
A Study of Biblical Giving 

Does God ask the same things from a Christian and an 0. T. sai1lt? 

Two Timeless Principles 

#1 A Tnith: God is the source of all we have. 

I Chronicles 29:14 " ... For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have 
given to You. " 

I Corinthians 4:7 " .. . and what do you have that you did not receive?" 
James 1:17 " ... and every good thing is from above ... " 

#2 A Response: We must first give our best to God. 

Genesis 4:3-5 "So it came about in the course of time that Cain brought an offering to the \Lord\ of the 
fruit of the ground. And Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat 
portions. And the \Lord\ had regard for Abel and for his offering; but for Cain and for his offering He 
had no regard. 

II Corinthians 8:5 " ... but they first gave themselves to God." 

I. Giving Before the Law of Moses is Given 
A. Religious Observances: 

1. Sabbath (7th day) (Exodus 16:23-36) 
2. Tithe (10%) 
3. Animal Sacrifices 

B. Total Given Annually: not clear, as 10% was given on special occasions 

Genesis 14:20 The first mention of the tithe (1/10) in the OT is Abram giving a tenth of the spoils of 
the battle as a victory offering to God and to thank God's king/priest Melchizedek for protection at 
Salem. The occasion was the rescue of Lot and the people from captivity. [This was even before the 
Abrahamic Covenant.] 

Genesis 28:22 As a part of his vow, Jacob promises to give a tithe to 11God's house" as God prospers 
him. 

Exodus 16:23-36 An 11omer11 (probably about 2 quarts but known to be a tenth of an ephah) of manna was 
retained in the Ark of the Covenant as directed by God. 

II. Giving Under the Law of Moses 
A. Religious observances: The entire Law. The Sabbath, tithe, and animal 
sacrifice were incorporated into the Law when it was given to Moses. 

B. Total given annually: approx. 22% (on average) 

Tithe #1 Leviticus 27:30-33 given to the Levites from their labor. (Note: Levites were not given an 
inheritance) If money was substituted in the tithe rather than the actual finest fruit of their labor 
(crops, fruit, oil, wine) and all herds, 20% additional was required of that portion. 

Numbers 18:21-32 The Levites in tum tithed to the Priests out of the tithe which they had 
been given. 



Tithe #2 Deuteronomy 12:5-7: 14:22 given out of the 90% remaining to the place of sanctuary for a 
sacred meal in Jerusalem. 

Tithe #3 Deuteronomy 14:22-29 every third year a third tithe for the year was required and kept in 
the community to feed the Levites, strangers, orphans, and widows. 

Offerings Leviticus 7:31-33 (cf. also Nehemiah 13:10) This included the wave and heave offerings 
and possibly first fruits as well. All were in addition to the tithes for that year. 

Malachi 3:6 This seventh complaint of God in Malachi against the sons of Jacob. exhorts those robbing 
God to obey the Law of Moses. 

Malachi 3:7-10 v.10 "Test God!" - to prove His faithfulness. 
The "storehouses" were either rooms within the Temple or adjacent buildings where the tithes were 
stored. 

III. Giving After the Fulfillment of the Law of Moses (Romans 10:4; Galatians 2:19) 
Gal 2:19 "For through the La,w I died to the La,w, that I might live to God. 
Rom. 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

A. Religious Observances: 
1. Believer's baptism 
2. The Lord's Supper 
3. Obedience to the Law of Christ (Galatians 6:2; James 1:25) which is 

our spiritual service. 

B. Total Given Annually: Varies according to proportion and sacrifice. 

C. Tithing in the New Testament: Tithing is mentioned eight times in the New Testament. 
Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42; 18:12 are all references to what the Pharisees were doing to 
fulfill the Mosaic Law. In Hebrews 7:5-6, 8-9, tithing is used to prove by comparison 
the inferiority of the Levitical (OT) priesthood to the Melchizedekian (NT) 
priesthood of Christ. (Note: It does not say that we pay our tithes in Christ who is of 
the order of Melchizedek.) 

