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THE \.fILL OF GOD 

The evidence o.f God 1s care anrl nrovidential control o.f His creation 
is perhaps one of the most comfortin r; and thought-provokin1f themes of the 
Bible. The '.3cr :i.pture Pi tet1ch mor e th.'m the fact that God is, and has 
cre :.ited all thinr:s , more al so than thnt He sometimes influences the course 
of men . · It is not enough that we understand God can s'end rain when · He 
wishes , that He can turn t he courso of history to fulfill his plans. The 
Scriptures teach that God is the maker of all history. God ·wants us to 
know that r ain never comes , or could come except He send it, · that He not 
only at times influences history, but that He ha.s written it, decreeing 
the end fr om the bce;innine . Yes , God cares. How often vre have heard 
those ncrcls and experienced them too, yet how f requently we a.c t as if He. 
has ceased to care. Satan may even terript us to think God does not care, 
or that He has voluntariJ.y limited himself and is no longer King of the 
earth. Some even teach that Satan, not God, rules the earth~ Such teach
ing would lead us to the deepest despai r or else cause us to l abor under 
a morose contentment . Certainly we could not "re,ioice ever more , 11 and 11 in 
everything give thanks " if we had to believe that Satan were king and we. 
his temporary subjects . The Scriptures shovr profusely that the whole un
iverse to the very hairs of bur heads and Satan himself is under God 1s 
watchful eye and His providential care . 

Bethune has r; iven us a careful definition of providence in the follow
ing : 11 The word 1providence 1 is taken f rom the Latin, and by i t s etmology 
means foresieht, not merely in the sense of seeing before but in the sense 
of taking care for thn future, or r ~ther an ordering of things and events 
after a predetermined and intelligent plan; it supposes vli.sdom to devise 
and power to exec;ute . 11 

GOD HAS A PLAN 

11 Known unto God arc all His works f r om the beginnine of the world. 11 Acts 15: 
18 

11 Accordlng to tlte eternal purpose n hich he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. 11 

Eph. 3 :11 , 

11 Remember the former things of ol d : for I am God, and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none l ike me . Declaring the end from the beginning, and 
from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, my counsel shalI. 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure." Isaiah 46:9,10. 

~· "Then shall t he King say unto them on His rie;ht hand, come , ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
vmrld. 11 Matt. 25 :J4, 

11 According as he hat h chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, 
that we sholLld be holy and without blame before Him in love. 11 Eph. l ,q/-. 

"': Jho hath s:.i.ved us and called us with an holy calling, not according to our 
work;s , but accorcl inr, to His ovm purpose and grace , which was given us in 
Christ JeDus before the world began. 11 II Tim. 1 :9, 

11 Him, being delivered hy the determinvte counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have c:rucified and slain. 11 Acts 2:23. 

"For of a truth ap,ainst thy holy child Jesus, Yihom thou hast annointed, bot: . 
Herod and ?ontius Pilate , vri th the Gentiles , and the people of Isr ciel Ylere 
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gathered togethBr, for to do whatsoever thy hand an~ thy counsel determined 
before to be done,." ,\cts 4:27,28. 

11 .-\nd all that dwell upon the enrth slwll worship him, whose nanes are not 
v1ritten in t he book of the life of the lamb slain from the foundation of the 
·world. 11 Hev. :V{: 8. 

1 
IT IS UNC}IAHGE2\BLE 

11 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent; hath he said, arrl shall he not do it, or hath he spoken, and 
shall he not make it good ?11 Num. 23 :19. 

11For he is not a man that he should r epent." I Sam. 1.5:29. 

"The Lord of hos ts hath snorn, saying, surely as I have thought so shall it 
come to pass ; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand. 11 Isaiah 14:24., 

"The Lord hath sworn and will not r epent." Ps. 110:4. 

"I have purposed it and will not repent. 11 Jer. l.p28. 
"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father of lights, nith whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning." 
James 1 :17. 

"For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed." 
Mal. J:6. 
"There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the 
Lord that shall stand." Prov. 19:21 • 

• "Forever, 0 Lord, · thy word is settled in heaven." Psa. 119:89. 

IT IS SOVEREIGN 

"See now that I, even I, rnn he, and there is no god vrith me: I kill, and I 
mnke alive; I r;ound , and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out 
of my hmd. 11 Deut. 32 :39. 
"vihatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven, and ec>rth, in the seas, 
:.md all deep pl2ces. 11 Psa. 135:6. 
11 And all the inhaoitantf: of the earth ~re reputed as nothing: md he: doeth 
according to his ·.,ill in the army of he aven, and among the inhabitants of 
the earth: m d none can stay his hand, or say unto him, ~\'hat doest thou?" 
Dan. 4:35. 
11 The Lord of hosts ho.th s·.mrn, saying, surely as I have thought, so shall it 

