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When the apostle Paul was facing a certain death in a Roman dungeon,'ﬁe wrote Vi
concerning smzkkx that prospect this: 'I am now ready to be offered and the time of
my ddéparture is at hand (2 Tim 4:6).° The way Paul described death which is so real,
so certain, and such a vivid remindar of the limitation of man &nd the effects of
sin is very interesting and worth fixing our attention on for a moment this afternoon,
Death, he says, is a departure. This is a very descriptéive word. It literally means
an unloosing in order to take a journey. Death, he says, y,15 a Journey.
Now a journey, of course‘nédﬂ&-the departure, ttxxttxx the journey itself, and
the arrival at some destination.

The departure or the leaving is the unloosing from all the opporunities, joys,

and experiences of life. B But it also means an unloosing from all the limitations
of 1life in these bodies of ours. When death comes the limitations are over, for
death is a loosing from all the experiences, pleasnat and unpleansant,of life.

How long is the journeyf Alt is 1nstantaneous?fAfter death the destination is arrived

at in an instant. For the believer in Christ the departure from earth means an

immediate arrival in the presence of thdliving Christ in heaven. This same apostle

Paul in another epistle said that to mpartxisxtwxk® be abgsent from the body is to

be present with the Lord. Leaving earth means for the Christian arriving in heaven.

For<§iandmaother it meant from St. Anthony's to heaven, and may I say, without eve_

a stop ewen on Henry St. Immediately present with the Lord, not somestayl It is

a journey which couldnot be shorter, and there are no intermediate stops along the way.
e onl her plame—in the NiT: where this word depart is ueed) and -

be with Christ, -Paul says, is far better.

How can we be sure that Grandmother is there today. Because the Word of God says so.
It is Paul again who tells us that to depart is to be with Christ and this is far
better (Phil. 1:21), This is the only other time this word depart is used in our

New Testament. God's Word says she is therg)and God has never been untrue to His word.

But Grandmother's own life tells us that she is in hemven today. Most of us here
have been in one wap or more the beneficiaries of the multitude of her good works.
Her Iull 1life was a continuous kmakx exhibition of good deeds. But mxEmpk these in
themselves do not guarantee that she is with the Lord, for salvation is not by
works of righteousness whéch we have done but it is according to His mercy that He
saves us, And yet her worlds testify to the change which the Lord Jesus worked in
her heart.

One Christmas vacation 16 or 17 years ago when I was home from seminary, for some
reason the entire family was going to some function except Grandqaother and me.

So I spent the evening with her here in the house. In the course of our conversation
I was telling her of the practical Christian work in which I was engaged along with
my studies and particularly of the many children we were reaching each week with

the gospel message.khmkx¥wzuxxdimg Many of them were receiving the Lord into their
hearts bnd were being saved. After I had finished she said, "That's when I received
Him as my Saviour, as a child, and that's the best time." She did not often speak of
these things, but her life é abundant evidence that she belonged to the Lord and
served Him all her days. This is why--the testimony of God's Word and the testimony

of Grandmother®s own life and lips-- we know that her Bmstiwstimm Jjourney took her to
heaven,

We most earnestly hope that all who are here to honor her today have that same simple
but sufficient faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Saviour that Grandmother had- -
faith which will guarantee that when you depart on that joumney of death you will

arrive in an instant in heaven. Quote 2 Tim 4:6 and Phil 1:21.



