
1 THESSALONIANS--#1 

1. Where is Thessalonica? 

2. When did Paul first bring the Gospel to that city? 

Which missionary trip? See Acts l{:36. 
Where was the first stop in Europe? See Acts 16:11-12. 
What happened there? 
What was the second stop in Europe? See Acts 17:1. 

3. How long was Paul in Thessalonica? Acts 17:2. 

4. Under what circumstances did he leave that city? Acts 17:9. 

S. Where did he qo after leaving Thessalonica? Acts 18:1. 

6. Why are Silas and Tiroothy mentioned in verse l? See Acts 15:40 and 16:1 

Some miscellaneous facts. 

1. 1 Thess. was the second letter he wrote that we have in the N. T. What 
was his first? 

2. Thessalonica was a city of around 200,000. It was a center of commerce. 

3. The church at Philippi sent Paul two rooney gifts while he was in 
Thessalonica. See Phil. 4:16. 

4. The book was written about A.D. 51 from Corinth. 

5. In 1:1 Paul does not identify himself other than by his name. 

Some additional questions. 

1. In what did the Thessalonians become imitators of Paul (v. 6)? 

2. Without telephones, radio, tapes, etc., how could verse 8 be true? 

3. What special significance would the phrase "living and true God" have 
for Gentiles (v. 9)? 

4. What is the wrath to come (v. 10)? 
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1 THESSALONIANS--i2 

Review. 

Work of faith=conversion (elaborated in w. 5-7) 

Labor (different word from "work" meaning hard labor) of love (v.8) 

Steadfastness of hope (v. 10) 

Thess. believers were an example of joy in affliction (John 16:33) 

Chapter 2:1-12 describes how Paul conducted himself among the 

Thessalonians during his ministry there (the section elaborates the last 

phrase in 1:5). 

Some notes on this section. 

v. 2. See Acts 16:13, 19, 23, 37. 

v. 3. Error (no falsehoods), impurity (no licentious rites), guile 

(no bait). 

v.4. The approval Paul won extends back over all his ministry (Gal. 

1:17; Acts 9:30; Acts 11:25; Acts 14:19). 

v. 5-6. No cajolery, no covetousness (v.9), no self-glory. 

v. 9. Compare Paul's teaching in 1 Cor. 9:6 and his practice in Phil. 

4:16. 

Two questions for the section 2:13-20 

1. From Acts 13-14 give some proofs for what Paul says in 2:16 (about 

the Gentiles hindering his witness). 

2. How did Satan hinder Paul from returning to Thessalonica (2:18)? 



1 THESSALONIANS--#3 

Here is an outline for this section. 

P~ul 's Concern for the Thessalonians, 2:13-3:13 

A. His concern in relation to their sufferings, 2:13-3:4 
B. His concern in relation to Satan, 3:5 
c. His concern in relation to their shortcomings, 3:6-13 

Some interpretive notes and observations. 

2:13. Two times in this verse the gospel is called a message from God. 

2:14. On the persecution in Greece see Acts 17:5, 9. 13. 
On the persecution in Judea see Acts 6:11-14; 7:57-60. 

2:15. On the murder of the Lord see Acts 4:27. 

2:16. On the opposition to Paul, see his experience at Antioch (Acts 
13:45, 50), Iconium (Acts 14:1-5; Lystra (Acts 14:19), Berea (Acts 
17:13, Thessalonica, Corinth (Acts 18:12). 
On "fill up the measure of their sins" (=show how evil they were), 
Gen. 15:16; Matt. 23:32. 

2:18. How did Satan thwart Paul (Acts 17:9)? Note the interplay of the 
activities of God, Satan, and human beings. 

3:1. Silas was evidently still in Berea (Acts 17:14) though Timothy had 
rejoined Paul in Athens. 

3:3. "Distur~d" or "unsettled" has the idea of being flattered away 
(from their new-found faith). 
"Destined". Suffering and opposition are in God's purpose and are 
certainly not a sign of His displeasure. 

3:5. Tempter is Satan's characteristic role, Gen 3:1; Matt. 4:1, 3; 6:13; 
1 Cor. 7:5. 

3:10. Note "night and day," praying=supplicating, !IDSt earnestly (only 
elsewhere in Eph. 3:20 and 1 Thess. 5:13. His prayer was not 
answered until 5 or 6 years later (Acts 40:1-3). 
On "supply" or "complete" see Matt. 4:21; Gal. 6:1; Eph. 4:12. 

3:11-13. There is one request in each of these 3 verses. On "blameless" 
(v. 13) see 2:10; Luke 1:3; Phil. 2:15; 3:6. 



