
Who Will Do the Burying? 
The recent visitor from Russia is 

reported to have said, "We will bury 
you." Questions: Who will do the 
burying? Who will be buried? Wbere 
will they be buried?-A New YOTk 
reader. 

(Answered by Charles C. Ryrie, Th.D., 
president of the Philadelphia College 
of Bible.> 

All of these interesting questions are 
answered in Ezekiel 39: 11-13: "And it 
shall come to pass in that day, that I 
will give unto Gog a place ther e of 
graves in Israel, th!! valley of the pas
sengers on the east of the sea: and it 
shall stop the noses of the passengers: 
and there shall they bury Gog and all 
h is multitude: and they shall call it 
The valley of Hamon-gog. And seven 
months shall the house of Israel be 
burying of them, that they may cleanse 
the land. Yea, all the people of the 
land shall bury them; and i t shall be to 
them a renown the day that I shall be 
glorified, saith the Lord God." The an
swers are clear. T he people of the 
land of Israel will do the burying, the 
multitude of Gog will be buried, and 
the graves will b.e in Israel. 

Some fur ther quest ions might also 
be asked and answered in order to 
throw addition al light on the matter. 

1. Who are the multitude of Gog? 
Ezekiel identifies Gog as the "chief 
prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal" 
(38: 3). The word "chief" might well 
be a name and could be translated (as 
the revision does) "the prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal." The territory of 
his control is called Magog (38: 2), and 
this comprises lands north of Palestine. 
Concerning Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal: 
"There is hence great probability in 
the opinion, t~at· the people referred to 
wer e the Russi, from whom the mod
ern R ussians derive th eir name. The 
other two names connected with th em, 
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Meshech and T ubal , are the Meschi and 
Tibareni, inhabitants of the regions 
about Caucasus. . . . So that the people 
mentioned are northern tribes; and 
J erome gives it as the opinion of the 
Jews in his day, that Magog was a 
general name for the numberless Scyth
ian tribes" (P atrick Fairbairn, "Eze
kiel," Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1863, p. 
415). Aligned with Gog will be Persia, 
Cush, Put, Gomer, Togarmah, and the 
multitudes beyond them that people 
the regions of the north (38: 5-6). 

2. What will Gog do? Again the 
prophet is quite explicit: "Thou shalt 
come up against my people of Israel, 
as a cloud to cover the land" (38: 16). 
The forces of Gog will attempt an in
vasion of P alestine with the purpose 
of taking a sp oil (38: 12) . 

3. What will be the result of this bat
tle? The invader will be destroyed on 
the mountains of Israel (39: 2-4) as a 
result of divine intervention through a 
convulsion• of nature (38: 20-22). So 
great will be the slaughter that seven 
months will be' required to complete 
the burying of the dead (39: 12) and 
seven years to dispose of the debris 
(39: 9, 10) . Thus, contrary to the re
cent statement by the visitor from Rus
sia, it will be the hordes of the north 
who will be bur ied as a result of their 
defeat in battle. 

4. When will all this occur? Ezekiel's 
only answers to this question are "the 
latter years" (38: 8) and "the latter 
days" (v. 16). From the general teach
ing of prophecy various suggestions 
have been made in order to give a more 
definite answer to this question. 

(a) Some have said that this inva
sion takes place prior to the rapture of 
the church. 
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(b) A few place it in the first half 
of the Tribulation. 

(c) Some suggest that it occurs at 
the beginning of the Millennium. 

Cd) Others ):lold that it h appens at the 
end of the Millennium. 

(e) To this writer's mind it is more 
reasonable to expect that the invasion 
by Gog will either mark the beginning 
bf the second half of the tribulation 
period or at-least that it will occur dur
ing that last half of Daniel's seven
tieth ' week. Or it may even be that 
both ideas under (e) give the true 
picture. That is, the invasion will be
gin at the middle of the tribulation 
just as the man of s in brea~ his cove
nant with the Jews (Dan. 9: 27), for 
Ezekiel 38: 11 states that the people of 
Israel are dwelling in peace in their 
land when the battle star ts; and the 
war will rage well into the last half of 
the tribulation period. ,It would then 
be followed very quickly by the events 
which ,culminate in the battle of Ar
mageddon and the return of Christ. This 
suggestion is substantiated by the fact 
that the phrases "latter days" or "latte r 
years" are related in the Old Testament 
to the time prior to the Millennium 
(cf. Deut. 4: 27; Dan. 2: 28; , 10: 14) . This 
would seem to point to the battle's 
taking place in the last part of the 
tribulation period. 


