Message #1
BIBLE SURVEY Dr.

Charles C. Ryrie
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Today we begin a series of messages on the general subject of surveying
the history of the Bible. There are many very good ways to study the |
Bible. It is always a good thing to study it book b ﬂook, chapter 1

by chapter, and verse by verse, but it is also good so

etimes to get a

more general overview of the Bible and look at it in itis broad outline.
This we propose to do in this particular series of mfs ages. We want to
or
|

look at the Bible in its general scope, in its pan

» in the whole

sweep of its revelation, and to do this we shall look firom Genesis to
Revelation. Obviously, in a study like this, it is extremely necessary
that one pick and choose the things that we are going to talk about, aﬁd
I have had to do this. Everything cannot possibly be covered in a series
like this, and yet we want to hit the high spots\and]sée the highlights

of God's dealings with men in the history of the Bible.

Broadly speaking, there are three main periods of Bible history. The |
first begins with creation in the book of Genesis and continues through

the 0ld Testament, concluding with the book of Malachi.
broad period is that time between the testaments fro

The second 1
lachi till the!

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. The third broad period is the period

of the New Testament, the period from the time of th
the close of that first century, and the writing of th
the Bible.

ife of Christ to
last book of !

In the Old Testament period which we begin today, of| course, the firsti

thing is the creation of the world and of man. We read
the opening chapter of the Bible in the book of Genesis
"In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth
so simple, yet so complete. "And the earth was without

and darkness was upon the face of the deep and the spir

this account in
» chapter 1. l
,' a statement !
form and void |

it of God moved '

upon the face of the waters,' and then beginning at verse three, we

have the account recorded of the things that God did|in
of creation that continue on through the rest of that c¢
are many differences of opinion about some of the detai
and I do not propose particularly to deal with those|di
I would like to point out some of the more obvious and

that are revealed to us about the creation of the world
these opening verses of the book of Genesis. The first
God who did the creating. The God of whom this chapIer
the God of man's imagination. When the surveys go arou
"Do you believe in God?" and when they get a rather lar
affirmative answers indicating that many people apparen
God, they need to ask the second question, "What God?"

the seven days |
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ls of creation
fferences. But
important facts%
, and of man in
is this: it is
speaks is not |
nd and ask people,
ge number of

tly do believe in
And the '"what

I
i

God" is very clearly revealed to us as the creator of the heavens and

the earth. This is the God who Moses knew, and I think

that we need to

realize that Genesis, being written by Moses, should (be

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth,' Mos

understood

s was speaking

through Moses' eyes and through Moses' mind. When M seE wrote, "In the

of the God he knew. Moses was not a primitive man. |Mo

es is relatively

recent in the history of man. Neither was Moses an uneducated man; on

the contrary he was a highly educated man. He was educ

people. Therefore, Moses was a man who could be precis

wisdom of Egypt, we know that the Egyptians were tho ou§hly advanced

or in his manner of expression. Furthermore, languaje as well developed

ted in all the

in his thinking

!



at this time and Moses was not stuck for words, and he
for some ways to express that which was being revealed
other words, when Moses said, "In the beginning, God cr
and the earth," He is speaking of, and thinking about,
nizing the God whom he knew, not some intangible entity
where or some impersonal force which no one could know

He is the God who had revealed Himself at the burning b
who had revealed Himself to Moses in the miracles, and

revealed Himself in the deliverance out of Egypt. This
whom Moses had talked personally and had communion and

daily. This is the God who created the heavens and the
some God of man's making, not some God of man's mind,
man's imagination, but the God who revealed Himself gn
and the personal encounters with Moses himself. So whe
God created the heavens and the earth, he tells us very
the creator is.

