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by Charles C. Ryrie

Without apology the New Testament places a great deal of emphesis
on the subject of giving, There are commands, practical suggestions,
warnings, examples, and exhortations concerning this important matter.
Everywhere in the Scriptures miserliness, greed, and avarice are
denouncedj and generosity, hospitality, and charity extolled., The same
word that is used for our fellowship with the lord is also used in rele-
tion to the fellowship of the collection of money (2 Cor. 8:14), empha-
sizing the high spiritual character of giving, Further; this grace of
giving is a spiritual gift (Rom. 12:8) accessible to all believers to
have and to ugse. It is a gift which all can exercise, whatever be the
individual's financial status, and it is one of high order among the
believer's total privileges and responsibilities.

What should be one's guide in grace giving? Perhaps the New
Testament passage which sets forth most succinetly the basie principles
of giving is 1 Corinthians 16:2: "Upon the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I come." In this single verse there are
laid down four principles of giving, |

_?;;“(1) Giving is e personal matter—"let every one of you." Like
most of the commands concerming Church life in the New Testament the
motter of giving is & personal thing, in which every believer sustaiﬁél

a direct and individual relationship to God as if he were the only

Christian in the world. When you or I fail to give, the entire Church



is weakened, for like the proverbial chain, the Church is no better then
its weakest member. It is & peculiarity of conduct under graece that in
most things we are left to determine our individual responsibility
before the Lord. Though it might be convenient at timea to have
corporate commands in tl;e litq of the Church, indi.vidual commands
engmder individual responsibility. .

| ‘(2)‘ Giving»’is to be proportionut..e-f”as ‘God hath prospered him.”
No herd ‘and fast rule concerning the amount is to be found emomg New
Testament principles of giving. This is in sharp contrast to the 01d
Testement regulations which required that a tenth of 51_11 be given to
the levites (lev. 27:30-533), who in turn tithed vhat they received and
geve it to the- priests, In addition; the Jews understood tha}t. a second
tithe {a tenth ‘of the remaining nine-tenths) wes to be set apart and con~
sumed in :}ay saer;d meal in Jerusalem (thoée living too fer frem Jerusalem
could bring money, Deut., 1215, 6, 11, 18). Further, every third year
ancther tithe was teken for the Levites, strangers, fa:&herlesé, and
widows (Dout, 14828-~20)., Thus the proportion was clearly specified, and
every Israelite wes obligated to bring to the lord appreximately 22%
of his yearly income. In contrast the New Testament merely says, "as
God hath prospered him." This may mean 8%, 12%, 20%, 50%, or even more,
depending on the individuel case. It may also meen variation in propor-
tion, for there is no reason to believe that the proportion suiteble for
this year will be satisfactory for next yea.r.&/‘umicbh time the Christien
gives he is to reflect on God's blessing in his life and determine what

proportion in return he will give to God.



(8) Giving is to be in private deposit——'"lay by him in store."
Contrary to the usual belief, the Christian is not told to turn his gift
into the Church treasury each Sunday. The word in store means to gather
and lay upy to heap up, or treasure; and the reflexive pronoun to himself
indicates thaet it is to be kept in private, sot publie, deposit. The
picture clearly set forth in this phrase is of a private gift fund into
which the believer places his proportionetely detemiﬁed gifts and out of
which he distributes to specific casea. This does not mean that either
the giving i@?". such o fund or'the paying out from such ¢ fund is spasmodic.
Neither does this mean that regular giving or even pledging is comtrary
to the New Testahent principles of giving {of. £ Cor, 8:10-11, where a
pledge wvas made). But it does mean that there should be, however small,
dﬁ"evernrew supply of money available to give out es the Spirit
directsy either regularly or cccesionally. |

(4) Giving should be periodic—"on the first dey of the week."

It hes already been suggested that this is not an erratic businese. The
laying by in private store should be done on Sunday. Sundsy is the God-
eppointed day to keep accounts, determine proportions;-and ley by in store.
The Seriptures do not sey much aboit what the Christian should or should
not do oen the Lord's Day except that he should assemble with other
believers (Heb. 10328) and do his giving (1‘ Cor. 1632), Though one

need not beeome legalistic about ﬁhis matter of ca,r.ing for one's financigl
matters on Sundey, one must not treat it lightly either., Here is o
God-given exhortation which might well be hefded, The writer has himself
made a practice in the past fev years, whenever possible, of setting
aside on Sunday the proportion of his income which vwill go to the lord's

work, ang strange as it may seem doing it on the Lord's Day seems to



bring an added blessing. One of my students tried this last year and
testified to the blessing it brought to his family; for, gethered together
as o femily group on Sundey afternoon thinking and praying together

about their giving tq the lord, thair spirituel ties were strengthened,

b ¢ ch has suggested it, it is gertainly worth tryings

| Buﬁ, someone may Sy, vhy go po all this trouble? Why not just
tithe? The vord tithe is found in the New Testament only eight times
(Matt, 28128; Luke 11:42; 18312; Heb, 715-6, 8~8). In the references in
tﬁe Gospels it is used in eonnection yith thet vhich the Pharisees were
doing in fulfilling their obligation to the Mosaic lawe, In the references
in Hebrews it is used to prove the inferiority‘of thq:tribe ofvlevyfte
wvhom the tithe vas given. There is no passage of Scripture that

