
Babylonian Clay Tablet. 

Reign of King Shu-suem, 2038-2030. Cuneif01m. Receipt for wook sticks for offerings. 1 3 /4 x 
1/12. With impression of seal. $100 in 1966. Bought out of a catalog which listed about 10 of 
these (I wish I had bought all 10). B1itish Museum ve1ified the date, etc. 

Papyrus Fragments. 

From Books of the Dead. One in hieroglyphics around 600 B.C. The other is in hieratic script, 
700-300B.C. About 2x2 inches crndely covered with cellophine.$35 in 1970. 

Coptic page on vellum. Earliest biblical material. I own. 

Coptic is a late form of the ancient Egyptian language using the 24 letters of the Greeek alphabet in 
uncial (capitals) f01m. It is still the ecclesiastical language of the Coptic church. It is Mark 6 and 
has been dated around A.D. 500.Dating was done at Fleming's request by Theodore C. Petersen, 
St. Paul's College, Washington, D.C. $2500. in 1975. Bought from Fleming. 

Coptic Papyrus. 

Mounted between 2 pieces of plexiglass. From library of Sir Thomas Phillipps. From area between 
Coiptos and Thebes, Upper Egypt, A.D. 550-650. Coptic language, Sahidic dialect. 32 lines . 
Uncial (capitals). This is from a homily (sermon). On front side (recto) is quotation from Matt. 
9:15. Much of back side (verso) is indecipherable, though phrase "betrayed him" can be made out. 
$250 in 1973.Bought from Quaritch, I think. 

Greek Manuscript, Benton Gospels 

Hand written on vellum. Done in Constantinople, mid-10th Century. 270 leaves (pages). Octavo 
size (8vo) 169x134mm. Written in handsome dark brown minuscule sc1ipt in 1 column of 17 lines. 
Begins at Matt 27:59 (all before this missing). Beginning of Luke to 2:16 and John to 1:14 
excised. Final 21 leavesss are different. Stiched but disbound. George Benton brought the ms. to 
America from Canea, Crete. His grandchildren presented it to the General Theological Seminary in 
NY in 1913. Gregory# 669.Fleming bid for me at Christie's auction Oct 1, 1980 and bought it for 
$11 ,400. Articles about this ms. in file folder , bottom shelf, 1st bookcase on right in library. 
H.P.Kraus offered 10th century Hoffman Gospels (346 11.) for 45,000, but I don 't know date 
(probably 1985-90) 

Greek Manuscript. 

Gregory #2346. Four Gospels with commentary. Biblical text is in middle of pages and 
commentary surrounds it.Constantinople, 11th century. 273 leaves on vellum, 295x216mm. 
Writtn in dark brown, partially faded , minuscule script in 1 column of 13-20 lines. Modem 
morocco binding. Purchased in 1913 through Joseph Maretini, NY book dealer from 2 Greek 
monks who said it came from the Great Lavra on Mt. Athos. Given 1913 to General Theological 
Seminary. Fleming bid fqr me at Christie 's auction of Oc. 1, 1980 and bought for $13,200. See 
material on this in file folder in library, 1st bookcase on right. 

Greek Manuscript 

Ms on vellum of 8Q% Luke and all but 3 pages of John. Painting of John at beginning of that 
gospel. Minuscule. 13 century probably 2nd half. On vellum of medium qvality. Minuscle, pale 
brown-black ink. 12x9 3cm, tiimmed from 13.5xl0.5 cm. 151 pages, originaly probably 320 pp. 
in 2 volumes but Matt and Mark are lost. Byzantine text (deviates only in 1t place. Bought from 



Heming for $2200 in 1968 after I spent one winter collating it and putting it in order. He got it 
from Rosenbach's stock. Took to Munster, Ge1many in 1988 and showed to Alands. They did 
complete description (in folder) and assigned it #2813.1 also have microfilm of it in library in small 
box sitting on top of books in 1st set of selves on right. I saw this ms. in Jon Fleming's office in 
1967. Since the pages were disbound, it was like a mixed up deck of cards. So with his 
permission I took it and put it in order all that winter. I also took a guess at the date, having read a 
number of books on the subject and concluded 13th century (from style of writing). Then John 
took it to someone at the Morgan Library in NY who also said 13th century. I also numbered the 
pages in pencil so no one else would havet to put it in order! It was maddening to do when there 
were gaps in the text. Aland took one brief look at it and said 'last part of 13th century. " 

Manuscript on Vellum 

25 leaves. Latin. Glossed (meaning with commentary). Paris? around 1130-1150. 19th C. 
binding.Richard Linnenthal (Quaritch) bought for $11591 1993 (Alan Thomas sale at 
Sotheby's).Text is from Matthew 7:17 to 26:53. It is the ms.lying open on the table next to the 
teddy bear (remember his attraction for bears!) in the photo of Alan's home on p. 11 of sale 
catalog. This is lot 3 in that catalog.This means much to me because of my long relationship with 
Alan. Remember the summers he loaned us his home? Once he wrote me that he would give me 
first refusal of every Bible he acquired. That's something for any book dealer to do. I was even 
asked to write a chapter in honor of him. I also bought lot 234 from this sale which included the 
2nd edition of Dickens' Xmas Carol.I also contributed a chapter to a book done in tribute to Alan 
in 1983 called Fine Books and Book Colecting (on shelf in library). 

Bible. Latin. Wisdom books [Prov., Eccles, Song, Wusdom, Ecclesiasticus].41 
consecutive 11. double col. 40 lines.Mid-13th century. Large initial letters at opening of each book 
in red and blue filled with very fine pale penwork. Numerous other small blue initials with red 
penwork.Excellent condition. Modem boards 255x190 mm (166x123 mm?).Exquisite penwork 
decoration in powderty blue and orangey red, with pale but fine filigree infilling is typically 
English, and the continuing use of an ampersand (a character standing for "and') (which 
disappeared in France c. 1200) distinguishes this from similar French ms. Richard Linenthal told 
me that Christoopher de Hamel (expert at Sothebys) had examined this and verified that it is 
English in origin. Bought after GErmany trip in London Oct 1999 and this was discounted from 
L7500 ($12,750)to 6750 ($11475). 

Bible. Sapiential Books, Glossed. 

Ms in Latin on 180 vellum pages of Proverbs, Eccl, Wisdom, Song of Songs. France, 13th ~ 
century. On last leaf in a 15th c. hand is this: ''This book was acquired by brother Gille of the evJ'lc:-4,.e... 
Royal Abbe of Royaumont from Johan Guymier, library of Paris, by exchange made with him of 
four books of Kings and of Luke and John glossed, which were duplicates in the library of 
Royaumont and did not have any equal to the present. Done in the month of February in the year 
1458." From Phillipp's ~lection. T)link I bought this from Warren Howell. Bought in 1965 for 
$2950. What a bargain! 1't 1,o !"<.. 7 

Latin Bible dated 1273. 

On vellum. 487 leaves and 145 illuminated initials of which 72 are miniatures with figures , often 
cleverly connected with the contents of that particular book. Note Hosea and Malachi, e.g.Leaves 
from beginning of Gen and Matt removed, probably they had large illuminations on them. Folio, 
14 1/2 x 9 3/4 inches. Fleming offered this to me, and I sent it to Dorothy Miner at the Walters Alt 
Gallery in Baltimore who verified the period and commented on the miniatures. So I bought it for 
$15,000 in 1970, Most tmusual to have a date. Later Dr. Carl Nordenfalk of Norway on sabbatical 
at U. of Pittsburgh had lunch at our home on Velasco and confirmed the date. See letters from him 



and Miner in Bible. Later a Ph.d. student from U. of Calif at Santa Barbara came and 
photographed all the miniatures for his disse1tatio11 on northern Italian illuminations of that period 
and authenticated my Bible and its date. The Bible is important for its art. Binding is 15th century. 

