
PAuJ/ 

Panl, like mnny Jews, had both a liebrew and a Ronan nc1me . Th0 

Mei)rew nnme was Saul, and the Roman nome, Paul . In Ac ts he is c..: [ 11 , CL 
Sa ul f rom 7:52, where he is first mentioned, to 13 : 9 (on his fi:r ~t 
mission"t,y journey in the island of Panhos), when he is called ?.:.-i,; l 
the f ir ,; t t i me. I n chapters 8, 9 , 11, 12 , and lJ , he is cal+ed. So·,_: ... 
After he ber,an his ministry to the Gen tiles , he is called Paul . L i. 
all his epistles he refers to himself ~s Paul . 

Paul was 'born in Tarsus, Cilicia, -o robc:bly about tr:e ye £1 r .,L D. J., 
or about five years after the bi r th of Jesus (Acts 9 : 11; 21 : 39 ; 22 : J ). 
He was of the tribe of Benjamin (Romans 11 : l; Phil . 3:5) , and a 
11 Hebre\1 of the Hebrews 11 (2 Cor . 11 : 22; Phil . J:5). He was a Phr:1 ri s~10 
(Acts 23 : 6; 26:5; Phil . 3:6) 

· In his boyhood , he ms sent to J erusalem to study under Gaoalic-1 ., 
a noted ?l1f1risee (Acts 22 :J). lie himself became a r abbi, and prob• 
ably a inember of the Sanhedr in, for he s~eaks of giving his voice 01 

vote 2e:ainst the Christians in the dnys of their :per secution by tho 
J e·l'ls (.Acts 26: 10) . 

Pnul "'·'as a Roman citizen, [Ind his father before him. This . 'f.'T0 

him ::::r ea t f!dvantae;cs , as can be seen by referring to A~ts 16 : 37-~::iE\ 
and 22 : 25-28. Eis Roman ci tizenshi!J pwe him the rir,ht to Dp:oocL 
his case from the decision of Fe stus c1 nd go to Rome for trial b e :r'c -·0 

Ca esnr (Acts 25 :3~12): c1 nd also to be behe~ded instead of beinr, 
crucified ( as was Pet er) when he wt-1s c t last condemned to dea t h ,, not 
mentioned in the New Testr,ment) . · 

From Stephen's d aE> t h , A,;,ril, A.D. 33, till the summer of tho s awn 
year ,!hen he was converted on h is way to Dama scus, Paul actively 
:persecllted the Christic.ns , thinkinr th c: t by this he was servii.1[. C:.c d 
( Acts 26 : 9-11; 1 Cor. 15 : 9; Gah 1: lJ-14; 1 Tim. 1: 13 )'. 

From hi s conversion in the Slli~rne r of 33, he spen t three yo ~~s in 
Daqasc1J.s and .ArabiEI (Gal. 1:17-18) -. Then he m::i de a visit to J c r..10.~,lo!:1 
in tho summer of 36 (Acts 9: 26-30~ Gal. 1: 18) , and was there two 
weeks . From Jerusc1lem he returned to Damascus, his boyhood home 
(Acts 9:J0; GEtl. 1:18-21). In and around TGrsus Paul did missi o:1c1:t"'f 
work (Gal, 1: 21) for about nine yea rs, or until the summer of 45 : 
when 3arnabas went from Antio ch to Tnrsus II to seek Saul 11 (.Actsll :. 
2.5-26), 

When Pf.lul became a Christian at about 34 years of ar,e, it is 
:probable thc1t his parents turned ai[:a inst him, and possibly his wif e 
if he wo s married (Phil. J: 7-8). Certainly; the Jews turned ar:ains t 
him and bitterly opposed him. There is a reference ir. Acts to Paul1 s 
s is t er and her son (Acts 23:16). 
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J\bout 14 years after his conversion, Paul set out with :an·~;,_rlb:· s 
on what we call his first missionary .journey. which extended fr ~1u -';_' _,_ 
spring of 47 till midsu.rnmer of 49. This journey is described : . . 
Acts 13 and 14. 