Now another thing we notice in this passage is therei
tails as to how God did this creating. You often he|
the only important thing that we need to know from the
about creation is that God did it, not how He did it

people say, the Bible doesn't tell us much about how He
not so.
but actually speaking, there are many details we are |to
passage about how God created the heavens and the earth
created man as the capstone of creation. So a lot of t
here as well as the who.
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There is a third thing we need to consider and that is
does God do this? Well, I cannot pronounce with finali
but I can point out to you, that in verses 1 and 2, ﬂ
consider them or whatever time they may refer to, thlre
off of time. In other words verses 1 and 2, do not spe
of time that may be involved in the original act of cre

ing the days which follow beginning with verse 3, some

that these days are rather long periods of time, and som

word day is used that way. Others believe that these 4
would understand them now, 24 hour days. And the wond,
used that way too. But however you consider the length
days, it is important to notice that man was created jat
sixth day. Man in other words is a recent creation of
the earth may be according to verses 1 and 2. Man was
end of God's creative activity. Man is the capstone jof
and God did all of this in order that He could have
would have fellowship with Himself.

Of course, it was not long before man ruined this len
not long before man broke that fellowship which God had
Himself. It was not long before man sinned and thus
purpose which God had had in order to create him.

needs a Saviour, because although he was created per
he broke that fellowship and sinned and now needs so
that fellowship with the living God. That someone, and
can restore that fellowship is, of course, the Lord Jes

foc
O

hen.

Wum

lu
Thid

.

did not grope
to him. 1In ;
eated the heavens
and recog- ‘
way off some-
personally.
ush, the God
the God who

is the God with
fellowship with
earth, not

not some God of
the personal acts
n Moses said that
precisely who

%

ea lot of de-
Eeople say that
{

ook of Genesis
Indeed, some
did it. This is

Granted, there are lots of details that we would like to know,j

d in this
and how He Q
e how is given :
|

When

y on this question,
owever, you may

is no marking
cify the length .

tion. Concern-|
eople believe !
etimes the

ays are as we
of course, is
of the creative
the end of the |
Eod, however old)
reated at the
lGod‘s creation
n beings that

f God., It was |
established with
et the whole ‘
is why man |
at the beginning,
1e to restore ‘
he only one who|
1s Christ.

(o

t
T
t
u




!
-3 - g

The creation account of Genesis is not limited to Genesis. Its referredj
to in other parts of the Bible. If you do not believg Genesis 1 and 2,
you have not gotten rid of the account of creation. or |you find creation
is referred to several other times in the Bible. For |instance, it is
referred to in the 20th chapter of Exodus where God gave|the ten command-
ments. It is referred to several times in the writings of Paul and it

is referred to at least once in the teaching of our Lérd Jesus Christ.

In other words, if you could believe that Moses was not iving us the
truth here, then you will also have to give some explana ion for Christ
saying that in the beginning God created man and woman, le and female,
Adam and Eve. You'll find this record in the 19th chapt r of Matthew.
And also you'll find one of the most important accounts of creation, at
least of the purpose and meaning, and implications of |[creation in the

5th chapter of Romans where Paul says that one man, Adam, did one thing,
sin, and created the consequences of death for all the race; and in
contrast, one man, Jesus Christ, the God man, did one |spectacular act

in His death on the cross of Calvary with the consequence that all who
believe in Him may have everlasting life. If Adam is |[not real, if Adam |
did not actually do the sin that he did, then, of course, you do not
believe in sin or in sin being passed on to the race.| But if Adam sinned
and if the race is thus involved in sin, ther we need |a Saviour. If you
can get rid of Adam, then, of course, you do not need th% Saviour, accord-

ing to Romans 5. But if you need a Saviour, then it's because of what
Adam did when he sinned, after God had created him. In ther words,

the two go together, one act of Adam brings the consequ nces of sin and
the act of Jesus Christ brings the consequences of righteousness to all |
who believe in Him.

This is God's story of creation. He did it. He did it by very specific
means, He created the earth in ages past but man receﬂtl& and He did all
of it in order that man might have fellowship with Himself. Man ruined
that, and you may be in that state of ruin today. But if you will
receive the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ said He would|take you to
the Father, He would guarantee heaven and He would never|cast you out.
This is the new creation, a creation in Jesus Christ.| Will you accept
Him today?