.. come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand: 
11 For the Lo1~d of host9 hath purposed, ~md who shall disannul · it, and his. hand 
is stretched out, and vrllo shall turn it ba.ck? 11• Isaiah 14:24,27. 
"And Jesus came m d spake unto them, saying, all power is given unto me in 
heaven nnd in earth." Math. 28 :16. 
"In whom also vre have obtained an inherit,mce, being predestinated according 
.to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will. 11 .C.ph. 1:11. 
"I know that thou canst do everything, and that no thought can be vri tholden 
from thee." Job 42:20 
"But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath please." 
Ps. 115:J. 
11S0 shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish tliat v.hich _I please, and it shall prospc.-·· 
in the thing vrhereto I sent it." Isaiah 5.5:11. 
"Nay but, 0 Man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it, why hast thou made me thus? 
"Hath not the potter pov,er over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto dishonour?" Rom. 9:20,21. 
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IT IS DECREED 

11 Thine eyes did sco ~aysubstance , ye t being 
members ·.;ere Y1ri t ten , v1hich in continuance 
v,c1s none of them. 11 Psa. 139 :16 

unper fect ; and in thy book all my 
were fashioned, when as yet there 

11 Sneinr: his d.ciys c1re determined, the number of his months are with thee:, thou 
hast appointed his bounds that he cannot p c'.ss . 11 Job 14:5. 
11 ••• Thus saith tho Lord; such as are for de 0.th, to death; And such as are for 
the svrord, to the sword ; Rnd such as are for the famine, to the famine; and 
such as 3re for the captivity, to the c .-ip tivity. 11 J er. 15:2. 
111\nd there were ndded to the church such as should be scived. 11 Acts 2:47. 
11 As many ~s rrer e ordained to eternal life believed. 11 Acts 13:48. 
11 But vre spe :ik the wi sdom of God in a myster y , even the hidden wisdom, which 

:-- God ordained before the vrorld w1to our gl ory."· I Cor. ?. :7. . 
11 For vrhom he dir:l. .for eknovr he did prcdes tinate to be conformed to the image 
of his son." Rom. 8:29 . 
11 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it ,ms determined, but woe unto that man 
by whom he isbetrayed. 11 Luke 22:22c 
11 1-Iim, being delivered by t he determin2te counsel and for eknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by vricked hands have crucified and slain. 11 Acts 2 :23. 

IT IS GOOD 

"The Lord is righteous i n all his vmys , 2nd holy in all his workse 11 Psa. 145:17. 
"That be far from thee to do af t er this manner, to slay t he righteous with the 
wicked: a nd thf-1t the righteous should be ::ts the vricked, that be far from 
thee: shall not . the Judge of all the e."lrth do right? 11 Gen. 18:25. 
"The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works." 
Psa. 145.:9. 
"I the Lord speak righteousness , I declare things that are right." Is. 45:19 .. 
11 He is the Ho ck, his work is perfect : for all hia ways are judgment: a God 
of truth :md without iniquity, just md right i s he. 11 Deut. 32:4. 
"For the "'·ord of the Lord is right and all his wo r ks are done in truth. He 
l ove th righteous and judcment: the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord,. 11 

Ps . 33:4,5. 
110 t;-iste ,:md see that the Lord is good : blessed is the man that trusteth in 
him.'1 Ps. 3h :8. · 
11 Yea, the Lord shnll pi ve that v.hich is good." Ps. 85 :12. 
11 Th0u r.1rt good .1nd does t good. 11 Ps. 119 :68. 
11 That ye may prove what is that good nnd acceptable 2.nd perfect will of God, 
To them -f'll.10 are tho called ac cording to his purpose . 11 · Rom. 12:2. 
II.And we know that all t hings work together for good to them that love God, 
to them ·:rho a re the c alled according to his purpose • 11 Rom. 6 : 28. 
11 0h , that men vrouln praise the Lord .for his goodness , and for his wonderful 
works to the children of men." Ps. 107:B, 15, 21, 31 0 

IT rs· ALL-INCLUSIVE 

a . In nature 

"Jehovah doeth His will in t he whirlwind and in the storm. 11 Nahum 1 :J. 
"He make th His sun to ri se on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and the unjust." Matt • .5:45., 
"Behold he wi thholdcth t he wP.ters :n d they dry up: also he sendeth them out J 
and they overrun the ear thG11 J ob 12:1.5. 
11 .\nd I also have withholden the r ain f rom you , vrhen there were ye t three 
months befor e the harvest ; n.nd I caused it not to r ain upon another· city." 
Amos 4:7. · 
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11 ,v'ho giveth r,:1in upon the eath, and snndeth waters upon the fields. 11 Job 5 :10 
11 He gave you from he-wen rans :md fruitful seasons , filling your heart with 
food and gl .1.<iness, " Acts lh :17. 
11 1·;110 h;:;th m0risur ed the w~t cr s in the hollow of his. hand, mid meted out- - . 
heaven with n span, ,1nd comprehended the dust of the etirth in a measure, and 
v:cithed the mountr:-1ins in scru.es , and the hills in a balance? 11 Is. 40:1.2. 
"Are not two sparrcvrn sold for a penny and not one of them shall fall to 
tho ground Yn.tnout y.::mr F'ather. 11 lfatt . 10:29. 
11 T3ut even the verJ hairs of your head ::tre all numbered. Fec1r not therefore: 
Ye i:1rc of more v nlue than many sparrows ."· Luke 12 :7 
11 Beholc1 the birds of the hcc:vens , that they sow not, neither do they reap, 
nor r:;a t.her into b rirns; ,:md your he:wenly Father feedeth them. 11 Hatt. 6 :26. 
"The younE lions ronr ofter their prey, r.nd seek their meat from God. 11 

