
IT'S NOT EASY TO BELIEVE 
It's not easy to believe. 
How many times have you tried 

to pay for something with a personal 
check? You know you're good for the 
amount. You've dealt with the same 
clerk many times, and she knows you 
are good for it. But the scenario is 
always the same. "Let me see your 
driver's license." She punches in the 
number to see if your record is clear. 
All clear. "Let me see a major credit 
card." Punches in that number. All 
clear. Clerk initials the check. Now the 
store believes you. But it wasn't easy. 

When you ask someone to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ you are asking 
something very difficult. You are asking 
the person to believe someone he or 
she has never seen. Someone who lived 
in the very distant past. Someone who 
has no liv ing eyewitnesses who can 
vouch for His character and the truth of 
His words. Someone whose biography 
was written very long ago and by those 
who were His friends. 

When you ask someone to believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior from 
sin you are asking him to believe in 
an almost unbelievable concept. 
The issue at stake is not the tab at the 
supermarket or the cost of something 
in the department store. You are asking 
him or her to believe that this unseen 
Person who lived so long ago can 
forgive sins and freely give eternal life. 
And this forgiveness can be given 
because He died as a substitute. Is 
that easy? 

If one's faith is mistaken or 
misplaced it could be a very costly 
error. The issue does not concern a few 
dollars or a few years of life on earth. 
It concerns eterni ty. Since all of this 
is involved in faith, it is not easy to 
believe. 

And yet we all do believe in 
hu·ndreds of ways every day. We believe 
the letter we mailed will be delivered. 
We believe everyone at the water 
company is doing his job so that we 
can turn on the tap and drink safely. We 
believe that the skill of engineers and 
contractors who designed and built the 
many buildings we walk in and out of 
will keep them from falling on our 
heads. And ( this one always amazes 
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me) , "Your photos back tomorrow or 
they're free." 

What is faith? It is confidence, 
trust, holding something true. But fai th 
must have content. There must be 
confidence or trust about something. 
To have faith in Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins means to have 
confidence that He can remove the guilt 
of sin and grant eternal l ife. 

Faith has an intellectual facet to i t. 
There must be some understanding of 
the facts of the Gospel , particularly that 
Christ died for our sins and was raised 

from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and 
Romans 4:25) . But it is also an act of 
the will, for we can decide either to 
obey or reject God's command to 
believe (Acts 16:31) . And whichever 
choice we make involves our will. 

Does the New Testament use other 
words interchangeably with believe? 
Yes it does. Receive is one (John 1:12); 
call is another (Romans 10:13) . Confess 
is one (Romans 10:9 and Hebrews 
4:14); ask is another (John 4:10) . The 
person who asks or confesses or calls 
or receives, believes. 

With great exactness the New 
Testament always says that salvation is 
through faith, and not because of faith 
(Ephesians 2:8). Faith is the channel 
through which we receive God's gift of 
forgiveness and eternal l i fe. Strictly 
speaking, faith is not the cause of our 
salvation. God has ar ranged it so that 
no one can ever boast, not even about 
his fai th. 

Normally t11e New Testament word 
for believe is used with the preposi tion 
that means in (John 3:16), indicating 
rel iance or confidence in the object. 
Sometimes the word believe is followed 
by a preposit ion that means upon, 
emphasizing laying hold on the object 
of faith (Romans 9:33). Sometimes it is 
followed by a clause that explains the 
content of faith (Romans 10:9,11 ) . 

When you present the gospel, keep 
two things very clear. First, who the 
object of our faith is, namely the Lord 
Jesus Christ who died and rose from 
the dead, and second, what the issue 
is, namely the need for forgiveness and 
eternal life. Then offer Him or His 
forgiveness as the free gift of His grace 
which anyone can receive through 
faith. 

One of the clearest statements 
about the necessary content to saving 
faith and how to be saved is found in 
the words of the Lord to the sinful, 
Samaritan woman. He said, "If you 
knew the gift of God, and who i t is who 
says to you , 'Give Me a drink,' you 
would have asked Him, and He would 
have given you l iving water" (John 
4:10). Know about the gift and the 
Giver ; then ask and receive eternal life. 
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