
WHAT GOD EXPECTS OF US 

Christians who seek the will of God ar e sometimes 

puzzl ed to know whether to wait upon God to act, or 

whether to move aread themselves . Dre s God expect us 

to use our limited human judgment or will He guide us 

through opened and closed doors? Can we ask Him to fight 

our battles f or us and wait upon Him for victory, or ar e 

we to struggle against our besetting Sllls? 

We will find views on this subjects among Christians. 

ranging all the way from "Stop trying t o help God out," 

to; 11 God helps those wi o help themselves. 11 This study 

i s desi gned t o provide a Scriptural under st anding of ,our 

part!'• 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
tQat ye present your coQ~e~, ~ -living saarific~ ._ ) 
ho:J;y-, ~4ce.p~~le _ t.int ,o God_; -r.•~i.G:h is your weasQD.abil.e service. 
Romans 12:1 ' 
Likewise r eckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Romans 6:11 

~nd he said to them all, If any man will come after me, 
l et him deny himself and t ake up his cross daily, and 
follow me. Luke 9:23 

Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth.l
for nication, uncleanness , inordinate afTection, evil 
concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
Colihssians 3:5 

And that ye put on the new man, Vlhich after God is 
cr eat ed in righteousness and true holiness. Ephesians 4:24 



But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 
malice , bl asphemy, filthy connnunication out of your 
mouth, l i e not one t o another, seeing that ye have 
put off t he ol d man with his deeds and have put on 
the new man which is r enewed in lmowledge after the 
i mage of him that created him1 Colossians J :8-1O 

fut put ye on the Lor d Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts there
of. Romans 13:14 

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus . Philippians 2:5 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which ar e above, wher e Christ si t teth on the right hand 
of God . Set your aff ecti on on things above, not on 
things on the earth . Col ossians 3:1,2 

•••• abstain f r om f l eshl y lusts, which war against 
the soul ; I Poter 2:11 

Let no man beLuile you of your r eward in a voluntary 
humility ••• Col ossians 2: 18 

Bo of the same mind one toward another . Mind not high 
things, but condescend t o men of low estat e . Be not 
wi so in your own cone ei ts • Romans 12 : 16 

•• • l ot us l ay asi de every wei ght, and the sin which 
doth so easily besot us ••• Hebr ews 12 :1 

Neither give place to t he devil. Ephesi ans 4: 27 

Stand in awe, and sin not ••• Psalm 4:4 

Abstain from all appearance of evil. I Thessal onians 5 :22 

Depart from evil , and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. 
Psalm 34:14 

And beside this, giving al l diligence, add to your faith 
vir tue; and to virtue lmowl edee ; and to lmowledge t emper
ance ; and to temperance patience; and to patience Godli
ness; and t o Godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity. II Peter 1 :5- 7 

If ye !mow these things, happy ar e ye if ye do them. 
J ohn 13:17 

But nevertheless we shall all give account. So then · · 
cv0ry one of us shall gi vc account of himself t o God. 
Romans 14:12 



For we ar e l abourer s t ogether with God: I Corinthians 3:9 

We then, as ~or kers t ogether with him, beseech you also 
t hat ye r eceive not the gr ace of God in vai n. II Corin
t hi ans 6 :1 

And the peopl e said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan die , who 
hath wrought this great salvation i n I sr ael ? God forbid: 
as t he Lord liveth, ther e shall not one hair of his head 
f all t 0 t he gr oun9; for ~~wrought ~~this . 
day. So the peopl e r escued Jonathan, that he died not. 
I Samuel 14:45 

And they went forth and pre~ched eveI'J'\'lb;er e , the Lord 
working with them and confirming the word with signs 
following. Mark l:> :20 

For the Son of man is as a man t aking a f ar j ourney, 
who l eft his house , and gave authority to hi s servants, 
and t o every man his work, and c anrnanded the porter to 
watch. Mark 13:34 

Through t ·hee will we push down our enemies, through thy 
name will we tre~d them unr er that rise up against us , 
for I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword 
save me. But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and 
hast put t hem to shame that hat ed us . In God we boast 
all the day long, and praise thy name f or ever. 

