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To show what great things God has done. 

IF CHRIST SHOULD APPEAR 

by CHARLES CALDWELL R YRIE* 

An Exposition of the M iracle of the 
Demoniacs of Gadara 

(Matt. 8 :28-34; Mark 5 :1-20; Luke 8 :26-39) 

How often have you heard someone ask: "I wonder what 
would happen if . .. " The Bible answers some of those 
questions which begin in that speculative vein. For instance, 
we know what would happen if a man should come back 
from the dead and try to tell people the truth about heaven 
and hell. Our Lord asserted that if such should occu r, still 
men would not be persuaded to believe (L uke 16:31). We 
know also what man's response would be if God should openly 
judge this world instead of dealing in grace and longsuffering. 
Man would blaspheme God- not repent and turn to Him 
(Rev. 16). 

H ow often have you heard a preacher say, or perhaps 
wondered yourself: "I wonder what would happen if Jesus 
Christ should appear visibly among us today!" The Bible 
also answers that question, in the story of the healing of the 
demoniacs in the country of the Gadarenes; for assuredly 
the reactions of t he twentieth century would be exactly the 
same as those of t he first century when our Lord did walk 
among men in visible form. 

T he miracle occurred. in Gadara. The disciples had crossed 
the Sea of Galilee on a trip that they would never forget; for 
as they crossed a storm arose, the severity of which drove 
them to awaken their Master, who spoke peace to the waves 
and fear to their hearts. When they did arrive at their 

• Dr. Ryrie is Assistant Professor of Systematic Theology at Dallas 
Theological Seminary, Dallas, Tex. 
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destination in the country of the Gadarenes (which is on 
the east side of Lake Galilee in P erea, in t he territory of 
Ph ilip t he T etrarch), they were met immediately by t wo 
demon possessed men.1 The action which follows shows what 
does happen and what would happen if J esus should appear 
today. 

1. Spirits Flee 

Our attention is first drawn to evil spirits, t heir reaction 
to the Saviour, and certain other facts about them. It is 
always amazing t o t his writer to discover occasf_onally in 
conservative circles those who deny the reality o;f demons. 
Their argument is t hat, although the Lord Himself knew 
t hat they were not real, H e simply acquiesced to the idea of 
the people that demons were real. T herefore, they say, 
demons are real only as they exist in people's minds, t hough 
act ually they do not have real, objective, substantial exist
ence. Their existence is subjective, i.e., only in fhe mind ; 
not objective, i.e., demons exist whether or not one believes 
it, or even if there were no human race at a ll. But if, as they 
say, our Lord accommodated H imself to this idea of sub
jective existence of demons, then it would appear that this 
was a deceiving accommodation unworthy of the Son of God. 
Also such an idea cannot explain a passage li ke Matthew 
10 :8, 17-18. No; demons have real, objective cx·stence, as 
well as real activities and desires, some of the facts of which 
we learn from this miracle. 

(a) The deployment of demons. Since Satan is not omni
present, demons become in a sense his arms and feet carrying 
out his purposes. It is not often that Satan's purposes to 
control men are so vividly manifest as they are · n t his ac
count. Usually his wares are less openly displayed ; t here
fore, we should take careful notice of what he can ~o to men 
who a re under his control. He can destroy a man's physical 
powers for good and turn them into instruments of sclf
destruction. He can make a man useless to society, for the 

1 Matthew records the fact that there were two men, whereas t he 
accounts of Mark and L uke center around the one who was evidently 
the spokesman. T he fact t hat Mark and Luke do not mention two 
certainly does not deny that there were t wo. 
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demons had driven these men into the wilderness. He can 
unbalance a man's mental capacities. All of these features 
of Satan's work through demons are illustrated often in the 
Gospels, but let no one think that such demonic activity was 
confined to those days. Satan and his hosts are active today 
(Eph. 6 :12) . In actuality their activity is on the increase in 
these latter days (I Tim. 4 :1). 

