
• WAYS TO PREACH DOCTRINE--! 

From the viewpoint of systematic theology. 

Objection: Too dry. Granted the Bible does not organize doctrines in the ,vay systematic theology 
does, so that becomes the preacher's job. One way to overcome '"dryness " is to package the 
material in the most attractive gift wrap possible. Note below on the Holy Spirit that one does not 
use the systematic theology labels (e.g. Personality, deity, etc.) but hopefully more engaging ones. 

Objection: Not relevant. Think relevance (and the introduction to sermons) can be demonstrated 
for the areas of theology either by citing errors people know about or interests people have. E.g. , 
errors in authority and interpretation of Bible. Or in concepts of God. Or in the person and work of 
Christ. Or in understanding the HS. Or in Satan and demons. Or in the "goodness" of people. Or 
in what the church is and what it should do. Or in what will happen in the future. especially as 
2000 approaches. The religion section in the newspaper will often furnish a good introduction and 
relevance to a doctrinal message. 

Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

First example which is pure systematic theology 

I. The Holy Spirit--lt or He? 
A. He is Person (personality) 
B. He is God (deity) 

II. The Holy Spirit--v\i1lere is He? 
A. He is in the world (omnipresence) 
B. He is in the believer (indwelling) 

III. The Holy Spirit--'\Vb.at is He doing Today? 
A. Malting our gospel preaching clear (conviction, John 16) 
B. Effecting the new birth (regeneration, John 3) 
C. Joining us to the body of Christ (baptizing, 1 Cor 12: 13) 
D . Securing our salvation (sealing, Eph. 4) 
E. Desiring to control our lives (filling, Eph. 5) 
F. Giving us spiritual gifts (gifting) 
G. Helping our praying 
H. Teaching us 
I. Exhorting local churches (Rev. 2-3) 

N . Can Anyone Commit the Unpardonable Sin against the Spirit? 

Second example which uses Ephesians as the basis for the series on the Spirit. Title: What the 
Spirit Does and vVhat He expects from Churches (note Eph. was a circular letter). 

I. v\i1lat He Does 
A. Seals, 1:13 and4:10 
B. He pledges, 1:14 
C. He opens our access to the Father, 2: 18 
D. He unites us to God, 2:22 
E. He gives understanding of the mystery, 3:5 
F. He strengthens us, 3:16 

• II. vVhat He Expects 
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• A. He expects us to keep His unity, 4:3 
B. He expects us to use His spiritual gifts, 4:11 ; 1 Cor 12:7 ff. 
C. He expects us not to grieve Him by our speech, 4:29-31 
D. He expects us to be filled with the Spirit, 5: 18 
E. He expects us to use the sword of and prayer in the Spirit, 6:17-18 

In this example you start studying with a concordance! 

Doctrine of Satan 

One might consider doing this doctrine from the various names of Satan. 

1. Satan the Serpent, Gen 3 
2. Satan the Tempter, Acts 5; 1 Thes. 3; 1 Cor 7:5 
3. Satan the Ruler of this 'World, Jn 12:31; 1 John 2:15-17 (discuss worldliness, if you dare!) 
4. Satan the Roaring lion, 1 Peter 5:8-9 
5. Satan the Adversary or Opposer, Matt. 4:10; Rev. 12:10 
6. Satan the church worker 

a. In the church at Smvma, Rev. 2:9 
b. In the church at Pei'gamum, Rev. 2: 13 
c. In the church at Thyatira, Rev. 2:24 
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HOW TO PREACH DOCTRINE--2 

From the viewpoint of biblical theology 

vVhat is biblical theology and how does it differ from systematic and ho,,, can it be used to preach 
doctrine engagingly? 

1. What is it? Not simply doctrine based solely on the Bible. Not simply doctrine presented 
practically or popularly in contrast to academically. Technically it is the orderly presentation of the 
historically conditioned progress of revelation contained in the Bible. 

2. How does it differ from systematic theology? Systematic primarily concerns the product. 
Biblical theology investigates the people, times, and process that went into the writing of Scripture. 
It also places a spotlight-on the fact that God's revelation was given progressively and not all at 
once. The Bible gives us the records of revelation in progress. 