Except the Lor d build the house , t hey l abour in vain 
t hat build it : except the Lord keep t he city, t he watch
man waketh but in vain. Psalm 127:1 

Ex~mine yourselves, whether ye be in the f l esh; prove 
your own sel ves . Know ye not your own selves , how 
t hat Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be r eprobates? 
I I Corinthians 13:5 

Wher ef ore l et him that thinket h he standeth take heed . , 
l est he fall. I Corinthians 10 :12 

But l et every man prove his own work and then shall he 
have ,,·~ ,j ~\t:ditig · .lhn ti1imeelf aloae, add nbt li!.n another. 
Galati ans 6: 4 

And t ake heed t o yourselves , l est at any ti.me your hearts 
be overchar gecl. with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
car es of this life , and so t hat day come upon you unawar es. 
Luke 21:34 

Prove all things ; hol d f ast t hat which i s good. I ?hess -
olonians 5z21 



That ye may appr ove things that ar e excellent; that ye 
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 
Philippi,ms 1: 10 

Be wat chful, and strengthen the things that r emain, that 
are r eady to die : for I have not found thy works perfect 
befor e Godo Revelation 3:2 

Take heed unto thyself. I Timothy 4:16 

For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much 
r equired; and t o whom men have committed much, of him 
will they ask mor e . Luke 12:48 

Neglect not the gift that i s in thee, which was given thee 
by pr ophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the pres
bytery. I Timothy 4:14 

And he called his t en servants, and delivered them t en 
pounds, and said unto them, 0cuupy till I come . Luke 19:]3 

Even so ye , forasmuch as ye ar e zwalous of spiritual gifts, 
seek t hat ye may excel t o the edifying of the churh.h. 
I Corinthi ans 14:12 

For if ther e be first a willing mind it is accepted 
according t o that a man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not. I I Corinthians 8:12 

Give and it shall be giben unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall 
man give into your bosom. For with the same measure that 
ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. Luke 6:38 

Cursed be he that doeth the work of Jehovah negligently. 
Jeremi ah 48:10 

Ther efore , ~y bel oved bretrmen, be ye steadfast, unmove
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
~s ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
I Corinthians 15:58 

But it is good t o be ~ealow.;ly alff~Cl in a good thing, 
and not only when I am present with you. Galatians 4:18 

Wher efore, bel oved, seeing that ye look f or such things, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without 
spot, nnd blamel ess. II Peter 3:14 

Not slothful in busi.ness, f ervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord. Romans 12:11 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; 
for there is no work, nor device , nor lmowledge, nor wis
dom, in the gr ave, whither thou geest. Eccl. 9:10 



See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as f ools, 
but as wise . Ephesians 5:15 

Behold I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves : 
be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves . 
~atthew 10 :16 

•••• For th0 children of this world are in their generat
i on wiser than the childr en of light. Luke 16 :18 

Br ethren, be not children i n understanding •••• ! Corin
inthians lh: 20 

He that handl et h a matter wisely shall f ind good: and w 
whoso trusteth in the Lord, happy is he . Psalm 16:20 

Get wisdom, get under st anding : for get it not; neither 
decline f r om the words of my mouth. Proverbs 4:5 

Wherefor e gird up the l oins of your mind, be sober, 
and hope to the endfor the grace t hat i s to be brought 
unto you at the r evelation of Jesus Christ; I Peter 1:13 

Walk i n wi sdom toward them that ar e without, r edeer.i,ing 
tibe t-ime;. ·Let ~ r spee..eh be·a1wa¥ m.--tm g,ra-os, see.ID aed 
with sal t-1 that 1f0 may know hOlV ye ougrr-b 'bo al1:6WB'T e¥-lil'try 

Colossians 4:5,6 man. 