-~ Ps . 104: 21. 
"The ayes of all nai t upon thee; :•nd thou gives t them their meat in due. 
season . 
"Thou openest thine hand Md so.tisfiest the desire of every living thing." 
Ps. llr5 :15, 16. 
"There go the ships: there is that l evi ::ithan , whom thou hast made to play 
therein. 
11 These wait all upon thee : that thou mayest give them their meat in due 
season. 
"Th ri t thou gives t them t hey g;ither : thou openest thine hand, they are filled 
with good. 
"Thou hidest thy f:ice , they are troubled: thou takest avrny their breath, they 
die, 2nd r eturn to their dust." Psa. 104:26-29. 
11 He causeth the gr nss to grow· for the cattle , and herb for the service of man: 

• tha.t he may bring · forth food out of the earth. 11 Ps. l0L1 :14. 
11 He giveth to the beast his food, cind to tho yow1g r avens which cry. 11 Ps. 147: 
9 
11Hho provideth for the raven his food? When his young ones cry unto God, 
they wander for l ack of mcat. 11 Job 38 :41 . 

b . Of nations 

"':i'he Most High rul cth in the kin::~dom of men , and give th it t o whomsoever He 
wlll , and setteth· up over it the lo-vres t of men . 11 Dan , 4;17. · 
"Let t hem say nmonr.; the n~tions , J ehovnh r ei gneth. 11 I Chr. 16:Jl, 
11 For God is the Kine; of all the earth." Ps . · 47:7. 
11 He changeth the times and the seasons; He r emove th Kings , and setteth up 
Kings ." Dan, 2: 21 • 

. -"Jehovah bringeth tho counsel of the n:1ti ons to naur,ht ; He mck eth the. 
thoughts of the peo1)1~ to be of none effect." Ps. 33 :10. 
11 F'or lo , I r ci ise up the Chaldc ans , thnt bitter and hasty nation that march 
t hrough the bre adth of the ear th to possess dwelling pl aces that are not 
theirs ," Hab . 1:6. 
11 ••• And said, 0 Lor d God of our fathers , :irt not thou God in he aven? And 

.rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? And in thine hc\nd is 
there not poner :'Ind iaight , so that nonu is abl e to wi thstrind thee? II Chron. 
20 :6. 
"For ·it is God that worke th in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure , 11 Phil . 2 :13 . 
"Therefore h,qth he ffi(~ rcy on whom he will have mercy and whom he will be: hard
eneth. Thou nil t ~.1.y then unto me : Why doth he ye. t find f ault? For who 
hath resisted his will? Sh;:ill the thing formed s_ay unto him that formed it$ 
Why hast thou m:?de · me thus ·?" Rom. 9 :18. 
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"Shall the :ucc bo .,s t :i.ts•.;lf a~;,, ins t h:i.m thr1.t hcweth 'therewith? or shall the 
s:;':r mngnHy i t'l ulf ncr:iinst him th.:lt shaketh it? :1 s if the r od should shake 
itself aviinst then t h:--t lift it up, or ,'.1 s if the st.1ff should lift up 
it:3clf a::; if it were no wood ," Is. 10:15, 
11 The Lord hath JT1.Acte all t nine; s for hims elf: yea, even the vrLcked for the 
day of evil. 11 Prov. 16 :4, 

CJVEH THE \ i lLl., OF H1N 

(1) In His richteous :icts 

11 1"or it i~; God ,;hich worlrnth in you both to will and -to do of His good 
plc .::i s ure. 11 Phil . 2:13 • 

. ~ 11 imd nhat h1s t thou that thou didst not receive?tr I ·cor, h:7. 
"For the fle s h lus t eth against the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh; 
,,md these .1re con t rary the one to the other so that ye cannot do the the 
things thnt ye vmuld. 11 Gal. S :17. 
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love , joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness:, 
goodness , f ni th, meekne s s , temperonce, 11 Gal, 5:23. 
"I am crucified \r.i. th Christ : nevertheless I live; yet not I but Christ 
liveth in me, 11 Gal. 2:20, 

(Although the righteous deeds if the saint are entirely the work of God in 
his life, yet on the b asis of these he is revmrded, Consequently he will, in 
Ho aven, cast his rewards ~t the f eet of Christ and procl<'lim Him alone worthy 
of honor,) 

