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Purpose: 

,THEOLOGY 408 

That the student will be able to: 

( 1) Think ?is way through, the areas of- systematic theology; 

(2) · · Identi·~y and defend his views in critiq,1 areas of theology; ·· · 
-1~ .. • : : · i . ~ .. ··:;_._ ·.. . . . : ~ } -:4.-·, : • . . . 

· · (3): .- ;T:r,ic·e . major historicat : developments a.it'd' ~o-nt·emporary . issues relat.ed 
. to the .do_ctrines surveyed; ' . . . . . . . 

'. . ; I. ; • . : -- ~ .• : •. \ I . . . • J • J. t . l 

{4) :•· s ·tate theviews .:o;t"_lf:ad ing i ~h;lars in_ the§e .f. ie.l~s·; · 

(5) De.fend. verbally his _viE?wpo:f,.nt . and · to . thin~---on· .h;i.s, fe:et :i~ disc_ussing 
theolo:g.ic~l ,issues. · ·. , · · · .. 

Texts:··. 

· ::tectµres in Systematic . Th~d!ogy by ll~ C .·_ · thiessei;i., revised · by j V. D . . Doerksen. 
Perspectives · on Evangelical Theology· edited by K. · Kan'tzei: a'..nd S. Gundry. 
The Rapture by·,C; Ryri.e . 

... ·. 

'· 

Requirements',: ~-

(1) Each class hour the student will be . responsible for the subject 
introduced by particular chapters in the text. This includes, but 
·is not limited to, being able to ou tli~e, expound and · def end each 
topic A You also need to be abl~ .to .analyze the .s~t:ong and weak 
point& of the presentation. · 

(2) · Class · se~sions will involve dialogue with t .he prqfessor and each 
other, debate, p·anel discussions, etc. on . .which you will be graded . 

. ·.-.. " 

(3) There will be periodic exams as indicated on the calendar and un
announced quizzes (not indicated on the ca:1.enaa:r ! ) : :' . 

Determination of grade: 

(1) Each of three exams counts 25% for a total of 75%. 

(2) Quii~es and class participation together count 25%. 

-' 



.. 
Ririe/Glickman To2ic Thiessen Su22lement (from 

Kantzer/Gundr:tz unless 
otherwise s2ecified) - January 12 Introduction and Theism 1-4 

January 14 Theism 3-4 14 

January 19 Bibliology 5-7 

January 21 Theology Proper 8 2 

January 26 Trinitarianism 9 

January 28 Sovereignty 10, 12, 28 

February 2 Creation 11, 15-17 

February 4 EXAM 

February 9 Angelo logy 13-14 

February 11 Hamartiology 18-20 

February 16 Christology 21-23 

February 18 Christo logy 24 

- February 23 Christology, contemporary 4, 5 

February 25 Atonement 25_-26 

March 9 Pneumatology 27 

March 11 Soteriology 29-31 

March 16 EXAM 

March 18 Soteriology 32-34 

March 23 Ecclesiology 35-38 13 

March 25 Ecclesiology same 

March 30 Ecclesiology, contemporary 11, 12 

April 1 Eschatology 39 

. April 6 Eschatology, millennialism 40-42 16 

April 15 Eschatology, pre-tribu-
lationism 43 The Ra2ture (all) 

- April 20 Eschatology 44-47 .. 
April . 22 EXAM 

April 27 To Be Announced 

April 29 To Be Announced / 
- /4.i - ~ ~ 



Questions on the Postscript 

1. Where does the author teach, and what is his theological position? . 

2. What is his differentiation between systematic theology and dogmatics? 

3. What is Chafer's de finition of systematic theology? 

4. What is my definition of biblical theology? 

5. What is the difference between the Roman and Eastern church's basis of 'authority? 

6. What is the "crisis" in neoorthodoxy7 

Chapter l 

1. Where did the author last teach? Who was his second wife? 

2. Give a one sentence explanation of the 4 naturalistic arguments for the 
ex istence of God and Scripture for as many as possible. 

