
PHILIPPIANS 
I 

I. Destination. Greek colony first in days of Philip of Hac~don (mKXII father pf Alex Gt) 
Surrounding mts rich in gold. Named city·artcr self arte~ captured in 35e BC. Seaport 

is Neapolis. Gold gave out but city :impt bee commanded militarily the road from E tow. 
l-ade Roman colony in 31 DC. First city P visited in tllrope, IActs 16:9. Nay have beon 
home of .uuke I s family. I 

II. Date of ,~riting. 6.3 A.D. In Phile ho hopes for release; here his fate is in 
balance. i1herefore later. Some say earlier but if so strange that .Eph, Col, Phile 

don't ipontion the trial. Al.so Philippians had to have time to hear of P's lllprisomnent. 
Lpaphras had to brinG present from them. 

III. Place of writing. Home bee of mention of praetorian gu~d, 1:13; Caesar's household, 
.4:22; reference to P'::; defense best fits Home; writes 

1

as one whose fate in balance--
not s9 in Caesarean imprisonment. / 

IV. Occasion. (1) Express thanks for gift which Epaphras t>rot. {2) Informs them of 
present circumstances. (3) Administer gentle rebuke to women (4:2 ). (4) ~iarn 
against false teachers as yet not there--concision (3:2) means Judaising menance. 

I 

V. Characteristics of the church. (1) Generous toward P and! Jer saints, 4:15ffj 
( 2 ) Gentile church ( no SJtnagogue). ( 3) Prominence of women. '.L

1his is in harmoey with 
history which says women had more freedom in haced.onia. (4.Jl Special references to 
military things, to citizenship, to athletics, 1:27; 2:2$.) 

J.,.// 

VI. Characteristics of the epi~tle9Informal, intimate, li:t,tle fault-findingf non­
theological except 2:5-ll,t:>absence of or quotes (no sy;nagogue). 

Introduction, 1:1-11. 

1\ .• Salutation, 1:1-2. 
1. '£he ,-1riter. P, not Tim, cf 2:19. Calls self servantl No question here of his 

apostle ship so net necessary. Servant ( doulos) points to chpt 2. 
2. The Headers. All bee doesn't want to omit any bee of thanks for gift and bee of 

question of µnity. Similar in Hom and 2 Cor. Special mention of elders and 
deacons. ~~dcrs and bishops same bee Acts 20:17,28. 1 Note that both are plural. 
Hot until 2nd centmry did one rise above othero. Eentioned also bee of gift of 
money {both officers had to do with it) and bee u~:tq requires proper rdcognition 
of leaders. 

3. The Gr~ieting, 2. Sustaining grace and peace of God.1 

I 

B. Thanksgiving,. 1:3-7. . 1 • est wo~"k a~ . 
Note prayer life of P even tho it had been about 10 yi:s since ~t rh:.i.l. 
'rhe kind of prayer, h, was SUP:>lication, and the spirit was joyous. 

I 

1. For fellowhlhip in gospel, 5-6. 
1 

a. Its past,, 5. li'ellowship in giving, furthering i.t. 
b. It~ permanence, 6. i-Iot primarily individual sail but preservation of testimony 

and contd furthcrcnce of f:ospel. Day of X is a~ rapt.1re. 

2. for fellowship in grace, 7. 
a. Grace means bonds.~ 
b. Grace mems defense and confirmo.tion. One article. Defense is act, confir111ation 

is result. ,fagriests trail :ln progress. It refei+s to P's whole ministry and they 
shared in it. 



2 ·1 i I 
C. Petition, 1:8-11. For love 9. 'rhat it wouJ.d increase qi1.antity. iSppcre in which 

it is applied is knowledge fantensive). tnowledge doesn•ft produce love but love abounds 
in that sphere and of course can't be separated 1·rom kndwihed;;c. Discernment (only here) 
is perception by the intellect. Reasoned discernment. 1 1 

Purpose of petition, 10. 'fest things which differ and cowJ to some result, i.e. approve 
those which excell. Seco :d purpose is si1:cere (sun tested or prob better sifted). 
Heans is vs 11. fruits of rtncss cf Jn 15. 1~-~,.,i~ y ,-~-r-·A/-l lt...A.. . 

