Acts 13:1-5
GODD REASONS AGALNST MISSIONS

Loﬁa of sermons on why missionsi here's one vhy wo
can be excused from interest in foreign missions. Go to
account of senfling out of 1st foreign miss.Acts 13,
Antioch in Syria. Secular history-3rd grcatest oity of
worldy tetrapolis of 500000, fixh&ei Tyravel agents
advertised it as ideal resort. 16 mi from Med beaches,
on Orontes river. Foaming frothing Leauty in spring.
At junction of Taurus and Lebanon rapges so wintewx .
resort too. Streot thry centor 5 mi--2} paved with
rcarble. Gononnadea-only laak in this msll vas air cond.
iX. Chamber of commerco-one of
truly oosmopolﬂan aenters of vorld. Court of Roman -
gov attracted corps of elite soclety, literary,art
peaople, Syrians, Greocks and large colony of Jeus,
Ch hist-2nd capital of Snty. Started by those who
fled over persee of Stephen.ll:19. To antioch and
witnessed to Jows only. Then to Gentiles. YWord back .
to Jerus and sont logical choice Bar. Levite,wealthy,
conciliatory, reputation among Xns by large gift.
Also discerning. Sav prace of God. Noeded help, remembere
Saul. Both taught 1 yr. Took famine reliocf money, then
back. Gifted ch, no problems, at least 3 prophets,2
teachors, Then Ood interferred with program,
Read 13:1-4. Why send missionarics.
X. Tho Situation in the world is against missions.
No time# %o send miss., And it wasn't
A. Often hear 0f good contributions of Rome tc spread
of Mnty. This is from perspeetive of looking back
on road building, common languago, protection of laws.
But at tims things looked dilferent. s
B. Art vas result of plunder.
. Amphithoaters. seenes of bloody melty. .
Roads,aqueducts dbuilt by slave labor.
Slavery itanlf was eruel.
Empire racked by oivil vwars, s).ave wars. vars oi
conquest., - .
Government was corrupt from: smte ia aome to :
soldiors who could be bribed and gov.vwho could :
be porsuaded by Jewish:elders that disc atole body ofX
Secnd missionaries into. this situation.
Suppose a c¢ivil war should catch P and B, 8uppose '
thoy built a chupch or institution and Rome confiscated
it.Suppose lav breoaks down and they get boaten rather
than protected. No time to send miss. Add od to thés is
rel situation,
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Re}l of Grecis was superstitious worship of
every god they could imagincecven unknovwn one.
Rel of Rome was a pantheon of gods-no god with
rosultatnt corruption of morals, Roml. Rel of Jews was
as anti-Xn as possible. Sit in world has alwvays been
against missions. In 1st o. In Panama, in Honduras
during nation-wide evangelistic campaian. In Guat,
Will not got botter.EVil men worse, 2 Tim 3:13 and y
yot B12 preach, Evangelist, travel. Xf God dida‘*t e’/
call then there is overy good reason uot to go.The
varld situation is one--magbel
IX. The Situation in the Home c¢h is agatnse missions,
1. Ch too young--2-3 yecars old,
2, Ch noads more stability. All 5 leadors not native to
Antioch, unloess Manean.
3. Such blessing required they have buflding plams sinee
houses too small to aacommodate.
3. Too many people to reach hore, % mill.
5. Univorsity town. Just reach students and they'll
go back and evangolize. But hov many do?
6. Too impt a church end strategic to take 2/5 of
staff and send out., God is of order and that
vould bring disorder to our program.
Never conveniont to add to budget to missions, to
send people out wvho eould be so much help at home,
to seem to sproad solf thin ¢hen so much todo in home
towvn. If looked at situation at home that's good
. Peason f£ag against missionse-maybe.

Buttho c¢h didn't sufder. Roport of Juurneys made to

Anticoh nAt Jorus. Later seat of sschool of 1it inter,

In 2.3 ¢ 10 ¢ouncils hold thero. The world didn't

suffopr beo.they obeyed God and didn't look at world sit.

Have you sufferod boc P hecded a Mgqodonian cali and

godpel went west. Have you'safféPed’bodé’Bdmeone brot ,‘

Xnty to US, But apart from theose pragmatic consideratioms

vhy these are nst-food Poassfisy L6 betny abtitnst misn,

IXIX. The Situation in Heavenc§s fér'missions;+" '

Vhy?cl.:God 1608doweRkd. 704 lr fo o seoos o dows

2, B calls sinners, not rtecous t3:P&pofitance.

3, Godcdoes mot iwiBLianp to pérksh “But WisKEs 811 “daved,

b, Body:of & inssmpleto. -i8:°God hds gréat blassifny in ‘e’ | .

storc for oh tihat heavsWbs>veido~in callifig alid Pésponds.

quickly and vholeheartedly dsiAntiscvh; Basséd amd’! - |

progspepsusrdould bo the dliof:JO &L & wd¥o-sénsftive

0 :L.00d? s :voico-=8cpapatie Vhdad foy thé work; and they

sent cthempitiny thorechd dany SWMréh¢s Who TikE tnts dns

lead the way 1w promdting ‘missiddsy o« ‘2*“":"*3“0 e d '-?.\:\
hedenwetde sy,
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