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This book will undoubtedly beco 

of Pentecostalism. Not only does it 

a tandard text on the his·ory 

race the birth of the move• 

ment in the United States, but it also recor sits spread through

out the world. Further, the author has included chapters on Pente

costal groups today, both in America and el$ewhere and both the 

larger, mainline Pentecostal groups as tell as the smaller, non

mainstream groups. He assesses r cent trends among Pentecostals, 

like reemphaais on healing, promotion of education and tongue 

among non-Pentecostals. 

The treatment 1 often based on primary ources and is ev r,

where scholarly and objective. The author wa reared in Pent -

costalism but this in no way prejudices hi writing. 

It is true tha t Pentecostalism has b com a powerful "Third 

Force" (along with classic Protestantism and Catholicism) in the 

world, and as such it demands our attention. This book fills a 

need for a comprehensive historical survey o the movement, but 

it does not deal with the doctrines o f P ntecostalism. Thus 

this book aan ad does show that PeQtecos alism needs to b 

recognized, but whether it should be ace ted or rejected 1 not 

answered in thi book. Historical respec ~bility does not 

necessarily include doctrinal veracity. 
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