Paul and B~rnabas attended the council in Jerusalem early 5..i. ·:.;s.c: 

yenr 50. They then returned to .Antioch, where Paul and Barn,':llc1· : 0i. :, ­
oe;1·ecd :,bout taking John Mark with them. Paul selected Silas 3s r.b 
cor,1:pa11ion and departed on wha t we call his second missionary .~ou: Zb:-(• 
It bec an in the s1?ring of 50 and lasted till May 53 . This j ou-r-nq-
is described in Acts 15:36 to 18:22. It began with his de? arture 
from .Antioch, and ended with his arrival in Jerusalem. 

On this journey Paul first visited Euro-;,e , estr:iblishing ch cU:c::i.es 
at ?hilip·;·,i, Thessalonica , and Corinth, and "9robably at other p L.:tc J~t 
It ,rns on this tour tha t he wrote his first t wo letters (from 
Corinth in the fall of the year 51) to the church a t Thessaloni -:.: ;. ~ 

Paul remained in Corinth for eigh teen months (Acts 18:11) . f.r. 
abode with Aquila and Priscilla, fellow weavers of tent cloth ( o~ 
tent m2kars), earned his living at his trade, and preEiChed wher. >c 
did not" hav e to work . Ee left Corinth in February 53, sail ed 1 . .f 
E-phosus , and reached Jerusalem in May. his fourth visit since i _;_ 
conver s ion. 

i\ few ,.,, eeks later , Pnul r e turned to Antioch , Syria (Acts ~.c: 22 ) , 
· There he must have heard ebou t the danfer to the churches in G.:~l a ·i;ia 
fro r:1 Juda izer. Possibly, Timothy hEld left Paul at Ephesus [Ind v~.s i t r 
the Gc1iatian churches and met Paul at Antioch 1md gave him n re_p .ct. 
Any,my, it was 0t this time tht:1 t Paul wrote the Epistle t o t h~ 
Galatians (June 53). After r, few weeks at Antioch, after t ho 
Gnlatinns had had time to receive his letter and r eact t o it, J· .. c 
departed on his third missionnry ,journey, passing throll{';h Gt:il2 ;ia 
~nd Phrygia to stEeng then the churches , c1nd no doubt, to discuas 
with t hem in person what he bnd written in the epistle (Acts 18: 23) . 

The t hi rd journey is described in Acts 18:23 to 21:17. On 
this j ourney which lasted fro m June 53 till May 57, ·nerarly fom• 
y enrs , Poul accomulished much. After visiting the Gc1l8tinn rni 
PhryE,i an churches for some t wc months. Paul went to Er>hesus, w_'J.(·' :~e 
he remained from October 53 1 t ~ll J nnu~ry 56. Durinr, this tine ho 
wrote his two epistles to the church at Corin.th . A study of t hos e 
LilTT:;:;;rs sho,·r tha ~ ;E'aul•keut in intimate contact with the church 
through the visi t ors he received end his ass is t :rnce thc1 t he s ent, 0:i.1 

mission to Corin\h (Timothy. Titus , nnd possibly others). He rnny 
have code a brief visit to Corinth in the fall •f 55; and 2 Co~ ­
shows t :-1at he wrote more th0n two letters ( 2: 1-4; 7: 8). 
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would be no rel ea se ar;1:iin . He wrote Timothy a5a in (2 Timoth,Y), :i~ s 
l ast le t t er , and urged h i m to hurry to him . Timothy may or may l~ "C 

hnv e r o3ched him, for Paul wa s ex ecuted (by b0he:1ding as a Rom8n 
ci t izen) in l r, te Nove□ber 67. Thus· clo i; ed the life of Paul t he­
Apos t le n t ~bout 68 y ea r s of age~ 

\'There Pf.lul 1 s body wa s bur ied nobody knows ; else for 2 , 000 yo ::-- :r : 
mill i ons would h ~:rve mnde p ilgrimv f, es to his to mb·. However , t h ey 
hav e do ne be tter than that . They hav e r e0d , s tudied t vnd p ri zcc::. 
t h e 0:9 i s tl os he wrote in the mi dst of a busy ."md ha rd- p r e ssed life 
bo t h t o ch urches ond individuals tha t needed advi ce, instruct ion end 
enco U1·nr:0men t~ 

