
SALVATION'S GREAT WORDS

ADOPTED

I. What it Means

It is that action of God which places a believer in His family wi^i
full adult privileges. The Greek word simply means "placing as a
son."

II. Hov/ It Was Practiced

A. In ancient societies. Moses, a slave, was adopted by Pharaoh's
daughter. In Greek and Roman societies adoption was usually
limited to citizens. A person might be adopted by a childless
family to perpetuate the line or simply because of affection
for the adopted person. The natural family had no claim on the
person after he was adopted.

B. In Hebrew society. There is no Hebrew word corresponding to the
Greek word for adoption. The problem of the family line for
childless couples was solved by the Levriate marriage law,
or by the practice of polygamy. Mordecai did adopt Esther
{Esther 2:15).

III. Paul's Teaching on Adoption (the doctrine is only found in Paul)

A. God adopted Israel as a nation, Roinans 9:4.

B. God adopts believers (Rom. 3:15), something He predestined
(Eph. 1:5), on Che basis of the death of Christ (Gal. 4:4-5).
The full effects of our adoption await tne resurrection
(Rom. 8:23).

IV. '"'hat Adoption Means to Us

A. It means placing us in a family to which we did not naturally
belong (see Eph. 2:3).

B. It means freedom froin former relationships, especially to tne
Law (Gal. 4:5),

C. It means we have full rights and privileges in God's family
(Rorn. 8:15).

D. It means that God had us in his mind and neart before the
foundation of the v/orld (Eph. 1:5).



IMPORT.Vrr AfjPECTS OF THE DEATH OF CillUST

JUSTIFICATIOi'l

I, The Meaning of Justiification.

It means to announce the verdict of "not guilty." Justification does
not make a person righteous but announces the fact that lie is rigtiteous.
Notice I'teut. 25:1; 1 Kings 8:32; Proverbs 17:15.

II. The Problem.

Job 9:2. How can a [Person be just before a lioly God? How can God
remain righteous and yet justify sinners? God has 3 options: (1) condemn
everylDody because all are sinners; (2) compromise His iioliness; or (3)
change sinners into righteous people.

Ill, The Proceedure in Justification, Rom. 3:21-2G.

1. His plan is apart from all legal complications, v. 21.

2. The prerequisite is "tiirougti faitti", v. 22.

3. The price is the death of Christ. "Hotiiinj in my Iiand I bring;
simply to the cross I cling." Freely, v. 24, means witliout a cause (in us)
(John 15:25).

4. The position we are brouglit into is to be placed in Clirist, 2
Cor, 5:17.

5. The pronouncement. "This sinner is righteous." It is not magical
nor ficticious. It is actual and real. And the pronouncement is
justification, v. 25.

IV. The Proof of Justification.

Rom. 6:7; James 2:24. James' courtroom is different from Paul's.



SALVA'i'ION'S GIUEAT WOllDG

VII. FOlJGIVUNiCSS

I. Its Meaning
To forgive is to pardon, to remit, to restore a relationstiip.

II. Forgiveness in the Old Testament
A. It depended on a payment for the penalty of sin. Lev. 4:2U.

The Scicrifices foreshaciowed the work of Christ, Acts 17:3U
which only could make full and final payment for sins (Ueb. lt):3).

B. It was a thorough forgiveness. Psalm lt;3:12.

III. Forgiveness in the Mew Testament

A. The meanings of the vjords used.
1. It means our sins are "sent away", Eph. 1:7.
2. It means v;e have been graciously given forgiveness,

Eph. 4:32; Col. 2:13.

B. The basis for forgiveness: Christ and His death.
Mote Eph. 4:32; Acts 13:33; Mark 2:10; Eph. 1:7.

C. The completeness of forgiveness.
1. Its relation to "remembering sins" no more. Heb. 3:12; 10:17;

compare Luke 23:42, Remember in blessing or not remembering in
relation to judgment.There can be nothing an onuiiscient God
does not know. "He rememl^ered me in his will."

2. Its relation to the record of history, IJeut. 34:4;
1 John 5:16.

IV. Forgiveness within the Family of God

A. Confession of sin to God brings forgiveness and restored
fellowship with our Father, 1 John 1:5-10.
1. The standard for our walk—in the light.
2. The meaning of confession.

R. Forgiveness of others. Matt, 18:21-35; Eph, 4:32.
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HAS THE LAW REALLY ENDED?

1. CONSIDERATION OF SOME KEY TERMS

A. Law.

1. That which Is enacted by men, l.uke 20:22 (tribute to Caesar).
2. Law written on heart. Rom 2:4.Conscience and morality.
3. Law of the millennium. Isa. 2:3.
4. Laws governing the millennial temple, Ezek43:) 1-12.
5. Law of Christ. Gal 6:2.

