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A plot, an 

ancient coin 

and a timeless 

answer 

to one of 

the most basic 

questions 

every person 

has to face. 

Authentic dtnarius of Tibcnll$ Caesar da1ed 29A.0 . used b) 
courtesy or Rare Com Compan) of America. Inc .. Cbic.ago
-pho10 b) Joe \kKcn:uc. 



THE CLUE TO YOU 
It's my life! I'm going ro do my own 

thing. 
Nor suicide. I don't think I have the 

right . . .. 
My body is mine. Nohody can tell 

me I have to have this baby. 

Do you have sole rights to the life tha t 
you call yours? Or are there prior 
claims? 

It may seem surprising tha t the 
Lord Jesus Chris t sho uld have dealt 
with such a vita l issue a lmost inci
dentally in reply to a pitfall questio n. 
And yet I think He did. 

The excha nge is a fa milia r part o f 
the gospel record. A gro up of ad ver
saries, Pharisees' disciples a nd Hero
dians, had carefully set a tra p. They 
sprang it with a question : 'T ell us 
therefore, what thinkest tho u? Is it 
lawful to give tribute unto Caesa r, o r 
not?" (Ma tt. 22: 17). 

The issue involved much mo re 
than the ha teful duty of paying taxes 
to a foreign po wer. 'Tho u mayes t 
not set a foreigner over thee," said 
the Jewis h law in Deuterono my 
17: 15, and Caesar was a G enti le. If 
the Lo rd had a nswered , "Yes. tribute 
to Caesar is within the law." He 
would have been saying in effect, 
"The law is broken and it is a ll right 
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not to fo llow tha t comma nd." On the 
o ther ha nd had He said, " Paying 
Caesar taxes is unlawful," He would 
have uttered treason. 

Of co urse He did neither. Instead 
He said, " Show me the tribute mon
ey. And they brought unto him a 
penny" (M att. 22: 19). 

This was no o rdina ry penny. In 
fact the verb used in this passage im
plies that they had to send for one of 
these coins, the special denarius used 
in paying tribute. This wo uld have 
been logical because the coins in use 
fo r everyday business in Judea bore 
no image. Jewish law forbade ma k
ing a "graven image" a nd the Jews 
wo uld have revolted ra ther than use 
coins like the tribute mo ney. 

There were several reasons. The 
denarius used for taxes no t o nly bo re 
the empero r·s image, it a lso ac
claimed him God. ''Tibe rius Caesar 
Augustus, son o f the Divine Augus
tus." the inscriptio n read on the im
age side. The o ther side bo re the im
age of the emperor's mo ther a nd was 
inscribed, "pon tif m axim" o r " high 
priest." 

Here were th ree things very irk
some to a Jew: two images, a Gentile 
ruler c laiming to be God a nd an
o ther claim tha t the same emperor 

was high priest. Jesus' questio n, 
therefore, must have been like salt in 
the wounds o f His Jewish cri tics. 
" Whose is this image a nd superscrip
tion?" (v. 20). 

·'Caesar's," they replied as briefly 
as they could. 

Jesus' a nswer foll owed. "Render 
[give or pay back] therefore unto 
Caesar the things which are 
Caesar's; and un to G od the things 
that a re G od's" (v. 2 1). 

THE BASIC POINT He makes is perfect
ly clear. lf you use money sta mped 
with the insignia of a government is
suing it, if you sha re in the benefits 
a nd privileges which it provides, 
then you o bligate yourself to meet 
the dema nds tha t governme nt 
chooses to ma ke o n those within its 
jurisdic tion. 

Whenever you use mo ney, wheth
er you like it or no t. you are saying, 
" I acknowledge the right o f this gov
ernment and accept my pa rt in wha t 
it does." If you don't want to a c
knowledge tax obligation, do n' t use 
any mo ney, don't look to policemen 
a nd firemen for pro tectio n, do n't ac
cept the benefi ts of tra ffic lights o r 
drivers' licenses or a ny thing linked 
with government. (cont. on page / 00) 
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TH E CLUE TO YOU 
(co111inued from page 33) 

There were many things about the 
Roman govern ment that Jesus d id n' t 
like, bu t He paid the poll tax (Matt. 
17: 27). He did not speak to the ques
tion or whether the Jews ough t to try 
to gain independence from Rome. 
He did not discuss the virtues of pa
trio tism or even or resisting a dicta
torship as Rome was. He was a very 
radical religious revolutionary, but 
He was not a poli tical one. Here He 
simply says, "Give Caesar his due. 
Pay." 

