 

II. The Storm in the Lake [Mark 4:35-41] 

A. "Go over to the other side" 

1. They were in Capemaum 

2. They were going to Gadara 

3. That would be Northwest to Southeast 

B. Sea of Galilee 

1. Its really a lake which is how Luke refers to it 

2. 13 miles long and 7 miles wide - about 60 sq. miles 

3. The shore line is 680 feet below sea level and the lake is 150 feet deep at 

its deepest 

4. When winds blow across the land area there either from the Med. sea or 

from the Arabian desert they have to drop down and thereby increase 

speed 

5. Storms appear unexpectedly and can be quite violent 

6. Waves can easily reach 20 feet in height 

C. Now all twelve of the disciples and Jesus were in this one boat 

1. That was a good size boat 

2. Many of these men had spent their lives on or around this lake and they 

knew it well 

3. They believed they were in real danger of perishing 

4. They were clearly fearful of this storm 

D. The change in the sea was dramatic 



1. It went from fierce gale with high waves and wind blown water, to perfect 

calm 

2. Those who live on the ocean have probably seen both, but never such an 

abrupt change 

3. This act by our Lord astounded the disciples 

III. Principals to live by: 

A. In crossing the lake, they were doing exactly what the Lord had instructed [Luke 

8:22] 

1. So why was there a storm 

2. Contrast the storm of Jonah and this one 

a. The storm of correction 

b. The storm of purification 

( 1) Abraham obeys God and leaves his home 

(2) he follows God to Canaan 

(3) he's in God's will, but a famine comes [Gen. 14] 

3. When the storm comes, it is easy to think that God has lost control and 

that the storm will have its way with you 

a. God never loses control - there is no storm He cannot control 

4. Believers, operating in God's will should expect storms 

5. The storm was sent to test the disciples' faith - they panicked in the face 

of the storm and did not respond in faith [8 :25] 

B. Although the storm caused the disciples to respond without faith, it also caused 

them to turn to the Lord 



1. When storms appear unexpectedly in your life wh{ do you turn to? 

2. When the storm comes you can worry and fret and assume you have been 

abandoned to fend for yourself, or 

3. You can trust Him, even though the situation looks hopeless 

4. One of the men in that boat later wrote in I Peter 5:7: 

Casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 

C. Jesus was asleep in the back of the boat 

1. The storm didn' t wake Jesus up 

2. He awoke at the sound of His followers pleas 

D. The storm identified the spiritual deficiencies in their lives 

1. Luke: "Where is your faith" 

2. Mark: "How is it that you have no faith" 

3. Matt.: "you men of little faith" 

4. Jesus was upset with their lack of faith - it was as if He was saying we 've 

gone over this so many times 

E. The passing of the storm, brings back faith of a stronger variety 
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