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In our survey of the Bible, we have come to the bo~k 4f Numbers. The, 
children of Israel have been brought by God's provtdence, through the 
leadership of Moses, out of the land of Egypt, hav~ e~camped at Mount 
Sinai where they received from him the law with all of its regulations 
governing the many aspects of their lives, and now I th+y are preparing: 
at the opening of the book of Numbers for the departure from Sinai ' 
into their own promised land of Pales tine. I : 

The first ten chapters of the book of Numbers tell us of the prepara-: 
tions which were made for the departure from Sinai on their journey 
back home to Palestine. From the tenth chapter of the book through the 
fourteenth chapter there is the record of the jour~eyj from Sinai to , 
Kadesh-barnea which was at the entrance to the land o~ Palestine. Tnis 
was an eleven day journey. When they came to Kade~h-
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barnea, the border 
of the land, you recall that they sent spies into the land of Pales-, 
tine to see who was there now and what they were l~k~ and what troub~e 
they might expect in regaining possession of the hpmeland. The spies 
came back and the majority report said that they shoJld not go into 
the land because there were giants there, and theyl

1 

wduld have nothing 
but trouble since they could not possibly conquer thJm. The minority 
report agreed that there were giants. They did n9t diinimize the diffi
culties or overlook the obstacles, but they also tjecdgnized that God• 
was with them; that God had promised them deliverl'ncJ and God had 
promised them this land. • ) 

I 
The people sided with the majority, and in unbelief fhen, because they 
did not believe that God was able to take care of lthrm they decided not 
to go into the promised land. Now the Lord punisltes unbelief. Thisi is 
undoubtedly the greatest sin that a person can cotiuni • Some of the : 
people did not believe God when they said, "Let's I return to Egypt. 11 

, 

You find this in Numbers 14 :4, "Let us make a captaip, and let us re
1
turn 

to Egypt. 11 God punished them for the unbelief that they had exhibit:ed 
on this occasion. The punishment is recorded at ~he! end of the four~
teenth chapter of Numbers beginning at verse twent~ine, "Your carc,ases 
shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were t ered of you, : 
according to your whole number, from twenty years ol~ and upward, w~ich 
have murmured against me." All of1 them were to fal/1 in the wilderness· 
except the little ones and Joshua and Caleb, the two spies who had 
brought in the minority report and who had believkd /God and urged the 
people to go into the land. The people were to wknder in the wilderness 
forty years because of this unbelief exhibited atl KJdesh-barnea. 

So the years of wandering are recorded for us beJ1Jing at the fiftJenth 
I I I chapter of the book of Numbers and continuing th1ough the twenty-first 

chapter. They wandered in the wilderness as a puni1hment for their 
unbelief. 

In the twentieth chapter of Numbers in this time of wandering, Moses also 
does something that brought punishment upon him. i Once before when the 
people wanted water, he had been told by God to strtke a rock and w~ter 
would come out. We find this record in Exodus 1~. Here, Moses struck 
the rock when God told him merely to speak to th~ r ck, and God punish
ed him for this act of disobedience. It seems to u to be a very , 
little thing, but God is interested in obedience in all things, and! 
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when Moses disobeyed God on this occasion, the Lord unished him by 
excluding him from personally bringing the people:info the land of 
Palestine. "The Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, !Because ye believed 

I 

me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the childre~ Of Israel, therefore, 
ye shall not bring this congregation into the lanq which I have given 
them" (numb. 20:12). So for this act of disobedienye to the word 
of God which was exhibited in Moses' smiting the rocf when he should 
have spoken to the rock, God brought the punishmerit of excluding him 
from actually leading the people into the land of!Palestine. 