This sta temen t, "Give Caesar 
what is Caesar's; give God what is 
God's," is often used to point out a 
d istinction between the secular and 
the sacred, between government and 
God. And there is a distinction here. 
But J think there is also a rela tion
ship. Though the Lord doesn' t say so 
here, I think you could understand 
this to mean. ·'Give Caesar what is 
Caesar's because in doing so yo u are 
obeying God. Your obedience to 
government is a reflection of your 
obedience to God." 

I think there is another very im
porta nt association here, however. I 
rather think the Lord is making a 
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connection between the image of 
Caesa r on the coin and the im; ge of 
God which is stamped on you. I 
thi nk the Lord is saying. ·'You have 
a duty to God and you ought to rec
ognize it. You ought also to recog
nize that God's image is tamped on 
you a nd tha t thereby you have an 
obliga tion to Him." 

One might put it this way: The 
Jews were subjects. The image of 
their monarch was stamped upon 
this coin. What did they owe Caesar? 
The tax. We are men: as members of 
the huma n race we bear the stamp of 
the image of God. What, then. do we 
owe God? Ourselves. 

Now WHAT 1s the image of God? Let's 
look at Genesis I and see what we 
can discover. "And God said. Let us 
make man in our image, and after 
our likeness: and let them have do
minion over the fish or the sea, a nd 
over the fowl of the a ir. and over the 
ca ttle, and over all the earth, a nd 
over every creeping thing that creep
eth upon the earth. So God created 
man in his own image. and in the 
image of God crea ted he him, male 
and female created he them." (Gen. 
I :26, 27). 

Notice that in this verse the image 
or God is linked with man's domin
ion. his ability to rule. his sovereign
ty. God is a ruler and man made in 
the image of God is also given a del
egated authority on earth. Our wil ls 
J emonstrate our sovereignty. our au
thori ty. 

Every time you say, " I will," you 
are refl ecting the fact tha t you are 
made in the image of God. This abil
ity to will and then to act is some
thing to be cherished and used for 
God's glory. Without it you would 
he a robot. But God is not a robot 
and man created in His image is not 
a robot either. 

Look a t Genesis 2:20 and you get 
ano ther hint or wha t was involved. 
··And Adam gave names to a ll catt le, 
and to the fowl or the air, and to 
every beast of the field . .. . " T his 
demonstra tes a n intelligence which 
was certainly no t acquired. Ada m 
Jidn't go to school to lea rn wha t to 
<lo. This was apparently a n intelli
gence with which he was created. 
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Ryrie is chairman of the Department of Sys
tematic Theology of Dallas Theological Semi
nary, Dallas, Texas. " The Clue to You" is 
abridged from one of a series of messages to 
students and staff of Moody Bible Institute, 
Chicago. 

Intelligence then. I would suggest, 
is part or the image of God in which 
you are created. Every time you say, 
" I know" or " I think," you demon
stra te that you are created in the im
age of God. Something has been 
stamped on you. like Caesar's pic
ture was stamped on the coin. 

And then notice in the act of cre
ation in Genesis 2:7: ·'And the Lord 
God formed man out of the dust or 
the ground, and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life: and man 
beca me a living soul." 

Life itself is certainly part or the 
image of God. God is alive, and 
when He crea ted man in His image, 
He had to create a livi ng crea ture. So 
your sovereignty. your will, your 
knowledge. you r brains. your in tell i
gence and your life itself are evi
dences that you have been created in 
the image of God. 

Every time you breathe, walk or 
think you reflect the ract that you 
have been stamped wi th the image of 
God. And that gives you a very high 
position. Man is an exalted creature, 
the climax, the ultimate in God's cre
at ive activities, because he alone was 
created in His image. 

Man has corrupted this to be sure, 
but the stamp of God's ownership is 
still there. ·'And Adam lived a hun
dred a nd thirty years'· we read in 
Genesis 5:3. "and begat a son in his 
own likeness. after his image." And 
that son had wi ll, in telligence and 
life. These evidences had been cor
rupted and defaced, but they had not 
been erased. 

It is not true to say tha t there is no 
remnant or the image of God in man 
today. James says no t to curse an
other man because men were made 
in the likeness or God (Jas. 3:9, IO). 
Even the unredeemed person de
serves respect because there is still 
something of the image of God in 
him. 

Our wills are corrupted, but we 
still have wills. Our minds are cor
rupted, but they can still think won
derful thoughts and devise spectac
ular achievements. Don' t forge t the 
Lord Himself said that the children 
of this world. the unsaved are often 
wiser than the children or light (Luke 
16:8). 

