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; GOD'S· TERMS OF SALVATlON 
_ "IF YOU CONFESS WITH YOUR MOUTH 

JESUS AS LqRD" Romana 10: 9 

II • . -~ FOLLOWING ARE SOME QUOTES FROM SOME OF CHRIST'S GREATEST 
PASTORS AND EVANGELISTS WHO HAVE EVER LJVED. ·i - - -----

Cl 
L 'lbere is no .raven division of offices whereby we may acknowledge ms Saviour .. 

hood today and withhold decision on His l..Drdship till tomorrow. 'lbe true beli
ever owns Christ as his .AU in All without reservation. 

-Thal Incredible Christian - P. 18, 19 (£w. Toz~(See also Tozer•s 
'. j Divine Conouest, P. 34, 35) I . _ . 

1 2. What is it to believe in Him? It ls not merely to say "He is God and the Saviout- • • 

I 

' I f . 12. Salvation involves our abidinl'J in J'esus. "As ye have, therefore.-nceived Christ ·. 
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him. fl (Colossions 2:6)~. Sim~ ,s-

\ ~ \' ~~ectual conviction expressing itselfln volitional. obedience. ~ 
I • ~'=> • 

I'. 14. Here is light thrown upon the relationship between faith and discipleship. It 1s clear 

l. 
that our I..Drd here uses the word for the first time in the full Christian sense, (John 
1:50, 51), that He rerrards the exercise of faith as be:nry practically synonymous 

·\ with bcinrr a disciple, that from the ver first believers were disciplei:;, and disciples 
were believers. exander Maclaren, ol 10 of Expositions of the Holy l Scripture'/ ________ -.a;__ 7 

i 
! • but to trust Him wholly and entirely, and take Him for all your salvation from . 15. 'lnu:m I believ~ in Jesus, I surrender myself to Him in order fat e be in me, 

---:-+---. this-time-forU, and forever - your-lord,-your Master, your All-. - \ and do that for which He has-becn··qiven to-m!. b od. -- • Andrew Murray 
2.~lcs Spurge§) A 11 of Grae_ e, P. SO_, 3_1 ___ ·~--- , a. 

----- ~ --:-16.-Jesus.-must-be-Lord or-nothing- ~Dt!.---F.-B.-Meyer~ --'~- -
S. It made me greatly ashamed of the vileness of my form~r life, --it made me love 

a holy life and long to do somethina for the honor and ,,.1ory of the Lord J'esus. 
Yea, I thought that bad I now a thousand atllons of blood in my body, I could spill 
it all for the sake of the l..Drd 1 esus. 

-Hopeful telliru.r Christian of his conversion - last paragraph , chapter 9 of 
Pil,,-rim's PrOtTress - P. 1~9 in paperback .-

3 
~ The !o~owlng are quotes from The Saints' Everlastlner Rest b~ · 

4~ere is the man that is in earnest a Christian? Methinks men everywhere make 
but a tri!le of their eternal state. If I were not sick myself of the EamQ d!sease, 
with what tears should I mix this ink, with what aroans should I express these 
complaints, and with what heart qrief should I ~ourn this universal deadness I 

- P. 157 

5. Do we persuade our people a& those should that "lmow the terrors of the Lord"? 
Do we press Christ and regeneration and faith and holiness upon men, believ!ncr 
that without these they C:in never have life? Do we, as Paul 11te:ich them pub!idy, 
anci irom house lo house, at all seasons, and with many tears? Does not carnal 
prudence l!Ontrol our fervor, and make our discourse!: lifeless en subject::: the 
most picrcinq? How aentiy we handle those sins which will so cruelly handle our 
people's souls. -ID. 158 

6. Who should fix the terms of salvation but He th:it bestows the ai!t of salvation? So 
that, let the world, the flczh, c,:o the devil !:pr?ak aryainst a holy, laborious life, 

--···--· this 1s my answer, God hath commanded iL ___ p_ 170,171 _________________ _ 