(2) In His unriehteous ~cts 

11 i\nd .1,gain the nnGer of the Lord vms kindle d acainst Isr~el, ;'Ind He moved 
David .'.1gainst them to c ny, Go number Is rr- el and Judah. And Do.vid's heart 
smote him ,s.ftcr he h.1d nu.mhered the peorile , and David said unto the Lord, 
I hnve sinned gre :,tly in vrhri t I h:wc done : so the Lord sent a pe stilence 
upon Isr Pel--:md there: died of tho poople from Dan even unto Beersheba 
70,000 men." II S,lm , 24:1,10, 15. 
11 ,\nd I, behold I ,.-fill hcirden the hearts of the Egyptians and they shal] go 
(j.nto the Red Sea') nftcr him; and I will get me honor upon Pharaoh and 
upon all his host." Ex . 14:17. 
"Let him alone , ::nd l e t him curse; for Juhovah hath bidden him." II Sam. 16: 
10,11. 
"Behold J uhovah hnth put n lieing spirit in the mouth of all these thy 

~-prophets ," I Kings 22:23. 
"An evil spirit from .J ehovah troubled him (Saul),tr I Sam. 16:14. 
"And God sent an evil 0pirit between Abimele ch and the men of Shechem, and 
the men of Shechem de .1lt trencherously with Abimelccho 11 Judg, 9:23. 
(Of the wicked it is said.) 11 God did put in their hearts to do his mind, Md 
to come to one mind, and to 1:ive their kingdom unto the beast." Rev. 17:17. 

• "He hath blinded their ( Isrc1el I s) eyes :md he h:,rdened their hearts; lest 
they should s ee with t hier eyes and p erceive v1ith their he~rt, and should 
turn , rmd I should heal them. 11 Jn, 12 :/i0, 
"They (Eli's sons ) hearkoned not unto the voice of their f ather, because 
J chovnh n.:Js minded to slny them." I Sam. 2:25. 
"So the Kine he:~rken,Jd not unto the people; for it w;:,s n thing brought ~bout 
by Jehovah." I Kings 12:15, 
11 And A.bsalom and ::ill the men of Isra8l S8id, The counsel of Hishai is better 
th:m the courn,cl of Ahithophel. For J ehov::th had · ordc=tined to defeat the 
counsel of J\hithophcl, to the in.tent th~t Jehovah might bring evil upon 
Absalom. 11 II Sarn, 17:1/.i, 



\' 

• 

• 

6 

"Thus si'li th Jehov.~h , behold I w:i.11 raise up evil ~gni nst thee out of thine 
ov.rn houoc ; ancl I Hill t ,':lke thy vrivns before thine eyes :md give them unto 
thy neit:hbor, · ~ncl ho shall lie with your .wives in the sight of the sun." 
II ::3am. 12 :11 • 
11Smll. took a sword md f ell upon it--so Saul died . for -his transgressions--· 
He inquir(id not of ,Tehovn.h; therefore He slew him. 11 I Chron. 10:4, 13, 14. 
"'There f ell rJom1 mrcr.y slain , because the war WRS of God.," I Chron,. S:22. 
11 1 (God)., vrill smite the Shepherd (Christ) and the sheep of the flock shal]. 
be scattered r.ibroPd, 11 Matt . 26:31 0, • 

"Yet it plc .:1 sed the Lord to bruise Him (Christ)o 11 Isa . 53.10. 
11 Not ,'.ls I will, but as Thou wilt. 11 Matt. 26:29 •. 
11 0 ,~ssyri r:m , tho rod of mine anger, the s t aff in vrhose hand is mine indigna
tion. I will s1.md him ng.iinst M hypocritical nation, mid against the 

~ people of m:r nr a th vrill I give him a cha:cge to toke tho spoil, and to talce · 
the prey, and to tread them dmvn like the more of the streets. Howbeit 
he meaneth not so , neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart 
to destroy rind cut off nc:1tions not a few. For he S-'3 ith--As my hand hath 
f ound the kingdom of the idols--shall I not, c1s I he.ve done to Samaria and 
her idols, so do to Jerusal em and her idols? •• ,Whercfore it shall come to 
pass that when the Lord hP.th fB rformed his whole work upon Mount Zion and 
on J erusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of 
Assyria ., ~nd the glory of his high looks. For he saith By the strength 
of my hand I hnve done it. Shall th~ r.1Xe boast itself against him that 
hewcth thcr m,'i th? 11 . Isa ., 10 :.5-15. 
11 0 Jehovah, why dost thou make us to err from thy ways, and hardenest out 
he;irts from thy fe ,1r?11 Isa . 63 :17 • 
(The sinner sins . willingly; he loves his sin and therefore rarely feels its 
constraint. Thc ·snint willingly s erves God and therefore rately notices his 
servitude. God who alono h-1s a compl et ely free will cannot sin at all • 
Thus it is sin thr.tt bi nds the will .) 
11 J esus P.nsvr(_~ rcd them, verily, verily , · I say unto you, 'Hhosoever commi tteth 
sin is tho servant of sin." Jn. 8:34. 
"For when ye were th0 s erv.:mts of sin, ye were free from righteousness •• •" 
Ro . 6:21. 
11 And that they mny r acovcr themselves out of the sn:.:ire of the devil, who 
ar e t aken captive by him nt his will ." II 'l'im. 2:26. 
11And that they mny r ecove r tl1emselves out of the snare of the devil, who 
are taken captive by him at his will." II Tim. 2:26. 
11Yibil e they prorai se them liberty, t hey themscl ves are the servants of 
corruption: for of whom a man is overcome of the srlffie is he brought into 
bondage ." II Pet. 2:19 . 