We con never know whajl Pa ul himself woul d have considered h '.s 
gr ect t c;s t e: ffo rt in behalf of mr.nk ind. Ee c r,rri ed the gos-o ol t o -~h.:; 
~on t il e s l.md made it r; worJd. g o_s9,t3l. He op ene~ Eur oT,> e to th~ r·o:3:c~ '. 
in much the sr,me woy tha t ,·., · • ,_ ··.l ~- c en tur i-es l ~ t or , }ivint ; t en..___ 
o·ocncd .Afric a , the d8r k continent . These or some otli...er . ;(t his 
r1 ctivi ti os h e mi gh t he.ve put f i rs t . Perhcr0s most of ~ us ,-rou:i c1. 
put h i s o·,) i s tl c s first . Ee may ha ve thour.-h t of them as :_o r ir.iaril~r 
l oc nl (lild. t emporal : bu t aft er he died so!!1eon0•, c ertainly led by iihc 
Holy Sp irit , t ook the time c1 nd the pa ins to collec t t h om and m, k,J 
t h0n1 a·va i lable f or a l l f uture r, enc: r~ t ions . I n them, in .::1 spcc j f -~ 

way, u h o , 'ocing dead, ye t sp eE1k0 t h 11 • 

( The dDt us ,md f t.1 c t s .:,bove c1rE: t ho s e of Dnvid Smith in The Life .:u:~~ 
Lo t tor 3 of St . P E1 ul . ) 

A l i s t of t he nrn-:rn s of PAUL 1S COMPAlH OHS are: Apollos, l1 q_1.'_i _;_:~.:i 
nnd Pri scilia , J\rist t1 rchus , Ba rnE1bP S, Dem E, S, E-porihr tis , Epllphroditus , 
Gaius , LL1lcc , Merk , Sil t1 s, Timothy , Titus , Tyc h icus . 
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would be no r elease a[;ain. He wrote Tit!lothy again (2 Timothy) , ::i-; s 
last letter, and urged him to hurry to him, Timothy may or may :~ t 
have r03chod him , for Paul was executed (by behe:,ding as a Rom.'.'~ 
citizen) in lr,te Nover.1ber 67. Thus closed the life of Paul t he 
Apostle nt Dbout 68 years of a~e . 

Uhero Paul's body wns buried nobody knows; else fo r 2,000 yo~•r1 
millions would have mi1de pilgrimEi r,es to his tomb . However, they 
hnvc done better than that . They hnve reEJd , studied , and nrized. 
the e::::, istlos he wrote in the midst of a busy .3nd hard- pressed life 
both t o churches nnd individuals that needed advi ce , i nstruct ion rnd 
enco t1rnr:0men t • 

We c c1n never know wheji Paul himself would have considered h,. b 
gr<,w t c;::it effort in behalf of mr.nkind , Ee c urried the gos1Jol to ::;L. 

Gentil e s and made it n worJd _ _gos:P,-t3l , Ee opened Europe to the r :o;;:C''-'~ 
in much the sr:me woy that ,·-.. ·• ~ --.l -~· centuri.es la_tor , 1'.,ivin;:· tc·.n.0 
o:r,i oncd .Africa, the d c1 r k continent , These or some o t°},~ -/.t his 
::ictivitios he might he.ve .:iut firs t. Per hcrr:,s most of tlf us uou.'cc 
1,ut his 0~0 istle s first . Ee may have thot1cht of them as prir:wrilJ 
loc :::i l ~1nd temporal ; but after he died someone , certainly led by .;he 
Hol;y S1,i ~it, took the time c>nd tho ~oins to collect thorn and m,k,) 
them avDil[lble for al l future r_en"'rations . In them , in n s:poci ,.c 
way, 11 ho , "ocing dead , yet sp ec.1k0 th11 • 

( The c1nt cs Dnd focts cibo ve ar e those of Dovid Smith in The Life a1:;.:. 
Le t ters of St. Poul,) 