Wycliffe New Testament, about 1430. 

Ms on vellum of first English translation of NT. Done by wycliffe and revised by John Purvey and 
others. 154 leaves, lacks first leaf of Table of th Lessons and ends imperfectly at Heb. 13: 13. 
Initial capitals in color, chapter headings in red, some marginal corrections in a contemporary 
hand.Good condition. In 1850 Forshall and Madden who issued a work and translation of 
Wycliffe located about 150 copies of Purvey's revision. This was the first major acquisition I 
made. Saw it in a Quaritch catalog that Cyril Barber received in the Dallas Seminary bookroom (he 
was student-manager in those days). It seemed expensive but I consulted with Decherd Turner at 
Bridwell at SMU, and he advised me to buy it. Cost $6200 in 1965.Copy with 152 leaves sold in 
1993 for $130,000. Same year 93 leaves of Gospels only sold for $95,000. Once I was at 
Quaritch in London when a lady from England came in and offered them a Wycliffe. Nicholas 
Poole-Wilson rushed excitedly into the room where I was and asked if I thoght Mrs. Prothro 
would buy it for, I think $50,000. I thought she would and she did. She never knew I was there 
when it came into Quaritch! My copy is in the bank. Has a white modem ugly cover on it! 

Two Gutenberg pages. 

1454-55. From first printed book in the Western world (Chinese may have had earlier ones). 
Mainz: Johann Gutenberg. Both in Gabriel Wells binding with essay by Edward Newton. DM 
6076. This is Darlow and Maule numbe1: Find the 4 bolume blue binding work in library under 
Latin and this number. English volume was revised by Herbert, so numbers are listed under 
DMH.One Gutenberg leaf is Deuteronomy 6:16-8:15, and I paid $1250 for this in 1965. Don't 
remember from whom. The other is 1 Chron 9-10 and I paid about $950 later than 1965 from, I 
think, a private source in Switzerland. Dr. Tandy sold his to Lachman 1996 for $20 or 
22,000.Just saw one for sale by Kraus (Nov.1999) for $36000. 

Biblia Latin Leaf. 

Mainz: Fust and Schoeffer, 1462. Page from the first dated Bible. Parts of Luke 5-6. Folio. DM 
6080.Bought from Warren Howell in 1967 for $750. In 1994 Pirages offered one for $3500. 

Biblia Latina. 

Strassburg: Heinrich Eggestein. Not afte 1468. Song of Solomon chapter 4 throuth Rev. 20. First 
leaf reparied; 2 others in mss. Nicelyrubicated. Godd (another census) 531. Also in DM under 
Latin after #6080.In 1967 paid $2000. No idea from whom. 

Latin Bible, Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, 16 Nov. 1475. 

Excellent copy of the first Latin Bible printed by Koberger. A number of edges are uncut. Binding 
contemporary sheepskin over wooden boards. Folio. DM after 6081. Goff B 543. $2587 in 1966. 
Don't have record of whom I bought it from. 

Biblia Sacra Latina. Venice: Nicolaus Jensen, 1476. 

First Bible printed by Jensen and the 6th printed in Italy. Porobably the first Bible printed with 
signatures (i.e., nujbering by using letters of the alphabet and numerals). 'His founts of type were 
ofexquisite regulaiity and beauty." This copy is on paper tho a few were printed on vellum. I have 
seen the vellum copy at Uf Austin. Folio. Goff 547. 467 of 470 pages (lacks 3 blanks). $750 in 



1965.What a bargain. 

Latin Bible. 

Commentary by Nicolai de Lyra. Venice: Frandiscus Renner, 1483. 3 vols. Folio. Modem calf. 
Vol 2 lacks 1st leaf which is not a part ofthe biblical text. Goff 612. $33000 in 1966. 

Two pages from The Golden Legend. 

Westminster: printed by Wiliam Caxton after 20 Nov. 1483 , prob. About 1485. Folios CX and 
CXI joined together at a later date. 1st edition of Golden Legend. Oosing paragraph of 'The Lyf of 
Saynt Silvester," The Lyf of saynt Poul the first heremyte;" and a substantial portion of ' 'The Lyf of 
saynt Remige. " Caxton was the first English printer and the Golden Legend conatined lives of the 
saints. Bought from Warren Howell in 1975 for $1500. Remember how Alan Thomas loved cats 
and named one Caxton? 

Bohmische Bibel. Prague, 1488. 

First edition of the complete Bible in OBhemian. NT published in 1475, Psalter (Psalms) in 1487, 
then whole Bible in 1488. Also contains the Epistle tothe Laodecians. Contains 584 of 609 leaves 
tho padded with blanks to fill in missing pages. Folio. DM 2177. Bought from Maggs in London 
for $590 in 1967. This was on the return from the Holy Land trip I led for Helen Odenwelder and 
Child Evangelism. Even tho Ihad a free trip the group insisted on giving me $500 with which I 
bought tlris Bible in London on a stopover on the return home. We arrived in Dallas on Thursday 
and the 6 day war broke out in Israel on Sunday. 

Biblia Integra. Basel: Johann Froben, June 27, 1491. 

First pocket edition of the Latin :M'u1gate known as the "Poor Man's Bible" bee an ordinary man 
might afford this smaller size Bible. First book printed by Froben at his own press and likely a best 
seller. Froben also printed Erasmus' Grek NT 25 years later. Unusually rub1icated throughout by 
hand in red and blue and in fine condition. 49611. 8vo. DM 6086 note. $885 in 1963. Lackman 
asking $3500 for 1495 edition in 1995. 

Psalterium Graecum. Venice: Aldus Manutinus. Not after middle of 1498. 

150 11. Hain 13452. Goff P1033. Bought from Alan Thomas for $1400 in 1985.Alan kinda 
specialized in Aldine printings, and I have several of them. 

Biblia Latina. Basel:Johann Amerback for Anton Koberger: not afte 1500. 

Volume 3 of a 7 volume Bible continaing Prov, Eccl, Song Sol, Wisdom, and Ecclesiasticus. Tlris 
is a chained Bible with its original iron chain of 10 links and 2 rings measuring 11 inches. Folio. '-= 
01iginal binding of pigskin over wooden covers with bosses (the round protrusions on the covers) -==
and clasps. Goff B 610. Excellent state of preservaion. $850 in 1965. 

Compultensian Polyglot. 1514-17. 

Folio. 6 vols. Hebrew, Chaldee, Greek, Latin. First printed Greek NT tho Erasmus ' 1516 Greek 
NT was the first published one. Produced under the patrinage and expense of Cardinal Francisco 
Ximenes, archbishop of Toledo,Spain. Compultensus is Latin for the city of Acala, a suburb of 
Madrid. Vol 5 is the Greek and Latin NT and it is dated Jan 10, 1514, but not released until the 
entire OT was finished, and Vol 4 is dated May 31, 1515. DM 1412. In 1971 I ministered in ~<\vin 
and when in Madrid went to Acala to see if they had a copy of tlris work. After much questiomng 



and searching I and the missionary who took me fow1d a copy nicely displayed in the City Hall 
(tho the people we asked in the City Hall did notrealize what was there--just an old book). Bought 
the 5 volumes from Wanen Howell in 1967 for $9100. I was satisfied with the 5 volumes since 
they included all thebiblical text. Vol 6 is a dictionary, grammar and index. The next year I saw vol 
6 advertised in a catalog from a dealer in Spain. That's all he had, just vol 6. So I bouht it for 
$3220. It is a little shorter and lacks 8 pages of the Latin index. Bt the set is a large, clean copy. 

Polyglot. Genoa: P. P. Porrus, 1516. 

The first Polyglot published. Folio. Contemporary binding. DM 1411. Complete. After 19:4 is a 
long note on the life and discoveries of Columbus bom in Genoa in 1447 and died 1506, 10 years 
before this book. $1500;- in 1976, Thomas in 82 for $3500. Kraus in 87 for $8500. 
Novum Instrumentum. Basel: Johnannes Froben, 1516. 