Not fors2king the asse1mbling of ourselves together, 
as t he manner of some: is; but exhorting one mot her: and 
so much the mor e, as ye see the day a pproaching. Hebrews 
10:25 

And let us co2si der one another t o provoke unto l ove and 
good works : H~brews 10:24 

But exhort oneanother daily, while it i s cal l ed todey; 
l est any of you be har dened through the decei t fulness 
of sin. Hebrews J:13 

1.1/her ef or e, comfort yourselves toget her, ~n~l A~.fy Q~ 

another, even as also ye do. I Thessolonians 5 =H· 
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ . Gal ati ans 6:2 

We then that arestrong ought t obear the infirmities of 
t he weak, and not to please ourselves. Letwelo/ one 
of us pleas e hi s nei ghbor f or his own good to edifica
tion. Romans 15 :1,2 

For brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only 
use not liberty for an occ~sion to the flesh, but by 
l ove serve one anot her. Galatians 5:13 



Look not every man on his own things , but every man also 
on the things of others. Philippians 2:4 

Giving no offence in ~ny thing, that the ministry be not 
blamed. II Corinthians 6:3 

Let all your things be done with charity. I Corin
thians 16 : J4 

Owe no man anything, but to l ove one another: f or he 
t h~ t l oveth another hath fulfilled the law, Romans 13 :8 

~eeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit unto ilnt'ertgfiea. l ov~- o.f' th$ bret'iaren, 
· · ., ' . see that ye l ove one another with a pure nE::art 
fervently : I Peter l:22 

But l ove ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping 
for nothing again; and your r ewar d shall be, ~~at, arid 
ye shall be the childrsn of the Highest : f or fie is k:Jilnd 
unto t he unthankful and to the evil. Luke 6:35 

But I say unto you, Love your enemi es , bless them that 
curse you, do good t o them that h~te you, and pray f or 
them which despit efully use you, and persecute you; 
Matthew 5:44 

Let us not ther efore judge one another a.n;ymore: but 
judge this r ather, that no man put a stumblingblock 
or an occasi on to f all in his brother's way. Romans 14:13 

Judge not according t o the appearance , but judge right
eous judg,nent. John 7: 24 

••. And be at peace ~mong your selves, I Thessol onians 5:13 

Do all things without murmuriimgs and disputings: 
Philippians 2:14 

Use hospitality one to another without grudging. I Peter 4:9 

Let us therefore follow after the things which wake f'o~ 
peac0, and thinge'hhereltitth one may edify another. Romans 14:1 

I will t her efore that the yot1nger women marry, bear 
children, guide the house, give none occasion to the 
adver sary t o speak r epr aachfully. I Timothy 5;14 

' 
To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home , good, obedient 
t o t heir own husbands, that the word of God be not 
blasphemedo Titus 2 :5 

Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he 
isoi'a, he will not depart from it. 



But if any pr ovide not for his own, and specidl,: 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel. I Timothy 5:8 

And; ye f athers, provoke not your children t o wrath: 
but bring them up.in the nurtube andadmonition of the 
Lor di Ephesians 6:4 

That ye may teach the young women t o be sober,. t o love 
their husbands, to l ove their children. Titus 2:4 

••. and exercise thyself r ather unto godliness. I Timothy 4:7 

But thou, 0 man of God, flee these things; and follow 
after righteousness, godliness, faith, l ove, patience , 
meekness . I Timothy 6:11 

Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteousl y, and godly, in this 
present world; Titus 2:12 

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not 
fulfill the l ~st of the flesh. Gal atians 5:16 

I therefor e , the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye ar e called. 
Ephesians 4:1 

That ye might wal k worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in~.every··gopd work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God. Colossians 1:10 

Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to tram; 
that thy profiting may appear t o all. I Timothy 4:15 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true , whatsoever 
things ar e honest, whatsoever things ar e just, whatsoever 
things ar e pure,. whatsoever things are l ovely, whatsoever 
things ar e of good r eport; if ther e be any virtue, and if 
ther e be any praise , think on these things. Philippians 4:8 

Casti ng down i maginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowl edge of God, and bring 
into captivity evzry thought t o the obedience of Christ. 
II Corinthians 10:5 

Onl y l et your conversation be as it becometh the gospel 
of Christ : •••• Pfuilippians 1:27 

But as he which hath called you i s holy, so be ye holy 
in all manner of conver sation. I Peter 1:15 



But shun profane end vain babblings: for they will 
increase unto more ungodliness. II Timothy 2:16 

As newborn babes , desire the sincere milk of the word, 
that ye may gr ow therebyo I Peter 2:2 