~ list of the mimos of PAUL t S COMP.A.1.HOUS a re: Apollos , Aqy.L:.::.a 
nnd Priscili[I , liris t archus• BarnabFs , Dern r, s, Ep::rphr os, Epc.1phroditt1s , 
Gaills • LLtlrn, Mark, Silns, Timothy, Titus , Tychicus. 
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l . Where does Paul discuss the Lordls Supper? (1 Cor. 11) 

2. Where does Paul discuss bapt i1m? (Rorn.6:1-5 ; 001.2:12---13, 
1 Cor, 12:12-1;) 

J. What doea J?au.J. sugge;t about malting offerings? (1 Cor.16 n, 2: 

4. Where does Paul discuss the greatest epiri tool gift? (1 '~ ;,.'i •. 

5. Wher e doea Paul state the Christiania 1ecurity? (Rom,8 :: _··,5-J9 :. 

6. Whli:N does Paul write of bearing others' burdens as we.ll a;J 
our wn? (Gal. 6:1-5) 

7, Where does Paul most fully set forth the doctrine of 
the resurrection? (l Oor. 15) 

· 8. Wh.ere d.Ges Paui eentrast the worka of the fleu and. 
the f~\lit of the ll.i'ly Spirit? (Gal. 5:17-25) 

9, Whe·r~ floes Pa\ll. · describe the Christian's ~rmor? (lllph.6::.i.: ,: .P 

10. Where does Paul' r9mind children of their du\ies to 
their parents? (Eph. 6:1-J; Col, 3 : 20) 

ll, Where does Paul set forth the relationship of 
husband and wife? (E:ph.5:22-25; Col. J:18-19) 

12. Where does Paul list the things that Christians 
should think about or on? (Phil. 4i8-9) 

13,. Where doas Paul set forth most :fully the doctrine 
of the second coming of 0hrist7 (J. •niess.; 2 Thessn ; 

14 , Where does Paul set forth ~he duties of pastors or 
elders? (1 Tim, ;H-7) -

15,· Where doe1 Paul define the duties of deac~ns? (1 Tim,'J,JF .. L: \ 

16. Where does Paul write a.bout his approaching death? (2Tim,.' .. , :; 

17, Where does Faul last mention his helpers or 
companions? (2 Tim. 4:11-12) 



A C T S 

The nane of the a1.1thor does not a-)l)ear . Like the Four Gos;)els, 
it i s anonymous • It is cl ear tha t the Gosnel of Luke and the book 
of Acts ~e re writ ten by the same man , for they are similiar in f or m an~ 
litera r y style and ~re dedicated to th~ same man , Theoryhil1.1s . 
(

11 Theo11l1il1.1s 11 is a Greek word that means 11 go d-lover 11 or lllover of 
God 11

. ) From very early times the a1.1thorshiu of the book has been 
nscri oed to Luke, a nhysician , and a travel in12: com..-,anion of Pa1.1l . 

TES TITLE 

The title of t he A1.1thori?.ed Version is 11 The Acts of the A11ostle s 1• . 

Ti1e .,\merican Standard. Vers ion calls it 11 The Acts 11 • Nei t her name w[.s 
on tt1 e oririnal cony·, '!'here ere at leE'st four other names that mi e:;h t 
have ~een i iven this historical book . 

1. 11 The Acts of Peter and Paul 1i. Certa i .nly, t he book does no t 
contairi the acts of Dll t he Anostl es , \;·e have mainly the acts of only 
one of the origincl anostles (Peter), and by no means all of h i s . 
Some have s1.1rrested thDt tr:e book contrins 11 The Acts of Pet er and 
Paul 11 • Tak en as a whole , the first t '1elva chimters record the acts 
of P e i er; and the l a st six teen, the acts of Paul . 

2 . 11 The Acts of the Glorified Christ11 • Luke said that h i s firs t 
book (the Go;rnel of Luke) \••as 11 concerning all that Jes1.1s beran bo t h 
to do ::.1m1. to teach , until the day in 1•rhich he WEI S received up 11 

(Acts 1:1) . He may have meant by this thu t in his second book (Acts) 
he wo LJ.lcl write about whfl t Jesus continued to do a nd teach after his 
asce~lSion . Inde ed , it is heluful to think of Acts as the acts of the 
ilorified Lord . Such ,assa~e~ as Acts J:16; 7:55-56 : 9:J-6; 10 : lJ-16 ; 
16 : 14; and 18: 9 help us to see why the book is a r ecord of the ::.icts 
of Christ himself. 