Now. WHAT 1s T H E LORD saying to 
these people with the tribute money 
and to me and to you today? He's 
saying, "Think about your relation
ships with government. But that's 
not the most importan t thing. The 



'mos t important thing is, are you ren
dering or paying back to God what 
is rightfully His?" 

I am His and you are His as shown 
by the stamp of will and intelligence 
and life. But when you and I were 
saved, we became His in still a nother 
sense: that of redemption. And yet 
that will tha t is in us can say. " Lord, 
[ know I ought to serve you, but r 
won' t;" that intelligence which is in 
us can say, " Lord, it's the logical and 
right thing to do to serve you, but I 
won't;" a,nd if they do, our lives go 
their own ways instead of God's 
way. 

Lay over against that the appeal of 
Romans 12: I , 2: "I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies, a 
living sacrifice, holy, accepta ble 
unto God, which is your reasona ble 
service. And be not conformed to 
this world; but be ye transform ed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove wha t is tha t good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God." 

You have been crea ted in His im
age a nd redeemed by His grace, but 
perhaps you are still going your own 
way. If so, give Caesar what is 
Caesar's; give God what is God's. 

Suppose I have a pencil here with 
the name of the owner on it. It 
doesn' t belong to me, it belongs to 
someone else. It says so; the name is 
stamped right on the side. 

What shall I do? I'll give it back. 
But suppose l were to snap this pen
cil into three or fo ur pieces and give 
one of them back? Wouldn' t that be 
nonsensical? It belonged to the own
er, a ll of it. 

How very illogical and wrong it is 
likewise for one to say to God. 
"This pa rt of my life is mine, and 
tha t's yours. You can have my prob
lems, but if You don' t mind, I' ll keep 
the good things." How slllpid ii is 10 
say, " Lord, You can have the deci
sions I ca n' t make, but the ones I can 
work out I' ll continue to make if You 
don' l mind." Tha t's j ust as senseless, 
illogical and crazy as break ing the 
pencil and saying, " Here, you take a 
pan : rll keep a part." 

Paying God what is due Him is 
not a matter of giving Him what I 
want to give Him and holding on to 
what I want to hold on to. It's a mat
ter of giving Him everything, be
cause L in my totality of bei ng. be
long 10 Him. I can't keep my mind 
back and say, " Lord, You can have 
me from the neck down. but I'll 
think my own thoughts." When I 

pay back God wha t is due God, it's 
everything. 

Drn1CAT10 OF LI FE is not weeding a 
garden ; it is no t pulling up this sin 
today and that sin tomorrow and the 
o ther sin next year and another one 
the year after that. It's not breaking 
the pencil piece by piece and giving 
it to God until , if you live long 
enough, He may have the whole 
thing. 

Dedication is saying, " Here, Lord. 
Here's the whole package! Here I 
am, totally. completely, unreserved
ly. Here is 1he good: here is the bad ; 
here are the desires; here are the 
fears; here is the known; here is the 
unknown. Here I am." 

Or 10 change the illustra tion, dedi
cation of life is like returning the 
contents of a borrowed notebook 
containing a friend's sermon out
lines. I return the notebook to him. 
Then tomorrow in rummaging 
through my Bible, r find one of his 
sermon outlines. I had forgotten ii. 
or d id n't know it was there. Wha t 
should I do? Pray, "Oh, Lord, what 
shall I do wi th this sermon outline? 
Shall I give it to him, o r shall l no t? 
Please help me make this decision. 
Blah, blah, blah?" 

I don't have 10 pray about it or 
even think about it. Where does ii 
belong? Along with those other 
pages. And if the next day or a year 
from now I find another piece. where 
does it belong? The same place. 
" Here, take them. quickly" I tell the 
owner, "they belong to you. I don' t 
want them." 

That's really wha t the dedicated 
life is like. At some point you say 
" Lord. here's the package: ev
erything I know about." And tomor
row, or next week. or next year when 
something else comes to light, you 
don't debate it, you don't even pray 
about it. you don' t even worry abou t 
it. You say "Well, of course. Lord, I 
gave You the notebook once. I 
should give You everything else that 
belongs there." And so you give that 
10 Him. 

II ough t to be automatic. every 
time something else comes up. But 
some times it isn' t. Sometimes we do 
debate, we do hold on, but it isn' t 
logical: it isn't reasonable, it isn' t 
right. 

Is it lawful to give tribute to Cae
sar? It surely is. Give Caesar. wha t is 
his. But it is more important to pay 
back to God what is His. For you 
belong to Him. E ' D 
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