
NATURE OF GOD'S SOVEREIGNY . 
Intro. Dl ff subj .Most impt to s·ay enuf or 

' unbalanced. Go only as far as Blble • .,,--.,, . 

· '·• The Concept. 
1. Not Blbllcal word like atonement,trinity. 
2 •. Eng. means highest,prlncipal,related to 

sporano,highest female voice.Doesn't tell 
you how or relatnships of highest but fact.• 

Highest ruler ls G0 d.Col. 1. Eph 1 tells how 
He rules. Not nee dictatrolal but in control. 
or wouldn't be highest. 
ll¥xtilaxtila:Eallbdtti'.m In outworking concept 
ls close to ldea of selection.Used to it. _ 
Color,slze,abllitles,sp glfts,leaders.Is,J8 cob: 
II.The Characteristi9.~ ~~~ 

It ts allQtnclusiw~r Eph. 1:11. 
But by varying direct means. Direct-Actws 5.'1 

Bedlnary,1 Cor 11:30; Host indirect, 
Rom 1:26-7. 
Compatible with His character. 
Lovlng, Eph 1: 4. 
Wlse, Jude 25. ~ 

\ 
Eternal, Originated tn eternity,Eph. 1:4. 

and extends to eternity future.Gives 
new dlmenslon. We see and learn of only 
a 11 ttle part of God's plan.Like symphony.-
No judge, of lts wisdom. : 

Self•glorifying.Eph. 1:12-,14. i 
Hard for 7us 1he~ of-ee~thly pe~spective. 

PT ~ o.~s Hst1n yet s1n sin. 
/Ps 78•41 

Add to 1. Uses laws and ls thereby itmited. 
e.g. gravity. e.g. Gal. 6:7. e.g. preaching, 
1 Cor. 1:21, Rom 10:14. If not concnd to 
be in accord .with God's laws, then somdhing 
w ong wlth your vlew of sov. ~ ..., or~ 

• Comforting to bel. Is lt bad to be in hand: 
of Gdd llke that? Only if don•t heed Hts l 
clear wlll. · In sal or service. 
Everytling lmpt includ decision today. 

Lll; H - 31. 
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SOVEREIGNTY, SALVATION, AND SERVICE 

Intro. Area most perplexlr.g ls sal.Need 
G9d 1 s viewpoint-no rights for man.Wonder 
is that anyone chosen. Most lmpt area is 
service, yet often least thot of. 

I. There ls n People (of Hts choice). 
Eph. 1:4-5 show a group, time, purpose, 

motive (lo'l!e). 
Other passages show individuals .. 

.. 2 Jn 1,13; Gal 1:15-16; Rom 16:13(Rufus) 
Jn 13:18 {excludes Judas). 

What about others? Rom 9:23; 1 Pet 2:8 • . 
Preach to all. 

II.There ls a Proceedure. Eph 2:8-9. 
·1. Basts-grace, no works (Rom 4:4), 

God's gift (Phil 1:29). 
2. Channe l or req. Faith, Jn 3:16. 

Can a man bel? certainly bee imperatives 

III. There ls a Path (of service) 
Jn 15:16; Gal 1:15-16. 
Eph 2:10. 
Purpose of sal--good works readied before 

yet my res to walk ln them 
Proof of · sal--good works exhibited as 

1 Thess 1. 

Concl. Contemplate Hts will and do it. 
Don't speculate. If don't serve that's 
clearlynot Hts will. If don't bel. same, 



11X. Herein is discovered the inestimable felicity of the pious mind. Human l 
is beset by innumerable evils, and threatened with a thousand deaths. Not 

to go beyond ourselves,-since our body is the receptacle of a thousand diseases, 
and even contains and fosters the causes of diseases, a man must unavoidably carry 
about with him destruction in unnumbered forms, and protract a life which is, as 
it were, involved in death. For what else can you say of it, when enither cold 
nor heat in any considerable degree can be endured ~tJl:9ut danger? Now, whither
soever you turn, all the objects around you are nott\Rbrbrthy of your confidence, 
but almost openly meance you, and seem to threaten immediate death. Embark in a 
ship; there is but a single step between you and death. Mount a horse; the slipping 
of one foot endangers your life. Walk through the streets of a city; you are 
liable to as many dangers as there are tiles on the roofs. If there be a sharp 
weapon in your hand, or that of your friend, the mischief is manifest. All the 
ferocious animals you see are armed for your destruction. If you endeavour to 
shut yourself in a garden surrounded with a good fence, and exhibiting nothing but 
what is delightful, even there sometimes lurks a serpent. Your house, perpetual:cy
liable to fire, menaces you by day with poverty, and by night with falling on your 
head. Your land, exposed to hail, frost, drought, and various tempests, threatens 
you with sterility, and with its attendant, .famine. I omit poison, treachery, 
robbery, and open violence, which partly beset us at home, and partly pursue us 
abroad. Amidst these difficulties, must not man be most miserable, who is hal..f 
dead while he lives, and is dispirited and alarmed as though he had a sword 
perpetually applied to his neck? You will say that these things happen seldom, 
or certainly not alw~s, nor to every man, but never all at once. I grant it; 
but as we are admonished by the examples of others, that it is possible for them 
to happen also to use, and that we have no more claim to exemption from them than 
others, we must unavoidably dread them as events that we may expect. What can you 
imagine more calamitous than such a dread? Besides, it is an insult to God to 
say that he has exposed man, the noblest of his creatures, to the blindness and 
temerity of fortune. But here I intend to speak only of the misery which man must 
f'eel, if he be subject to the dominion of fortune. " ~-wt~ (h..,/J,~ /!A--- J<.v", ~to 