~· 11 His ovm iniquities sh::-,11 t -'.".ke the wicked himself ., and he shru.l be holden 
with the cords of hi_s s ins . 11 Prov. .5: 22·. 

_"For I perceive tho.t thou art in the g;ill of bitternoss and in the bond of 
iniquity. 11 Acts 8: 23 • 
"For thus sai th the Lord, Ye have sold yourselves for nought; and ye shaJ.l 
be redeemed ·without money." Is, 52:38 
"But I am cnrnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I know not; for 
what I would, that I do not : but what I hate., that do Io•• Novr then it is 
no· more I . t h, t do it, but sin that dwelleth in me • .,. For the good that I 
would, I do not ; but the evil which I would not, that I do , I find then a 
l aw .. ebringing mH into c ~ptivity to the lriw of sin vrhich is in my members. 
0 wr e tched man thc1t I amJ Vfho shall deliver me from the body of this, deathc. 11 

Ro. 7:1$-17, 19, 21, 23, 24. 

God wills righteously what man wills unrighteously (see Gen. 4.5:5,8), but 
the plan is of God, ·not m:m. 
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"Now ther efore be not r,rieved, nor :>nGry with yourselve !3, that ye sold 
me hither: for God di d s end ml) bef orG you to pre serve life, 
"So now it wos not you t h ttt s ent me hi thor, but God: ::i.nd he ha th made me 
a f Athnr to Pharor1.h, r:md lord Of · .ul his house; and a ruler throughout all 
the land of Er,ypt n11 Gen. 4r;:5,8. . 
"Him hein(_; dolin r cd by the deter min.:1te counsel nnd foreknowlcdee of God, 
ye h;,.vo t Qken :-mr'!. l)~.' wicked h8nds have crucified nnd sl .:tin. 11 Acts 2: 23. 
11 For of a trut h ngr1:i.nst thy holy child Je sus, Hhom thou has t nnnointed, .. 
both Herod :md Pont i us PilcY;o; w:i.th the GEmtiles, r->nd the people of 
I s r ,•1el wer e ~0 t ller l.Jd toge th,.ir, f or t o do vrh:itsoever thy hand and thy 
counsel de t ermined befor e t o be done ." Acts 4:27, 28. 
"i\nd truly the Son of man go,1th as i t ,·ras de termined, but woe unto thn.t 
nw.n by nhom ho is bc tr :i.yed. 11 Lu. 22:22~ 

God did not ~dopt men's pl,:nc. He himself made the plans in detail. His 
for eknowl edge is not used in t 11e s criptures as simply farseeing. For in
s t nnce it is not applied to tt.e lost. 

"For whom he did foreknovr he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 
imr1ge of his son. 11 · Ro. 8: 29 . 
"Then will I profes s unto th 3:n ( the lost), I never knew you. 11 Matt. 7: 23. 

God ne ither needs nor m:1ke s rlte rnnte pl ,:ms. Isr;:i el could not have accepted 
Christ as Messiah for ther e ,rould have been no salva tion had he not shed 
his blood. God I s mercy, jm,tice, long-suffering, p -:\tience and grace could 
b0 shown no other way but t :,rough tho existence Md employment of sin., 
But God will per:mit no sin that is useless to his plan. 

"Surely the vrr ath of man sh3ll praise thee: the remr-iinder of wrath shalt: 
thou r c~ strain. 11 Ps. 76 :10, 

" For he do t h not afflict ,,~J_lingly nor r;r icve the children of men. To · crush 
under hi s f ee t tll the: pr~ .. soners of t he earth .... t.he Lord r1pproveth not," 
Hho is he that saith i t c{,meth to p ass, whun the Lord commandeth it not, 
Out of thu mouth of t he riJ s t High proceedoth not evil a nd bood?" Lam. 3 :37,38. 
11\"fith him is str ength nnJ wis dom: t.hc de ce ived and the de ceiver are his." 
J ob 12:16. 
"The Lord hath m;:i.de J.11 ·0hings for hims olf: yea, even the wicked fo:rr· the 
dny of evil. 11 Prov. 16 :Ii,. 
11 Hnth not tho potter pc 1ver over the clay, of the same llunp · to make one 
vessel unto honour, .:in! another unto dishonour?" Ro. 9 :21 .. 
11 J8sus ansvror ed Thou (rilate ) couldest h n.ve no pm·,er at all against me except 
it were given thee frr.i .1 abovc. 11 Jn. 19:11 •. 