I :n G. z,-,_p,. > q;t ...,,; ~ N r, 
First published edition of the Greek NT with Latin translation translation by Erasmus. Froben 
persuaded Erasmus to prepare this in order to publish before the Compultensian was brought out. 
Contemporary binding. Large, uncut copy. ($ome waterstains. I had an incomplete copy and 
Fleming took it in trade for this complete copy. Paid $3750 which included a $800 credit for the 
incomplete copy. This is a very fine copy. DM 4591. 

Greek Bible. Sacrae Scripturae Veteris Novaeque Omnia. Venice: In Aedib. Aldi 
et Andreae Soceri. Feb. 1518. 

Flrst separately issued complete Bible in Greek (Compuletensian was prior but Greek was printed 
along with other languages). Small folio.Complete including 3 blanks often missing. Has been 
trimmed but nowhere near the margins. Kraus copy is larger by 10 mm each way). 18th centw-y 
binding. DM 4594. Thomas (remember he kinda specialized in Aldus' works. Paid $3000 in 1973. 
Quaritch had one in 1978 for $19,000. And Kraus offered one May 1997 for $165,000 lacfog 3 
blanks but larger! ! ! ~ 

Greek New Testament. Basel: J. Froben, 1519. 

Second edition of Erasums ' Greek NT. Small folio . DM 4597. Binding by Roger Payne. 
Provenance: Edward Plumpton, 1750; Wiliam Foster Pigott; Sir Thomas Brooke. I know nothing 
about any of these men. Froben was stuck with 400 unsold copies of Erasmus ' 1st edition and 
wanted the 2nd delayed, but demand was strong for the 2nd, so Froben relented. Luther and 
Tyndale used this 2nd edition in their translations. Bought from Howell in 1980 for $3000. In 83 
Howell offered another one fo $4000. 

Biblia Hebraica. Venice: Daniel Bomberg, 1521. 

SEcond quarto edition printed by Bomberg. 529 pp. Incipits (headings) of each book colored by 
earlyhand. Fine copy. Occasional unt:Iimmed leaf. Not in DM, tho described in a note. Noted for 
Hebrew printing. Obtained copyright for Hebrew books in 1515. The 4th Lateran Council required 
all Jews to wear distinguishing marks on their garments, often a yellow cap. To protect his 
workmen from molestation, Bomberg obrained with considerable difficulty a privilege which 
allowed them not to do so. Bought from Alan Thomas in 1970 for $960. 

Novum Testamentum Graece. 

Ed. N. Gerbelius. 1521. Earliest separate edition of the Greek NT. Follows Erasums ' 2nd ed. 
Perhaps Luther used this for his translation. Quarto. Contemporary binding--pigskin over wooden 
boards, lacking clasps.DM 4598.1966 for $446.Kraus offered one in 1993 for $3200. 
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ZWINGLI'S FIRST PUBLISHED WORK 

69 . ZWINGLI, Ulrich. Von erkiesen und freyhait der speisen. Von ergernusz und 
Verboserung. [Augsburg, Heinrich Steiner, 1522.] 

Sm. 4to., 22 leaves including the final blank ; title within a fine white-on-bl ack fl oral 
border; old paper wrappers, from the Donaueschingen library. 

£2600 

A rare ed iti on - the first printed in Germany - of Zwingli' s first published work, hi s 
sermon, "On the Choice and Freedom of Food," which was preached in April , 1522, 
and marked the practical beginning of the Zwinglian reformation in Zuri ch. A 
number of Zwing li 's friends had already begun to eat meat in Lent , but thi s sermon 
put hi s seal of approval on the matter rous ing the authorities into acti on. A 
compromise was suggested and rejected by the Church. T hereafter the area of confl ict 
widened. 

This is one of five editions to appear in 1522 (first Zurich , Chri stoph Froschauer). 
The handsome woodcut border is apparently used here fo r the first time. The fl ower 
employed in the design is the "Luther Rose", the device Luther developed from hi s 
family coat of arms and used as a symbol of his theology. 

VD 16, Z923. 
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Novum Testamentum. Basel: Johannes Froben, 1522. 

Thirded of Erasmus ' Greek NT. The first to have the addition of verse 7 in 1 John 5. Erasmus had 
ommitted this from his first twoeditions with much criticism. So he said he would insert it if it cold 
be u in some Greek manusc1i.pt. The sotry is that such a manuscript was w1itten at that time with it 
in and shown to Erasmus who kept his promise and inserted it in his printed edition. Folio. 
Otiginal binding, rebacked. DM 4599. 1965 for $150. Goldschmidt offered one in Jan 1974 for 
$775. 

Greek N. T. 1524. 

Earliest octavo ed of Greek NT. Closely follows Gerbelius' ed of 1521 (see 2 listings above). 
Bought from Thomas in Aug 1977 for $525. Quaritch had one in 1979 for $600. Not a particularly 
important edition, but early. 

Das Alte Testament. 

Wittenberg: Melchoir Lotther, 1524. 2nd ed of any part of Luther's OT. Pentateuch only. 
Complete. DM after 4189. Contemporary binding but one clasp missiong. 1967 for $1000. 

Danish N.T. 

Wittenberg: Melchoir Lotter, 1524. First Edition. 11 pages missing. 41 copies known, only 5 in 
private hands. Thomas, 1988 for $9500. 

Tyndale's Pentateuch, 1530. 

Titles at divisions have woodcut borders. Eleven full page woodcuts in Exod. First 9 11, 3 
divisional titles, possibly a few other pages in exceptional facsimile. Few pages supplied from 
shorter copy. Lacks blank at end of Numbers. DMH4. STC 2350. Antwerp: Johannes 
Hoochstraten. Only 8 copies known. This one and one Kraus has onlyones in private hands. 
When this was auctioned even the auction house was unsure of how many facsimiles. Alan 
Thomas 1976 for $21 ,176. Kraus ' copy has 3 blanks missing. Asked $150,000 in 1981 and 
$325,000 in 93. Still had it Dec 1996. This isextremely rare and very valuable. It is in the 
bank.Blue cover, small book. 

Biblia. Luther's second edition of his German Bible. 1535. 

Augsburg: Heynrich Steyner, 1535. (1st ed of complete Bible, 1534--note Pentateuch in 1524, 3 
listings above). Title pages, woodcuts, initials bbeautifully colored by hand. Printed on vellum. 
Small folio. 2 vols. Bound in original pigskin, tooled i gold, aith original clasps remaining in Vol 
1. Bought from Fleming in 1966 for $6500. At that time Fleming had 2 copies of the 10 known 
ones printed on vellum (6 of which were in museums). He offered the better one to Mr. Authur 
Haddaway, collector in Ft. Worth. I got the poorer copy because several introductory pages are in 
manuscript in vol. 1. Mr. Haddaway's copy was presumed complete. When Haddaway's collection 
was auctioned in 1982 after his death the auction house (I think Cristie's in NY) phoned to ask me 
to check something and we discovered that his copy was missin 2 pages (I think) in the 
Apocrypha. So actually I got the better copy. About 1990 Dr. Jorn Gunther from Hamburg caine 
to Dallas and told me he has recently discovered an hitl1e1to unknown eleventh copy on vellum. 
His address is Reichskantzlerstrasse 6, D-22609 Hamburg, Ge1many. Phone 49-40-8005656. 
Fax 5625. Printing on vellum is in itself beautifyul, but the decorations in this are magnificent. 
Note especially the ones in Revelation. 