3. How to use this approach in preaching doctrine. (1) Put flesh and bones on the writer (not 
the writing !). James and Jude grew up in our Lord' s family. Paul's formal rabbinic training. Then 
think how their background might affect their writings. (2) Try to bring to the sruf ace ,vhat seem to 
be the main themes in their thinking as reflected in their writings. Of course, not all areas of 
systematic theology will necessarily be represented. E.g., when you think about more modern 
theologians, how would you label their principal emphases? Buswell--somewhat philosophical and 
apologetic. A.A. Hodge--cathechistic. (3) Sometimes you may find a link between (1) and (2). If 
so, exploit it. Too, some doctrinal messages may combine elements of systematic and biblical 
theology, and that's perfectly appropriate (e.g. , The HS in Ephesians). 

An Apostle's Opinion of the Bible 
or 

\-Vhat Christ's Brother Thought About the Bible 

[How I came to develop this message was through discovering a statistic; i.e. , in the 108 verses in 
the book James refers or alludes to 22 O.T. books and 18 sayings of Christ. This said to me that 
the Bible had a prominent place in his thinking. Then I remembered the home into which he was 
born and especially Mary's knowledge of the O.T. The I read James a number of times to see not 
simply his use of the Bible but what he made of its importance.] 

Introduction and Background. Picture James' home. In Luke 1:46-55 there are 15 quotes from the 
O.T. Even though he was an unbeliever ,vhen Christ ,,,.as ministering (John 7:5) he still was 
exposed to a lot of His teaching. 

I. The Scripture Is Authoritative. Explain James 4:5-6 and use definition of Scripture. 

II. The Scripture Conveys the Gospel ,vhich saves us because It Is Truth, 1:18 

III. As the Perfect Law of Liberty It Tell Us How to Live, 1 :25; 2:8. 

IV. It Requires Doing, 1:22-25. [Verse 22 is a good example of the good and not so good ways 
versions translate this verse] . 

Conclusion. [Remember you are not expounding the many subjects in the book, only James ' 
attitude toward Scripture]. Should we trust an apostle 's opinion or some self-appointed critic and 
"scholar" sitting in his modem ivory tO\ver? [This approach I have found very helpful in talking to 
college students.] 

4 



5 

WHAT JESUS BELIEVED .. . 

[I have found this series to have a built-in attraction simply because it has to do with what Jesus 
believed.(Some people still seem to think that red letters are more inspired than black letters!) I 
ha, e used in in home Bible classes and in churches. It can be shortened or expanded to suit the 
occasion. In one sense this is the Biblical Theology approach because it smfaces from our Lord' s 
teachings various facets of the several subjects. It is not simply a concordance study, though one 
would consult a concordance to be sure something has not been overlooked.] 

[I am going to list some of the subjects I have used from time to time and then reproduce a sample 
of how I developed them. You are welcome to use the samples as you wish, but if you do use them 
and then invite me to your church, be sure to ,varn me; otherwise your people will be certain that I 
got the messages from you!] 

vVhat Jesus Believed .. -. OR vVhat Jesus Taught About ... (Some subject would lend 
themselves better to one or the other of these two topic). 

1. About Himself 
2. About His Bible 
3. About Sin 
4. About Forgiveness 
5. About Prayer · 
6. About Money 
7. About the Future 

And other subjects as they come to your mind. 



WllAT JESUS fiW6l·rr t\Bour MUNl:::Y 

I. Either poverty or riches can be a blessim.3, Luke 6:20: 8:3 

II. But riches may keep one from enterinJ the kingdom of God 

A. The principle, Matthew 13:22; 19:23-26 
B. Several illustrations 

1. The wealthy, young ruler, Matt.19:lG-22 
2. The rich fool, Luke 12:16-21 
3. The rich man, Luke 16:19-31 

III. Money can breed greed, Luke 12:12-15 

IV. PeOple should work, work hard, and shrewdly, Luke 19:11-27; 16:1-8 

V. Money should be used to prepare for a rewarded future, Luke 16:9 

VI. Money can keer one frorn full commitment to the Lord 

A. The Principle, Matt. G:19-2~ 
B. The Warning, Luke 14:25-33 

VII. All should give 

A. Give even if poor, Mark 12:43 
B. Give generously, Luke G:3B 
C. Give privately, Matt. G:2-4 

Luke 12:15: "A man's life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possession." 

.. 
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;'11-iAT JSSUS BELIEVED ABOUT HIS BIBLE 

I. What Was Jesus' Bible? 

It was the Q.7. as we have it today. In Luke 11:51 He focuses on a 
martyr from the first book of the Bible (Abel, Gen. 4:8) and from the last 
(Zechariah, 2 Chron. 24:20 which was last in tr1e Hebrew Bible). Our Lord 
did not have the N.T. ti1ough he preauthenticated it (John 14:26). 

