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We need to know not only how to steer clear of 
fanaticism, but also we should be able to recognize 
fanatics. 

There are those who make a practice of distorting 
the emphasis. Basically, where Scripture says little 
on a subject, we should place little emphasis upon it. 
Surely there are enough things emphasized and agreed 
upon to take up life times of study and preaching. 

We can also judge fanaticism on the basis of. whether 
our views or the views of others are contrary to the 
general conviction of God's people. Not that I wish to 
cause dissention among the students, but we must be 
objective in this class. Let's take an illustration. 

(1.) In regard to baptism, no Scripture expressly 
tells how we are to be baptized. Though it does tell 
our spiritual attitude toward 1t, the Scriptures leave 
the method more or less up to us. My own personal 
conviction is that we should use the method that gives 
us fellowship with the 11.argest body of Christians. 

(2.) The millennium. Even here at Westmont there 
are many different opin~ons on this subject. Some think 
it is literal, some don't. Some think it is eternal, 
others think there isn't one at all. Some think it is 
"before," others "after." This all goes to show that 
it is a highly controversial subject. 

We might sum 1t uv by saying that the more there 
is agreement among Gods people, the nearer we are to 
the right answer. And conversly so, the more disagreement 
there is, the less important the subject. Tb steer clear 
of fanaticism, stick to those things that are accepted 
by Christians in general. After very much ptudy. you 
will come to the conclusion that these controversial 
subjects are really not very important after all. 


