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Bible Colleges Gain 
THE FUTURE OF THE BIBLE COLLEGE IS NOT ONLY SECURE 

BUT ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY, SAYS CHARLES C. RYRIE 

TH E F UT U RE of B ible colleges 
will depend entirely on the need 
for Bible colleges. As long as 

there is need, their existence is not only 
j ustified, but demanded. If the need 
ever ceases, their existence shou Id too. 
Therefore, any discussion of the fu ture 
of the Bible college must begin with 
a considerat ion of the need for such 
a school. 

T he j ustif icat ion fo r t he Bible college 
is in the Tew T estament itself. God's 
purpose in t his age is t he calling out of 
a people for His name ( Acts 15 : I 4). 
The process by which this is to be 
accomplished is summarized in the 
Great Cornmis ion's command to make 
disciples by going, baptiz ing, and teach
ing (:\latt. 28 :1 9-20). In other words, 
the purpose of God today is being fu l
filled t hrough the preaching of the gos
pel and the instructing of believers in 
a knowledge of the \ ,\lord. 

\ ,\Thatever other legitimate act ivi
ues the church may engage in, its cen
tral purpose is t he car rying out of the 
commission-reaching people with the 
good news of the saving grace of C h rist 
and teaching people t he truths of C hris
tiani ty. 

Bu t how does the Bible college 
fit into t his? Obviously by helping to 
provide trained workers to carry out 
God' program. This does not mean 
that God cannot or does not use un
trained people, but it s imply recognizes 
the fact that t raining and skill in
c rea e effectiveness. 

Essentia lly, the Bible college is a 
t raining school. This is its chie f di -
tinctive and distinguishes it from other 
colleges. I t trains young people for 
church-related vocations. Pastors, mis
siona ries, C hristian education workers, 
music directors, technicians are being 
trained by our Bible colleges and being 
used by our Lord in the carrying out 
of t he Great Commission. The justi-
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ficat ion for Bible colleges is in the 
r:eed ; the need is in the commands of 
the New Testament; the commands 
are most effectively obeyed by trained 
personnel; and the training is provided 
by t he Bible college. 

But is the Bible college the best type 
of t raining school ? In order to answer 
t his, it is necessary to examine the dif
ferent kinds of C hristian colleges which 
seek to attract young people today. 

T he only occasion in my life on 
which J wrote a letter to the editor was 
in protest to an article which appeared 
in a C hristian periodical stating that 
every C hristian young person ought to 
attend a C hristian college. Being a 
student in a secula r institution a t that 
time myself and feeling t hat I was in 
the will of G oel, I t hought a protest 
was in order. 

Let it be unders tood, therefore, that 
this writer is convinced that God leads 
some C h ristian young people to secu
la r inst itutions and some to C hristian 
colleges. T oo, l am convinced that 
with very few exceptions every Chris
tian young person ought to make every 
effort to go to college. It is more 
important than ever these days to have 
a college degree, and t he re is every rea
son w hy C hristians ought to be as well 
trained as others a re. A college educa
t ion is more important than buying a 
car or getting marr ied right after high 
school. 1 f postponing such things is a 
sacri fice, then a C hristian young person 
ought to sacr ifice them fo r the sake of 
being trained for his Lord. 

Without any exception every C hris
tian shou ld be well informed about t he 
po sible choices among schools. T he 
firs t place to get information on any 
chool is by sending for and reading 

carefully its catalog. 1ow there are 
many things in any school catalog, and 
some are more important than others. 
P robably one of the least important 
things in any catalog is the pictu res, 
and one of the most important t hings 
i~ the listing of the faculty. 

A nd yet, usually in read ing a cata
log the pictures arc looked at first and 
the faculty last . But t he facu lty is t he 
heart of any school and it is important 
tc• discover where t hey received t heir 
training. T his is particu larly important 
with regard to the members of t he 
faculty of a C hristian college who 
teach t he Bible cou rses. It is inevitable 
t hat a man's own schooling will leave 
a stamp on his teaching which is sel
dom, if ever, erased during his entire 
lifetime. 

Second, the curricu lum hou ld be 
studied. I n other words, the most im
portan t t hings to ponder in any catalog 
are ( I ) who a re the teachers and (2) 
what do they teach. I f you go out for 
a sport, you are concerned about who 
the coach is and what he's going to 
teach you; not what court or field you 
are going to play on. 