Bible (la) Qui est toute la Saincte escripture ... :Neuchatel: Pierre de Wingle, 



Juno e-mail for bigccr@juno.com printed on Wednesday, May 05, 2004, 7:30 PM 

From: "Needham'' <Ji(')~_;li)lil(L@.Pc:r,q,,r,qnJJ )!)> 
To: "'Charles C Ryrie"' <l?)gt;.:rJ!fi}jµriq,rr,;.r.c,> 
Date: Wed, 5 May 2004 12:40:06 -0400 
Subject: RE: 1530 tyndale 

Dear Charles, 

Very many thanks for your information, which clears up a confusion I had in 
the back ofmy mind: namely, that 2 copies, and not just 1, have been on the 
market in the last generation, yours and the mystery one in Kraus 
catalogues. AB to this latter copy, I think I'll phone Roland Foller, and 
ask discreetly whether he's able to tell me anything at all about where that 
copy might be. No, it didn't, apparently, end up as Kraus stock. I'll also 
clarify the dates of these 2 catalogues: cat. 149 must be c. 1978; and cat. 
191 must be c. 1993. The price was indeed very high (but that doesn't mean 
too high). I'd guess that Bill Scheide was made aware of the copy directly 
from H. P. Kraus in the late 1970s, but simply would not rise to the bait! 

If I learn any more details, I'll be sure to let you know; and in the 
meanwhile, again, congratulations! 

All best, 
Paul 

-----Original Message-----
From: Charles C Ryrie [ntaiJtgJJigc\t:;,z1:Jrn:i..-• -::,qn1] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 04, 2004 12:40 PM 
To: 1t~e).11.'i!1:i1Zd.'ri 11::;1;~qnJ.~f)!; 
Subject: 1530 tyndale 

Dear Paul, 
It was great to see you, albeit too briefly, last Saturday. Thanks for all 
you did to make such a good exhibit. I was pleased to notice how many people 
lingered in the exhibit and asked questions. Nice to meet your wife as well. 
I looked up notes I made on the 1530 Tyndale, and this is what I found. 
I bought it from Alan Thomas in 1976 and "bought low and holding long!". 
I have no indication where he acquired it, tho I still have in the back of 
my mind an idea that it was at an auction. 
I also noted that Kraus listed one in a catalogue for $150,000 but I don't 
know when. Altho I don't keep catalogues I do have Kraus' #149 (no date) 
which lists the 1530 as Item 13 for "ptice on request." I also have 
catalogue 191(1981?) which lists it (item 
55) for $325,000. Then in my notes I say that Kraus still had to book in 
Dec. 1996. 
I wonder what happened between then and their going out of business, since I 
don't remember seeing the book in the auction catalogue of Kraus material. 
At this point I turn the matter over to the Needham Detective Agency! 
Best regards, 
Charles 

The best thing to hit the Internet in years - Juno SpeedBand! 
Surf the Web up to FIVE TIMES FASTER! 
Only $14.95/ month - visit l\"Yf'i\'J:m,;i,~c,,m to sign up today 1 



1535. 

First Protestant French Bible. Influenced 1537 Matthew 's Bible of which I have 2 copies. Folio. 
DM 3710. Thomas in 1976 for $6125. One was auctioned in 1978 for $9200. Thomas listed one 
in 1982 for $9700 and in 1988 for $20000. 

1535 Coverdale Bible 

The first complete printed edition of the English Bible.Lacks 8 pages (I think all known copies are 
incomplete). This was the Harmswmth copy (a famous collector). Warren Howell made a list of 
known copies and this was #11. Dimensions are 12 5/16 x 7 7/8. I had a very incomplete copy 
(lacked 202 pages--#5 in Howell ' s list) . Fleming got this for me from the Free Library of 
Phiadel;phia which had this imperfect duplicate. He and I me in Phila. and visited wih the director 
or rare books, but at that time she was unwilling to sell. Then laer she did. Then in 1975 I traded 
this in on the copy I now have from Howell. I think HOwell gave me $10,000 for this against a 
$50,000 price for the one I now have. The Bristol Baptist copy lacking 1011. and 1/2 of map sold 
for $86000 in 1984. Its xize is 8xl 1 7/8. Kraus had a copy lacking 211 with several inserted from a 
1537 copy and was asking $265,000 in 1993. I alsohave several 1535 pages in the small file inside 
cardboard covers along with some other pages. In 1995 David Lackman was asking $1 ,000 per 
page. There is also a 1535 overdale page framed and haning in the hall. 

New Testament. William Tindale. Antwerp, 1536. 

261 of 176 pages. Lacks general title, 3 prelim pages, signature e (8 pp), gl , g8, *8. STC (Short 
Title Catalogue) 2833. DMH (Herbert) 20. Only 9 other copies recorded. Bought from Alan 
Thomas in 1970 for $1 ,080. All Tyndales especially p1ior to 1552 are very scarce and valuable. 

The Byble. Matthew, 1537. 

I have two copies on the shelves in Library. One Alan Thomas sold me for 450 pounds (probably 
$1080). Its the better copy for it only lacks 14 11. and is in a contemporary binding (calf over 
wooden boards), rebacked. DMH 34. 
The other copy is largely made up from two copies, one very clean and tall. Rebound in pigskin. It 
lacks 37 11. Got these in 1971 for $1 ,300 for both. I think one from Thomas and the other from 
Quaritch's basement where they had a lot of fragments. In 1982 Howell had a complete one for 
$54,000. David Smith offered to trade me one of these for his 5tl1 Great Bible (which I eventually 
bought from him for $9000). The Matthew was probably wmth $15 or 20,000 in 1996 when he 
wanted to trade. Also have some extra pages in a large envelope on bottom shelf of 1st bookcase 
in libaray. 

The Newe Testament. Printed by Robert Redman, 1538. 

The earliest diglot (2 languages) contiaing Tyndale 's NT and Erasmus ' Latin. Lacks first 4 pages 
which are the first title , alamanach and calendar. Starts with 2nd title. 1972 binding. Though 
slightly imperfect, very clean. Quarto. DMH 36.Quaritch, 1977, $4,800. 

The New Testament. Southwarke: J. Nicolson, 1538. 

First edition of Coverdale ' Diglot. 5 pp in facsimile: title, ff. 3312, and last 2 11. of index. DMH 
27. STC 2816. Binding is modem polished hard grain morocco by Leighton.Thomas, 1972, 
$1168. One was sold at Sotheby's 7/10/96 for $9500 and lacked 6+ leaves. 

The Most Sacred Bible. Richard Taverner. London: John Bydell for Thomas 
Bartblet, 1539. 



Very imperfect copy. 1711. at front and back in facsimile. Blank pages inserted for missing pages. 
David Smith bought this for me at auction for $9521. It came from the Philpot collection at 
Spurgeon's College. A nearly complete copy sold for $40,300 at acution 7/11 /96. These are very 
rare. Once Fleming bought an excellent copy for $40,000 on my behalf but the Lambeth Palacxe 
library met the price and British law required it go to that library. 

1539 Coverdale.Paris Octavo. 

Couldn' t find this when I was typing this list, but I think it is in the bank. Small book. It is not in 
Herbert. It came from the Robinson Trust in London to Fleming who sold it to1me in 1979 for 
$7,500. I was told the only other copy is in Corpus Christi Library, Oxford. 

First Great Bible. London: Richard Grafton and Edward Whitchurch, April 1539. 

522 of 530 11. Folio 373x253 mm. DMH 46.Fleming bid for me at Christie 's auction 10/1/1980. 
Came from th General TheologicAl Seminary (Episcopal) in NYC. I also got the two larger Greek 
manuscripts from this same sale. Paid $5,760 foithe Great bible. In 1994 a single page was $400. 
In 1980 Kraus adve1tised a complete copy for $60,000. Another (earlier or later?) Kraus catal 
had this same book for $52000. 

Second Great Bible, April, 1540. 