3. List 7 areas in which God has revealed Himself. 

4. List some specifics in the content of general revelation. 

Chapter 3 

1. What are some of the writings of the author .not listed in this text? 

2. Over what period of time and by how many human authors was the Bible written? 

3. What is Hughes' definition of inspiration? 

4. What is your definition? 

S. Where does the Bible claim inerrancy? 

6. List steps in an argument for showing the inspiration of all of the N.T. 

7. What do the Dead Sea scrolls contribute to inspiration and biblical criticism? 

8. On what bases do you reject the O.T, apocrypha? 

Chapters 4 and 5 

1. Briefly define God's attributes of holiness, love, sovereignty, simplicity, 

2. What is the difference between omnipresence and pantheism? 

3. Relate immutability and repentance of God. 

Chapter 6 

1. Outline and evaluate the o.r. contribution to the doctrine of the trinity. 

2, Relate Sabellianism to t-'10narchianism. 

3. Who was Schleiermacher and what was his view of the trinity? 

4. What are possible translations of Dcut. 6:41 

I 

I 

--------
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Chapters 7 and 8 

Write at least one good argument for the pro and the con of the following 

propositions. 

1. The decree of God is all-inclusive. 

2, Election is corporate, not individual. 

3, The decree of God is based on foreknowledge (as usually conceived). 

4. The words "in love" should go with Eph, 1:5. 

Chapters 9 and 14 

1. How would you classify Kuhn as far as the creationist question is concerned? 

2, Define a mutation. 

3. Define the second law of thermodynamics. 

4. Why doesn't the introduction of energy from the sun invalidate the creationist's 

use of the second lat~? 

5. Give a present-day comparison of the capacity of the ark. 

6. List all specific references outside Genesis to Adam and Eve. 

Chapters 10 and 11 

1. Where is Ramm teaching now? 

2~ What is Berkouwer's view of Scripture? 

3. Answer 8-year-old Johnny's question, "What did angels ever do for me7" 

4. Some Scriptural evidence that demons may be fallen angels, 

5. What are some specific lacks in these 2 chapters? 

Chapters 15 and 18 

1. According to Allis what is the covenant of works and scriptural 
support for it? 

2, According to Allis what is the covenant of grace and the scriptural 
support for it? 

3, Evaluate Allis' representation of dispensationalism. 

4. According to Carson what is the relation between the covenant of grace 
and what we call the biblical covenants? 

Chapters 16 and 17 

1. How does Buswell define sin? 

2~ How does he interpret "serpent" in Gen. 37 

3. How does he understand Ezek 28 and Isa 14? 

4. How does he relate to the statement that God is the author of sin? 

5. What is the difference between realism and federalism? 
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S. What is the difference between re alism and federalism? 

Chapters 23 and 34 

1. What 
atonement? 

passages are significant in relation to substitutionary 

2. What passages limit the extent of the atonement? 

3. What passages are the most difficult to explain in a limited view? 

4. What are the views as to who is (or are) reconciled by the death of Christ? 

5. What is another l"abel for "definitive sanctification"? 

6 . A verse each to show that the Father, Son, Spirit and believer share in 

the process of sanctification. 

7. Be able to explain Heb 6 and 10 in relation to eternal security. 

Chapters 36, 37 and 38 

1. What is Packer's theological position? 

2 . Be able to debate this proposition: There is no practical importance 
for the individual believer of the concept of the body of Christ . 

3 . Evaluate Carnell's statement: "Worldwide Christian fellowship is the 

ideal for the church." 

4 . An explanation that does not teach baptismal regeneration for Acts 2 : 38; 

22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21. 

5. Several arguments for non-immersion as the proper mode of baptism. 

Chapter 41 

1. What alternatives are there in amillennialism for the fulfillment 

of the Abrahamic covenant? 

2. How do pretribs and posttribs each use 1 Thess. 5 :1- 10 t o support their 

position? 

3 . Briefly compare the premill and amill interpretations of Dan . 9:24-27. 

4. What is the two-compartment idea concerning believers who died in 0 .T . times? 



SOME BASIC BOOKS IN THEOLOGY 
(Listed more or less in order of priority for purchase) 

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY (works coveri'ng the entire field) 

Chafer, Thiessen, Strong, Buswell, Berkhof, (all about equal priority after Chafer), 
then consider Hodge (A.A. and Charles), Shedd, Boettner, Warfield, Calvin. 
Two brief books on doctrine for Bible classes are Chafer (Major Bible Themes ) 
and Ryrie (A Survey of Bible Doctrine) 

BIBLIOLOGY 

Pache, The Inspiration and Authority . of Scripture 
Warfield, The Authority and Inspiration of the Bible 
Pinnock, A Defense of Biblical Infallibility; Biblical Revelation 
Lightner, The Savior and the Scriptures 
Harris, The Inspiration and Canonicity of the Bible 
Gaussen, The Plenary Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures 
Vos , Can I Trust My Bible? 

