
Have you ever noticed how ma ny of 
our rela tionships wi th God are re
flected in our relationships with each 
o ther? ln I John we read over a nd 
over tha t we prove our love for God 
by how much we love each o ther. I t's 
simply fu tile, John says, to say that I 
love God if I don't love my fellow 
Christia n. 

l o 2 Corinthians 8 a nd 9 Paul says 
th a t if we have dedicated ourselves 
to God, this is seen a nd proved in 
bow we give to our fellow Christians. 
Cash proves dedication. 

Our union with Christ is of course 
illustra ted in Ephesians 5 by our un
ion with wives or husba nds. If we' re 
not in harmony in marriage, it is a 
reflection of disharmony in our rela
tionship with our heavenly Fa ther. 
M a ny of our rela tionships with God 
are illustrated, proved, demonstra
ted in this way. 

I want to think with you about one 
such indicator relationship a nd it is 
this: My relationship to my heavenly 
Father, as fa r as fellowship is con
cerned in the fa mily, depends upon, 
is directly related to my relationship 
with o ther Chris tians as far as fellow
ship with them is concerned . If I 
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have not forgiven all known sins that 
others may have aga inst me, or that 
I may have against them, then I can
no t expect to have forgiveness as far 
as my family relationship is con
cerned with my heavenly Fa ther. 

Notice I say "family rela tionship." 
I 'm not talking a bout salva tion for
giveness. I'm no t talking a bout the 
forgiveness of sins as fa r as eternal 
life is concerned ; I'm talking a bout 
forgiveness in the family. My fo rgiv
ing o thers is necessary if I expect my 
relationship with my heavenly Fa
ther to be all it should . 

Fa mily forgiveness with G od de
pends upon family forgiveness a nd 
fellowship with one a no ther. T hat's 
an extremely importa nt principle, 
and l want you to see it in four rela
tionships or aspects. 

F1RST LETS NOTE this principle in the 
teachings of Christ in a direct sta te
ment of the precept. In the Sermon 
on the Mount our Lord says, "Ye 
have heard tha t it was said by (or to] 
them of old time, Thou sha lt no t 
kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall 
be in danger of the judgment; but 
I say unto you, tha t whosoever is 

angry with his brother without cause 
shall be in dan ger of the judgment" 
(Matt. 5:21 ). 

Here the Lord says something 
about an unforgiving spirit which 
generates a nger. In effect He says, 
"See anger for wha t it is. It is the 
beginning of a road that ca n even 
lead to murder." 

" Oh." you say, "My anger will 
never lead to murder!" 

I hope no t, but it does sometimes; 
you only have to pick up the paper to 
see illustrations. I was talking with 
someone n o t too Jong ago abo ut 
this subject when he surprised me by 
saying, "So-and-so has a living illus
tration in his family of this very prin
ciple." Anger had developed a nd the 
anger had led to outright murder. 
At that very moment we were talk
ing a trial was underway. 

John says, "Whosoever ha teth his 
brother is a murderer" ( I John 3: 15). 
All the steps between a re elimina ted. 
John simply says, " If you ha te, you 
are a murderer." Ha tred leads to 
murder; though not always, but it's 
the beginn ing of a road tha t often 
leads to that conclusion. 

Therefore, Christ goes on to say, 



FORGIVENESS 

since anger is the beginning of mur
der, "if thou bring thy gift to the altar 
[if you go to church or prayer meet
ing], and there rememberest that the 
brother hath ought against thee, 
leave there thy gift before the altar, 
and go thy way; first be reconciled to 
thy brother, and then come offer the 
gift" (Matt. 5 :23). 

Please notice, it is not a case of 
your remembering that you have 
something against your brother, but 
that he has something against you. 
Even though you are innocent and 
he is guilty, you the innocent one 
should take the initiative. 

Don' t go on with the service. 
Don't try to worship; leave the gift, 
and you, the innocent one, go and 
"be reconciled first to thy brother." 
Then return to your service and 
worship. 

