
HAS THE LAW REALLY ENDED? 

I. CONSIDERATION OF SOME KEY TERMS 

A.Law. 
1. That which is enacted by men, Luke 20:22 (tribute to Caesar). 
2. Law written on heart, Rom 2:4.Conscience and morality. 
3. Law of the millennium, Isa. 2:3. 
4. Laws governing the millennial temple, Ezek 43: 11-12. 
5. Law of Christ, Gal 6:2. 
6. Perfect law, law of liberty, Jas 1 :25. OT and teachings of X. 
7. Law of sin, Rom. 7:23. Flesh. 
8. Law of Moses. Ex 20: 1-17 (comm), 21: 1-23:33 (ordin), 25-31 (ceremonies). 

B. End. Rom 10:4 ( tEAO<J) 
1. Option #1. Goal or result. "this discussion was held to the end that" 
2. Option #2. Termination or conclusion. "the end of the discussion" • 
3. Option #3 . Some blending of both l , 2. If Micah 5:2 reaches its goal in birth of X, also 

reaches its conclusion as a prophecy. X's coming is the goal of the Law, Gal 3:24-25 and 
conclusion bee after His coming Law does not provide salvation or means of sanctification. 

4. Preference. Termination or conclusion. Luke 16: 16; Gal. 3:24-25. Law is righteous but not 
a means of justification. So ended. 

C. Fulfilled or accomplished, Matt. 5:17-8. 7tA£poo in 17, ytvoµat in 18. 
Law and prophets=OT, Mt 11: 13; 22:40.Lk 16: 16. 
Fulfill and come to pass. Finish, not confirm or establish as Bahnsen says= confirming and 

ratifying the continuing validity of OT law. Thus OT law should be applied to all nations now and 
ch should strive to accomplish that. 

How did X fulfill? (1) Obeyed law. (2) Fulfilled its types. (3) Paid penalty of law for sin. 

II. THEOLOGICAL STATEMENTS ABOUT THE MOSAIC LAW 

A. Law is a Unit. p. 241.2 parts not done away and only moral remains. All parts required obed. 
Death for breaking Sabbath, for not resting land, for Nadab and Abihu. Jas 2: 10. 
B. Law is Ended, pp 242-43. 

1. Jerusalem council ,Acts 15: 10, 15,24. 
2. Romans 10:4. Acts 13:39. '~ s~ r-;_1 . 7. ,1.-

includes 10 comm and Ka:tap"(EO =abolish, set aside, wipe out, make ineffective, powerless. 
Gal 3: 19 until Seed comes. Word in Rom 3:3, 31; 6:6; 7:2, 6; 1 Cor 2:6; 6: 13 ; 13:8, 10, 11 ; 
15:24, 26; Eph 2: 15; 2 _Tim 1: 10; Heb 2: 14; 2 Thess 2:8. Not annihilated but put out of 
commission. True of Satan, old nature , law. 

4. Heb. 7: 11-12. If law not done away , neither is Levitical priesthood. If X our high priest. 
then no Mosaic law. 
In summary: Law is holy , command holy, rteous , good, Rom 7: 12. In OT joy of heart, Ps 19:8; 
delight, 119:47; bliss, 32: 1; crowning of grace, 103:4 refreshing, 19:~. 

III. THE PROBLEM 
NT quotes 9 of 10 and commandments from other "parts" of the Law, Rom 13:9 (Ex 20, Lev 19). 
Deut 6 in Mk 12. How can Law be done away, yet quoted. Why not all 10? 

IV. SOME PROPOSED SOLUTIONS 

1. Ignore the problem. "The Christian is under the evangelical obligation of love and the written 



law becomes his guide, a rule of gratitude." Baker' s Diet of Theol. 2 Cor 3 , Heb 7 ignored in the 
discussion. 
2. Calvin. Part of law ended. 10 binding on church today, tho Sabbath non-literal. 
Moral law abrogated only in its effect of condemning people. Ceremonial law abrogated in effects 
and use. Did not consider Sunday a continuation of Sabbath (unlike most Reformed). 

3. John Murray. IO abolished but he sees them applicable in some deeper sense, whatever that 
means. "Hence the abolition of these regulations is coincident with the deeper understanding of the 
sanctity of the Commandments. It is this same line of thought that must also be applied to the 
fourth comm. Abolition of certain Mosaic regulations? Yes! But his is no way affects the sanctity 
of the commandment nor the strictness of observance that is the complement of that sanctity." 
Collected Writings, l:212. New Bible Diet: ·'The precepts of the Decalogue have relevance to the 
bel as the criteria of that manner of life which love to God and to our neighbour dictates." 

4. EJ Young on Sabbath, New Bible Diet. "Sunday •'is the Lord's Day, and as such is the sabbath 
which God had instituted at creation. The commands regarding it have never been 
abrogated .... [its] blessing is obtained by a resting on the sabbath from all one's regular secular 
toil." Westminster Shorter Catechism calls Sunday the "Chrisian Sabbath" (Q 59). Q 60 asks how 
to sanctify it. "By a holy resting all that day, even from such worldly employments and recreations 
as are lawful on other days.'' 

4. Mine. Think code. Adam lived under a code. Noah also. Abr Gen 26:5. Mosaic. Today. 
Millennium. 
Solution. ( l)Mosaic Code in its entirety done away. 
(2) Law of X operative today. Contains some old commands, Rom 13>9; some new ones, l Tim 
4:4; some revised ones, Rom 13:4 (Cap pun). 
(3) Laws of Mosaic done away. If any particular law that was part of Law appears in code today it 
is binding, in a literal, not non-literal nor deeper, sense. 

Illus. Children growing up. Bedtime. 
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