
·./~jLEV ANCE · AND: R.ETI~~NCE_·. 
-~ . That' the GosP,el is not·· being. made ·~elevant 

· .to our day and generation is a common charge today. 
. Is it true. that lack of relevance is really our problem 
in communicating the Gospel t~ our generation? Or 
c~~jd . t~e · troµble be retic,en.ce on ~}:le p~r-t of those 
who shc;,uld he communicating. it? Reticenc;e means 
"being inclined ~o keep sil~t or unco.mmunicative." 

· Certainly the G9spel itself is not irrel~vant. 
God has no .o~er way •Of salvation than believing .in 

. Jesus Christ as one's own $;!lvior; there is no other 
message that proclaims t~4; but the Gospel. This 
messag~ · is still pointedly relevant to ·man's need in 
~he. t~entieth .century; marfs basic ne~d·. has· not 

. ·changed~ Neithe·r civil •rights nor space exploration 
nor any other achieve~ent of rnan~ind has been able 
to give him peace with God, with others, and- with · 
hiniself. . Go~. has . no ·other good . news to m~et this 

, basic' need·. th~n the unchanging. ·Gospel. · · 
. . To be sure, some of our ·current evarigelism qiay 
. be irrelevant. In some instances it- is irrelevant be-

cause the proclamation has little -or no· content. In 
·other cases, tbe method of proclaiming .th~ truth is 
unwise or unattractive. There is no justifiable exc\lse 

.~-/~for either kind of irrelevancy. · · 
1 

• .But isn't the basic lack something else? We do 
-~ 1ot really question the fact that the Gospel is the only 

message- that can meet man's need even in this day. 
W ~ are certainly not bereft of good methods. Indeed, 
since the church began, Christians have nev.er had 
available for their use · a greater variety of .excellent . 
helps. · Our lack is not so much in how we communi-

. l 

. · cate · the Gospel but in. communicating it. at all. 
· Teaching a Sunday schpol class c~n be relevant; 

· being afraid to .witness t~ the clerk a~ the super­
market is reticence. Living a changed life is most 

. relevant; . but never accompanying it with a poi~ted 
oral testimony is reticence~ Fellowship with other 

. Christians is relevant; but fdlowship on~y with other 
Christians may indicate reticence to reach the un-

. saved. . . 
. To give someone a poc;,rly print~d tract is irrele­

v~nce; never to hand out a tract• is reticence. To. . . . 

·buttonhole people on the street is irrelevance; never 
inviting. an unsaved friend to dinner in your own 
home is reticence. Witnessing without courtesy · atld 
tact is irrelevance ; never opening your mouth -to :wit­
ness is reticence. 

Perhaps ,the. contemporary cry. for relevance 
ougli.~ to be preceded· by a c~l to overcome · reticence. 

: .; One of the best ways I know to overcome reticence 
,· \.._J in ~itnessing is to pray da.ily a pray~r s~mething li~e 

this: '."Lord, make me alert ·to .opportunities to wit­
ness :for , 't'h~e today_;, Try it. God rtiight · just 
answer!· CHARLES C. -RYRIE 
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