London: Edward Whitchurch. Filio. DMH53. 30 pages missing. Quaritch, 1973, $960. Kraus 
had one in 1980 for $14,500 with 3 facsimiles. Another Kraus catalog had this same book for 
$10500. I also have a very poor second copy bought from Thomas for 50 pounds, probably about 
$120. 

Fourth Great Bible, London: Richard Grafton, 1541. 

460 of 464 pages. Lacks 2 leaves of Prologue, 2nd OT title and title to NT. 265x410 mm. From 
Tollemache librruy. Othen pages from these 7 Great Bible were intennixed, but this seems to be the 
4tl1. I think I bought it from Thomas, but I paid $850 in 1969. David Lachman had one in 1995 for 
$22,000. 

Fifth Great Bible. London: Edward Whitchurch, May 1941. 

True 5th except title page to the Apocrypha. 62 lines. Fry says the Apocrypha title page belongs o 
the 6h (Nov. 1541). Last leaf of Table in facsimile. DMH 61. STC 2974. David Smith sold this to 
me out of his collection in 1996 for $9000. I also bought the 1546 Stephanus Greek at the srune 
time, tl1e two books for $11 ,000. I arbitrarily assigned $2000 to the Greek and $9000 to the Great. 
I would say they were both a bru·gain. 

Sixth Great Bible. Edward Whitchurch. November 1541. 

One page in Kalendar and one in Porlogue are in facsimile. On general and NT titles pages the 
coat-of-arms of the recentlyexecuted Cromwell have been removed. This was the only Bible 
authorized in England. 1964 for $1500. 1993 Don Brake had one for $11 ,500. In 7 /10/96 
Sotheby 's sold one for $9500. Lackman had a poor copy for $7500 in 1995. 

Novum Testamentum. Paris: Robert Estienne. 7 Nov. 1546. 

First Greek NT printed and edited by Estienne (also known as Stephanus). DM 4616. I allocated 
$2000 to this of the #11000 I paid David Smith for this book and the 5th Great Bible together in 



1996. Quaritch offered one in 1995 for 8500 pounds or $13,600. Condition of copies were about 
the same. Complete. 

Newe Testament of Oure Sauyour Jesu Christ. 

Tyndale's version. Lacks 33 11. of preliminaries (all between title and Matt. 1). Otherwise complete. 
16mo (very small). 1548. STC 2852. Binding is 17th C. morocco with gilt. Only otl1er known 
copies in British Museum (Complete) and N.Y. public library (which lacks title, all prelims and last 
2 pages). DMH 70. Herbe1t and STC entries are transposed in Herbert.Herbe1t transposed the 
titles erroneously. Mine is titled under #69 but all other collations, misprints , etc. are under #70. 
So this is DMH 70. This description and numbering are correct This copy was auctioned in 1978 
or 79 for 1800 pounds. Bought it from Thomas in 1979 for $6650.See letter from Alan stuck in 
Herbert. 

The Newe Testament. London: Wyllyam Tyle, 1549. 

Tyndale's version. DMH 77. Lacks 3011. 19th century binding.Thomas, 1972, $400. 

New Testament. Tyndale. Antwerp 1549. 

322 out of 408 leaves. DMH 79. STC 2856. Thomas, 1971 , $726. 

The Byble. London: John Daye, 1549. 

Reprint of Matthew 's Bible of 1537 edited by Edmund Becke. Called the Bug Bible because of the 
use of that word in the translation of Psalm 91:5. Also called the wife-beating Bible because of a 
note on the propriety of doing that at fue end of 1 Peter 3. Folio. DlVIH 74. Lacks 1 blank.Bought 
in 1963 from ? for $225. Title plus 2 11. and last page may be in facsimile. Humber Books (Peter 
Creswell) offered one in 1995 for $14,500 lacking 10 11. 

Novum Testamentum. Paris: Robert Estienne, 1549. 

Beautifulcopy of this edition of the Greek NT. Compiled from the Compultensian and manuscripts 
collated bythe printer and his son. The type is especially noted for its beauty. 16 mo. 2 vols. DM 
4620. Bought in 1964 from? for $150. Lackman had one in 1994 for $800. 

Greek NT. Paris: Robert Stephanus, 1550. 

DM 4622. Folio in 2 vols. A critical apparatus is printed in the inner margin which gives various 
readings and additions from other texts. This is the basis for the Textus Receptus (see under 1633 
where tl1e phrase is first used), which is the basis of the King James text. Bought in 1966 from ? 
for $1200. Auction in 1978 for $5250. Lackman in 1995 for $7500. 

The Bible in English. London: Edward Whytchurche, 1550. 

Tenth edition of the Great Bible. Francis Fry (great collector and collator) says this edition was 
printed for circulation in Ireland. Only 6 other copies recorded. Formerly Tollemache copy (House 
of great collection in England). Quarto. Lacks 2 11. DMH 85. Bought in 1965 from fleming for 
$700. 

The Whole Byble. Zurick: Christopher Froschover, 1550. 

Last reprint of Coverdale 's Bible of 1535 (first printed English Bible) issued during Coverdale 's 
lifetime.It was also published in London by Andrew Hester in 1550. 20 copies are recorded but all 



are impe1fect.Tis copy lacks only 7 11. (title, 3 prelims, and last 3 pages). Tollemache copy with 
Dysart anns of cover. D:MH 84. Bought from Fleming in 1965 for $10064. Lackman had one in 
1995 lacking 1511. for $16,000. 

Novum Iesu Christi Testamentum. 1551. 

DM 4623. First vol through Acts only. First NT with verse divisions. Have tried in vain for years 
to acquire the second volume. Mr. Haddaway (Ft.Worth collecor) had one but it went to Duke 
either before he died or at his auction. Bought mine by submitting a bid directly to J. L. Beijers at 
their auction Nov. 26, 1968 (they are in Holland). Got it for $165. 

The Byble. :Matthew's version, 1551. 

Lacks 20 prelimn and 811. of text (starts in Gen. 19). DMH 92. Thomas, 1969, $228. 

The Byble. London: John Day, 1551. 

Taverner's version revised probablyby Edmund Becke of OT and Apocrypha, and Tyndale's 
version of the NT. The OT and Apoc. were published in parts from 1549-51 and united with 
Tyndale's NT to fom this complete Bible. Folio. First and last 11. in facsimile.DMH 93. Bought 
from? in 1966 for $310. In 1984 Taylor (dont' know him) had one complete for $4000. In 1996 
Humber Books (Peter Creswell) had one for $9000 that lacked 121 pages of 572. 

The Byble in Englishe. London: Nycholas Hyll, 1552. 

13th edition of the Great Bible. Tollemache copy. Complete and crisp. DMH 98. Quarto. Fleming, 
1965, $2380. 

The Newe Testament. London: R. Jugge, 1552. 

Tyndale trans.ation. First of 3 Jugge Quaratos. Title in facsimile+ 3 11. defecive andrestored in fac. 
STC 2867. DMH 99. Woodcut at Matt. 13 shows Devil with woden leg sowing tares among th 
wheat. Over 100 woodcuts total. 1969 for $785 but sold at Sothebys 7/1/68 (#31) for $555. 

The byble in English. London: Edward Whytchurche, 1553. 

Folio. Old calf rebacked. Lacks all 5 titles, all text before Gen. 36:20 and after 1 Peter 2:24 and last 
leaf of Deut. Great Bible version. Queen Mary is said to have destroyed the greater part of this 
printing. Bought from David Lachman in 1985 for $500. He had another one in 1995 for $18500 ! ! 
Humber had one in 1996 for $8500, lacking about 1711. 

The Newe Testament. London: Rycharde Jugge, 1553. 

The second of Jugge's 3 illustrated quaito editions. Original binding with braided leather clasps. 7 
of 16 preliminary 11.missing and 1 leaf in Matthew. Acquired free in 1965 (dont' know how I got 
it). Lachman had a complete one in 1995 for $35000. 

El Testamento Neuvo. Venecia: I.Philadelpho, 1556. 

