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It would seem as one reads the Old Testament, that the people of Israel 
never could learn their lesson. We have seen howiGoij delivered the~ 
out of the land of Egypt and yet they disbelieved,Hib at Kadesh-barriea. 
We have seen how God set up over them judges to l~adlthem in right 
paths individually and nationally, and how after ~he death of each • 
judge they defected in a manner far worse than befor, • '· 

, I 

Now we come to a period in Old Testament history +,he~e Israel tries i 
another course of action. The judges did not wor~ for them, the judges 
did not lead them into righteousness because of the ~I ins of the peo~.le, 
and so now they ask for a king over them. We ent~r nto this very in
teresting period of the life of the children of Iha 1 where they ar,e 
under a monarchy. In the books of I and II Samue i, [ and II Kings, land 
I and II Chronicles you find this period recorded\ fo~ us. In Samuel 
and the Kings we have the rise of the monarchy, the growth of it, the 
division of the nation into the northern and southerb kingdoms, and 
finally the fall of the monarchy in the captivities ~nto which both 

1
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north and the south went eventually. I I 

If there is a difference of emphasis between the books of Kings and the 
books of Chronicles, it is perhaps this. In the Chrbnicles, the emphasis 
seems to be more on the religious life of the peoplelwhereas in the Kings, 
the emphasis seems to be more on the political life pf the people. Fur
thermore, in the Chronicles, which is somewhat patal!l.el to the Kings!, · 
beginning after the death of Saul, the writer is conberned only with 
tracing the history of the southern kingdom of Judah! and he, for the 
most part ignores the northern kingdom of Israel exc~pt when Israel has 
contact with Judah. In the Klngs, on the other hand~ you'll find the 
history of both north and south recorded. 

This period opens with a united kingdom. The first king was Saul and 
something is known about Saul by almost everybodylwht has any knowledge 
of the Bible. Saul inaugurated the monarchy for ~he children of Israel. 
He was chosen by God, by Samuel, and by the people. He campaigned 
against the nations around them with success; he *es iged the Amalak'ites; 
but he also entered into sin. One of his worst sins\was intrusion into 
the office of the priest which you will find reco*ded in the thirteenth 
chapter of I Samuel. And because of this which h~ whs not qualified: to 
do, intruding into the priestly office, he loses ij.is I position as the: 
king as far as his dynasty is concerned. The kingshfp would now pass 
to another dynasty because of Saul's sin. And so now we find recorded 
in the Bible the rise of David and the decline of!sa~l. This occupi~s 
the latter part of the book of I Samuel, chapter 16-31. 
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Finally after Saul is dead, David comes upon the scefe as the second1 
king. In many respects, David was an ideal king. I Our Lord Jesus Christ 
honors David by allowing ·aims elf to be called the "s?n of David. 11 D~vid 
was a warrior. Everybody knows the story of David and Goliath. But 
David also warred on a much larger scale. David was also a poet. Who 
does not know one or more of David's Psalms? David as a spiritual 
leader of the people. In many respects he was an lid al king. 

. I 
David reigned over Judah and then over all of Israel for several decades, 
aod David's reign was one in which the oation,prolpe ed in many respOcts. 
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But David also sinned as Saul did. David's sin was al sin of adultry wi 
with Bathsheba. Because of this David suffered certain punishment 

I I 
too, for God does not leave sin unpunished. But i~ spite of all of 
it, David stands out in the record of the ideal king of Israel. 

After David comes Solomon--Solomon who was made kirig knd Solomon who 
I I , 

was the one who caused the empire to prosper materially and geograph-' 
ically; Solomon who was wise above all the people 6n the earth--wise 
because he asked God to make him wise and God answered that prayer. 