THEOLOGY PROPER 

Tozer, The Knowledge of the Holy 
Lightner, The First Fundamental: God 
Packer, Knowing God 
Boa, God, I Don't Understand 

CHRISTOLOGY 

Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord 
Warfield, The Person and Work of Christ 
Orr , The Virgin Birth of Christ and The Resurre ction of Jesus 
Gromacki, The Virgin Birth 

PNEUMATOLOGY 

Walvoord, The Holy Spirit 
Pache, The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
Owen , The Holy Spirit 
Ryrie, The Holy Spirit 
Dillow, Speaking in Tongues 

ANGELO LOGY 

Barnhouse, The Invisible War 
Dickason , Angels, Elect and Evil 
Unger on Demons 
Ernest, I Talked With Spirits 

ANTHROPOLOGY 

Da vidheiser, Evolution and Christian Faith 
Wr itings of Morris and Whitcomb (e.g. The Early Earth; The World That Perished; 

Biblical Cosmology and Modern Science) 
Wilde r Smith, Man's Origin, Man's Destiny 
Sauer , The King of the Earth 



SOTERIOLOGY 

Morris, The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross 
Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God 
Lightner, The Death Christ Died 
Horne, Salvation 
Gromacki, Salvation Is Forever 

ECCLESIOLOGY 

Saucy, The Church in God's Program 
Kuen, I Will Build My Church 
Morris, Ministers of God 

ESCHATOLOGY 

Walvoord, Pentecost, Hoyt (The End Times), Wood (Is the Rapture Next?), 
Pache (The Future Life and The Return of Jesus Christ), McClain (The Greatness 
of the Kingdom), Price (The Coming Anti-Christ) 

BIBLICAL THEOLOGY 

Ryrie, Biblical Theology of the New Testament 
Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament 
Payne, The Theology of the Older Testament 
Stevens, The Theology of the New Testament 
Oehler, Old Testament Theology 
Vos, Biblical Theology 

CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY 

Brown, Colin, Philosophy and the Christian Faith 
Reymond, Robert L., Introductory Studies in Contemporary Theology 
Conn, Harvie, Contemporary World Theology 
Leitch, Addison, Winds of Doctrine 
Gundry/Johnson, Tensions in Contemporary Theology 
Wirt, Sherwood, The Social Conscience of the EvangelicalFurness, Charles, The Christian and 

SOME OTHER VERY USEFUL WORKS 

Baker's Dictionary of Theology 
The New Bible Dictionary 
Wycliffe Bible Commentary 
Wycliffe Historical Geography of Bible Lands 
Wycliffe or Zondervan Encyclopedia 
The following commentary sets: Alford, Expositor's Greek Testament, A Bible 
Commentary for English Readers (ed. by Ellicott), Everyman's Bible Commentary, 
Robertson's Word Pictures, The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges (O.T. 
only), Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools and Colleges (N.T.) 
For further help see Cyril J. Barber, The Minister's Library 

C. C. Ryrie 
Jan. 1979 
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, THEOLOGY 408 

Purp<;>se: That the student. will be able to (1) think hi~ wa':{ through the 
: \reas of systematic theology; . (2) identify and defend his views in criticial 

A ,-~reas of theology; (3) trace major historical de~elopments and 
W : ~oµtemporary issues related to the doctr~nes surveyed; (4) state 

,, 
•I] 

-

·•the views of leading scholars in these fields; (5) defend verbally 
his viewpoint arid to think on his feet in dtscussin theological 

issues. 

I. 
. ·• : :• • ;-t· , , I; • 

Text: Basic Chr:istian Doctrines _by . C.ai:1 .fl,.enry ~- '. Certa_in ,cqap.ters., . ai;; , anf;1ounced, 
will be dmitt'ed. ·. ', _, ,·:;, , . ,. ' : .,< .. , -qi ; 