(It is a common scrir!,urnl practice to ascribe the works of man to God.') 

"They (Is r ;:i el) got nr,t the land in possession by their ovm sword, neither 
did their ov1t1. .Jrm s :1ve them: but thy right hnnd m d thine arm, and the. · 
light of thy coun te.?ce , be cause · thou h,1dst a favor unto them," Ps. 44:J,4., 
"For I will not trr .:,;t in my how, ne i thP.r sh~l my sword save me. But thou 
h 'lst s aved us from 0ur enemies." Ps. 44:6,7, 
"Thou mnkest us to :.urn back from the enemy." Ps. 44:9. 
"There is no king rs 1vcd by the multitude of nn host: n might man is not 
delivered by much .s t:.rength. 11 Ps. 3 3 : 16. 



• 
8 

"I will puni.sh the fruit of thL~ stout henrt of tht1 ·king of Assyria, and 
the glory of his hit:h looks. For he 3aith By the strength of my hand I 
h"ve done _ it. Srrnll the nxo bo:i.st itself ac::iinst him that hewith there-
ni th, or shall the saw m2.gnHy itself c1gninst him that shaketh it. 11 Is-. 10: 
12, 13, 15. . 
111'.nd immecli:~tely the :me;el of the Lord smote • him (Herod ) because he gave 
not God the clory; :md he was enten of vmrms , nnd gave up the ghost. 11 

Acts 12:23. 
11 For promotior1 come th noi ther from the cast not from the west, nor from 
the south, But God is the Judge: He puttcth down one, and sctteth up an
other." Ps. 75:6. 
"Except the Lord build tlw house , they l r•bour in vain who build it: · except 
the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain." Ps. 127:J.:. 

OVER THB ELECTION OF SAI NIS 

11 No m;m c :-in come to me , ,1xcopt the Fnthor vh ich hath s ent me draw him. 11 

Jn. 6:44. 
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you that ya 
should go nnd bring forth .fruit.•. 11 · Jn. 15 :16. 
11 But wo are bound to give thanks alw:.1ys to God for you, brethren beloved 
of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation ••• 11 

II The s s . 2:13. 
11 ••• to thorn who ere tho called according to his purpose. 11 Ro. 8:28., 
"For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not m.qny mighty, not many noble , nre cA.1.led: .dut God hath chosen 
the foolish things of tho world to confound the wise ; nnd God hath chosen 
the weak things of tho world to confound the things which are mighty; n.nd 
the bnse thinc s of the ·world and the thint s which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea m d. the t hings v..hich are not , to bring to nought the things 
th..,t ,1.re : thr-it no fl e sh should glory in his presence." · I Cor. 1:26-29. 
"Therefor e s;-i id I unto you, thr:1t no m.in · c ::m come unto me, except it were 
given unto him of my Fathrff . 11 Jn. 6 :6.S-. 
11Accordinc as he h ~1 th chosen us in him b efore the f oundation of the world .... 
having prcdestinr-> t ed us unto the adopt.ion of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, nccordini; to the good ple.::isure of his will . 11 Eph. 1:5. 
"I nill p,.,rdon them vrhorn I reserve ." J er. 50 :20. 
11 1 (God) have res erved unto myself 7000 mon. 11 Ro. 11:4. 
11 In whom lllso we h."ve obtnined an inheritance being prcdestinated according 
to the purpose of . him vrho worketh all things after the counsel of his ovm 
will . 11 Eph. 1:11. 
11 1i'or · the children be ing not yet born , n0ithcr haveing done any good or 
evil , thnt the purpo~o of God accordine to election might stand, not of 
works but of him that c cJlletho •. • So then it is not of him that ;-dlleth, 
nor of him thnt runne th but of God that sheweth mercy." Ro. 9:11, 16. 
11 ','ihich were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
vrill of mJ.n but of God . 11 Jn. 1:13. 
11 For- if, vrh0n vrer ;mr o enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of!' 
his Son, much more, being r oconcilD ct, we shall be saved by his lifo. 11 

Ro . 5 :10. 
"Turn thou me and I shall be turned; for thou Rrt the Lord my God. Surely 
after that I was turned , I re'pented. 11 J cr. 31:18, 19. 
"•• .if God pur :1dventure will give them r epentance to the acknowledging of 
the truth. 11 II Tim. 2 :25. 
11 0r despiscst thou the richcrn of his goodness nnd forbearnnce and long
suffering; not kno'.ving that tho goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance. •r 
Ro. 2:4. 
11 I (God) send thee to open their eyes :md to turn them from darkness to 
light. 11 Acts 26:10, 
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"And a certain woJ11 rm n~med Lyd:Lo •• o whos.e heert thD · Lord opened, that she 
attended unto the things v1hich were~ spokon of Paul. 11 Acts 16 :14. 
"I the Lord hnve callod thee in righteousnesn nnd wilt hold thine hand 
and wiJ.l keep theo •• ot.o open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners 
from tho· prison, and them that sit in d::irkncss out of .the prison house. 11 