Study t o shew thyself appr oved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not t o be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth. II Timothy 2:15 

So them f aith cometh by hearing,. a:1 d hearing by the word 
of God. Romans 10 :17 

And that ye study to be quiet, and t o do your own 
business, and t o work with your own hands, as we commarrled 
you. I Thessol onians 4:~l 

But be ye doer s of the word, and not hear er s only, de
ceiving your own selves . James 1:22 

In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: 
in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, si.ncerity. 
Titus 2:7 

As we have ther efor e opportunity, l et us do good t o all 
men, especially unto them who ar e of the household of 
faith. Gal atians 6 :10 

And God is ~ble to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye , a lways having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound t o every good work. I I Corinthians 9:8 

Let your light so shine befor e men, that they may see 
your good works , and gl o~ify your Father which is in 
heaven. Matthew 5:16 

Providing fo r honest things, not only in t he s i ght of 
the Lord, but also in the sight of men. II Corinthians 8:21 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in 
any wise t o do evil. Psalm 37:8 

Be ye angry, and sin not: l et not the sun go down upon 
your wrath: Ephesi ans 4:26 

But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: 
l est t hat by any means, when I have ·preached t o others, 
I myself should be a cast away. I Corinthians 9:27 

With good will doing service as t o the Lord, and not t o 
men: Ephesi ans 6:7 

And what soever ye do, do it heartily, as t o the Lord, and 
not unto men. Whet her ther efore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the gl ory of God. Colossiam 
J:23, I Corinthians 10:31 



The principle running through the passages quoted 

indicat es unmistakably that much of God's work in our 

lives He accomplishes through us, that i s , through our 

efforts, Granted God can and may on occasion supercede 

human limitati on or even work entirely without us, His 

usual plan is t o work within the limits of human capa

city, Yet just because we have a part in the ac~ion is 

no reason why we might hesitate t o give God@. the glory. 

We all understand the principle of working for our 

f ood and yet giving God sincer e thanks for it as a gift 

from Him. Ther e ar e innumer abl e instances of this prin

ciple in the Christians 1s life , We do the living, the 

working, the thinking, the planning, and yet we trust ~od 

to guide our acti ons according t o His will, In a word, 

the principle is this: God blesses ~ efforts. The work 

that we do i n His name becomes His work. 

An i mplicati on of t his principle i s that wherein we 

ar e limited God does not usually make up the difference, 

but r ather oper ates within our limitations. One who has 

a poor singing voice is not made a sol oist upon yielding 

himself t o Christ. It i s not as if the seed of the Christian 

f armer always produces a bumper cr op, or if a saint l oses 

his wallet he always finds it, The finest Christian has 

t o l ook t oo when re crosses t he street and the Christian 

who has poor business would sit at home and ask God to 

send them a j ob, If a person has a toothache he gets 

himself off t o a dentist and t hanks God when it's over. 



But these instances ar e not spiritual problems. 

We know how t o handl e them, but what about problems 

such as guidance and victory? 

Man will suffer just like anyone else even though 

he asks God to bless his business. We do not live hocus

pocus lives but are, like anyone else , obliged to live 

wlil.thin the rules of God's universe. 

If we wish to work f or the Lord we need adequat e 

prepar ation for the job. A Christian musician needs to 

practice hard and l ong. A minster of the Gospel needs 

t o l earn how t o study, prepar e outlines, think on his 

f eet, expr ess himself. Some who display a gift of gab 

and deJ;B nd on it say the least. Paul told Timothy, 

11Give attendance to reading." God places no premium 

on i gnorance . Yet certainmy all the human wisdom in the 

world unyiel ded t o God is usel ess, vain, and foolish. 

We as Christians of all people have r eason to improve 

our skills; study, train, educat e. God wants our best. 

He could send down a l egion of angels and finish His work 

t oday. Yet it pl eases Him t o consume time, to use us 

with :ill our human limitations . All He asks is that we 

present ourselves a living s acrifice , doing our work 

heartily unto the Lord. 

A further and important illustr ation of this prin

ciple is seen in the devel opment of Christian character. 