Requirements: ' ·o; iE,a.ch 'Gfa~s noui the·. ,;t:44.e-nr w~l.l be r~sponsi,.bl~ -: f~r ,;.~h~ ,·.
subject i,ntroduced : by . parti.Gular chap~ers in the text. This includes, but is 
not limited ·:t::Q, . beirig ' aql~ ,t,o '~utli~e,::;·exp~und _and d~fend ~ach. topic. You _ also 
need : to 'know ·somet:hitjg ·.;;1.b9ut each _atittioi' -.(minist:r:r,. writings) ax:id ,be ,able•; to 
analyze'' '. the·. :k:t'ron:g an_d . ~e:ak points o{ hi-,s ·ip~ese~tation. . . . . ., ' . '. , '·' •: ··· 
(2) Before each class you will answer . on ·a separate .sheet of paper the 
_quist io_ns; appl~:cable to the chapte~(s)° 1?eir\g , cit'~cussed, _on:_!:he -Q\l~:&ti~~v.:aire. 
(3) Class ·s_t:!ss1.ons _will involve dialog. with the · professor and each other, debate, 

'pane 1 a i :s•cus s ioris, etc. on whi _ch you .r1:p .,l _ be . g_r}lcfe_d. , _ .; ... . .·. , 
'(4) ·There will be periodic exams as indicated on the calendar & unannounced 
_quiz·z~s· (not i'udicated on the calendar!). · 
(5)_. Grading will be op. the basis _ o_f exams, qµizzes, , cl~9,s pa_rti,cipat,Lo.n .on 
~ · p~r.c'ent'age_ to be ann6.unced. . . . . . . . . . ··-; . _: , . · 
! ,.• 1 • I • • • : ~ • • ~ • t ' • • • • • • 

Bibiiography is distrulbuted separately. I will also give you some data on 
s~le~~ed contemporary theologies as we have time. 

Calendar: 
\ .! :. .. . ' - - - : .. # ;• 

"!.:"' . 

Jan. 15 Chapter 1 April .. 1 Chapter . ~4 
17 Postscript · 10 36-37 
22 Chapter 3 
24 4-5 

15 cont. Tht:!O. 
17 Chapter 38 ;, •·1 

~ ,I, • 29 6 
31 : 7-8 

22 Exam 
24 Ch:tpte't . '40 inci · 4z · -

Feb. -5 Exa,;n -- -· -
·7 Contemporary the.ology 

29 41 
May 1 Contempor ar.y theol. 

12 Chapt~ rs 9 anc\ 14 
1,4 10 and 11 . 

19 Contemporary theol.ogy 
2·1· Chapters 15 and 18 

26_ Hi-17 
28 1-9·-20 

Mar, 1,1 21 
13: . - -. -~- 23 

l? - Exam 
20.· Chapter :, 25 

2·,5 26-27 
27 28 and 32 



Questions qri the Postscript 

1. where does the author teach, and what is his theolbg ical position? 

2. What is his differentiation between sys tematic theology and dogmatics? 

3, What is Chafer ' s definition of systematic theoloey? 

4. What is my definition of biblical theology? 

S; What is the diffe rence between the Roman and Eastern church's basis of authority? 

6 . What is the "crisis " in neoorthodoxy'? 

Chap ter 1 

1. Where did the author last teach? Who was his second wife? 

2, Give a one sentence explanation of the 4 na turalistic arguments for the 
existence of God and Scripture for as many as possible. 

3. List 7 areas in which God has revealed Himself . 

4. List some specifics in the content of r,eneral revelation. 

Chapter 3 

1. What are some of the writings of the a~thor not listed in this text? 

2, Over what pe•riod of time and by how many human authors was the Bible written? 

3. What is Hughes ' definition of inspiration? 

4. What is your definition ? 

5. Where does the Bible claim incrrancy? 

6. List steps in an argument for showing the inspiration of all of the N.T. 

7. What do the Dead Sea scrolls contribute to inspiration and biblical criticism? 

8. On what bases do you reject the O.T . apocrypha? 

Chapters 4 and 5 

1. Briefly de f ine God's attributes of holine ss , love, sovereignty, simplicity. 

2, What is the difference between omnipresence and pantheism? 

3. Relate immut ability and repentance of God . 

Chapter 6 

1. Outline and evaluate the O.T. contribution to the doctrine of the trinity. 

2, Relate Sabellianism to Monarchianism . 

3, Who was Schleiermacher and what was his view of the trinity? 

4. What are possible translations of Deut. 6:l,1 



Chapt ers 7 and 8 

Write at le as t one good argument f or the pro and the con of the f ollowinr, 

propositions. 

1. The decree of God is all-inclusive. 

2. Election is corporate, not individual. 

3. The decree of God is based on foreknowled~e (as usually conceived). 

4. The words "in love" should go with Eph . 1:5. 

Chapters 9 and 14 

1. llow would you classify Kuhn as far as the creationist question is concerned? 