The Lord emphasizes the same 
thing with a secular illustration in 
the next two verses: "Agree with 
thine adversary quickly, while thou 
art in the way with him; lest at any 
time the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to 
the officer, and thou be cast into 
prison. [If that happens, then] 

.. .Thou shalt by no means come 
out thence till thou hast paid the ut
termost farthing" (v. 25). 

The Lord is saying, "Settle out of 
court. Get the thing done with, set
tled, solved. Because if you don't, 
something worse may happen." 

This is a very strong word, isn' t it? 
The Lord is saying, "See anger for 
what it is ; it's the road to murder. 
Stop it before it gets started, and let 
the stopping take top priority over 
every other thing." 

THELORD ILLUSTRATES this sa me prin
ciple later in a parable in Matthew 
18. "Then came Peter to Him, and 
said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till 
seven times?" (v. 21 ). Notice here Pe
ter is assuming he is the innocent 
party and the brother. does the sin
ning. 

Peter said "seven" and he thought 
he was being very, very humble, 
very, very forgiving as the innocent 
party. But the Lord said, " I say not 
unto thee, until seven times; but un
til seventy times seven." 

Unlimited forgiveness is what is 
required. "If you really want to show 

your humility, Peter, then you 
should be willing to forgive an un
limited number of times somebody 
who has wronged you!" 

Then the Lord tells an interesting 
story. "Therefore is the kingdom of 
heaven likened unto a certain king, 
which would take account of his ser
vants. And when he had begun to 
reckon, one was brought unto him, 
which owed him ten thousand tal
ents" (Matt. 18:23, 24). 

Assuming these were talents of sil
ver rather than gold a nd that silver 
was worth only a dollar an ounce, 
then that would mea n he owed near
ly ten million dollars! 

The point is, be owed an incredi
ble amount that he couldn't possibly 
hope to pay. "The servant therefore 
fell down, and worshipped him, say
ing, Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all" (v. 26). 

Of course he was really pleading 
mercy; he could never hope to pay it 
all. So he was saying, "Please let me 
have a chance, even though the 
whole will never be paid." But we 
read that "Then the lord of that ser
vant was moved with compassion, 
and loosed him, and forgave him the 
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debt" (v. 27). 
Suppose this had happened lo 

you - hopelessly in debt, your liberty 
and future at stake a nd the future of 
your fa mily; then suddenly ev
erything had been forgiven. It would 
have made you a different person, or 
it ought to have. 

" But the same serva nt went out" 
the Lord said, "and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an 
hundred pence: and he laid hands on 
him, a nd took him by the throat, say
ing, Pay me that thou owest. And his 
fellowservant fell down at his feet, 
and besought him saying, Have pa
tience with me, and I will pay thee 
a ll" (vv. 28, 29). 

Now the second man owed about 
three months' wages. He had a 
chance, a good chance of paying it 
all. But the man who had just been 
forgiven refused to listen and had his 
fellowservant put into prison. 

You remember the parable contin
ues, " So when his fellowservants saw 
what was done, they were very sorry, 
and came and told unto their lord a ll 
that was done. Then his lord, a fter 
tha t he had called him, said unto 
him, 0 thou wicked servant, I for
gave thee a ll that debt, because thou 
desiredst me. Sho uldest not thou 
also have had compassion on thy fel
lowservant, even as r had pity on 
thee? And his lord was wroth, and 
delivered him to the tormentors, till 
he should pay all that was due unto 
him" (vv. 3 1-34). 

And we say, "That was right; he 
should have." But here's the Lord's 
point: " So likewise sha ll my heaven
ly Father do unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trepasses" (v. 35). 

That's a strong word. "So likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do." God 
won't forgive me in the family con
text if l don't forgive others in the 
family. Oh, I'm saved ; I'm in the 
family, but there's a tension, a barrier 
between the Father and me simply 
because there's a barrier between me 
and one of His other children. 

This is what God is saying in this 
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parable: "Get your horizontal rela
tionships right, because they affect 
your relationship with the Father. 