Is. 42:6,7. 
"They h 2.vo not knmm nor understood: for he hath shut their eyes, that they 
cannot see; r.nd their hearts, that they cannot understand." Is. 44:18. 
"Mo.kc their enrs lwav-J, and shut their eyes ; l est they see with their eyes 
-:md h0::ir Hi th their en.rs and understand with their heart ao:l turn nnd be 
healed." Is. 6:10, 
"Yot the Lord hath not given you · an heart to perceive and eyes to see, and 
turn :md be heal ed. 11 Dout. 29 :4, 
"But though he h;id dono so many miracles before them, yet they believed not: 
thnt tho saying of Esaias the prophet mtght be fulfilledooos , Therefore 
they could not believe, beer.use that Esaias again said, Ho hath blinded 
their eyes and hardened their heart that they should not see with their 
cyos , not understnnd with their hcarteo••"· Jn. 12:37';"40. 
"A stone of stumbling, ::md rock of offense even to them that stumble at the 
vmrd, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed." I Pet. 2 :8. 
11 Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to 
others in pnrables ; that seeing they might not see, nnd he:u-ing they might 
not under stAnd, 11 Lu. 8 :10. , 
"But if our gospel be hid it is hid to them that ~re lost: 11 II Cor. 4:3.,4. 
11 But the n a turnl man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for 
they arc foolishno:,s unto him: neither can he know them." I Cor. 2 :14. 
"Nei ther knoweth. nny rr:an the Father snve the Son, and h0 to whomsoever the 
Son will r eve al him, 11 Mat. 11:27. 
11 C~n'st thou by sor:irching find out God? "· Job 11:7. 
11 He that is of God honr 8th God's words ; ye therefore he.1r them not because 
yo c>..ro not of God. 11 ,Tn& 8:h7. 
"But yo bel i eve not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 
My sheep heo.r my voico ••• . ·md I give unto them eternru. life . 11 Jn. 10:26-28., 
"that he· should give c t8rnal life to as many as Thou hast given him. 11 

Jn. 17 :2. · 
11 i'tnd as many .ss wore ordained to etornnl life believed. 11 ~\cts 13 :48. 

THE FRUIT OF UNDERSTANDI:m THIS DOCTRINE 

1. ACCEPTS THE PROMIES 

11 But my God shall supply all your need :=iccording to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jcsus. 11 Phil. 4:19. 
11 They that seek the Lord sh:.:Ql not want any good thing. 11 Ps. 34:10. 
11 •• ,no good thing will He withold from them that vralk uprightly." Ps. 84:11 •. 
"Thou vrilt keep him in perfect peace, . whose mind is stayed on thee: because 
he trustcth in thee , 11 Isaiah 26:3. 
"The eternru. God is thy refuge., and underneath are the everlasting arms." 
Dcut. 33:27. 
11 Fc~ thou not; for I am with thee : be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; ye A, I vd.11 help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hnnd of my rightcousnesso 11 Is. 41:10. 
11 And we knovr thnt all things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who nr c the cnlled :i.ccording to His purpose." Ro. 8:28. 
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II. OBEYS Tifil PRECEPTS 

11 • • .,and be content with such thinGS ns yo h,"ve; .for he hath snid, I will. 
never le ave thee , nor forsc1ko thee ." Hoh. 13:5. 
11 But seek ye first t ho Kinedom of Goel, :md His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be nddf~ d unto you. 11 Matt. 6: 33. 
11 Casting all your care upon Him; for He c.:ireth for you. 11 I Pet. S: 7 • 

III . EXPERIENCES THE TTIUTH 
11 ••• for I bnve l earned, in whatsoGver state I run, ther ewith to be content, 11 

Phil . 4 :llo 
"But godliness with contentment is great gnin. 11 I Tim. 6:6. 
"The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not Y1ant. 11 Ps. 2J:l • 

. ~ "Surely gooclne:ss nnd mercy slwll follow mo all the dnys of my life •• •" 
Ps. 23:6. 
"For thou has t been a strength to tho poor, ;:i strength to the needy in his 
distress, n r efuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, v'ihen the blast 
of tho terrible ones is ns a storm against the wall." Isniah 25:4. 

IV. TRUSTS ABSOLUTELY 

"Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the 
vinos; the l abour of the olive shall f ~il, and the fields shall yield no 
me~t; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, :md there shall be no herd 
in tho stalls: Yot will I r ejoice in the Lord, I will joy in tho God of 
my salvation." Havakkuk 3:17,18. · 
11All this is come upon us; yet have we not forsAken th0e., 11 Ps. 44:17. 
11 In God hhvo I put my trust; I will not be r-tfraid what man can do unto me •. 11 

Ps. 56:11. 
11So thnt wo mt'Y bol dly sny_j Tho Lord is my helper, :md I will not fear what 
man shall do unto mo. 11 H()b. 13 :6. 
"Though ho slay me , yet will I trust in him. 11 • Job.13:lSo 
"Shndr .::1.ch, Mcsh.?.ch, and .'\.beclnego, answered :md snid to the lcing, 0 Nebuchad
nezzar, wo nrc not c,1rcful to answer thee in this mnttero If it be so, our 
God whom 110 serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace ••• 
but if not ••• we will not serve thy gods ." Dan. J:16-18. 