II. 1.11hat Were Jesus' Attitudes Toward l:lis Bible? 

A. I-Ie believed it was accurate to its very details. Matthew 4:4; 
5:18; 22:32. 

B. He believed it was historically reliable. 
1. The account of Adam and Eve, ;vlatt. 19: 3-5. 
2. The flood, Luke 17:2G-27. 
3. The destruction of Sodom, Luke 17:28-29. 
4. The account of Jonal1 and tl1e ::ireat fish, Matt. 12:40 
5. The historicity of Isaia11 (Matt. 12:17), Elijah (Mattt. 17:11-

12), .i\bel (Matt. 23:35), Abiathar (.:v!arl< 2:26), David (Matt. 22:45), Moses 
and his writin9s (Matt. 3:4; John 5:46), Abraham, Isaac; and Jacob (Matt. 
3:11; John 3:39). 

C. He believed that He fulfilled certain O. T. passages. Luke 4:21; 
24:25-27 

D. He believed that the propositions of the Bible were true and 
practical. Matt. 4:1-11. 

III. What Conclusions Do We Draw for Ourselves? 

A. We cannot call ourselves a full follower of Christ without havin'j 
the same attitudes toward the Bible as He did. This means trustins its 
historical accuracy and all its details. 

B. Though we will never know the Bible as well as He did, we must 
seek to know it as well as possible. 

c. 
22:31), 
17:17). 

;_,re must use it for doctrine (Matt. 22:41-46), rebuke 
correction (Matt. 15:7-9), instruction in righteousness 

A concluding and summary verse: Psa. 119:11 • 

(Matt. 
(John 
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HOW TO PREACH DOCTRINE--3 

From the Exposition of Central Passages 

A most ob,1ious ,vay to preach doctrine is to expound central passages that teach a particular 
doctrine. A single passage may not develop fully all facets of a doctrine. but a central passage will 
usually give a most imp01tant or basic aspect of that doctrine. One might deliberately choose to 
make a series of such passages or one might expound a doctrinal passage in the normal course of 
preaching through a book of the Bible. 

Always remember to have attractive gift ·wrap (a.k.a. the title) and a compelling but not strained 
introduction (an heretical quote from the religion section of the newspaper or a quote from a false 
religious teaching or church which listeners might have run across or need to be warned about). 

Here are some ideas. 

What Difference Does It Make Whether I Believe the Bible Is Inspired or Not? (2 Tim. 3: 16-17 
and 2 Pet. 1:20-21. 

To Give or Not to Give, Here is the Answer. 2 Cor. 8-9 will probably require more than one 
message. 

What Happened to Our Lord When He Became Man. The Doctrine of the Kenosis from Phil. 2:5-
11. . 

How Good Does a Person Have to Be to Get to Heaven? The doctrine of Justification from Rom. 
3:21-26. 

A SHORT SEMINAR O SIN 

Teacher: Son of Carmi (a.k.a. Achan) 
Textbook: Joshua 7 

Intro. The background in Joshua. 

I. Do Not Flirt with Temptation. 7:21. 

II. You Cannot Sin Only Against Yourself. All Sin is against self. others and God. 7:1 ,11 ,12,12 .. 

III. Do Not Ignore Sin. 7: 13. Consecrate to get God's viewpoint on this sin. 

N. You Cannot Hide Sin, 7:13. 

V You Cannot Escape the Consequences of Sin, 7:26. 

VI. You Can Learn from a Bad Experience and Go On for the Lord Even If Restricted . 
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HOW TO PREACH DOCTRINE--4 

From a Concordance vVord Study 

Studying words in a concordance is another way to preach doctrine. In some cases the teaching 
will not be so basic as doctrines like justification, etc. , but a simple concordance study will often 
prove to be very helpful because the results will touch some area of life we might not have thought 
much about. Remember that different translations -will require the use of the concordance based on 
that translation. Also if a translation uses different English words to translate the same Greek 
word, you will have to be sure you have all the uses of the word by looking at the numbering 
system the concordance employs. If you know Greek and/or Hebrew then you can use those 
concordances and be confident that you have every use of the word you are studying. 

Here are some subjects worth considering. Always define the word clearly and up front. Also do 
not feel you must refer to every reference listed.You -will combine some, eliminate some, and focus 
on some. 