W E SEE THIS SAME PRINCIPLE in a pic
ture, the famous chapter on foot 
washing, John 13. Whether foot 
washing is a practice that should be 
followed literally is a subject in itself, 
but certainly what the Lord taught 
here pictures a very important truth. 

In John 13:4, 5 we read of Jesus 
that " He riseth from supper, and laid 
aside His garments; and took a tow
el, and girded Himself. After that He 
poureth water into a basin, and be
gan to wash the disciples' feet, and to 
wipe them with the towel wherewith 
He was girded." This was the part of 
a slave, but Christ took that part and 
did it on behalf of the disciples. 

Peter protested, but Jesus said, " If 
I wash thee not, thou hast no part 
with me" (v. 8). And then Peter, like 
a pendulum, swings to the other ex
treme and said, "Lord, not my feet 
only, but a lso my bands and my 
head." 

And the Lord said, "That's not 
necessary. You a re a lready cleansed 
from the guilt of sin, but you need 
your feet washed because they are 
what pick up the dirt as you walk." 

Well, the Lord washed their feet, 
and after He had done it He said, 
" D o you know what I've done unto 
you?" Then He went on, "Ye call me 
Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and 
Master, have washed your feet, ye 
a lso ought to wash one a nother's 
feet." 

Notice He said, "Ye ought" to do 
it. Incidentally, we do not find this 
phrase too many times in the New 
Testament, but here is one of the 
three or four times it occurs, " Ye a lso 
ought to wash one another's feet" (v. 
14). 

Most commentators agree that 
C hrist is giving a picture here of how 
He keeps us clean in our walk 
through this world. · His living to 
make intercession for us is what 
keeps us safe a nd rightly related to 
God. He is not just saying, "I am 
washing your feet and keeping you 
clean and in right relationship," 
however, but that "You ought to 
wash one another's feet, you ought 
to keep in right relationship with 
each other." Sin does occur, and we 
need to keep each other clean by for-



giving one a nother. 
Now there are right a nd wrong 

ways of doing this and I would like 
to make a few suggestions. If you a re 
going to wash somebody's feet, don't 
sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocri tes do a nd say, " I'm a bout to 
wash so-and-so's feet. I'm going to 
set him right." If you are going to 
wash somebody's feet, you should be 
very quiet about it. 

If you are going to wash 
somebody's feet, you have to get 
down where feet are, a nd they're 
usually at the lower end of the body. 
When the Lord washed the disciple's 
feet, He undoubtedly knelt in front 
of them. And when you come to 
somebody in order to try to right a 
wrong that's there, please remember, 
you should come on your knees to 
tha t person (cf. Gal. 6: I). You can' t 
stru t and parade if you are going to 
wash somebody's feet. 

T hird, I would suggest that if you 
a re going to wash somebody's feet, 
be very sensible about it; don' t use 
too ho t wa ter and don't use too cold 
water. Just be sensible. The apostle 
Pa ul implies tha t we a re supposed to 
warm people with the truth, not 
scald them ( I Thess. 2:7, 11 , 12). 
When I'm going to wash somebody's 
feet, I've got to say just the right 
thing to bring him to a place of res to
ration. 

And notice, in John 13:5, after the 
Lord washed the disciples' feet, He 
wiped them. lf you don't do a com
plete j ob, you know wha t will hap
pen. Mix wa ter with dirt and you get 
mud. If you don' t finish your foot
washing, you will leave the person in 
a worse state tha n you found him. 

FouRTH, NOTICE this same principle 
in a prayer. In Matthew 6 we find 
our Lord's pa ttern prayer which in
cludes this fa miliar petition: "And 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors" (v. 12). 

Notice that of all the wonderful 
things in this prayer, Christ picked 
out only one for comment - this one, 
"forgive us our debts." Our Lord is 
saying - in the family; this is not sal
va tion forgiveness- tha t if I have 
not forgiven o ther children their tres
passes, then I cannot pray, "Forgive 
me my debts." 

In the Greek verse 12 says: "And 
forgive us our debts as we have forgi
ven our debtors." T his is accura te 

a nd logical. If I have fo rgiven, then 
I'm in a position to ask God for for
giveness of my da ily sins as well. If 
I have not, then I'm not in a position 
to ask for daily forgiveness. Let me 
make a few observations about this 
whole matter. 