Sin is a terrible thing, and when we sin, though qod does forgive th~ 
sin as God did forgive Moses, God does not usually ease the history 
that has already been recorded. Moses never had ~no her opportunity 
to right this wrong. Moses was never given a cha4cel to make up for, 
this in order that he might personally lead them intb the land of Pa:1-
estine. Forgiveness is one thing and God grants thi~ upon confession, 
but the erasing of history is another thing, and gen,rally God does n. ot 
allow this to happen because history is a part of!ou record. When we 
sin and are out of fellowship and fail to walk with od, then this be
comes a part of our historical record. When we l6se time, when we 
wander from the will of God, then we cannot regai~ Of recapture that 
time. We can get back on the right track and Godlwi 1 1 forgive but 
those days are gone; history has been written and it cannot be changed. 
So it was with Moses when he sinned here during the ilderness wander-
ings of the children of Israel, I 

The same was true with Edom. We find an interesting account here in 
chapter 20 concerning the land of Edom. Edom ref~se to let the chHd
ren of Israel pass a certain way, and God did not[fokget this either 
because we read all the way through the Old Testamenf of God's punish
ment upon Edom for their treatment of Israel. Inf th~ last book of 
the Old Testament, the book of Malachi, we read agai of Edom deserving 
punishment simply because she refused to help the[ch ldren of Israel 
as they wandered during these years in the wildernes • 

The book of Deuteronomy is a restatement of the Llw f Moses which was 
recorded also in Exodus and Leviticus. So in the[hi tory of the Old 
Testament, we pass from Numbers to the book of Jolhu • 
Joshua records, in the first twenty four chapters of his book, the 
conquering and dividing of the land of Palestine, th homeland of the 
people. Joshua was appointed as Mosses successor an~ preparations 
were made to cross the Jordan. It was crossed {c~ap~ers 3 and 4). , 
You read then about the conquest of Jericho, the fal~ing down of the 
walls of Jericho in chapters 5 and 6 of the book bf croshua, then the 
sin of Achan in chapter 7--a sin of just keeping f 11ittle thing for ; 
himself. But again this was a matter of disobeyi~g od, and this matter 
of disobedience or unbelief was very severely pun·sh din the case of 
Achan. 

Conquests of other parts of the land are recorded i the succeeding· 
chapters and the division of the land of Palestin i recorded beginning 
at chapter 13 of the book of Joshua. Now there a e lots of little 
things, a lot of history, a lot of movement here ha teach certain , 
lessons. I think in this particular section of t~e ible, when Israel 
is moving from Sinai through the years of wildernrss wandering and : 
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finally, after serving the forty years of punishment, into the land of 
I 

Palestine itself, the chief lesson that we see in th·s section of the 
Bible is that small things are important especially ~hen they are 
matters of obedience or disobedience to God. At Kadesh-barnea, God 
punished because of their unbelief. Moses' striking fthe rock instead 
of speaking to it (Numbers 20), seems like a littlF thing but it was 1 

a matter of disobedience to what God had specifica 1ll1i1
1 said. The Edom.-

1 I 

ites refused passage to the children of Israel in Numbers 20 for what 
they undoubtedly thought were very good reasons, dol1 eJ not seem like a 
major thing and yet to God it was a very important ting which He 
punished. The sin of Achan which again did not seem like a very big! 
thing (Joshua 7) but a thing which God had command~d and which Achani 
disobeyed, this He punished. And in the ninth char,t r of Joshua, some
thing we did not mention, a league that was made ~it the Gibeonites~ 
seems like a little thing, and yet this is something r.-7hich created 
friction ultimately and which finally helped divid~ he nation later. 
Little things--God is interested in little things be ause God wants 
obedience in all things. 

When you read this section of the Bible, I think the thing that stands 
out in all of these historical events is the fact ~th t God is inter- : 
ested in having His people obey Him--obey Him eveJ if they do not 
understand all that's being said or why, but obey H~ because he said 
so. Actually if you look at it this way, you'll s~e lquite easily th~t 
disobedience is really an example of our unbelief ·I When we disobey,! 
in effect we're saying, "Lord you're not right, ankt 1 don't believe i 

you're right. I believe that I'm right. I believ~ ~hat I have the i 

answer instead of you. 11 Disobedience is really unbe~ief and unbelief 
is the sin that is most serious in God's sight. 1!£ }jou're not a : 
Christian today, I invite you to believe in Jesus pb~ist. Unbelief '. 
is serious and will be punished, not be forty years of wandering, 
but by an eternity separated from God. If you arel a !Christian then 
God wants you to walk by faith. He wants you to tru~t Him and be 
obedient to every detail of His revealed will in His.Fitten word. 
He's interested in the small things of life. He i~ ~nterested in 
helping us in the small things of life and He is ibt rested in having 
us obey Him in all things. ! 