7 •• Do we heartily accept Christ for our Lord and Saviour? -P. 180 ..... _ -·- ·- -- . - . ., ____ -- -- ---- - ·--- -- -- - .. ·• ------
8. If thou didst re:illy trust God, thou wouldst also be ruled by Him , and trust Him 

in ms own appointed way. He requires thee to give "diligence to make thy calling 
nnd election~.11 -P. 182 

(I. Christ ~ells us, "1'here be few that find the straight qale and narrow way which 
leadeth to life". Should we not search diligently lest we be deceived as well? 

-P. 187 .. 

. 10. let me add some marks by which you may !!:I_ your title to the saints' rest. I 
wm only mention these two: 1. Takin~ God for thy chief good, and henrWy accept
lnCT Christ for thy only Savior and lord. Every soul that hath a title to this rest 
places his chief happiness in God. 'I'liis rest consistf; in the full and glorious en
joyment of God. Canst thou say, 11There is none upon earth that I desire besides 
Thee?" 2. "Art 'Thou also content to take Him for thy only Lord and K:lnq, to 
govern and c;iuide thee by His laws and Spirit, and to ~ Him even when He com-
mandeth the hardest duties. -P. 207 (See NAS, AMP, etc. on J'ohn 3:36) 

, 17. 
-L 

There is the necessity o~tion of character and life, for all who 
would en_ter heaven. ~ IO t 

18. I want ':l'hee to come In and be Lord of my life. ~ / / 

' 19. You need to be born annin, to y~cld yourself wholly to the Christ Himself, and 
believe on His name, and receive rerrener:itlon as a free qift of God's infinite grace. 

-Dr. G. C. Morgan, Vol. 1 of The Westminister Pulpit . 

20. But what is it to believe on the Son of God? n is to accept God's testimony a.bout 
Jesus Christ, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and ill upon that tesUmony 
by putting your full and absolute confldence in Him who is so entirely worthy of 
your confidence, and therefore accepti~ Him to be to yourselves all that He offers 
Himself to be, your crucified Savior, who bore every one of your sins in His own 
body on the cross and thus selUcd them, y.our rif:en S:lvior who has all the power 
in heaven and on earth, and is therefore able to keep you day by day-and, your 
absolute Lord and Mn..'lter, to whom urre e entire control of your thoughts 
and life. -1''rom a sermon b _. R. A. Torrey J'ohn 3:36 · J 2 

21. He who believes in the son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not . 
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him. -J'ohn 3:36 (NAS) 

0 does not obey mean Lordship I 

In Luke 6:46 Christ says, "Why call ye me Lord, Lord. and do not the things that 
I say?" 

In 1 Corinthians 16:22 Paul writes, 11If any man love not the LQrd J'esus Christ 
let him be anathema, maranatha. fl 

In John 14:21 J'esus says, Be that hath my commandments. and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth Me. " • 

Saving faith is demonstrated by our' intense ~for Christ causing a longing desire 
to obey and please Him t 
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QUOO'ATIONS - How to be Saved 

Old Fashioned Revival Hour - Fuller 

"Confess your sins ask God to save you for Chri~t I s sake. 111 

I 

P. 240, An Introduction to~ Study~ Christian Missions - H. R. Cook 
. ' " "A vital program means spiritual guidance. It means bring;• .. them into a 

living relationship with the Lord and with His Wotd., It means trying to 
get them to accept His Lordship in deciding the cburse of their lives, 
whatever their line of work~"' ! 

Dr. Donald Spencer - U.S.A. Series 

"Utter the prqer of the.prodigal son11 - "Ask 
and Master" 

E. Stanley Jones, at college convocation. 

to be your Lord 

I 

I 

"Sign your name in your Bible and. resolve to alloJ Christ to rule 
your life. ,Ii 

Radio message 

"Come forward and follow Christ in baptism." 
I 

I 

• . I 

Ray Russin . . . . · ·. . · I ' . 
I heard Ray Russin stq over.and over again some tlf,me:ago, "Place 
your hand in the nail scared hands of Jesus." Isl this the way to 
be saved? I ask, what a statement for a Y.F.c. mF to state. 