1. K£vocr. vain, empty, without profit. Title: How to Experience a Prosperous New Year. A good 
New Year's Sermon to emphasize what God would consider profitable for me to do and 
unprofitable not to do in the coming year. 

2. Gold and silver in the concordance. Title: How Much Gold Should I Stockpile in View of 
Y2K? Could add silver also to the discussion. 

3. avl']p. This word refers only to males in contrast to av0proroo which is generic for males and 
females. In my concordance there are 3 columns under this \vord. Obviously you pick out those 
exhortations that apply to males. Great for a men's retreat! 

4. 't£11.uocr.Title: How to Be Perfect in the Bible Sense. Of course the word "perfect" means 
"mature." Use both the adjective and the verb and select references that have to do with the 
believer's maturing. 

5. N.T. teaching on fear (3 words are involved). 

6. What is Fruit? A concordance study will produce these answers. 

I. A Developing Christian Character, Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Peter 1:5-8 
II. A life of good Works, Col. 1:10; Phil. 1:22 

III. Helping Others to Come to Christ, Rom. 1: 13 
IV. Praising God with Our Lips, Heb. 13: 15 
V Giving money, Rom. 15:28; Phil. 4:17 

7. £yKaKrn. Intro--the meaning of the word and concept which is "Don't lose heart. " 

I. Don't lose heart in problems, 2 Cor. 4:16; Eph. 3:13 
II. Don't lose heart in praying, Luke 17: 1-8 

III. Don't lose heart in performing good deeds, Gal. 6:9; 2 Thess. 3: 13 
IV: Don't lose heart in proclaiming the gospel, 2 Cor. 4 : 1 . 
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HO\V TO PREACH DOCTRINE--5 

By Using Illustrations 

I. Some Examples in the Bible 

A. In Jeremiah. 

I.No wife, 16:2. To show the extent and intensity of coming judgment. 
2.The potter, 18:3. To show God 's sovereign rights over His people. 
3.The broken jar, 19:10. To show how God would smash the nation. 
4. Yokes, 27:2. Conspiracy would only result in slavery. 
5. Purchasing a field, 32:9. To assure that Israel would be restored to the land one day. 

B. In the teachings of our Lord. 

1. Salt and light, Matt. 5: 13-16. vVitness. 
2. Birds and flowers , Matt. 6:26-28. Trust. 
3. Speck and plank, Matt. 7:3. Judging. 
4. Parables of Matthew 13. 
5. A little child, Matt. 18:1-14. Faith. 
6. Forgiveness, Matt. 18:21 ff. 
7. Camel and eye of needle, Matt. 19:24. Entrance into the kingdom. 
8. Cursing the fig tree, Matt. 21:18-22. Rejection of Israel. 
9. The ten virgins, Matt. 25:1-13. Be prepared for His return. 

C. In Other N.T. ·writings. 

1. The Potter, Rom. 9:21-23.Predestination. 
2. The olive tree, Rom. 11:17-24. Israel's r~jection and restoration. 
3. The Lord's Supper, 1 Cor. 11: 17 ff. Death of Christ. 
4. Husband and wife, Eph. 5:22-33. Relation between Cluist and the church. 
5. Soldier, 2 Tim. 2: 1-19. Discipline in the Christian life. 
6. Vessels in a house, 2 Tim. 2:20-21. Sanctification. 

II. Some Examples to Use in Teaching Doctrine to Children (and adults!) 

A. Some Guidelines. Use things they encounter in every day activities and understand. 
B. Some examples. 

1. The trinity. Sun, light of sun, power of sun. All =, yet distinct. 
2. Hair, :rv.Iatt. 10:30. God's kno\v·ledge and care. 
3. Arms underneath, Deut. 33:27. Total care. 
4. 1 Thess. 3:10, mending holes in our faith by parents, teachers, etc. 
5. 1 John 2:1-2. Act out the heavenly courtroom scene. 
6. A cut flower to illustrate death which means separation. Discuss different "deaths." 
7. Transplanting a human part into another human as illustrating being "in Christ. " 
8. Hammer nails into a board, then pull them out, but holes remain. Can't change history. 
9. A (plane) ticket. Christ is our ticket to heaven. 
10. A glass of water held out to illustrate the force of the Noahic flood. 
11. Flipping coins to show the impossibility of Bible prophecies being fulfilled by chance . 
12. Tearing up a piece of paper to show that we need the support of other Christians. 
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A.POCALYPTIC LlIBRt\TURE 

I. Some Basic and Enduring Hermerieutical Principles 

1. A Philosophical Basis. God gave mankind speech so that He could communicate to us (in the 
Bible and \Ve to Him (in prayer). Just as prayer is prayed plainly using normal ways to 
communicate, so is His revelation to us. 