I. TH~ P.ilINCIPLE OF 'rI-IE CHRI.C:h' IAH LIFE, 1 : 12-30. The fyeaching of X. Key vs, 1:21 

A. 'rhro1.1ch P's bonds, 1:12-lh. --✓-/ .. ~ . J. . . . . I 
]evotion to X made him a prisoner but tliis 'furthered the gospel in 2 ways. 

• I 

1. 1'hru f •s own testimo~:y in praetorium. This rneans the 1 r:,ruaru which huu custody of 
im}1e..:·ial l)risoners. P witnessed to successive. chain of soldiers. Chained to single 
soldier at least part of time. . 

2. 'rhru emboldened bretlu .. en, 14. The:t held back -at f~a~ bee feared prison but embo1der! 
ed by P's testimony. 

B. 'l'hrough Attitudes and 1-~otives, 1 :1_5-lC. . 
1. 'rhe Attitudes. b;ncmics had raotive of cnV'J and strife, spirit of contention and 

insin.cerity and purpose of adding to 1' 1s aff'lictionJ :Prob Jewish Xns in H.ome. 
Note P's tolerance and intolerance of "them. ! 

ttcfim J?riends had motive of good-will, spirit of love and f;inccrity and purpose of 
strengthening P. I 

2. '£he effect. X was preached and P rejoiced. 

C. 'l'hrough P 's contirru.a:ace in life, 1 : 19-2 6. 
1. His expectation, 19. Ph:rsic~l ~alvation thru prayer and working of ilS. 
2. His desire, 29~26. ·.ro maeni~r X--to make Hi1-:-i loom 1hrgor in own c:?nd others expectat1 

thcther by life of death. Ye-tlife seems more nee rif~ht nou to them esp. 
Death brings more of X, 21; sati§fies desire, 23; far bett,er, 23. 
Life is X, 21; raore needful for them 24; will brind joy, 25-26. 

D. 'i'hrough the Philippians II manner of life., 1 :27-30. 
1. Standing for the gospel., 27a. ll:~n.1cr of life. 
2. Striving for the gospel, 27b.~ With one anoth~r, 2~, and. fearlessly, 28. 
J. Suffcrj_:1g for the r,ospel, 29-30. Bc:Jimving on liim and suf'i'erin~ for Him both 

gifts of grace. ! 

II. 'i'HB l:-'AT'fEH.l~ OF' Tlhl CHltidTIAN LIFE, 2 :1-30. 

A. The Exhortation, 2:1-4. 

The i·.i.,:d of Christ. Key va, 2:$. 

1 rh i f xh t . 4 l t 1 I dit. d t • ' e grounc s or t,he e orta ion, l. s c ass con ·ions assume rue. 
exhortation in X, persuasive power in love, co1ID1Unii.on of HS, tender feelings and 
manifestation of same. 

2. The Appeals, 2-L.. I 
a. 'rhinking (one thine). Having same love, harmonious in soul, thinking 

Hearts that beat together in tune with X and oa:ch other. 
oae thing. 

b. Doing. Strife is party exaltation, vain glory/is self exaltation. 
Bather recard other better than self. 

c. Looking. Uot keeping eye on self as rn.w10er one but others. 

il. 'rhe ~ample, 2:)-11. 
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l. The 1-huniliation, 5-8. 
a. Pre-incarnate X, 6. Form of God--refers to divine nat1ire. Is identified \-:ith 

essence. Implies essential attributes. He wao equal !with God but did no·t think 
it a_thine to be clung to bee He had to appear as mf11• Don't translate grapped 
at. He l{as equal b..it didn't hold to that when took on form of slave. Humanity, 
not Oiety wao the orize. , 