Second editon of the NT in Spanish. For use by Spanish Protestants. ocatvo. Vellum 
binding.Lacks clasp. DM 8468. No idea where, when or how much. 

The Newe Testament. Geneva: Conrad Badius, 1557. 



Translation ascribed to William Whittingham and became the basis of the 1560 Gneva. Some think 
Calvin was his brother-in-law, but liekly untrue. Lacks 811. prelims and title is in facsimile. Lacks 
6 11. of table at end. Text seems to be complete. Octavo. O1iginal boards rebacked. DMH 106. 
1983, Quaritch, $255. On this hip to London I went to Quaiitch's and talked to Nicholas Poole
Wilson. E.H. Dring was the leading, active partner then. I kept pressing Poole-Wilson for any 
fragments they might have which there were in their basement, but I wasn't important enough to be 
offered any. However, Mr. Dring came into the office and told me to follow him. He took me to 
tl1eir basement and let me have free nm. I bought this, and the first edition of Foxe's Book of 
Mai1Yrs, and I don ' t know what else. But Poole-Wilson couldn ' t get over the fact that I was 
allowed in that basement. I heard much later that Alan Thomas had bought most of the remaining 
stock of fragments from their basement. 

The Bible and Holy Scriptures ... Geneva: Rowland Hall, 1560. 

First edition of the Geneva Bible, the first English Bible with verse divisions and first printed in 
Roman type. See 1551 Stephanus or Estienne which was the first Greek with verses. Often called 
the Breeches Bible cecause of that translation for "aprons ' in Gen. 3:7. However, this was not the 
first use of breeches in translating the Bible. Between 1560 and 1644 there were at least 144 
editions of this very populai· Bible. The notes were Calvinistic. I wrote a chapter on these notes in 
the book in honor of Alan Thomas' 70th birtl1day-- 'Fine Books and Book Collecting." It's in tl1e 
library. Quarto. Original binding, laid down and rebacked. Lacks the 5 maps. DMH 107. 

Biblia. Antwerp: Christopher Plantin, 1564-65. 

5 vols. 12mo (very small). Contemporary red morocco Durch binding. Bought from Scribners in 
NY for $75 in 1968. Not importai1t but beautiful. 

Testament Newydd ein Arghvydd Jesu Christ. London: H. Denhas for H. Toy, 
1567. 

First edition of the NT in Welsh. 6 pp. in facsimile. DM 9580. About 50 copies recorded. Only 
the Four Gospels in Welsh were printed befoe this in 1551.Quaritch, 1974, $720. In 1987 
Quaritch hadone for $5000. In 1995 Maggs for $16,750. 

The Holie Bible. London: R. Jugge, 1568. 

First edition of the Bishops ' Bible which is probably the most sumptuous of all folio English 
Bibles. Complete and tmusually clean. Attached is this note from Francis Fry dated 1876: 'This is 
a Magnificent copy ofthe first Edition of the Bishops' Bible 1568. Perfect in every leaf is the true 
edition. The Title is in fine condition equal to the proof impression which I have. Frai1cis Fry 
FSA." DM 89. I bought this from S.F. Kleinman in Philadelphia. He supplied thr King James 
page which the Bible class I taught in Phila. gave me and all the members signed it on the ack. 
Some of the Pew (Sonoco Oil) peoplesigned it. Then I arranged for PCB to buy the 3 Saur Bible 
pages hanging in the hall which they gave me when I left PCB.I could never get anything else out 
of Kleinman who I visited his hole-in-the-wall shop and talked to him on the phone. But I did get 
this Bishops' for $1500 in 1964. Decherd Turner has told me it is the finest Bishops ' he has ever 
seen. (Bishops' is s' not 's because many bishope of tl1e Church of England worked on the 
trai1slati on. 

La Biblia. Basel:tGuarinus, 1569. 

First ed. ofthe complete Bible in Spanish. Called the "Bear Bible" because of the woodcut of a 
bear cub raiding a beehive on the title page. This edition consisted of 2000 copies. This copy, 
rebound, formerly belonged to Oscai· B.Cintas, Cubai1 amabassadofr to the U.S. Quarto. DM 



8472. Boght from? in 1965 for $450. In 1974 one for $850. Kraus in 1987 had one for $5200. 

Prophetae posteriores. 

Vol IV (last of OT, Isa to Mal and Mccabees) of Plantin"s Polyglot Bible. With mangificent 
engraved frontispiece. Antwerp: Christopher Plantin, 1570. Folio. Contemporary green vellum, 
rebacked. DM 1422. 1967 $292. 

The Holie Bible. London: Richard Jugge, 1572. 

Second large folio of the Bishops' Bible. In Pslams it has both the Bishops' and Gret Bible 
translations. Uses ''treacle" for balm in Jer. 8:22. Has note on the USA in Psa. 45:9. Lacks a lot. 
Contemporary binding rebacked. DMH 132. STC 2107. $164 in 1969. 

The Holy Bible. London: Richard Jugge, 1577. 

Bishops' version. Quaito. Original binding. Six 11. in Gen in facsimile. DMH 150. $125 in 1963. 
Humber Books had one in 1996 lacking 13 11. for $3000. 

The Bible. London: Christopher Barker, 1578. 

First lai·ge folio edition of the Geneva Version (1st Geneva was 1560). Original binding with metal 
bosses (those round things on covers). Lackd NT title page. DMH 154.$300 in 1965. Lachman in 
1992 $2750 ai1d in 1994 $3500 (maybe the same one). 

The Bible. Edinburgh, 1579. 

Geneva version. First Bible printed in Scotland. DMH 119. Imperfect. Lacks 10 prelims, title, 211, 
911, 111, Matt 11-21 and 1611. after Rev. all missing. Quaii.tch 1973 $250. 

The New Testament. Rhemes: John Fogny, 1582. 

First ed. of the Roman Catholic traiislation of the NT in English. Exerted considerable influence on 
the vocabulary of the King James. Quaito. DM 177.Bought this and the 2 ~l. set of the first ed. of 
the OT (1609-10) for 1300 in 1965. Thomas had NT onlh in 1984 for 500 pounds. Soe=meone 
had NT in 1993 for $2950. 

The Holy Byble. Loudon: Christopher Barker, 1585. 

Bishops' version. The only edition after 1572 containing the Psalter of the original 1568 Bishop's 
version instead of the Prayer book version. DMH 188. 1965 $275. Humber boks (Peter Creswell) 
had one lacking 611. in 1996 for $6000. 

The New Testament. London: Christopher Barker, 1589. 

First Bishops' version and 1582 Rheims NT (Catholic) in parallel columns. ~ Tith W. Fulke 's 
(1538-89) refutations. First comprehensive atempt to refut the Catholic claims in their NT.DMH 
202.Maggs, 1970 $385.1993 $3500. 

The Holy Bible. London: Cristopher Barker, 1595. 

Bishops'. Fine copy. Title page remounted. Page containing first 2 pages of prologue missing. 
Fiolo. Contemporary calf binding. DMH 277. STC 21671967 $200. Humber lacking 6 11. in 
1996, $4500. 



The New Testament. Antwerp: Daniel Vervliet, 1600. 

Second ed. of the Roman Catholic version of th NT in English. Quarto. DMH 258. 1965 for $250. 
1985, $600. 1993 $950. 1996 $700. 

The Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1603. 

Geneva version. Quarto. Somes 11. reparied; otherwise complete and good. 1967 $20. 

La Biblia. Geneva: Jean de Tournes, 1607. 

First ed. of Giovanni Diodati's Italian translation for Italian protestants. Large quarto. Original 
binding. DM 5598. Bought at book show in NY in 1977 for $850. Just happened to be there. 
Think it was in Plaza hotel. In 1984 Taylor(?) $1500. In 1994 Kraus $2500. 

The Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1607. 

