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Without azjology the New Testament places a great deal of emphasis
on the subject of g';iving. There are commands, practical suggestions, warnings,
emamples, and exhor‘tations concerning this important metter. Everywhere in
the Seriptures mise?liness, greel&, and avarice are denounced} and generosity,
hospitality, and chilrit:b extollede The same word that is used for our
felldwship with the|Lord is also used in relation to the feldowship of the

collection of money|(2 Cor. 8:l;) emphasizing the high spiritual character

of giving. Further, this grace of giving is a spirit;xal gift (Rom. 12:8)
accessible to all bqlievers to have and to use, It is a gift whiech all
can exercise wrlatevér be the individual's financial gstatus, and it is one
of th high order amo[ng the believer's iprivileges and responsibilities,

What should b%e one's guide in grace givingjBerhaps the New Testament
passage which sets f‘prt‘h most succinotly the basic principles of giving
is I Corinthians 16:%: "Upon the first day o ‘the week let every one of you
lay by him in store,{ as God hath prospered him that there be no gatherings
when I come.,"” In th‘i.s single wverse there are laid dwwn four principles
of giving tad&®. 1

(1) Giving is é. personal matter--let every one of you. Like most of
the commands ooncern:{ng é‘hurch dife in the Yew Testament the eem reguisg
matter of giving is a personal thing. in which every believer sustains a
direct and Mrelationship to God as if he were theonly Christian in
the world, When you !or I fail to give) the entire Ghurch is weakened, for
like the proverbial c’thdd.n, the @huroh /is no better than its weakest member.
It is a peculiatity cl:f gee conduct under grace that in most things we are
left to determine our} indidivual responsibility before the Lord, Though it
might be convenient arb times to have corporate commands in the life of the

e gen der

ohurotj individual oomma.nds make-mandedory indivudl responsibility,
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(2) Giving is to be proportionate--as God hath prospered him,.
No hard and fast rule concerning preperz the amount is setzdowmzimz to be found

among New Testamentlprinciples of giving. This ishn sharp contrast to the
regulationq
(ald Testament;tithe which required that a tenth of all be given to the “evites

(Leve 27:30-33) piu%zsztenkhxﬂﬂxthaxzamztningxninaathunthx who in turn
tithed what they re&éived and gave it to the préésts, In addition, dewish the

praciiee Jews understood that a second tithe (a tenth of the remiining ndéne-

tenths) wai set apart and consumed in a sacred meal in Jerusalem (those living

J

too far from Yerusalem could bring money) (Deut 12:5,6,11,18)., Further, every

third year another tithe was taken for the “evites, strangers, fatherless, and
widows (Deut lh:28-2%). Thuséhﬁﬁroportion was ws¥t clearly specified, and
every Israelite was Fbligated to bringéo the Lord approximately 22% of his
yearly income., In Lontrast the “ew Testament merely says "as God hath
prospered him,2 Thi% may mean 8%, 12%, 20%, 50% or even more depending on

the indigidual case.i Th mey also mean variation in proportion, for there

no reason to bellevelthat the proportion suitable for this year will be
g§§§§2325¢ for next year. Each time the Christian gives he is to reflect on
God's blessing in hif life and determine what proportion in return wiii he will
give to God.

(3) Giving is}to be in private deposit--lay by him in store. Contrary
to the usual belief The Christian is not told to turn his gift into the Church
treasury each Sundayl The(ag?d "in store™ means to gather and lay up, to heap
up, or treasure; and‘the reflexive pronoun "to himself" indicates &h&t it
4% to be kept in pr%vate noyﬁublio, deposit. Thf%/plcture clearly set forth
in this phrase is of a private gift fund omtzefz into which the believer
pitaces his proportio%ately determined gifi and out of which he distributes
to specific cases, This does not mean that either the giving into such a
fund or the paying out from such a fund is spammodic. Neither does this mean
that regular giving $r even pledging is contrary to the “ew LTestament principles

of giving (of. 2 Cor, 8:10-11 where a pledge was made). But it does mean that
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that there should bb,‘an ever-ready supply of money available to give out as
I

the Spirit directs éither regularly or oscasionally,
--on the first day of the week.
(L) Giving should be per:odic/ It has already been suggested that

this is not an erratio business. The laying by in private store should be

done on Sunday. Suqday is the gpd-appointed day to keepiw® acoounts, detenmin%{g'

proportionadfe gj.vﬁg » and layige 1 5 « The Seriptures do

not say much about w‘hat the Christian should or should not do on the Yord's -
| (Heb. v20:25)
Day exoept that he should assemble with other believers and do his giving (1 Cor.

| A
16:2), Though one nraed not become legalistic about this matter of smﬂifgv\/

m o
»p”one's financial matters on Sunday, one must het be- lighw either,
i |

Here is a Godrgiven eshortation which might well be heeded. The writer has
| )
himself made a practice in the past few years whenever p@ssiblﬁ of setting
on Sunday \ )
aside the propor‘bion{of his income which will go to the Lord's work,and strange
A | an added
a8 it may seem doing it on the Lord's day seems to bring speeisizblessing,

One of my students tqied this last year and testified to the blessing it
to
brought his family, tIor gathered together as a family group on Sunday afternoon

they thnught‘)and praﬁg”'\together about their giving to the Lord, %Z;ﬁ—":m breaq_

If God has suggested ?.t it is certainly worth trying.
But, someone mb.y say, why go to all this trouble? Why not just tithe?
‘ .