Somlj Christians are inclire d t o expect God to eradicate 



their sinful habits and even feel it is very wrong 

to try to cnnquer their sins by any efforts of their 

own. Yet l et us inquire how Christian character is 

formed. 

For one person a temper may be a besetting sin. 

In such a case how is he to find victory? Will God 

r emove his t emper f or t he asking? Will it automatically 

disappear if he yields himself fully to Cm-ist? Shall 

he seek the fullness of the Spirit in order to get rid 

of his temper? Or is ther e some other way? Certainly 

the testi mony of many a Christian is that he has Pleaded 

with t he Lord in tears f or deliverance from his besetting 

sin only to fall into it againo What is the way to 

victory? 

Using a bad t emper as an illustration l et us inquire 

as t o where it came f rom. Is it possible t o train a child 

so that he will not gr ow up with a t emper? Some parents 

excuse their childr en ' s t empers as being hereditary; just 

like Uncle Joe, etc., or 'a chip off the ol d block. 1 As 

a matter of f act while this is what we might like to believe 

ther e i s no f actual justification for such a view. We can 

train t empers in children. Almost all children will a tan

trum and if there ar e f avorable r esults more will follow. 

In short, one who i s properly trained will not have 

a bad t emper as a besetting sin. The a~plication of good 

child training pr ocedur es er, in a word, psychology, would 

have pr evented the sin of a bad temper. As much may be 



sajd for other sins : cheating, stealing, gluttony, 

lying, or any other sin we might name. If we train 

up a child in the waf he should go, when he is old 

he ~~illl ~ depart from it. 

It is not enough then, for parents to pr ay for 

charact er f or their children. It is the pnr ent's j ob 

t o build that char acter. There ar e pr i ncipl es and lavra 

by which char acter may be instilled in a child. It is 

the par ents duty t o l earn those l aws and apply them. 

All the pr aying in the world is no rubstitute f or doing 

the j ob that i s ours. Certainly prayer is important, 

but it should be t o ask God ' s blessing on the efforts made , 

-not t o ask Hi m t o do f or us what we can very well and 

should do for ourselves . 

But if the use of psychology could have prevented 

the sin in the fir st pl ace what if the t emper is ther e? 

How is tt controlled? Again, those very same p~eventive 

measures ar e curative . One can l earn to control his temper 

whether he is a child or an adult • 
. 

Her e then is an instance where a sinful habit can 

be broken by the use of psychol ogy. To some , such a 

suggestion is sacrilegious; God doesn 't need psychology or 

psychologi st s . No, God doesn't need dentists either. He 

could pull t eeth, or better , heal their decay, but He has 

not chosen t o. As a usual thing Ile: l eaves us to '10 what 

we can for our selves. 

This then i s why t he Bible i s so full of e:hallenges 

t o us t o r esist the devil, flee youthful lusts, make no 



l 
provisi on f or the flesh to f ulfi ll the lusts ther eof. 

~ do the fighting; God is the victor. David did not 

trust in his s wor d, but he used it. His men fought 

bravely; God won the battle . 

Just as we work for our f ood and thank God for it, 

so we work f or victory and give God all the glory. As 

l ong as we sit on the sidelines waiting for God to fight 

our battles we are waiting in vai.n. He calls upon us t o 

fight the good fight of f a ith. We-ar e t o engage the enemy. 

David says, 11Except Jehovah build the house , t hey 

l ?bor in vain who build it. Except Jehovah keep the city, 

the wat chman waketh but in va in. 11 Should the watchman go 

home and sleep if Jehovah :Till Keep the city? No, just 

the opposite . They may as well go home and sleep if He 

is not going t o guard it. He will only guard the city 

through the watchman. Without Him they ar e usel ess. 

Without Him the builder s build in vain. With Goo the 

builder s ar e useful. 

We are the workman. God does His work through our 

hands , our mouths, :nd our brains. He does not move our 

fingers. We must must move them, and,if for Him, he will 

bless. We must make the decisions and use the abilities 

and common sense He has given us; a canmon sense yielded 

t o Him. He will not think <bur thoughts f or us, but He will 

guide them as we -. think. He will guide the steps we take. 

We t ake the steps ; He does the guiding. 