enjoins, either by direct command or example, the tithe upon the heliever
in this age. It is apparent that the tithe was part of the Mosaic law
(1ev. 27130-33) and an importent fector in the economy of Israel, The
law was never given to Gentiles and is expressly done away for the Chris-
tien (Boms 23145 2 Cor. 3:7-13; Heb. T311=12). Further, it would be
impossible today to tithe as comuanded in the 01d Testement, for vhere

is the priesthood to vhom tithes could be paid?. Neither are the words

of Malechi 3 tor the Chrigtian, for what believer claims to be & son of
Jaeob, to whom the passage is addressed (v. 6)? IMaterial bleasing is
never promised todqy as a reward for faithfulness irn any area of living
including giving. Spiritual blessing (Ephs 133) and the meeting of
material needs (Fhil. 4119) is that which God promises. Being prospered
materially is no sign of deep godliness or faithful tithing, end contreri-
wise poverty is no iﬁdieation of being out of God's will (ef. Paul’s omn

cage in Phil, 4:12).



But, it may be asked, since tithing was praeticed before the
lawv, does that not make irrelevant all that hes been said above and
leave bithing es & proper principle of giving? Since Abraham and
Jacob both tithed, and since their acts antedated the lev, does that
" not relieve tithing of its legal sspects and meke it & valid principle
to f’ollow t,odéy? The answer would be yes if' th_ére were no other guides
for giving in the New i‘esiamont. Since there are s;ch standerds in the
Nov Testament, who go back to twvo isolated exemples in f.he ‘om Testament
to find the principles fo;r giving? The feet that something was done
before thé law which was later in-corp.ora.ted into thé law doeé ‘not make
that thing e good example for today, espeeiauy if the New Testament
givefugﬁ;nce on the mat.ter. Not even the moat srdent tiﬁher would
say that the Sabbath ahonld bo observed today becaunse it was observed
' \‘CASohmwhoﬂu?

before the law (m, 16828~86), and yot that is the very,
| w tithing, The New Testament teachea‘ us about a new day of worship,
~ and it also gives us mew directions for givi:qg. To tithe tofiay on the
bagis of the examples of those who did it before the law would mean
that only 10% of one's income would go to the Lord and possibly only
oceasionally '(aa in the example of Abraham)j to tithe on the basis of
the law would meen that 22% would be given to the Lord as payment of &
debt’ due Him, and it would also mean that it should be givem to sup-
port Judaism; to give on the ba.‘sia of the principles of the Neﬁ Tosta~
ment might mean any percent, given because 100 % already bolongs to
Him, The lord's work will mnever lack snpporf} Seﬂmwm end prac-
tiae’ New Testement principles of giving,

Proportionate giving is not starting vith a tithe and them doing

vhet more we cen when we can. Proportionate giving is as God heth



prospered, If someone felt after prayer that his proportion should be
around 10%, the writer would suggest that he give 9% or 11% just to keep
his thought out of the 10% rut. A men vho is giving 9% or 11% will find
himgelf smch more sensitive to the lord'’s changing his proportion that
the Christian who gives 10%,

Thie is in no way a doctrine of ;.'lawleagness_. Though we are not
under the law, we are in-lawed to Chrigt, and this ;ssures proper con-
duct in ell areas of life including that of giving, Vhen I say, es I
‘do, 1 do mot tithe," I am not saying, "1 do not give.” Every Christien
owes 1004 of what he is and what he hes to God, and I for one heve |
willingly given all to Nim. The question; then, is not only how much
do I givey but also hovw much do 1 4apend on myself, Proportionete giving
alone can furnish the right ansver to this problem. p,*;h;? important sub-
 ject involves basi¢ principles, motives, and resultant actions, Wo give
be¢ause He gave, not because He comnandeds we give because we want to,
not because we have toj if in turn He blesses materially, we praise Him,

if not, we still praise Him., This is grace giving.
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(1) Giving is incumbent on each pers&n--“let every one of you." Grace does
not make giving optional; it is the privilege and responsibility of every Christian.
Therefore, when you or I fail to .give, the entire Church is weakened, for like the
proverbial chain, the Church is no better than its weakest member. Nevertheless,
giving is a personal matter in which every believer sustains a direct and
individual re¥ponsibility to the Lord as if he were the only Christian in the world.

What you give is your personal business as long as you are giving and msx¥mmyg doing

whom
it in conference with Him before all things are naked and open.
(2
Add on p 1/ 2

When prosperity comes, as it has for many Christians, it should be used to

give more, not necessarily to buy more,

Add p.6
« + « to this problem., Delete sentence beginning®This important subject

o o Add ""Cherge them that are rich in this world, that they be not

highminded, no® trust in uncdrtain riches, but in the living God, who giveth

us richly all things to enjoy; that they do god, that they be rich in good works,

ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up thA store for themselves a good

il

foundation against the time to come, that they may hbld on eternal life" (I Tim.

A

We give because He gave, ... continue to end.