Geneva version with Tomson's NT and Junius ' Revelation.Folio. Old calf over wooden boards 
repaired, DMH 289. Prob paid around $20. 

The Holie Bible. Doway: Lavrence Kellam, 1609-10. 

The first ed. of the Roman Catholic version of the OT in English, The notes are less than those in 
the Rhemes NT. Quarto. 2 vols. DMH 300. $1300 for the 3 vol. set (incl. the 1582 NT). 

The Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1611. 

Geneva version with concordance. Colophon on last leaf bears Barker's name and is dated 1602 
tho both title pages are dated 1611.Quarto. Last 211. repaired. DMH 308.1964 $75. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1611. 

The first edition of the great Authorized (tho Parliament never officially auuthorized it, only the 
Great Bible) reading "he " at Ruth 3:15. With engraved title page by C.Boel. In this copy the first 
of the genealogies is without the Royal Arms (which are in some copies), probably indicating the 
earliest issue (since the Arms would hardly have been removed after once appearing). This is likely 
the largest extant copy and measures 430x290 mm. The Fforzheimer copy (now at UTAustin) is 
408x273 mm. and the best copy in tl1e British and Foreign Bible Society in London is 428x279 
mm.). It is practically uncut because the original deckled foreedges can be seen on a number of 
leaves. From Loseley Park, the house of Sir George More (1553-1632) who in 1611 was treasurer 
to King James ' eldest son, Prince Henry. This copy is in remarkable fine and crisp condition. 
Folio. Original binding rebacked. DMH 309. 
Fleming bid this for me in London in 1966. The immediately preceding item was a 1535 Coverdale 
which caused a lot of excitement and which sold for around $50000 as I remember. I think Howell 
was the agent for Mrs. Prothro. Anyway, the KJ was next and there was a general let down after 
the Coverdale went for so much, so the KJ sneaked through for $17,500. Fleming sent me a cable 
saying I got the bargain of the sale. The Arthur Houghton copy (Yes, Houghton of Steuben glass) 
sold for 17000 pounds in 1978 or 79. In June 1996 a copy sold for $109,000. As far as I know, 
there exists no better copy than mine. I have personally seen the one in the Bible Society in 
London, the rather poor one in the British Museum (Fleming had to w1ite a letter of introduction so 
that I could get into the research part) , Pforzhemer when it was in NY in an office building 
opposite the NY Public library, the good copy on display at the National Cathedral in DC. 



The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1612 

First quarto edition of the King James. Engraved title page on OT is an adaptation of Boel 's 1611 
engraving. Has Stmut' s genealogies and book of common prayer and metrical psalms. Old calf, 
rebacked. One headino says "To the Galaitans. " ' 'Hee" at Ruth 3:15.DMH 313. STC 2219. 
Bought in 1969 for $360. I also have a second copy bought from Lachman in 1985 for 
$500.Howell had one in 1976 for $1750. Lachman had one in 1992 for $5500 and one (same 
one?) in 1995 for $7500. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1612 

First octavo edition of the King James. Close reprint of 1611 including some of its en-ors. OT title 
in facsimile. Lacks Psalms 8-58 and Prov 2-Eccl 2:7. Poor condition since all copies this size must 
have been read to pieces then discarded. Modem calf. Dl\1H 315. STC 2221.1969 $290. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1612. 

Second p1inting of the KJ in octavo.DMH 316. 1994 $1850. I believe from Lachman. Uses "she. " 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1613-11 . 

The Great "she" Bible, the second issue of the first edition of the KJ version, reading "she" at Ruth 
3: 15. With woodcut title page usually found in this issue. Folio. Original binding, rebacked. Last 2 
11. remargined. DMH 319. 1965 $525. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1613. 

Lacks general title and epistle. Begins with Al of text. NT title mounted. DMH 323. First quarto 
in black letter. Reads "He". Humber Books (Creswell), 1996, $1920. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1613. 

The third folio KJ (1611 , 1613-11 , 1616). Lacks map. Has genealogies. DMH 322. STC 2226. 
Bought from Scribners in NY in 1968 for $250. Lachman 1992 for $5000. Pirages in 1993 for 
$12,500. Scribners used to have not only their retail bookstore but a rare book floor. The building 
is not occupied by someone else on 5th Ave. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1613. 

"She. " With Surait's genealogies and map of Canaan. Quarto. 19th C. binding. DMH 324. STC 
2228. 

The Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1614. 

Qua1to KJ inscribed by Francis Fry (great collector and bibliographer) to his granddaughter in 
1882. NT title and colophon dated 1615. Note that the word ''Holy" is omitted in the title. Original 
binding. "Appointed ... " omitted from both titles. DNlli 339. 1964 $100. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker, 1616. 

First small folio ed. of KJ printed in Roman type. Earliest KT to receive any considerable revision. 
Otl1er revisions were done in 1629 and 1638. The line "Appointed ... " is omitted. With 
genealogies and prayer book.Fine, large copy in contemporai·y binding. Every page without 
exception has been decorated minutely and differently. This is probably the most beautifully hand 



decorated English Bible known. Contemporary calf with metal stripping. D:rvff:I 349.1967 from 
Howell(?) for $2250. In 1994 someone had one for $3750 and in 95 Lachman $2500.These were 
not decorated.I examined an undecorated copy in the Folger Library in DC. 

A Confutation of the Rhemists Translation by Thomas Cartwright. 

Place and publisher not given tho likely London: Robert Barker. 1618. Rhemes translation 
(Catholic, 1582) given in full only till end of Matthew; then only verses commented on are listed. 
Folio. Contemporary binding. D:rvff:I 364. STC 4709. 1967 $22. 

Welsh Bible, Second edition, 1620. 

Tollemache-Dysart/Helmingham copy. Helmingham Hall, Suffolk, was the seat of the Tollemache 
family which later, through mani.age, became Earls of Dysart. Sir Lionel Tollemache (1708-1770 
put the library in order and in the 1730s and 40s rebound many of the books. Has book plate of Sir 
Francis Fust arid is very unusual. This Bible went to the private library of Lionel Robinson (see 
also Coverdale 1539 which can1e thru Fleming from Robinson. No other copy has the final e1Tata 
leaf this one bas. Exceptionally tall and fine copy.DM 9585. STC 2348.Quaritch, 1987, $8500. 

The New Testament. Antwerp: James Seldenslack, 1621. 

Third Rhemes (Catholic) NT. First pocket ed. of Catholic version. Text only--no annotations. 
Beautiful London binding arotmd 1680. Major J. R. Abbey copy. D:rvff:I 382. 12 mo (very small). 
In a case with a glass front to show off the binding. 1967 $280. 

The Holy Bible. Cambridge: Buck, 1629. 

Firsted. of KJ printed at Cambridge. Also first major revision of KJ. One leaf from another edition 
(006). Note 1 Tim. 4:16 "unto thy doctrine " instead of "for the doctrine. " D:rvff:I 424. 
Contemporary vellum binding rebacked later in vellum. Boght from Hmber books (Peter Creswell) 
in 1996 for $1185. 

Welsh Bible. London: Robert Barker and assigns of John Bill, 1630. 

First octavo ed. of Welsh Bible (all previous ones were folio). Imperfect. Lacks title, initial 11. of 
Gen. , all between Mal 2:18 and Matt 4:6.This size was affordable, so most copies are worn and 
imperfect. DM 9587, STC 2349.5. Lachman, 1994 $350. 

The Holy Bible. London: Robert Barker and Assigns of Bill, 1631. 

The Wicked Bible with error at Exod. 20: 14: ''Thou shalt commit adultery. " Original binding. 
Octavo. DMH 444. I did an article on this Bible and a census. It was published in the large 
brochure catalog of the exhibit I did at SMU. Barker who had the publishing rights to the KJ was 
sabatoged by a printer planted in his shop who inse1ted this error. Barker was fined, the edition 
withdrawn and Barker himself died in debtor's prison. Fleming (?)1964, $150.Howell had one in 
1982 for $2750. Sotheby auction 7/20/96 for $27000 which lacked 311 but has Exod 20. 