(b) The destination of demons. When the Lord Jesus began 
to rebuke the demons who possessed these men of Gadara, 
the first request they made of Him was that He would not 
send them into the abyss (Luke 8:31, A. S. V.) . That He 
might do this immediately and prematurely seemed to strike 
fear into their hearts. 

(c) The desire of demons. The second request the demons 
made of the Saviour was that He would command them to 
go into a nearby herd of swine. In this way they could be 
free of Christ's torment of them and yet not be judged finally. 
Thus they would be free to continue their occupation of dis
rupting the work of God by influencing and possessing other 
men. In the instance before us, demon possession is in view 
and in proportions nowhere else found in the Gospels (cf. 
Luke 8:2; Matt. 12 :43). A Roman legion had 6,826 men in 
it, and the implication from the record is that this large 
number of demons possessed these men. It is quite clear 
that the Lord spoke to the human being involved, and yet 
the man's answer was given by the demons speaking through 
his faculties. Demon possession, as illustrated here, is the 
direct influence of demons over a person, which stems from 
the demons' res iding in the person, thus deranging both mind 
and body. Demon influence is from outside the person and 
not from within; thus Christians may be influenced by 
demons but never possessed, for demons cannot reside within 
the temple of the Holy Spirit. 

(d) The doctrine oJ demons. Demons have a creed Qas. 
2:19). Two points of it are seen in this account. They 
recognize the Lord Jesus as the Son of God.2 Further, they 

2 Some believe, on the basis of "Most High" (Luke 8:28), that these 
demoniacs were Gentiles, since that expression is used by Gentiles in 
the Bible (cf. Num. 24:1 6; Gen. 14:20, 22; Mic. 6:6; I sa. 14:14; Dan. 
3:26; 4:24, 32; 5:18, 21; Acts 16:17). But the designation "Most 
High" is also found on Jewish lips (Luke 1 :32, 35, 76; 6 :35). 
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admit that they are subject to His control, for three t imes 
here they besought the Lord concerning what He would do 
with them. This is a real comfort, for we can be assured 
that no matter how strong or active the enemy may be, still 
"greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world" 
(I J ohn 4:4) . 

2. Society Fears 

"If the Lord would only make Himself known to the w<1rld 
in some amazing manner," one often hears, "then surely 
people would turn to Him." No, that wou ld not be the case. 
We need not even speculate as to what society's reaction 
would be if Christ shbuld appear, for we know from the Word 
of God that it would be either to blaspheme (Rev. 9:21; 
16:11) or to fear and politely wish Him gone (as in this 
miracle) . T he action of t he world in this case centered 
around a definite object- a herd of swine. The pigs reveal 
the true nature of the unregenerate heart. 

(a) The reason for the destruction. The answers as to why 
the Lord would destroy these swine, which Huxley called 
"the wanton destruction of other people' s property," are 
divided into two categories. One group is aimed only; at 
condemning Christ; the other, at justifying H im. Some ay 
that the story is pure myth. Others say there is an historical 
core but that the part about t he swine is a later addition to 
the facts . Sometimes a purely naturalistic explanation is 
advanced ; e.g., the demoniacs frightened the swine and the 
bystanders merely imagined that the demons went into the 
animals . All of these explanations, of course, discredit the 
accuracy and authenticity of the Word and must be rejected.3 

Various explanations have been offered by those who 
believe in the inspiration of t he record . Some say that this 
destruct ion is simply a part of the mystery of evil and, like 
such things as earthquakes, cannot be explained . Others 
retreat into the rights of the Lord J esus, as Creator, t o do 
as He wishes. But the best explanation seems to be that the 
Lord was enforcing t he Mosaic law. After all, t he keepers 

3 The writer once heard a minister declare in all sincerity that, 
having been reared on a fa r m, he knew why the pigs died. " After all," 
he said, "pigs can't live in salt water, and since they all plunged into 
the Sea of Galilee, they naturally died"! 
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of t he swine were in all likelihood J ews, who had no right to 
this kind of unclean business\ thus the Lord by His action 
not only granted the demons their request (which of course 
He was under no obligation to do) but also dealt a decisive 
blow to these impious J ews. Striking in the account is the 
fact that the owners made no protest. This would seem to 
indicate that they knew they were in the wrong, and that 
they recognized that the Lord, in sending unclean spirits into 
unclean hogs, was right. 