~ I 

b. Incar11ate X, 7-8. .:ilinptied self' of eq.1.ality with God in sense that took on 
certain limitations. He was not unable to assert eq\lality with God. He was able 
not to assert it. 
&J taki..11g f'orm of slave is how He anptied self. Note it doesn't say man, but slave. 
Likeneos of man not identity trlth man. Couldn't be identical and be equal lrlth God. 
He appeared as man (outward form is fashion). Obedient up to the point of death 
and even an accuused death, that of male.factor. •· • .. , ~ , ... , ,; i , ; ta... I.Jp ·/ . , · 1-•. , :, 

2. '£he B:caltation, 9-11. 
t-lho did :Lt? God. 

I 
How lid He do it? By giving Him the name J esu.s. 
Why·? for regoeni tion by all things to glory of God. A]ll. thines animate and inanimate. 

I 

C. The Exercise, 2:12-30. 
I 

1. Demanded, 12-16. 
a. By God, 12-15a. 

(1) r:ec He saved us and expects us to continue working oLlt that sal. Has reference 
to partic1.1lar difficulty in ch? Fear and trembling--wholesome and serious 
caution. 

(2) Bee He mad.a us sons. Hons approve selves, are unadulterated, without blemish, 
15a, and do all things without nn1rnurings (moral reoellmon cf Israel in 
wilderness) and disp~~t:ings (intellectual rebellion). 

b. 3y Generation, 15bTl6a. Condition of world is crobked (opposite of strai~ht) and 
twisted, turned to one side. Need of world is light and life. Don I t f' or get that 
light blinds those in darlmess. Inminarics that reflect Light of world. 

c. By Gratitude, 16b. 'fo P for what, he had done for t*cm in bringing gospel. 
'£heir actions would manifest the fru:i.t of his effort and make him rejoice. 

I 
2. Demonstrated, 17-30. . · . . , 

1 a. Dy Paul,17-18. Self-abnegation in sacrifice and service which brinss joy. 
b. By Tmmothy, 19-24. 

1 

He uas genti.tine (naturally). He was unselfish, 21. He spread the gospel. 
c. By Epaphroditus, 25-Jm. 

Devoted to P (fellowbaborer and fcllowsold.ier). 
Devoted to Philippians (he feared for their distre 1ss bee of his sickness) 
Devoted to X ( sickness d1-le to zeal for the work). ! 

III. THE; PRIZE OF '£HE CHRLS'l'D\Ji LIFE, 3:1-21. 'the Person 9£ Christ. ICey vs, J:0. 

A. Defended, 1-J. 
iiot irlrnomc for P t,o do so bee it is safe r or them. 
~ogs here a.p~lied to Judaisers (usually they appli0d it Ito Uontilos bee considered 
unclean). P revcr5es ima.r;c and says they m'e dogs who live on the ~tskirts and who 
feed on carnal ordinances, the very refuse of Uod's to.hie, Ltft. -=---- I 

~vil workers. Concision--the 1ai.1tilation. ·lie are tru.e sp~rituaJ. circumciaion, worshipping 
in spirit, rejoicin8 in prize, and no confidence in flesh. 

ll. Declared, 4-11. 
1. ~·,'hat it is not, 4-7. Leealism. j / r 

ri.elation to la.w--circumcised, knew tribe (Saul was from1this), Hebrew of Heorews in 
cf to Hellenistic Jews. I 

H.elat~onto law __ Fharise.e a.nd. blameless . I 

1ielation to crt1.1.rcli--zea1..ous in persecuting it. 1'hese were gain!! but he counted tperfec. 
a::1rl ~till does loss. 