The New Testament. Rouen: John Consturier, 1633. 

Fourth ed.of the Roman Catholic version in English. Quarto. Original binding, rebacked. D:rvff:I 
479. Bought for nothing in 1964. In 1996 one offered for $700. 

Greek NT. Elzeviri , 1633. 



First Greek Testament to use the phrase "received text. " 12mo. Original vellum. DM 4679. 2nd 
Elzevir edition. Fine copy. 1982 $300. Lachman 1994 $850. 

Fulke William. London: 1633. 

4th ed. of Fulke 's refutation of the Rheims (Catholic) NT. Folio. Contemporary calf. DMH 480. 
Paid little or nothing for this. 

The Old Testament. Douai version (Catholic), 1635. 

2nd ed. of the OT. 2 vols. Thomas 1977, $65. 

The Holy Bible. Cambridge: Buck and Daniel, 1638. 

No apocrypha. Bound with Psalms and music. Rebound 1996. 2 major correction of KJ (see 1629 
and some done in 1616). This remained the standard KJ text until 1762. In Aacts 6:3 "ye [for we] 
may appoint". From Humber books 1996, $1185. 

Biblia Polyglotta. London: Thomas Roycroft, 1655-57. 

Called the London or Walton's Polyglot. This is the 4th and last of the great polyglors. Folio. 6 
vols. Original binding. 1965, $480. . 

Up-Biblum God. Cambridge: Samuel Green and Marmaduke Johnson, 1663, 61. 

The first edition of Eliot 's Indian Bible. Algonquian Indian language whic no one can read today. 
This is the first Bible printed in America. About 1000 copies were printed of which 42 are known 
to exist today. Eliot was a pastor in Roxbury, Mass. and was about 40 when he learned this Indian 
language, reduced it to writing, translated the Bible, trained the Indian printers, started schools for 
the Indians. Quarto. Indian title pages. Some also have English title pages. Four 11. inJohn (13ff) 
are supplied in facsimile. DM 6737. Phil Hook and I were in NY at a scholars ' meeting. It was 
boring so we went book hunting. One dealer told me about Fleming whom I did nto know, so we 
went to his place late one afternooon. He showed me this Bible and eventually I bought it. This 
was my first introduction to Fleming and to the long, helpful, close friendship we had. He was an 
important mentor to me about Bibles, for he spent 50+ years at auctions, etc. Later when I was 
visiting at his 322 E. 57th St. condo, he remembered there were some facsimile pages in my copy 
and thought he had the originals of those exact pages. But when he pulled them out of tl1e drawer 
of that enormous desk he had they were the next 4 pages! Paid $12,000 in 1964. At auction 
12/20/86 a copy sold for $220,000. 

Irish OT. London, 1685. 

First ed. DM 5534. 500 copies printed. Thomas, 1988, $2050. In 1996, $2800. 

An Biobla Naomhtha. London: R. Ebheringtham, 1690. 

First ed. of the complete Bible in Irish. About 3000 copies printed. 12mo. Contemporary mottled 
calf. DM 5535.1965 $300. In 1979 one offered for $550. 

Coptic and Latin New Testament. Oxford: 1716. 

First ed. Mint condtion. Thomas, $100. 

The Holy Bible. Oxford: J. Baskett, 1717, 16. 



Many misprints. Lk 20 heading--vinegar. Also Acts 3:24; 4:24. "A Baskett full of errors. " Folio 
Abbey binding.See also 1621 NT (3rd Rhemes, 12mo in glass front case). 

The New Testament, 1738. 

5th ed. of Catholic NT. 1st folio. Probably edited by Richard Challoner and Francis Blyth. 19th c. 
vellum. Dtvlli 1041. 4th Catholic NT was 1633. 1969, $180. 

Biblia. Germantown, PA: Christoph Saur, 1743. 

First Bible in a European language p1intedin Ame1ica. (First in any language was 1663, 61 Eliot 
Indian Bible). 1200 copies. Quarto. Original binding. DM 4240. There were 3 Saur Bibles. I 
don't have a price but probably around $200. 

Biblia . Germantown: Christoph Saur, 1763. 

Second Saur Bible printed by the son of Christoph Saur. 2000 copies printed. Quarto , Original 
binding. DM 4240 note. No price but around $200. 

Saur New Testament. Germantown, 1763. 

Lacks last 3 11 (all after Rev. 19). DM 4240. Small octavo. Original calf over wooden boards. 
Separate Saur Nf are rare. Lackman, $750. About 1993. 

Saur New Testament. Germantown, 1775. 

Octavo. 6th separate edition ot he NT. Complete. Title page laid down. Fleming 1975. $185.I 
found this just looking thru Fleming's bookcases one weekend when I was staing alone in his 
condo. Up to that time I did not realize the Saur had published separate NT. 

Biblia. Germantown: Christoph Saur, 177 6. 

Third Saur Bible (i.e. complete Bible). 3000 copies printed but the invading B1itish confiscated 
many of these Bible and used the paper for cartridges. Sometimes called the gun wad Bible. Folio. 
Original binding DM 4240 note. 1969 $200. Also notice that I have single pages from the 3 Saur 
Bibles framed and hanging in the hall. These were given to me by the board when I left PCB in 
1962. Of course, I had to get them myself from Kleinman (see 1568 Bishops " which I also got 
from him) and have them framed so the board could present them to me!! 

The Holy Bible. Cambridge: John Baskerville, 1763. 

One of the finest examples of typography. Folio. Originalbinding. DMH 1146. 1965. $325. 

The Holy Bible. Philadelphia: Robert Aitken, 1782. 

First English Bible printed in U.S. with an American imprint. 12 mo. Contemporary binding. 
Pages measure 6x3 1/2 inches. In one vol. and complete. 197770 $5400. In 1982 Howell had one 
for $15000. SOme years before I had bought perhaps 6-8 odd pages from a dealer in Philadelphia. 
Then a pastor in Philadelphia contacted Dallas Seminary about buying some of his rare books. I 
went to visit him to look over the books. The seminary bought some of the less expensive ones, 
and I offered to buy his Aitken. When it came I checked it and found a few pages missing in 
Proverbs (or Pslams). Would you believe I had those missing pages in the few I had previously 
bought? So I wrote him (not telling him I had the missing pages) but saying I would still buy the 



book but at a lower price since it was not complete. He agreed. I had the pages inserted and that is 
how I got a complete Aitken Bible. This Bible was recommended by Congress, and I have the 
document that recommends it signed by Charles Thomson, the secretary of Congress (and a 
Mason!). It's among my autographs in top drawer of file in Carolyn's room. 

The Holy Bible. Philadelpphia: Carey, Stewart, and Co. 1790. 

First American ed. of the Douay and Rheims versions of the Roman Catholic Bible. Supposedly 
also the first quarto Bible published in English in the US. Signature of Capt. John Walsh of Phila. 
appears twice, and he was one of the subscribers of the Bible. Qua1to. Contemporary binding. 
Complete including all blanks. I also have an autograph of Matthew Carey. 1970, 2200. 

Novum Testamentum. Worchester, Mass: Isaias Thomas, 1800. 

First ed. ofthe Greek NT printed in AMerica. 12mo. O1iginal binding. DM 4775. 1965. $25. 
The Holy Bible. London: The Nonesuch Press, 1924-27. 

5 vols. Ocatvo. Original boards, uncut. On Japan vellum. 1075 copies only printed. 1969. $40. 
From Beijers (European Dutch dealer. Bought from catalog). 

End of rare Bibles. I also have other rare books but am separating them, and labelling the file 
"Books. " It also includes some autographs. 