D. Giving in the New Testament 
1. Giving is the responsibility of eve:r:y Christian -

a. "let every one of you" (I Corinthians 16:2) 
The responsibility and privilege of each person before Go.cl. 

b. Giving is a spiritual gift. (Romans 12:8) 
c. Giving is required of the rich. (I Timothy 6:17-19) 
d. Giving is required of the poor. (II Corinthians 8:2) 

2. Giving is to be proportionate -
(I Corinthians 16:2) "as he may prosper" 

a. Any percentage depending on the individual case: 8,15, 59% 
b. The amount may vary from month to month as needs and 

income varies - a change in proportion as income varies. 
c. Spirit-led "determined in his own heart" (II Corinthians 9:7) 
d. "And in the proportion that anyone had means" 

(lit. Gr.- "as one was prospered") (Acts 11:29) 

3. Giving is to be sacrificial -
a. "by working hard ... you must help the weak." (Acts 20:35) 
b. "And do not neglect ... sharing, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased." (Hebrews 13:16) 



4. Giving is according to need -
a. "and lay them at the apostles feet, and they would be 

distributed to each, as any had need" (Acts 4:32-35). 
b. " ... each of them determined to send a contribution for the 

relief of the brethren living in Judea." (Acts l-1:29) 
c. "Let us do good to all men, and especially to those who are of 

the household of the faith" (Galatians 6:10) 
(notice the priority) 

d. "Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double 
honor" (I Timothy 5:17). "You sent a gift more than once 
for my Paul's) needs" {Philippians 4:15,16). 

5. Giving is to be in private deposit on Sunday -
a. "On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside 
and save" (I Corinthians 16:2). 

(The Greek word for "put aside" means to gather or lay up, to treasure. The reflexive pronoun 
translated "of you" indicates that the gift is to be kept in private deposit.) 

b. A fund from which gifts of all kinds can be made, both regular 
-,., · and periodic, gives great liberty to respond as the Spirit 

leads. 

6. Giving is to be reg:ular -
a. "On the first day of the week" (I Corinthians 16:2) 

7. Giving is part of Christian worship-
a. Our presentation to God for "spiritual service of worship" 

involves service to God and exercising our spiritual gifts 
(Romans 12:1-8). 

b. Giving (I Corinthians 16:2), and assembling as believers for 
worship (Hebrews 10:25), are the two activities prescribed 
for 11the first day of the week" Sunday. 

c. "that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will repay you" (Matthew 6:4). 

d. " .. .lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven ... for where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also ... You cannot serve 
God and money." (Matthew 19-24) 

8. Giving is to be done cheerfully - (II Corinthians 9:6-15) 
'I Now this {I say,} he who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly; and he 
who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 
Let each one {do} just as he has purposed in his heart; not grudgingly or under 
compulsion; {as was true under the Law) for God loves a cheerful giver. And 
God is able to make all grace abound to you, that always having all sufficiency 
in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; as it is written, 
" \He scattered abroad, he gave to the poor\, \His righteousness abides 
forever. Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food, will supply 
and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your 
righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which 
through us is producing thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is 
not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing through 
many thanksgivings to God. Because of the proof given by this ministry they 
will glorify God for {your} obedience to your confession of the gospel of Christ, 
and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, while they also, 
by prayer on your behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in 
you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 



some questions ... 

1. Why would we obey only a few of the 613 statutes of the Law? 
Why not dietary laws and the sacrificial system as well? 

2. With every 50th year a Jubilee with an equalizing effect on wealth in the OT, and with no such 
equalizing effect today when wealth and poverty can be perpetuated indefinitely, what is the impact 
of tithing upon two families with incomes of $20,000 and $120,000 respectively? 

3. Since the tithing responsibility under the Law every Jew incurred was in excess of 23%, why is this so 
seldom mentioned? 

4. As another example, why do many strictly call for a Sunday Sabbath when the Sabbath in the Bible 
is always Saturday? 

(Keeping the Sabbath is the 4th commandment and the only one of the Ten Commandments of 
the Law not carried over and restated in the New Testament as a part of the Law of Christ.) 

A key interpretive principle for Christians: 

In the event the NT is silent on an issue we defer to the OT teaching. But when the NT gives clear 
teaching on an issue, we defer to the NT teaching in context, since the Law of Christ has superceded the 
Law of Moses as a rule of life since Christ's resurrection. 

Rom. 8:2 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 

Gal. 2:16 
nevenheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we 
have believed in Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by 
the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified. 

Gal. 6:2 
· Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ. 