PROBLEMS OF SOVEREIGNTY 

I. What•s golng to be ls going to be. 
Dlff from fatalism bee 1. no Intelligence 
behind fatalism only blind chance. 
and 2. fatalism doesn't emphasize means, 
only ends and decree says means and res
ponsibility nee. part. 

2. God ls Jhe author •• sln. Isa 45:7. 
Ezek 28: 0. · God hates sin. God never 
responsible tor co11111lsslon d. sln. 
God not caught oft guard when sln appeared. 
God did design plan that pemltted sln 
but wasn't author of the sln ln the plan. 

3. Man not responsible bee not free. 
same? as ln Rom J 9:19. Ans. God has 
absolute rights but equally true that t, 
ln exerclslng them Ke has made man 1--1t,t 

responsible. Eating, praying, wltnessl~L 
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GOD'S SOVEREIGNTY 

I.The Concept of God's Sovereignty 

II. The Characteristics of God's Sovereignty 

A. It is comprehensive in scope, Eph. 1: 11. 
B. It is compatible with His character. 

It is loving, wise, eternal, and self-glorifying. 
C. It compels us to serve Him, John 15:16; Gal. 1:15-16; Eph. 2:10. 
D. It comforts us. 

Ill. The Questions about God's Sovereignty 

A. Isn't it the same as fatalism? 
B. Can people really be free? 
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316 Basic Theology 

C. It Makes God the Author of Sin 
I think we must acknowledge that God did construct a plan which 
included sin, and did not include it as a surprise. Yet we must guard the 
clear teaching of Scripture that God hates sin (Ps. 5:5), that He is never 
responsible for our committing sin (James 1:13), and. that including sin in 
His plan does not make it somehow~ sinful and us less culpable. 

All that the Bible says about the concrete appearance of sin in creatures 
is that it was found in Satan (Ezek.,_ 28: 15). Isaiah 45: 7 may refer to God's -
including evil in His plan, or some understand -th·~-verse to refer to the 
results of sin like calamity. Proverbs 16:4 teaches also that all things are 
included in God's plan. We must seek a balance in this truth and live 
with the unresolved tensions. 

Finally, face the ramification of all things not being included in one 
way or another in God 's plan. This would mean that there were things 
outside of His conrrol, and that is a frightening idea. 

Listen to these words of Calvin. 
"Herein appears the immeasurable felicity of the godly mind . Innu

merable are the evils that beset human life; innumerable too the deaths 
that threaten it. We need not go beyond ourselves: since our body ·is the 
receptacle of a thousand diseases-in fact holds within itself and fosters 
the causes of diseases-a man cannot go about unburdened by many 
forms of his own destruction , and without drawing out a life enveloped, 
as it were , wi th death . For what else would you call it, when he neither 
freezes nor sweats without danger? Now, wherever you turn , all things 
around you not only are hardly to be trusted but almost openly menace, 
and seem to threaten immediate death . Embark on a ship; you are one 
step away from death. Mount a horse; if one foot slips, your life is 
imperiled . Go through the city streets; you are subject to as many dangers 
as there are tiles on the roofs. If there is a weapon in your hand or a 
friend 's, harm awaits . All the fierce animals you see are armed for your 
destruction. But if you try to shut yourself up in a walled garden, 
seemingly delightful , there a serpent sometimes lies hidden. Your house, 
continually in danger of fire, threatens in the daytime to. impoverish you, 
at night even to collapse upon you. Your field, since it is exposed to hail, 
frost, drought, and other calamities, threatens you with barrenness, and 
hence , famine . I pass over poisonings, ambushes , robberies, open vio
lence, which in part besiege us at home, in part dog us abroad. Amid 
these tribulations must not man be most miserable , since, but half alive 
in life, he weakly draws his anxious and languid breath, as if he had a 
sword perpetually hanging over his neck? 

"You will say: these events rarely happen, or at lease not all the time, 
nor to all men , and never all at once. I agree; but since we are warned by 
the examples of ochers chat these can also happen to ourselves, and chat 
our life ought not to be excepted any more than theirs , we cannot but be 
frightened and terrified as if such events were about to happen to us. 
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What, therefore , more calamitous can you imagine than such trepidation? 
Besides, it is an insult to God to say that He has exposed man, the 
noblest of His creatures, to the blindness and temerity of fortune" 
(Institutes of the Christion Religion, I, XVII , 10). 

Then join with Paul in his magnificent doxology which comes at the 
conclusion of his lengthy and detailed section on election when he wrote: 
"Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

: r How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For 
't who has known the mind of the Lord , or who became His counselor? Or 
"" who has first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For 

from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the 
glory forever. Amen" (Rom. 11 :33-36). 