2. 1-Jhat 'it is, 8-ll. I 
I am still counting loss (j;resent vs 8). They are refuser 
a. E:(ccllency of knowledge of' X. I 

4 

b. X 
c. His righteousness. I 

d. Know this in experience, 10. ginosko 1 Includes~ sufferings, knowledge of' future res (not esp present res power). 
Vs ll explains it., not doubtfully, but hujbly. 

C. Detailed, 12-16. Aeainst perfectionism 
I 

1. The eu,ard, 12-13. Admission of' imperfection. I 

2. The coal, 14. X 
3. The guide., 15-16. 

a. Thus-minded, i.e. admitting imperfection. 
b. lle corrected by God, 15b. 
c. Go on in a.::i..~c path, 16. 

D. Demonstrated, 17-21. 
1. Goncretey, 17,20-21 • .by P and those who follow P. Thesq are they who walk as heavenly 

citizens and notivated by hope of His coming to change bodies of humiliation. 
2. Contrastingly, 18-19. Speak same as P but don't live same. Governed by appetites. 

Peace 1 

IV. THE POH~ OF '.rifE CHRIS'i'IAN LIFE, 4:1-19. 'fho ~1 of 0hrist. Key vs, 4:13. 

A. Peace with others, 1-!i. 
1. :.i~hc Basis, 1. Standinr; fast. I 

2. l'he resJ.lts, 2-4. Harmoey, helpfulness in gospel, hapiness in Lord. '~,, , t· 1 , .. ~. 

B. Peach with self, 5-,. 'l - ·: ' I :z < ··: ~.·' . l 
I {,JS: 7 i . '~ . I•.·,'. :,,, I -i,. ' 

1. In problems of living, 5-7. An.nous care, 
thanksgiving, not nee in all forms. God's 

1 Cor 12 :~§; 
1 

In this fom orpra.yer 'j_'nclucfe' 
peace will then mount guard over life. 

I 2. In practice of li vi: 1g, 8-9. 
Dasis, 8--thinking about, rit;ht things. 
0,.1tco111e, 9--doine ric:ht thines. 
Re~ul t, 9--presence of Goel of pe,1ce. 

C. Peace with circumstances, 10-19. 

Pres--keep oh thi:1king 
Pres--keep oh doing 

I 

1. 1lle ~Jituation, 10-12. ;Ql in God 1s will. Instructed in 12 is "learned the secret oftl 
2. 1'he Strength, 13. li'rcm the One who infuses strength (endunamai) 
3. '£he Supply., 1!1-19. [ 

a. For Paul, 14-16. lb co1ium.micate is have fellowship!. 
b. For Philippians, 17-19. Fruit, 17, acceptaole sacrifice to God, 18, promise of 

supply of their needs, 19. 

Concl,_tsion, 20-23. 
Doxology-, 20. 
Salutations, 21-22. 
Benediction, 23. 

. I ,,,. i, ' 

j . 
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Author: Paul 

Th• Church at Phlllppl. 

'L'HE LETTER OF PAUL TO 'tHlt 

PHILIPPIANS 

'oate:61 

Founded by Paul on the second mlsslonary journey, thls was 

the flrst church to be established by him ln Europe (Acts 116). Phlllppl 
I 

Yas but a small city, founded by King Phlllp of Macedonla~ 1 father of 

Alexander the Great. Its greatest fame came frona the bat~le fought 

nearby, ln A.D. 42, between forces of Brutus and Cassius And those 
I 

of Anthony and Octavian (late1· Caesar Augustus). It becaJoe a Jtoman 
I 

"colony," a mllltary.outpost clty with apecl~l privileges. 