Pentecostal radio program \ 
. I 

During a radio program (p~nteco9.t·a1~ the pastor +otjnced that many 

=o::: !~ =• altar ~seek~(,Jj~/indjng C~isj after "praying 
. .' '• ·:. . . i 

! 
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Do We Really Know the Gospel? 
by Manfred Kober, Th. D. 

Each year, as I teach the doctrine of 
salvation, I give a quiz to test my stu
dents' understanding of the Gospel. I 
ask them to imagine that they are in a 
hospital room, calling on an unbeliever 
who is at death's door. The students 
have time for only twenty-five words 
to communicate the Gospel. After the 
25th word the patient has passed away. 
What would the students say in this 
situation? Are they able to express the 
Gospel so concisely that if the mortally 
ill person responds properly, he is 
saved? Do the students comprehend 
the Gospel sufficiently to put the sav
ing message in these few words? We 
will return to the students and their 
quiz shortly. 

Christ issued a comprehensive 
command to believers: "Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature" (Mark 16:15). Let us 
note (1) what the Gospel is not, (2) what 
the Gospel is, and (3) how we can accu
rately communicate it. 

I. WHAT THE GOSPEL IS NOT. 

1. The World Council of 
Churches declared in Nairobi at its 
Fifth Assembly that the Gospel "al
ways includes" "the responsibility to 
participa te in the struggle for justice 
and human dignity, the obligation to 
denounce all that hinders human 
wholeness." (Christianity Today, Janu
ary 2, 1972, p . 12). Is this the Gospel? 

A few years ago, Evangelist 
Leighton Ford held a crusade in Des 
Moines. He was introduced to the au
dience as "the preacher of the two
legged Gospel." The Gospel, accord
ing to Ford, similar to the wee posi
tion, must include the salvation of the 
individual as well as the salvation of 
society. Is this the Gospel? 

2. Robert Schuller, of Crystal Ca
thedral fame, asserts that "the Gospel 
of Christ must be proclaimed as salva
tion from shame to glory, from self
doubt and selkondernnation to self
confidence and self-affirmation." 
Schuller further maintains that "the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ can be pro
claimedas a theology of self-esteem." 
(Self-Esteem: The New Reformation, 
p. 161, 47). Is this the Gospel? 

3. John MacArthur, in his contro
versial book, The Gospel According to 
Jesus, writes that "the call to Calvary 
must be recognized for what it is: a 
call to discipleship under the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ'' (p. 30). "The gospel 
Jesus proclaimed was a call to disciple
ship ... " (p.21). The essence of saving 
faith is "a complete resignation of self 
and absolute submission .. . " (p. 153). 
Is this the Gospel? 

II. WHAT THE GOSPEL IS. 

The Greek word euangelion, trans
lated as Gospel, means "good news." 
But the question needs to be asked: 
good news about what? The New Tes
tament uses the term Gospel in several 
different ways. 

1. The Gospel can be good news 
about people. In 1 Timothy 3:6 Paul 
wrote that Timothy brought good news, 
literally a gospel, about the steadfast 
walk of the saints in Thessalonica. 

2. The New Testament further 
makes reference to the Gospel of the 
kingdom. In the Gospel of Matthew 
the word euangelion is used primarily 
of the Gospel of the kingdom (Mt. 3:1-
2; 4:17; 10:5-7), that is, the good news 
that the Messiah would arrive and set 
up His kingdom as predicted in the Old 
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Testament. At Christ's first corning the 
nation of Israel officially rejected His 
bonafide offer of the kingdom. How
ever, the Gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed once again during the tribu
lation period (Mt. 24:14), just prior to 
Christ's return to set up the Davidic, 
millennial kingdom. 