In studying the curriculum you wi ll 
notice a difference between a C hristian 
liberal arts college, a Bible college and 
a Bible institute. T he C hristian liberal 
arts college requires some Bible of all 
its studen ts. T he amount varies with 
the school, but at the most it amounts 
to the number of hours which will be 
equivalent to one semester's work dur
ing the four years or about one-eighth 
of the course-often less. 

T he C hristian liberal a rts college 
also offers a Bible majo r along w ith 
n~any other majors. 1 t ha chapel erv
ices for it students, certain standards 
of conduct, etc. H owever, no school is 
C hristian because of these things; these 
are symptoms of a t horoughly com
mitted facu lty, adm inistration and 
board of trustees. The variety of majors 
offered by a liberal ar ts college is the 
distinguishing feature of this kind of 
school in relation to the other kinds 
being discussed in th i Education Issue. 
Irr keeping with t he objective of a 
college of liberal arts, almost all of 
t hese majors are in secu lar fie ld cf 
study. 
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T he Bible institute movement was 
------- begun in response to a need fo r train

ing C hristian workers. The standard 
course is only t hree years in length in
stead of fou r as in a college. l o de
gree is offered, t hough many institutes 
have arangements with colleges for 
t ransferring credi t toward a degree. 
Training in the Christian vocations is 
st ressed along wi th the large amount of 
Bible and doctrine courses w hich every 
student must take. T he amount should 
be at least 30 hours, or approximately 
one-third of the total cou rse, but in 
practice it is often more. 

T he philosophy of the B ible colleg~ 
i~ no di ffe ren t from that of the Bible 
institute, although pract ically there is 
an important difference. Suff icient gen
eral education courses a re added in the 
Bible college curriculum in order to 
qualify for a bachelor 's degree. To be 
an accredited member of the A ccredit
ing Association of Bible Colleges, a 
Bible college must require of every 
student at least 30 hours of Bible and 
doctrine subjects in all programs of 
study. 

• In some B ible colleges this m inimum 
number of hours is a ll t hat is requi red 
in order that the school may offer to 
every student a second major. Other 
B ible colleges requi re more than this 
m inimum thus eliminating the possi
bility of a second major simply because 
of lack of t ime. In addition, a Bible 
college offers 111 any Bible-related 
courses like church history, homiletics, 
evangelism, and a required area of spe
cialization such as missions, music, 
Christian education, pasto ra l prepara
tion, etc. 

I cannot speak for other schools, and 
generaliza tions a re always somewhat 
misleading, so may I illustrate w ith my 
Jwn school ? A t Philadelphia College 
)f Bible we offer both the th ree-year 
.nstitute course and the fou r-year col
lege course. Both programs arc on the 
;ame collegiate level , but in each pro
~ram the amount of Bible and Bible
·elated subjects taken by every student 
s exactly the same. The fou r-year 
:ourse simply adds sufficient liberal arts 
ubjects to satisfy the requi rements of 
,tate D epartment of Education which 
1uthorizes us to grant a B.S. degree in 
3ible. 

E very student, t herefore, takes from 
18 to 42 hours of st rictly Bible and 
loctrine. In add it ion he takes approxi
nately 20 hou rs of Bible-related sub
ects. This brings the total of biblical 
ourses to nearly 60 hours or about one-
1alf of the four-year course and two
birds of the three-year course. I n other 
vords, t he major distinctive is that of 
3ible concentration. 

fact t hat they are Bible-centered. But 
does this mean 'Bible-scented ' or 'Bible
saturated' ? The C hristian liberal arts 
college is a school w hich provides a 
liberal arts education under C hristian 
influences in the classroom and on the 
campus. It is not a training school for 
C hristian workers. I ts subject matter 
has very little Bible or related subject 
required of every student." 

Remember-you will reap what you 
sow. If you sow a math major, you w ill 
reap a knowledge of mathematics ( and 
some should ) . If you sow Bible for one 
year, you w ill reap one year's knowl
edge of the Bible. If you sow more, 
you will reap more knowledge of the 
Bible. And if you are going to be 
trained in the W ord, then the Bible 
college is the best type of training 
school. 