The word ti‘b_l‘ié is found in the New Testament only 8 times (Matt. 23:23; Luke 11:42;
18:12; Heb. 7:5,5,8 ,9‘) In the references in the Gospels it is used in connection
with that whieh the f’“arlsees were doing in fulfilling their obligation to the

‘ prove inferdority
Mosaic law. In the r?ferences in Hegrews it is used to shew the superiomity
of the tribe of Levi 1%0 whon the tithe was given. There is no passage of Scripture
that enjoins either by: direct command or example the tithe upon the believer
in this age. It is ae(‘zy apparent that the tithe was part of the Mosaic law
(Lev. 27130-33)/ and a!n important factor in #he economy of Israel, The law
was never given to Gentiles and is expressly done away for the Christian (Rom.
%i’gﬁ‘; 2 Cor., 3:7-13; Iiieb. 7:11-12), Further, it would be impossible today to
tithe as ocommanded in {‘:he 0ld Testament, for where is the priesthood to whom

|
tithed could be paid? Neither are the words of Malachi 3 for the Christian, for
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what believer calai ms to be a son of Jacob to whomthe passage is
addressed (v. 6)? Material blessing is never promised today as a reward
for faithfulness in‘any area of living including giving. Spiritual blessing
(Eph. 1:3) and the #eeting of material needs (Phil l;:19) is that which
God promises,. Beingiprospered materially is no sign of deep godliness
or faithful tithingi and contrariwise poverty is no indication of being of
of God's will (cf. Paul's own case in Phil, 4:12),

But, it may 4@;&1 be 2:§3:!since tithing was practiced before the
lew, does that not %nnaaidato make irrelevant all that has been said above
and leave ththing aj a proper principle of giving? Since Abraham and Jacob

both tithed doaazthétznot, and since their ants antedated the law, does that

not relieve tithing of its legal aspects and make it a wvalid principle to

follow today? The 4nswer woudd be yes if there were no other guides for giving

in the New Testamenﬁ. Since there are such standardsin the New Testament why
in the 0ld Testament
go back to two isolﬁted examples, to find the principles for giving?

A

The fact that sometﬁing was done before the law which was incorporated into
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the law does nct make that thing a good example for today especially if the

Iestament_spaaka;on the matter. Not tiken the most ardent tither would
‘because it was observed before the law
say that the Sabbath‘should be g;z:ffj?d today, and yst theSebbutirwas

Ng@genw‘"béi?z‘é\tt’w“éé/i‘n.m}?tme—&aw (Ex. 16:23-36), end yet that

is the very reason advanced for tithing, The New Testament teaches us about
| Hives
a new day of worship, and it also teag®s us new directions for giving.

To tithe today on th# basis of the examples of these who did it before the law

would mean that only‘lo% of one's income would go to the Lord and possibly
only on.ooe&siuﬁ'@as{in the example of Abraham); to tithe on the basis of the

law would mean that 22% would be given to the Yord as paygent of a debt due Him
and it should also mgan that it weg#d be given to support Juddimm; to give

on the basis of the principles of the New Testament might mean any percent,

100% bty ki
batzitzwiiizmean givgn because itzedi belongs to Him. %Ehe Otmrolr will never

lack support if it pﬂeaches and practices New Testament principles of giving.
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Proportionate piving is not sparting with a tithe and then doing what

more we can when we oan.Proportionate giving is as God hath proppered. If
e

, | I |
" 4 felt that after prayer that'my proportion should be around 107;); would

de%e beﬁéw give 9% or 11% just to keepM of the

10% rut. A man who is giving 9% or 11% will find itzmuehzessierzie gize

himself much more sendtive to the “ord's changing his proportion than the

|

Christian who gives 10%.

This is &m no way a doctrine of lawlessness. Though we ard ot under

the law we are in-lav‘red to Christ, and this assures proper conduct in all

|
areas of conduct including that of giving, When I say, as I do, "I do not
\
tithe", I am no% say:fng " I do not rive." Every Christian owes 100% of what

ge to God, and I

he is and what he haé and=pliat
forone Whve willingl;‘r given allto Him, The queétion then is not only how
much do I give to Hﬂ but also how mgch do I spend .on myself, Proportionate
giving alone can furrLish the right answer to this problem, This important
subject involves bas;io principles, motives, and resultant actions. We give
because He gave, not} because He commanded; we give because we want to, not
because e have toj; jﬁ.f in turn He blesses materidlly, we praise Him; if not,

we still prasie Him.| This is grace giving.