First, this does not mean that the 
o ther person must necessarily see his 
wrong. If I see it a nd consider it a 
wrong, then it is my d uty to forgive, 
whether he sees it or not. He may 
even go through life continually 
doing the same thing; it is still my 
duty to forgive him. He doesn't see 
it; he won't admit it; I still have to 
forgive. 

Why doesn' t he come to me? 
Tha t's no t the point. T he Lord tells 
me to forgive. 

Second, this doesn' t necessarily 
mean that I a lways have to go to 
somebody. You can see a forgiving 
heart as well or better tha n you can 
discern it by hearing. In fact, I'd a l
most rather see a confession than 
hear it. I'd rather see a person who is 
a lways forgiving those who have 
wronged him than hear his forgive
ness. 

If God tells you to ask someone's 
forgiveness face to face, all right, but 
sleep on it first for a night or two, 
a nd be sure it is not just the emotion 
of the moment. But don' t sleep on an 
unforgiving heart. 

Third, this principle applies to 
those who are closest to us. God is 
not asking me to forgive a ll the Chi
nese Christia ns of all their wrongs, or 
all the people in Zambia. But He is 
ta lking about me a nd my closest re
la tionships in my family, my church, 
my work. 

Fourth, this principle does not 
mean tha t you condone or approve 
of wha t the person may be doing 
who doesn't want to change or admit 
his wrong. It does mean tha t you for
give genuinely so there's nothing 
harbored in your heart. Because if 
there is something ha rbored and un
cared for, a root of bitterness will 
spring up. And when you come to 
that point, you have gone too far. 

Fina lly, this is something which 
should be done daily. " Be ye angry, 
a nd sin not" (Eph. 4:26). Let's sup
pose that's the only kind of a nger 
you ever have - righteous indigna
tion. The next part of the verse says: 
"Let not the sun go down upon your 
wra th [righteous indignation]." 

Don' t go to bed with something 
unforgiven. 

T his doesn't mean you have to get 
up and try to straighten everything 
out, but it does mean you straighten 
yourself out before you go to sleep. 
" Let not the sun go down on your 
wra th." As you go to bed at night 
you ought to examine the relation
ships of the day and if something is 
out of focus and not righ t, get it set
tled in your own heart before you 
close your eyes. That's important. 

Why? Because if you wake the 
next morning and the same thing is 
there, it wi ll begin to make a li t tle 
callus tha t will get thicker. 

" Let not the sun go down on your 
wrath," even though it is righteous 
wrath. "Neither give place to the 
devil." One of the most frequent 
means Satan uses to get at us is 
through a n un forgiving spirit. Some
times he does unusual things to be 
sure, but here's his usual approach, 
through a nger tha t isn' t stra ightened 
out, through unharmonious relation
ships with other people. If you wa nt 
to frustra te Sata n, do it every night 
by being sure your heart is right with 
other people. 

Some time ago I heard a radio 
preacher say, ·'Ephesians 4:26 is a n 
evening prayer and Ma tthew 6: 12 is 
a morning prayer." If at night I ad
just all my relationships in my own 
heart, then when I get up in the 
morning I can say, " Forgive me my 
debts as I have already- last night
forgiven my debtors." I don' t want 
to press that, but it makes a n in ter
esting point. 

Every day he sure your relation
ships with o thers of God's family are 
as right as they can be in your heart. 
They may never be all you would 
like with some persons persona lly 
and face to face, but in your own 
heart they can be right. And I think 
the other person involved will see 
your forgiving spirit, and be helped. 

If you can build a life like this, day 
after day, month after month, year 
after year, there won't be any root of 
bitterness in your heart. Then when 
it comes time for you to die or go 
home with Christ in the rapture, you 
can look back and say, " I don't have 
anything I need to talk to a nybody 
about to get straigh tened out." 

That would be a great kind of life, 
but it starts today, continues tomor-
row and every day. END 
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