1 THESSALONIANS--#4 

As is often true in Paul's letters, the latter portion is more practical 
and hortatory. 4: 1 begins such a section that continues to the end of the 
letter. 

In 4:1-12 Paul exhorts the believers to abound 
1. in holiness, 1-8 
2. in love for each other, 9-10 
3. in decent living, 11-12 

Some notes on these verses. 
v. 3. Sanctification, saint, holy are from the same root. To san~t ify 
means to set apart. Generally, 3 aspects of sanctification are recognized. 
(1) the position every believer has as separated to God, 1 Cor. 6:11. 
(2) the practice every believer sl1ould be experiencing througl1out his 
Christian life, 1 Thess. 4:3. 
(3) the state we shall experience when we arrive in heaven, 1 Thess. 3:13. 
The word for fornication or immorality included all kinds of illicit and 
unnatural kinds of sexual activity. 

v. 4. For one meaning of "vessel" see 1 Pet. 3:7. For another see 2 Cor. 
4:7. 

v. 6. "brother" here likely means all other men, not simply believers. 

v.7. Note the correct translation of this verse. 

v. 11. The word "aspire" is used in Rom. 15:20; 2 Cor. 5:9, and here. The 
background of its use here is 2 Thess. 3:11-12. 
"quiet" is the opposite of "restless" and it also means to be silent. 

v. 12. The word "properly" means decently as in 1 Cor. 14:40. 

4:13-18 is a major passage on the translation (or rapture) and 
resurrection of believers when the Lord returns. The other major passage 
is 1 Cor. 15:51-58. When this happens there will be: 

1. a return of Christ in the air, v. 16 
2. a resurrection of the "dead in Christ", v. 16 
3. a rapture or catching up of living belivers, v. 17 
4. a reunion with those who have died, v. 17 

This hope is based on the resurrection of Christ (v. 14) and the promise 
of the word of the Lord (v. 15). 

Soul sleep teaches that the soul , sleeps between death and the 
resurrection.It is based on the use of the word "sleep" in this passage 
which stands for death. But see Matt. 17:3; Luke 16:19-31; 2 Cor. 5:8; 
Phil 1:12, Rev. 6:9-11. 
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1 THESSALONIANS-#5 

Two impcrtant questions concerning 5:1-11. 

1. What ·s t-h~ d;oy of the Lord? Generally, it is a time of God's 
intervention in the affairs of human history. This includes (1) past 
interventions in the affairs of Israel (Zeph. 1:14-18) and heathen nations 
(Isa 13:6; Jer. 46:10); past interventions which foreshadow future 
interventions (Joel 2: 1-11); (3) future interventions which include the 
time of the great tribulation (Isa. 2:12-19; 4:1; Rev. 6:17)) , the second 
coming of Christ and the millennial kingdom (Isa. 4:2, 12; 19:23-25). In 1 
T'1° c . 5: 2 Paul focuses on the beginning of the future day of the Lord; 
i.e., the beginning of the tribulation period. 

2. What is the connection between 4:13-18 and 5:1-11? Paul is writing of 2 
different subjects in these two paragraphs. We know this because of the 
opening phrase "now" and because Paul says they knew of the "times" 
(duration) and "seasons" (characteristics) of the day of the Lord from the 
O.T. 

Some characteristics of the beginning of he day of the Lord. 
1. Beqins unexpectedly, vv. 2-3. 
2. Brings ruin. Compare Rev. 6. 

Some exhortations. 

1. Be alert, v. 6. See Mark 13:34 and Col. 4:2 where alertness is 
associated with prayer. "Sleep" is different word from that in 4:13. 
~• Be sober, v. 6,8. Eph. 6:11-17. 
3. Encourage and edify each other, v. 11. 

5:12-18 contains miscellaneous instructions to the church. 

1. Duties of church leaders, 12. Labor, preside, adrronish. 

2. Duties of church members, 12-13. Appreciate, esteem very highly (3:10), 
be at peace. 

3. Further duties for the group, 14-15. Adronish, encourage, suppcrt, be 
patient, don't render evil for evil (Rom. 12:17; 1 Pet. 3:9), do good. 

4. Be happy, 16. Phil. 3:1 (in the Lord); Acts 13:48 (in the gospel, in 
others' growth (3 John 4). This is shortest verse in the Bible. 

5. Be prayerful, 18. 

6. Be thankful, 18. Phil. 4:6. 

7. Be discerning, 19-21. 

8. Be holy, 22-24. Rom. 16:19. 

The holy kiss, v. 26, was a greeting given on the Lord ' s day by men 
kissing men on the cheek and women kissing women. 