J . 11 The Acts of the Eoly S:-i iri t 11 • The book may be rec arded r,s t he 
acts of the Eoly S1?iri t . The follo winf: references are to passar;e s 
t hn t i l l Qs tratA this : Acts 6 : 5 , l O; 9 : 17: ll:2h ; lJ: 2 ,4; 15: 28 ; 
1° : 6 ; 20 : 28 , In chauter two vre have an Bccount of the comint; of the 
Eoly S: )iri t in power upon the d isci '.CJl es . 

4 . 11 Th e Acts of Mis s ionaries and Missionary Ch1.1rches 11 • .Acts is 
s 8 tu~ot ed with the s~ irit of missions . It is pre-eminently a 
mi ss i 0n8ry bo ok. It r. ives at consideraole lenr.th the act ivities of 
the r;reatest Christian missionEiry who ever li ved . It also t ell s 
nuch abou t the Bctivities of other missionari es . 
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TiiE DIVISIONS 

1 . Acts 1:1-14 - the comnission to the discinles . -2. Acts 1:15 to 6 : 7 - t he \'1 i tness cf t~1e di sciples in J erusal em. 
3 . Acts 6: 8 to 12:24 - the witness of t he discinles in J ude8 and 

Samaria. 
4 . Acts 12: 25 to 19: 20 - the witness of the discinles to t he 

11 uttermos t m.r t of the earth11 • 

5. Acts 19:21 to 26 : 32 - the 1v i tness of Paul to the Jews . 
I' o . .Acts 27 :1 to 28:Jl - the witness of Paul in Rome . 

TEE KEY 1·iORD - WI TNESS 

The commis sion t o the discinl es was t o witnes s or be witnesses 
t o t h e 11 utter r.1o st part of the ec1rt,h11 • 

PAUL I s :nsSIC.'NARY LETTErtS 

PA1J1 1S MISSIONA_RY JOUR1Ul,YS : 

ScriYJture Dates 
:&, irs t J ot1rn~ y 
Second J ourney 

Acts lJ:l t c 14 : 28 
Acts 15:J6 to 18: 22 

Snrins 47 till Sll:.lL 1,' 1 

Third Jo t1rney 

Fourth J o,irney 
( t o Rome ) 

PAlJL ts MI§SION.ARY EPISTLES : 

€irou.p One 

Group Two 

Grou·o Three 

Acts 18: 22 to 21:16 

Acts 2J:2J to 28:Jl 

:i30ok 
1 Thessalonians 
2 Thessalonians 

Galatians 
1 Corinthians 
2 Corinthians 
R~mans 

The Prison Enistles: 
Phil i n-p ians 
Enhesians 
C_,-. lo s sians 
Philemon 

S1Jring 50 till May 
53 

June 53 till May 

June 57 till 
March 60 

!late 1:1rittert 
October 51 
November 51 

June 53 
Fall of 54 
Snrin{'; of 55 
Early in 57 

November 60 

57 

Early in 62 just 
Early in 62 before 
Early in 62 Pauli s 

rel eElZ c; 
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The Pastoral Epistles : 
1 Timothy Early in 63 
Titus Fall of 66 
2 Timothy La te in 67 
(The first two were written while Paul was 
at liberty but the last one while he vras 
in nrison the s econd time and sho rtly be­
fore his execution) 

SPECIAL n6~K L!ST \)N PAUL ANb Hrs EPISTLES: 

E~ochs in the Life of Paul by A. T. Robertson 

Life of St . Paul by James Stalker 

The Cyclopedic Handbook to the Bible by Angus- Gre en , esp. ch. 20 
on 11 The Epistlesry. 

Studies in the l9:ew Testclment by· A. T. Robertson. esTi , chs . 10-lJ , 

I ntroducine; the New Testament by W. E. Denham. esp. chs,12- 14. 

Plus m2.ny study nnd training course books on the New Te s t ament i,ub­
lished by the Broadman Press . 