I I I 
But Solomon also sinned. He fell into idolatry; he ~isobeyed the 
will of God and he experienced trouble toward the rn~_of his reign b~
cause of his disobedience. In I Kings 11:1, we re~d 

1
something about· 

Solomon's difficulty because of his sin, "But king: s9lomon loved many 
strange women, together with the dauther of Pharao,, women of the Moa
bites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites; /of the nations · 
concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall 

I ' not go into them, neither shall they come into you: for surely they, 
will turn away your heart after their gods: Solo~on clave unto these 
in love. And be had seven hundred wives, princesses, three hundred con-
cubines: and his wives turned away his heart." I / • 
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i i ' Years before God had warned the people concerning th' taking of strange 
wives and particularly he had warned the kings. In Deuteronomy 17, long 

! ! ' before Israel ever conceived of having a king, the Lord said that this 
is what they would want, that they would want a k~ngjover them as the 
other nations had. And God said that the king shoul~ not multiply : 
horses nor should he multiply wives (Deut. 17:16-17:llest his heart ! 

be turned away from God. How important a godly wife is • If she is not 
godly, no matter how godly the husband may be, sh~ 

1 
y turn his hear;t 

away from God. How important it is for a Christian rot to marry out
side the family as Solomon did--marrying women of' the heathen nations 
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around. For with the heathen woman as with the non-Christian mate, the 
god of that person comes into the family life. So s
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1olomon had his 
problems too because he disobeyed the law of God.I 
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In this period, we notice both the good and the b~d /recorded of these 
three great kings, Saul, David and Solomon. God's record is complete, 
not ignoring the bad and not overstating the good1

• /we also see in 
this record a wonderful example of the grace of Godl-probably the out
standing thing in this period of biblical historJ. It is the great 
covenant which God made with David, his king--th~ Davidic Covenant 
which you'll find recorded in the second book of S•el, chapter 7. 
The Davidic Covenant promised to David a dynasty) tbose who would be 
able to sit on his throne; and it promised to Da~id/an everlasting· 

I I throne. It promised to David an everlasting kingdom and it promised 
this in spite of disobedience. The Lord said (If Siunuel 7: 14) "I w;i.ll 
be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I , 
will chasten him with the rod of men, and with t~e ~tripes of the child
ren of men: But my mercy shall not depart away frl him, as I too~ it 
from Saul, whom I put away before thee. And thi~e ouse and thine ! 
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kingdom shall be established forever before thee; 
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[y throne shall.: 
be established forever." Here is God's unchanging romise to David 
and to his heirs of the kingdom that would be established. , 
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. ' 

I will agree that our Lord Jesus Christ is the ult te heir of David. 
He is the king who will take over the reigns of th~s kingdom, but all 
do not agree as to when this kingdom finally will ~e culminated. Some 

i . 
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say that our Lord Jesus is doing it today--ruling i His kingdom. But 
David did not understand a heavenly kingdom; Davi~ Jncierstood an earthly 
kingdom as he was enjoying them in his reign and jaslhis children di* 
when they reigned over the kingdom. And so there are many of us who 
believe that David's kingdom will find its ultt 1telfulfillment wheh 
our Lord Jesus Christ returns to this earth tori~ on the earth oyer 
the kingdom that was promised to be forever to D vid. This millennJal 
kingdom over which Christ shall reign is the cul i~tion, the fulfi~l
ment of the Davidic Covenant and it stands as a oruttant reminder of 
the faithfulness of God's promises. Because God ha, not changed th~s 
promise, because Be still promises in the New Te ta,~nt that the Lotd 
will come and reign over this earth, we know that G~ is true to the 
promises He makes in His word. All of us have f~ilres as Saul and; 
David and Solomon did but all of us have good po\nt as these men had 
too. Only by the grace of God do we have any hope ihat in spite of' 
the bad He will deal with us in mercy and in kill4ne s. Were it not; for 
the grace of God, the dynasty would have been cut of immediately. : 
Were it not for the grace of God, you and I would b+ cut off immediately. 
But Christ Himself said, ''Him that cometh to me, It will never cast ~ut--
never.11 This is the assurance of the promises of G1 d. • 