3. The third usage of the term 
euangelion is that of "the gospel of the 
grace of God" (Acts20:24). This Gospel 
is described in detail in the epistles but 
is defined by Paulin 1 Corinthians 15:3-
4: "For I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; And that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day accord
ing to the scriptures:" What is the 
Gospel which Paul preached and every 
believer is to proclaim? As one writer 
succinctly puts it: "The good news is 
that Christ died for sins and arose from 
the dead ." (Cocoris, Evangelism: A Bib
lical Approach, p. 60.) A helpful analysis 
of the elements of the Gospel in 1 
Corinthians 15:3-4 is given by Ryrie. 
He notes that, ''The Gospel is the good 
news about the death and resurrection 
of Christ. He died and He lives - this is 
the content of the Gospel. The fact of 
Christ's burial proves the reality of His 
death ... He actually died and died for 
our sins .. . The inclusion of a list of 
witnesses proves the reali ty of His res
urrection." (So Great Salvation, p. 39). 

TheGospelthenisgoodnewsabout 
Christ, that He died for us and that He 
was raised again. It is the "Gospel of 
the grace of God" in which He offers 
the sinner the gift of eternal life. The 
sinner simply needs to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31) and God 
will graciously grant eternal life and all 
the blessings thisentails(Ephesians 1 :3). 



III. HOW TO PRESENT THE 
GOSPEL. 

Nothing is more central to the 
Christian faith than the Gospel. Noth
ing is more crucial to the sinner's salva
tion than the Gospel. We dare not 
divide the Gospel into a social gospel 
to reform society and a saving gospel 
to redeem sinners, as the wee and 
Leighton Ford are doing. We dare not 
divest the Gospel of the concept of hu
m an sin necessitating the death of 
Christ, as Schuller is doing. We dare 
not distort the Gospel by confusing 
salvation and sanctification and mak
ingsubmission to the Lordship of Christ 
a prerequisite for salvation, a "sine qua 
non of saving faith" (p. 135) as 
MacArthur is doing. 

Let us return once more to the the
ology quiz I gave to my students (an 
idea originating in Dr. Ryrie' s theology 
class). Some clever student will nor
mally quote John 3:16, which, with its 
25 words, is within our limit. How
ever, this answer does not count. The 
assignment was that the student put 
the Gospel in his own words. Several 
students usually present their message 
something like this: "Jesus Christ gave 
His life for you. If you accept Him as 
your Savior He will save you." This 
answer is good but not good enough. I 
am afraid our fading friend does not 
have much of a chance. Lacking in this 
presentation is the first element of a 
clear Gospel presentation. The three 
ingredients of a complete and yet con
cise presentation of the gospel a re 
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(1) the human problem, (2) the divine 
provision and (3) the personal procure
ment. There is no salvation without the 
realization of the human problem. The 
recipient of the Gospel message needs 
to be made aware of his sinful and lost 
condition. Next he needs to be in
formed about the divine provision. The 
bad news is that man is lost and totally 
unable to come to God on his own 
merit. The good news is that God has 
provided a Savior. Christ died for sin
ners. He is their substitute, bearing the 
penalty for human sin. Finally, the 
unsaved individual must be told about 
the personal procurement of salvation. It 
is good to know that Christ tasted death 
for every man (Hebrews 2:9). But the 
fact that the Savior died for all does not 
imply that all r- ~i,;cally saved. 
The sinner neE:. .opriate per-
sonally this salva_ Biblically, the 
individual needs to believe or trust. He 
needs to receive the gift of salvation 
freely offered to all. 