B ut the training curricu lum is not 
the only dist inctive of a B ible college. 
T he Bible college is a professional 
t raining school on the college level. 
J ust as a nurse is not trained by taking 
one or two cou rses in nursing, so a 
C hristian worker is not t rained by tak
ing a few required courses in Bible or 
Bible-related subjects. But even the 
student nurse w ho has taken a con
centration of nursing courses is not 
fu lly prepared. She must also have 
practical experience on the hospital 
floor, in the operating room, etc. 

L ikewise, a C hrist ian worker is not 
prepa red simply because he has taken a 
Bible major in a C hrist ian liberal arts 
college, or even in a B ible college. 
H e must also have practical Christian 
service experience. Since Bible colleges 
a re such t raining schools, t hey are dis
t inguished not only in that they provide 

·a curriculum of concent rated study in 
Bible subjects, but also in that they 
require C hristian service of all students. 
T his is done by assignment and is con
sidered j ust as important a part of the 
training program as the classroom 
work. 

It is a varied prog ram and includes 
mission work, hospita l visitation, street 
meetings, Sunday school teaching, youth 
work, preaching, children's classes, and 
personal soul-winning. T he principles 
the student learns in evangelism class 
are put into practice immediately in his 
personal witnessing. The guidance he 
receives in his Ch ristian education 
courses is tested in his Sunday school 
class and Bibl.e club. And the biblical 
and doctrinal teaching he learns from 
many classes is the basis of all his prac
t ical service. Intern h ip of this type is 
distinctive to Bi_ble colleges. 

We have s·atd that the t raining school 
concept of the Bible college is distin
guished ( 1) by the concentration of 
Bible courses required of every studen t, 

To quote from our own catalog : 
.Al.J_Ch r is t.uo_i,r haal.s:_,,-<n.n6 o j,,_,. __rlu,_ 

( 2) by its collegiate level of t raining 
u·h irb-1.e.ads to a bachelor's dee:ree. and 

( 3) by its required and integral pro
gram of practica l Christian service. 

• For whom is uch a program de
signed ? T he answer is four-fold. ( 1) 
P rimarily the ru riculum and method of 
approach a re aimed at t raining young 
people for a life of C hristian service on 
the foreign mission field or in the 
homeland. (2) aturally many young 
people do not know the w ill of God 
for their lives w hen they are ready to 
ente r college. T hey want to discover 
it and so they seek a place which will 
help them to do o. T hey also feel that 
they want to know the Bible better re
ga rdles of thl! ir future life work. So 
they look for a school where they can be 
exposed to the many possibilit ies of the 
Lord 's leading, where they can study 
the B ible, and where they can also take 
liberal arts colll'ses. T hus they go to a 
Bible college. 

( 3) Occasionally a young person 
comes to Bible college afte r having 
completed a liberal a rts or professional 
course elsewhere. A g raduate nurse, 
for instance, might w ish to do th is. 

( 4 ) T he reverse is omctimes the 
case ; that is, a student may wish to 
have Bible college t raining before going 
on to some kind of professional t raining 
uch as teacher certi fication. In this 

way he or she is better prepared for 
the career because of the spiritual prep
aration. To ~ummarize : If a young 
person goes into full-time C hristian 
service, the course brings him well on 
his way toward that goal. If he is led 
into a secular vocation, or to be a house
wife, the g raduate is well prepared to 
work in his own local chu rch and to 
give an intell igent and w insome test i
mony fo r C hrist. 

T hus the n ible college is a t raining 
school for C hristian workers and those 
who think they might be. And in these 
days when a rnllege deg ree is becoming 
more and more a necessity, we believe 
the Bible coll<·ge program is advantage
ous. I f a young person can earn in one 
addi t ional year his degree a long with 
a strong Bible emphasis of the standard 
Bible instit ute cou rse, it i certain ly 
worth the extra time. 

D oes the B ible college have a future? 
U nquestionably it has. H ow bright a 
futu re depends on how much attention 
the chu rch cont inues to give to her com
mission and ro the resultant need for 
trained workers. Certainly we know 
that only C hristian t ruth has the an
swers to man's needs, and that effective 
handling of the tru th requires training. 

There is an alertness, too, to the 
higher standards in every field in
cluding the biblical field. A ll of these 
things combine to make the fu ture for 
the Bible college not only secure, but 
absolutely necessa ry. ~ 