2. An Interpretive Basis. Historical-grammatical interpretation. This means ,vords have the same 
meaning they would have in normal usage. This includes figures of speech, symbols, illustrations, 
etc. 

3. A Biblical Guideline. All the prophecies concerning the first advent of Christ ,vere plainly and 
literally fulfilled. So we expect the same to be true of yet unfulfilled prophecies. 

II. Some Recent Developments in Hermeneutics. 

1. Studies in linguistics have helped understand meanings of words and thus interpretation of the 
text. 

2. More attention is being given to role of preunderstanding in one 's approach to interpretation. We 
bring (1) our hermeneutics, (2) our theological presuppositions, and our (3) personal and cultural 
predispositions. Engaging these three matters is called the hermeneutical spiral--we spiral from 
predispositions and our hermeneutics to exegesis and develop our theology and then cycle back 
through again. 

3. More emphasis on literary approach to Script or focusing on different genres found in 
Scripture. Genre= "category of artistic, musical , or literary composition characterized by a 
particular style, form or content. " Study of genres has negatives and positives ramifications. 
Positive in that this may help in historical-grammatical exegesis because focuses on background 
and method of interpretation (e.g. , visions, prophecies). Negative if "each genre represents truth in 
its own way and makes unique demands for how it should be read". :t-.1eaning becomes dependent 
on the genre. Risky because we would get new set of hermeneutics with each genre. My object 
lessons still have plain meaning though they are a different genre from my books on theology. 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel used object lessons. My brief commentaries are also plain even the one on 
Revelation. Was F. F. Bruce on target when he wrote "Some genres found in the Bible have 
peculiar features not readily paralleled elsewhere and call for special rules of interpretation, e.g. , 
prophecy and apocalyptic. " [Evangelical.Dictionary of Theology, p. 565.] Apocalyptic and 
prophetic genres mostly focused on as requiring special hermeneutics. Narrative isn't so difficult 
except when try to find principles that are not in the text. 

III. Definitions of Apocalyptic Literature. 

A. A general but fuzzy definition. Anything visionary, symbolic, futuristic. Then symbols are 
interpreted by interpreter. 

B. Non-biblical or non-canonical apocalyptic literature. OT apocrypha between 200 and 100 B.C. 
which purported to bring revelation from God explaining the reason for evil and promising the 
coming of kingdom. Arose because of persecution and fact that God wasn't speaking any more 
though living prophets. Characteristics: (1) revelatory through alleged dreams, visions, and 
heavenly journeys. (2) imitative, nor real visions. (3) Pseudonymous. Rev placed in mouths of an 
OT saint. (4) Employs symbolism. (5) Pseudo-predictive. (6) Not so much emphasis on judgment 
as prophetic literature though apocalyptic is particular kind of eschatology though distinction not 
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always sharp . 

C. Biblical apocalyptic literature. (1) Not pseudonymous. Ezekiel, John. (2) Uses symbols. 
Valley of dry bones. "Like, as" in Rev.especially chapter 9. (3) Accurately prophetic. (4) 
Sometimes has a divine interpretation (Rev. 1:20). In Rev. what must happen (meta tauta) covers 
rest of Rev. 1:19 cf. 4:1. Ezekiel 37:11-14. Dan 2,7. But always need to have plain interpretation 
as basis and goal. 

D. Some practical considerations 

A. Symbols convey plain (often more plain) meanings. Isa. 24:7 '·new wine mourns." Dan4--tree. 
Ezekiel 40-48. Not Church, better to equate it with Rev 21-22 than the church, but many details 
different so this is not even valid. Don't spiritualize. Rev. 1:11--what you see, not what principles 
you get from the vision. Some particulars interpreted like 1:20. Dragon in 12:9. 

B. Be careful that principles that may be legitimate and even biblical do not obscure or, worse , 
replace the plain meaning. Ezekiel 's temple shows God is always with His people, 48:35, Yahweh 
shamma. True but isn't Ezekiel predicting and detailing a future temple? Revelation shows triumph 
of good over evil, but in what specific ways? 