2, Define a mutation. 

3. Define the second law of thermodynamics. 

4. Why doesn't the introduction of energy from the sun invalidate the creationist's 

use . of the second law? 

S. Give a present-day comparison of the capacity of the ark. 

6. List ail specific references outside Genesis to Adam and Eve. 

Chapters 10 and 11 

1. Where is Ramm teaching now? 

2, What is Berkouwer's view of Scriptur~? 

3. Answer 8-year-old Johnny' s question, "What did angels ever do for me?" 

4. Some Scriptural evidence that demons may be fallen angels. 

5. What are some specific lacks in these 2 chapters? 

Chapters 15 and 18 

1. According to Allis what is the covenant of works and scriptural 
support for it? 

2. Accordine to Allis what is the covenant of grace and the scriptural 
support for it? 

3. Evaluate Allis' repre sentation of dispensationalism. 

4 . Accordine to Carson what ( s the rela tion between the covenafit of grace 
and what we call the biblical co·venants? 

Chapters 16 and 17 

1. How does Buswell define sin? 

2. How does he interpret "serpent" in Gen. 3? 

3. How does he unders·tand Ezek 28 and Isa 14? 

4 . How does he relate to the statement that God is the author of sin? 



Chapter 19 

1 . What is your interpretation of Isa. 7:14? 

2, Explain Docetism and show how specific N.T. passages refute it . 

3. What was the purpose of the virgin birth? 

Chapter 20 

1 . Be able to exegete every phrase in Phil . 2:6-8 . 

2. Does kenosis mean that Christ performed His miracles in the power of the Spirit? 

Chapter 21 

1. Be able to exegete Rom. 4:25. 

2. What are some of the significances of the ascens-ion? 

3. Explain the relation of the Spirit to the death of Christ. 

Chapter 23 

1. What anti passages are significant in relation to substitutionary atonement? 

2. What passages limit the extent of the atonement? 

3. What are the limited and unlimited interpretations of 2 Pet . 2 :1 and 1 John 2:2? 

4 . What are the views as to who is (or are ) reconciled by the death of Christ? 

Chapter 25 

1. Be able to explain the problems in Acts 8:14-17 and 19:1-6 . 

2. Discuss whether or not the Spirit is referred to in Rom . l :4 and JL Pet. 3 :18. 

3. What is the anointing of the Spirit? 

4. What criteria would have to be evident for you to authenticate a biblical 
example of tongues today? 

.Chapters 26 and 27 

1. Explain the details of John 16 :8-11 . 

2 . What verses , using the word call , show a general call and an effectual call? 

3 . What is the relation between efficacious call, regeneration , faith? 



Chapters 28 and 32 

1. What are the biblical words and passages that support the doctrine of 
regeneration? 

2. What is the Lutha~an doctrine of regeneration? 

3. Be able to explain Rom. 3:21-26 in detail. 

Chapter 34 

1. Wh at is another labe l for "definitive sanctification?" 

2. Give a verse to show that the Father, Son, and Spirit and believer each 
have a part in the process of sanctification. 

3. Be able to explain Heb. 6 and 10 in relation to eternal security. 

Chapter 36 

1. What is Packer's theological position? 

2. Be able to explain Ga. 3:16-29. 

3. Be able to debate this proposition: There is no practical importance t o :.he 
individual believer of the concept of the body of Christ. 

Chapter 37 

1. Evaluate Carnell ' s statement: "Worldwide Christian fellowship is the ideal for 
the church." . 

2. Be able to debate: "There is no scriptural support for congregational 
church government." 

3. Be sure you understand the meaning of each of the qualifications for elders. 

Chapter 38 

1. Give an explanation that does not teach baptismal regeneration for Acts 
2:38; 22il6; 1 Pet. 3:21. 

2. Give arguments for non-immersion as the proper mode of baptism, 

Chapter 40 

1. Trace what happens to and 0,T. believer between death and resurrection. 



Chapter 41 

1. What alternatives are there in amillennialis~ for the fulfillment of the 
Abraha~ic covenant? 

2. How do pretribs and posstribs each use 1 Thess. 5:1-10 to support their 
position? 

3. Compare the premill and amill interpretations of Dan, 9:24-27, 

Chapter 42 

1. Chart the future judgments of believers, living Jews at the second coming, 
living Gentiles at the second coming, unbelievers as to time, place, 
judge, basis, consequences. 