After I analyze some of my stu
dents' answers in light of the three ba
sic ingredients of the Gospel presenta
tion, I present them with my idea how, 
in twenty-five words or less, the Gos
pel presentation can be made to in
clude the human problem, the divine 
provision and personal procurement: 

"Friend: You have sinned . 
But Christ died for sinners 

and rose again. 
Trust Him alone 

and He will save you eternally. 
Do it now!" 

tOcGL Xl. •se11ea 
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This, in a nutshell, is a valid Gospel 
presentation. It includes, as any offer 
of the Gospel should, information and 
an invitation. The sinner needs to know 
why he should be saved, who can save 
him and how he can be saved. 

Do we really know the Gospel? 
Theological training,helpful as thatmay 
be, is not necessary for a clear and 
comprehensive communication of the 
Gospel. Sir Robert Anderson, with a 
fine balance, underscores the qualifica
tions of those who would be Gospel 
witnesses: "What God wants in those 
whom He will put in trust with the 
gospel, is not that they shall be pol
ished and educated gentlemen, much 
less that they shall be coarse and igno
rant boors; not-that they shall be skilled 
in dogmatic theology, much less that 
they shall be unlearned in doctrine; not 
that they shall be brilliant and eloquent, 
much less that they shall be ungifted 
and dull. All He seeks is a fitting instru
ment upon whom the power of Christ 
can rest, an empty earthen vessel that 
He can fill with His priceless treasure." 
(The Gospel and Its Ministry, p. 6-7.) 

Our responsibility is to preach the 
Savior and proclaim pardon and peace 
to every creature. All of us can do this. 
All of us should do this. All of us 
should do it more. As we are faithful to 
the Master's mandate we can expect 
the Spirit to empower us and the sover
eign Lord to give the increase. 



Must a person acknowledge Christ one ever in this life is yielded 
as Lord as well as Savior in order to perfectly to the lordship of Christ, 
be saved? The debate continues. certai nly not at the moment of 

These two issues - repentance and conversion. Even so, at the moment 
lordship - are absolutely crucial to of conversion we must yield all of 
life itself. ourselves completely to Christ's 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE to lordship insofar as we understand 
acknowledge Christ as Lord without ourselves. 
first repenting. The New Testament is As ti me goes on, we discover 
quite clear on this point (Matthew other areas of life that are not 
11 :21-24; 12:38-42; Mark 6:12; Luke yielded, and we have to wrestle with 
3:10-14; Acts 2:38). - yielding those. The process of 

In the Luke passage cited above, yielding is identical with the process 
John told his listeners they had to of Chri Slian growth. ·Much as 
face up to the evil they had done and salvation is both a point in time and a 
be willing to ch~nge. Without such continuing process, so is yielding to 
willingness, no one can enter God's Christ's lordship. 
kingdom. The necessity of yielding to Christ 

We must tum from sin if we are to as Lord in order to be saved is stated 
turn to Him. Repentance is the by many Scriptures (Acts 2:33-36; 
process of facing who we are and 3: l l -26; 5: 14; 10:36, 42-43; 11 :20; 
beingrepelled bywhat we learn. The 16:31; 2 Corinthians 4:5; Romans 
fa ll of man and subsequent sin so 10:9). It al so undergirds the New 
marred God's image in us that we Testament message. , 
cannot be what we were created to be FOR EXAMPLE, in English, the 
without God's help. word believe is limited to cogni ti ve 

IF WE REJECT this reality, we knowledge (facts, head knowledge). 
demonstrate a lack of awareness of In Greek, the word includes the 
how seriously flawed humans are and totality of personhood; it is from the 
how mistakenly we direct our own · same root as faith. To be saved, we 
li ves. We mus t face up to our must faith in Jesus ChrisL. 

personal sinful reality and reject the CHOICE ALSO is inherent in the 
life we have created for ourselves. bibl ical word bel ieve. A person 
That includes rejecting the thought decides to follow someone or some 

----------_ ..r::P.:..:ro:c..:c:..:::e~ss~e::::..s ~th~a~t.....tp~ro~d~u:.::c~ed~o~u..:..r ~a~ctJ~· o~n.::s'..:.... _:c::ause. A pers0n cannot just decide to 