C. Presume that all genres should be understood on the basis of an historical-grammatical 
hermeneutic. 

D. Always keep asking self, v\7hat is text saying? Don't run to find a preaching point then a text. 

E. Don't avoid apocalyptic because it seems difficult or irrelevant. All Scripture is profitable. And 
especially a knowledge of the future is used in the Bible to affect our present living . 
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SOME PERILS IN PRINOPLIZING 

I. The Meaning 

Extracting a principle from a passage and applying it to the contemporary audience or 
situation. In practice the reverse often happens. We look for a principle and then try to find a 
passage to support it. Motivation is we think we kno\v \Vhat people need. 

II. Dangers 

1. 1'1fakes the facts try to teach something not in text. e.g. Gen 14:22. Since God is the sovereign 
creator we have a mandate to evangelize the world and tell them that. Evangelism is important and 
biblical but not from this text. 

2. Approaches study and-exegesis of text hoping to find analogies benveen the original audience 
and contemporary one. "Looking for something that ,vill preach! " e.g. HO\v iviuch Does God 
Love the World? Started with Jonah 3-4 but never said this was an exception in OT times. Most 
came through proselytism to Judaism. Then moved to John 3:16. God loves world so much that 
He (a) sent the Son, (b) sacrificed tJ_ie Son, (c) separated from the Son. Principles from this were 
we should be sent and be sacrificial though we will never be separated from God. Text says what 
God did. From text our responsibility is to believe. 

3. Often spiritualizes the text. Acacia or shittim ,vood is like brokenness God ,vants of Christian. It 
was t,visted and fit for burning. God does that to us so ,ve can be broken. Then He will cover us 
with gold as in tabernacle. Can' t find in the dictionary that tree was twisted, but it did make good 
charcoal. Thick trunk and a spreading crown 10-18 ft. tall. Not all uses of acacia in tabernacle were 
covered with gold. Ark, staves, table of bread, pillars were, but boards not, and altar covered with 
bronze. Or another example: Solomon made shields of gold. Shishak took. Rehoboam made 
shields of bronze, 2 Chron. 12:9-10.Therefore, we should not settle for less than the best. Or 
:Matt. 9: 17 ne,v wine in ne,v wineskins validates changing order of service.In reality it is 
distinguishing Judaism and Christianity. · 

4. Principles can hold out false promises when used without the restraint of the text. Gen. 19--if 
God can find 10 righteous in city or neighborhoods today He will spare. No such promise and 
1 OOs examples to the contrary. Tornadoes, floods, fires in areas where there were many more than 
10 righteous.Or 2 Chron 7:14.Try this on Nepal. China has been spared without meeting 
conditions. OK to use Prov 14:34 but remember no promise is attached. Save America? 

5. Limits Holy Spirit to using only principles preacher thinks of. Let text speak for self and HS 
may use in ways you can' t think of; e.g. Matt 20, grace to serve. Retort: principlization makes 
Bible more relevant. But hollow or misleading if not in text. Or e.g. Eph. 5 in Philadelphia. HS is 
smarter and knows audience better than I do. 

III. Guidelines 

I.One popular suggestion today is to follow this procedure. First exegesis , then a timeless 
theological principle or truth, then the application. But ask: what is the basis of the timeless truth? 
and how do you know this is the proper timeless truth for this message? 

2. Always ask if there is an exegetical basis for principle you are dra\'\-ing. If not, don' t make up 
one. Physical blindness in Jn. 9 not spiritual blindness until come to vv. 39-41. Then Christ scolds 
Pharisees for the sins done in knowledge of spiritual truths.Or, e.g. Good Samaritan, Lk 10. (a) 
Hurting world, (b) Hesitant church, (c) Healing stranger. Not so. Story ans,vers question, Who is 
my neighbor?, v.29. Sennon on Ruth, How to deal with in-laws,but what about 1'-fatt. 10:35? 

I 
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Gives hearer the idea that these principles have authority of God behind them . 

3. Guard any legitimate principle by text, context, and whole Bible. E.g. Gen 50:20 brothers 
meant for evil, God for good to preserve many people alive. But what about others in Heb 11:35-
37? Better to say that God is over all the circumstances of life whether they tum out for good or 
evil. 

4. Be guided by commands of grace. If illustrations or commands or principles in other ages then 
use if have correspondence under grace If not, be very careful. Food, Deut. 14:8, 1 Tim 4:3.Matt. 
5:43; 10:5; 28: 18-20. 

Concl. This is God's inerrant Word, let Him speak. I interpret (almost like being a translator).ln 
discharging my responsibility to apply it, give HS freedom to make His applications . 