6. Perfect law. law of liberty, Jas 1:25. OT and teachings of X.
7. Law of sin, Rom. 7:23. Flesh.
8. Law of Moses. Ex 20:1-17 (comm), 21:1-23:33 (ordin), 25-31 (ceremonies).

B. End. Rom 10:4 (le^oa)
1. Option #1. Goal or result, "this discussion was held to the end that"
2. Option #2. Termination or conclusion, "the end of the discussion"
3. Option #3. Some blending of both 1, 2. If Micah 5:2 reaches its goarin birth of X, also

reaches its conclusion as a prophecy. X's coming is the goal of the Law. Gal 3:24-25 and
conclusion bee after His coming Law does not provide salvation or means of sanctificalion.

4. Preference. Termination or conclusion. Luke 16:16; Gal. 3:24-25. Law is righteous but not
a means of justification. So ended.

C. Fulfilled or accomplished. Matt. 5:17-8.7i:?.epoo in 17, yivopai in 18.
Law and prophets=OT, Ml I 1:13; 22:40.Lk 16:16.
Fulfill and come to pass. Finish, not confirm or establish as Bahnsen say.s= confirming and

ratifying the continuing validity of OT law. Thus OT law should be applied to all nations now and
ch should strive to accomplish that.

How did X fulfill? (1) Obeyed law. (2) Fulfilled its types. (3) Paid penally of law for sin.

II. THEOLOGICAL STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MOSAIC LAW

A. Law is a Unit. p. 241.2 parts not done away and only moral remains. All parts required obed.
Death for breaking Sabbath, for not resting land, for Nadab and Abihu. Jas 2:10.
B. Law is Ended, pp 242-43.

1. Jerusalem council.Acts 15:10, 15,24.
2. Romans 10:4. Acts 13:39.

includes 10 comm and KCtirtpyeo ^abolish, set aside, wipe out, make ineffective, i^owerless.
Gal 3:19 until Seed comes. Word in Rom 3:3. 31; 6:6; 7:2, 6; I Cor 2:6; 6; 13: 13:8, 10. I I;
15:24, 26; Eph 2:15; 2 Fim 1:10; Heb 2:14; 2 Thcss 2:8. Not annihilated but put out of
commission. True of Satan, old nature, law.

4. Heb. 7:11-12. If law not done away, neither is Levitical priesthood. If X our high priest,
then no Mosaic law.

In summary: Law is holy, command holy, rteous, good, Rom 7:12. In OT }oy of heart, Ps 19:8;
delight, J 19:47; bliss, 32:1; crowning of grace, 103:4 refreshing, 19:8.

111. THE PROBLEM
NT quotes 9 of 10 and commandments from other "parts" of the Law, Rom 13:9 (Ex 20, Lev 19).
Dcut 6 in Mk 12. How can Law be done away, yet quoted. Why not all 10?

IV. SOME PROPOSED SOLUTIONS

1. Ignore the problem. "The Christian is under Ihc evangelical obligation of love and the written



law becomes his guide, a rule of gratitude." Baker's Diet ofTlicol. 2 Cor 3, Heb 7 ignored in the
discussion.

2. Calvin. Part of law ended. 10 binding on church today, tho Sabbath non-literal.
Mora! law abrogated only in its effect of condemning people. Ceremonial law abrogated in effects
and use. Did not consider Sunday a continuation of Sabbath (unlike most Reformed).

3. John Murray. 10 abolished but he sees them applicable in some deeper sense, whatever that
means. "Hence the abolition of these regulations is coincident with the deeper understanding of the
sanctity of the Commandments. It is this same line of thought that must also be applied to the
fourth comm. Abolition of certain Mosaic regulations? Yes! But his is no way affects the sanctity
of the commandment nor the strictness of observance that is the complement of that sanctity."
Collected Writings. 1:212. New Bible Did: "The precepts of the Decalogue have relevance to the
bet as the criteria of that manner of life which love to God and to our neighbour dictates."

4. EJ Young on Sabbath, New Bible Did. "Sunday "is the Lord's Day, and as such is the sabbath
which God had instituted at creation. The commands regarding it have never been
abrogated....|its| blessing is obtained by a resting on the sabbath from all one's regular secular
toil." Westminster Shorter Catechism calls Sunday the "Chrisian Sabbath" (Q 59). Q 60 asks how
to sanctify it. "By a holy resting all that day, even from such worldly employments and recreations
as are lawful on other days."

4. Mine. Think code. Adam lived under a code. Noah also. Abr Gen 26:5. Mosaic. Today.
Millennium.

Solution. (l)Mosaic Code in its entirely done away.
(2) Law of X operative today. Contains some old commands, Rom 13>9; some new ones, I Tim
4:4; some revised ones, Rom 13:4 (Cap pun).
(3) Laws of Mosaic done away. If any particular law that was part of Law appears in code today it
is binding, in a literal, not non-literal nor deeper, sense.

Illus. Children growing up. Bedtime.
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