
PRETERISM 
I. Definition. 

The· word is from the Latin meaning "past" and holds that prophecies in Revelation 
w~-e fulfilled by the-time -of.the -destmcti0n of Jerusalem -in A.D. 70. 
[Other views of Revelation are: 
Historicist-Revelation :is a ·panorama of the ·history ofthe church during this ·age. 
Idealist-Revelation portrays conflict between good ·and evil and principles ·:forioday. 
Futurist-Most ofRevelation is yet to be fulfilled in the future and literally.] 

II. Various Kinds of Preterism. 
1. lv.fild. Revelation was fulfilled in first 3 centuries. 
2. Extreme. All future -prophecies fulfilled -in A.D. 70 including 2nd -coming and 

resurrectien-s. 
3. Moderate. Revelation 4-19 fulfilled :in AD. 70. However, ·some prophecies like 

the second coming and resurrections are yet·future. 

III. Preterist "Proofs" . 
1. They cite the many internal struggles within Judaism leading_ up to Titus' 

des1ruction of Jerusalem in 70. Roman soldiers are ''an abomination leading to 
desolation." These events- were localized in Judea, not world wide. 

2. Since the temple is mentioned in various prophecies, and·since it was destroyed in 
70 and since there will be no temple in the future, then these prophecies ( e.g., -
1'.1att. 24) have to have been fulfilled by 70. 

3. Matthew 16:28 speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem within the lifetimes of the 
disciples. Similarly Matthew 10:23 was fulfilled in the lifetimes of the disciples. 

4. Matthew 24:34 means the generation living at that time would see the fulfilhnent 
of the events of the discourse. That would have to mean within the 40 years after 
Christ spoke these words. "I am convinced that the substance of the Olivet 
Discourse was fulfilled in A.D. 70" (Sproul, Last Days According to Jesus, p. 158. 

5. Revelation was vvritten A.D. 64-66, not in the 90~ so that the prophecies could 
have been fu1:filled in 70. 

IV. Some Proponents of Preterism. 
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