(b) The report of the destruction. When the men who fed 
the swine saw what happened, they fled to their employers 
to report the destruction so t hat they would not be blamed. 
T he healing of the wretched demoniacs found no place in 
t heir report. Their only concern seems to have been for 
earthly success, not the souls of men. 

{c) The reaction to the destruction. The reaction of the 
owners is curious but typical. They were not openly hosti le, 
though one can imagine that underneath they were seething. 
Evidently they recognized t hat they had been in the wrong 
and had no claim against the Saviour for His actions. The 
Scripture declares that they fea red H im and p ied with Him 
to leave them alone. No doubt they were struck with His 
authority, but also they were afraid of further financial loss. 
Our Lord had touched these men in their most sensitive spot 
- t heir pocketbooks-and t hey wanted Him to leave before 
they went bankrupt. 

(d) Tlze result of the destruction. As a result the Lord left 
that region. He did not, nor does He today, force H imself 
on unwilling hearts. He knocks at the door of the unsaved 
heart, and He beseeches the Christian to follow Him; but 
He does not coerce. The men had their wish granted, and 
doubtless they set about to recoup t heir losses, little realizing 
that t heir greatest loss was that of the presence and power 
of Christ. If the Lord were visibly present today, men 
would not ask Him to stay, for human hearts remain 
unchanged. 

• Mark notes the fact that the herd numbered two thousand, showing 
something of the extent of this illicit business (Mark 5:1 3). 
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3. Saints Follow 

(a) The saints' condition. The physical change in the 
cured men well illustrates the spiritual change which every 
person, who puts his trust in Christ, undergoes. Instead of 
being naked they were clothed; instead of raging they were 
in their right minds; and instead of wandering they were 
settled. The change wrought by the Saviour had affected 
their morals, their m inds, and their activities. T o t hose 
who knew them in their former condition this conversion 
was so strange that it frightened them. To us who know 
the power of Christ to change lives, it reflects again the 
transforming power of the supernatural. 

(b) The saints' commission. As was to be expected after 
such a change, the former demoniacs wanted to be with 
Christ; but His command to them was to go home and tell 
others what had happened. Doubtless, because of their 
condition, these men had been forced to livel away from 
their homes for a long time. Now the Saviour's command 
was to return there first and tell the good news. 

There is a lesson to be learned from this orderly arrange
ment. Sometimes so much attention is paid to certain as
pects of the Lord's work that the home is neglected. T he 
Lord has only ordained in the Word two organizat ions for 
the carrying on of His work-the church, and the home. 
This is not to say other Christian organizations are un
scriptural. The st atement is made merely to emphasize the 
importance of these two. If we would stop no think, we 
could readily see the importance of the Christian home. 
Can you imagine what your own home church would be like 
if every child in every Christian home in its membership 
were a dedicated Christian? Even the performance of "the 
Lord's work" should not take precedence over duties related 
to t he proper fun ctioning of the Christian home. T he Lord's 
commission t o these men was entirely in order, of course: 
" Return to thine own house, and show how great t hings 
God hath done unto thee." 

If Christ should appear visibly on the scene t oday, how 
would it affect your town, your life? The world would not 
receive Him; indeed, it would beg Him to leave it alone so 
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it could go on making money without interference. But if 
you are a Christian He is present in your heart. D oes the 
world see that? Are you following Him? Do you tell those 
at home and throughout the whole city of His saving power? 
These things should be so if He has appeared to you. 


