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)l SEEMS TO ME: 

PENEJ RATION-WITH WHAT? 
by Charles C. Ryrie 

■ ONE 01" THE CONTEMPORARY calls 
to evangelicals is to penet rate the 
society in which we live. IL is t ime, 
we are told, that the church abandon 
her isolation and diffuse herself 
throughout the societal structure of 
t he day. We are told that what is 
needed is "a theology of culture and 
social concern." Supposedly this, 
coupled with up-to-date procedures, 
will bring a new reformation t o our 
generation. 

P enetration is right. No Chris
t ian should live within the confines 
of his spiri tual clique - whether 
that clique be nar rowly or broadly 
based. Our obligations to other 
people and the impossibility of liv
ing in isolation become increasingly 
apparent \vi th each passing day and 
every achievement of man. 

Social concern and up-to-date pro
cedures are also right. The Bible 
plainly says : "As we ha\·e oppor
tunity, let us do good unto all men'' 
(Gal. 6:10), and it goes without 
saying that it is irrelevant to use 
out-of-date methods in carrying ou t 
the Great Commission. 

But in t his call to penetration, 
have we not ignored the most basic 
matter involved in it ? With 11,,•Jwt 
are we to penet ra te our society? 

The answer of the Bible to this 
question is uncomplicated and to the 
point. We are to penetra te our cul
t ure with saints. And by sain ts I 
mean not simply believers in Christ 
but godly, sanctified, separated, 
fruitful Christians. When our Lord 
interpreted for His disciples the 
pa rable of the wheat and the ta res, 
He plainly stated that the good seed 
which is sown into the world are 
"the children of the kingdom" 
(Matt. 13 :38) . Specifica lly, this 
means, therefore, that people, not 
programs or procedures, a re what 
t he Son of Man is sowing into t he 

wor ld for a witness. Here is the 
scriptural pattern fo r penetration . 

In the pa rable of the sower the 
Lord made t he same point. Xotice 
the Re\·ised Yersion's translation of 
Matthe,Y 13 :19-23. The four kinds 
of seed a re people who are sown in to 
the wor ld. He that is sown by the 
wayside is the shallow professing 
person whose interest in Christi
ani ty lasts but briefly. 

He that. is sown on rocky places 
is the uns table, emotional person 
who is stimulated only by external 
experiences and who has no inner 
roo ts. Ile that is sown among t horns 
is also unfruitful because his basic 
interests are in the things of t he 
world and not in rescuing people 
from lhis world. His perspective 
being warped, his activity is mis
directed, though likely he makes a 
show of serving the Lord among 
the rich of this world. But in the 
end, instead of penetr~ting t hat 
segment of society, he h imself is 
overcome by it and because of this 
he loses his test imony. 

But the fourt h person is t he one 
who not only hear~ and believes the 
\\'ord of God but who bears fruit. 
This man and only thi.~ one has suc
cessfu lly penetrated his society. And 
what our generation needs is this 
same kind of penet ration by / r uitf ul 
Ch ristians. 

How is frui tfulness produced ? 
Again the biblical answer is very 
s imple. Fruitfu lness is basically 
Christlikeness, and Christlikeness 
is produced by the Holy Spiri t (Gal. 
5 :22-23). Thus a fruitful Ch rist ian 
is one whose life is completely under 
t he cont rol of the Spirit. Spir it 
control is Spir it fi lling, and t his 
concerns fi rst and foremost the per
son, not a program or a plan. God 
is s till seeking people who are 
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yielded to Him in Ol'der to pl'omote 
His wol'k, though we seem these 
days to be seeking more clever pro
motional schemes in order to give 
God a helping hand. 

When we face a need we call a 
committee meeting or a conference. 
We seek to probe the minds of men 
and fa il to understand the mind of 
God. Perhaps the hue and cry for 
penetration is a defense mechanism 
against admitting our failure to do 
the basic job of being fruitful. And 
perhaps our failure is due to the 
church's promoting herself in the 
world instead of producing mature 
believers within her own ranks. 

Penetration with what? God's 
answer is penetration with fruitful 
Christians. 

But why are we not seeing this 
today? The answer is not difficult to 
find. It costs something to be a fruit
ful, Spiri t-controlled Christian. It is 
comparatively simple to give your
self to a program. It is relatively 
easy to put your faith in a clever 
method someone else has invented 
and used successfully. It requires 
little personal commitment to be
come enmeshed in a mass move
ment. 

But to stand alone as an oasis of 
light effectively penetrating the 
darkness of a neighborhood or an 
office costs wholehearted dedicat ion 
to God, uncompromising standards 
of conduct, and rearrangement of 
the priori ties of life. 

This is costly, but it is the only 
route to effective penetration. END I TEAR OUT 

THIS BOOKLET 
AND SHARE IT 
WITH A FRIEND 

After you have read the 
booklet, "Answer for Our 
Times," why not remove it 
and share it with a friend? 
(Simply loosen staples, pull 
gently and booklet will 
come loose.) 

Turn to page 22 and 
read more about how you 
can use reprints of this 
brochure in your personal 
witness. Coupon for order
ing reprints is on page 42. 
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Right HYMNAL ~A 
.for Large Chu?~l:tes 

One such chutch minister, Rev. 
Ernest L. Laycock of North 
Syracuse, N.Y., using more 
than 450 Worship and Ser
vice Hymnals, writes: 

TI;~t 

"We certainly appreci
ated the prompt deliv
ery and are really en
joying this ex-cellent 
hymnal. Our organ

ist mentioned that 
some of the hymns 
are in a different 
key than the 
average hymn

book and that they 

' I , 

are more singable for the congregation. " 
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