V, REJOICES IN 'IRL\LS 

11 In everything give thanks: for this is tho will of God." I Thess. 5:18 .. 
11 Giving thnnks ru. vmys for all things unto God. 11 Eph. 5 : 20. · 
11 It is good for m0 th;:it I have been afflicted." Ps. 119:71. 
"I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments fi re right, Dnd that Thou in faithfulness 
hast afflicted me ." Ps. 119:75. 
"He glory in our tribulntions Also: knowing that tribulation vrorketh · 
.patience; and patience., experience; and experience, hope. 11 Rom. 5 :J,4 .. 

VI •. •UNDERST,\NDS THE PRINCifLES 

A0 THAT SUFFElUNG I S tJECESS;Ju FOR EVERY CI-ffiISTIAN 

(1) PERSECUTION 

11Yea, nnd nll th:?.t will live godly in Chris t Jesus shall suffer porsecutionc '' 
II Tim. 3 :12. 
"For unto you it i s given, in tho beh,::,lf of ' Christ, not only to believe on 
Him, but nl so to suffer for His . snke . 11 · Phil •. 1 :29 .. 
"He must through much tribul.?.tion enter into the Kingdom. 11 Acts 14 :22 •. 
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"Woe unto you, when nll mcm shnJ.l spo;ik well of youl II Luke 6 :26. 
11 If ye were of t he world, thG world would love his own, but because ye are 
not of the world, but I ha.ve chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world h c1 teth you." Jn. 15:19 .. 

( 2) C011RE CTI ON 

"For vmom the Lord l ove th Ik chastencth, and scourgeth every son v,hom He 
rccciveth. If ye cnd1.1.re ch,..,_stcming, God d8ru.cth with you cl.S with s ons; 
for wh,'.".t son is he w~1:)rn the Father chastenoth not? But if yo·be without 
ch2stisemcmt, vrhcri:.;o.f 211 arc part2kcrs, then ri.r,J ye b Hs t cJ rds , and not sons ., " 
IIcb , 12:6-9. 
:•A::. m.~ny as I love~ .l r obukeo " Rev. J:19.-
!IBut when vm :::ire judged, we nre ch::i.stuned of the Lord, that YiO should not re 

• COildemnud with tho v.orldo II I Car. 11 :J2 
(The Fc.thcr chA.Gtcns,) ••• 11 For our profit, that we might be pnrtakers of Hi F: 
holiness ." Hob . 12:10. 
11 If children , then heirs • •• if so be that we suffer with Him. 11 no. 8 :17. 

( 3) TRIBUL:. TION 
"If, when ye do well, :md suffer for it, ye take it pa tiently, this is 
acceptabl e with God. · For oven hereunto were ye called: because Christ also 
suffered for us, l urivlng us an example that ye should follow in His steps: 
VJho, when He w1s reviled, r eviled not ,1gain; when He suffered, He threatened 
not. 11 I Pot. 2:40-23. 
"Vv'hy do ye not r ather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?" I Car. 6 :7. 
"Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but r :,ther give place unto wrath: for 
it is written, Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, s:iith the Lord0 Therefore., 
if thine enemy hunger, f eud Him; if he thirst., give him drink: for in so 
doing thou shalt he;:ip co r-1ls of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome e:vil with good." Ro. 12:19-21. 
"Charity suffer e th long, ;ind is kind. 11 I Car. lJ:4. 

B. TR\T SUFFERING IN CHRIST IS A SEAL OF ETERNAL LIFE 

11 If we suffer, we shrill :,lso reign ·with Him. 11 II Tim. 2:12 •. 
11 And our hope of you is s t eridfast, knowing, that !'IS ye ::ir e partakers of the 
suff crings, so shall ye be also of tho consolAtion. 11 II Cor. 1: 7 •. 
11·;;,fherefore l e t them that suffer ;iccording to the will of God commit the 

~· keeping of their souls to Him in vrell doing, ns unto a f ni thful Creator-. 11 

I Pet. 4:19. 
"If ye be r epro ached .for the Name of Christ, happy .ire ye; for the spirit 
of glory .:1 nd of God r t~s t e th upon you. 11 I Pet. 4 :14. 
11 For our light affl i ction , which is but for a moment, vrorke th for us a fax· 
more exceeding Md etcrn_el weight of glory. 11 II Car. 4 :17. 

C. TlL\.T THE 1Ri f,L OF OUH FAITH IS OF GREAT v:.LUE 

11 Thnt the trial of your f!lith, being much more prucious than of gold that 
perisheth, though i t he tried \Ti th fire, might be found unto prn.ise Dnd 
honour and glory :it the appo.'.lring of J esus Christ, 11 I Pct. l:7o 