Paul•s relatlonshlp with the church at Phlllppl ~a$ alw•ys close 

and cordial. Having helped him flnanctally at least two 
1

t:lmes before 
I 

this letter was written (4:16), and havlng heard of hls donflnement ln 

Rome, the church sent £paphrodltus with another glft. 
I Phlllpplans la a 
I 

I thank you letter for that glft, and it ls the most personal of any letter 

Paul wrete to a church. Epaprodltus had become nearly fatally lll 

I while wtth Paul (2127), and on hls recovery Paul sent hlr back with thla 

i letter. though somewhat obscured by Faults gentleness Ir this letter, 

some of th• problems ln the church are seen beneath the 
1

1surface. These 

included: rlvdrles and personal ambition (2:3-4; 4:2), !tho teaching of 

I 
Judai~ers (3:1-J), perfectlonlsro (3:12-14), the lnfluenle Of antlnorolan 

llbertlnes (3:18-19). 1 

the Place of Wrltlna• 
I 

Paul waa lmprlaoned when thls tc,tt•r W4B wrl tten1 but there ls 

I not agreement aa to where. Some thlnk he was ln Cae•a~a, others iphesus,. but 
! 

he was undoubtedly ln Romo. In l: 13 he roe11t1ona the e:rae,torium, a Romani 

body of troops asslgned to the emperor In Rome (see alJo J:22). It ls also 
I 

I 

qulte clear that ln the trial facing Paul hls llf• was1at stake, lndlcatlng 



Ph+ futllne L'f/j 

I 
I. Greetings and Experastons of Gratitude, 1:1-11 

II. Paul' .t Personal Circumstances: the Preaching of Christ, l: 12-30 

III. The Pattern or the Chrlatlan Life: The Humlllty of phrtat, 211-30 

A. The Exhortation to Humility, 2:1•4 

B. Th• Epitome ot Rumlllty, 2:5-11 

c. The Exercise of Humlllcy, 2:12-16 

D. The Examples or Timothy and Epaphrodltua, 2:19-30 
I 

IV. The Prlze of the Christian Life: The Knowledge of ¢hrlst, l:1-21 
I 

A. the warning agalnat Judalzers, 3:1-1 

B. Th• Example of Paul, 1:4-14 

c. the Exhortation to Others, 3:15-21 

V. the Peace of the Christian Ltf•: th• Presence of Christ, 4:1-23 
I 

A. Peace with Other•, 4:1•4 

B. Peace wlth Self, 4:5-9 

c. Peace with Ctrcum3tances, 4:10-23 



Pbll. notes l 

1:1 Tlmc,thy had helped Paul found this church~. 
I 

saints. See note 

at Rom. ls 7. bishops; ltt., ~verseers. 
I See note •t l tlm. 3:1. 

deacons. See note at 1 Tim. 318. Both blshops and deacons were rGcognl~able 

groups wt thl n the churoh at thl s: t l 1~a. 

beginning (see Acta 16:40; Phil. 4:16). 

1:6 he which hath begun• he (God) who began. God wlll1conttnuo his 
! 

good work of grace ln them until the consummation at the1 dax.of J•~"!.~ 

Chrlat (the day when Chrlst retums). 

1:7 meet• rlght. The Greek werds underlying bonds• def~nae, and conflrmatlon -
I 

are ceurtrot:e:•) t:arms. Paul ls .1aytng that they shared with hl11 ln ht a 

courageous wttn••• In the court of law. Whether Paul h~d alroady appeared 
I 

I 

at trial and whether he ls still ~ntlcl~atlng lt Is unclear. 

1:8 bowel$• tenderness, compassion. 

119 judgment• dl•cernment. 
I 

1:10 appr•ve things that are excel\en~: the Idea ls t~ ~lfterantl~to b•t~e•n 

hlgheat matt•ra •nd aide Issues. alncere and without offense; better, pure 

and blamele.s4, 
i 

1:12-30. Tht.1 passage tells us about all we know of Paul•s lnaprlsonanent. 
I 

He knows h• ls filclng hls great ordeal, but he takes great pains not t,;, .-l'lt•.~11 

hls friends. Kls all-consuming concern ls for the advancemont of the gospel. 
I 

People are beginning to talk about hls bonds •nd his Chrlat. the church In Rome 

la becomlng more confldent, and he Intends tc, tollov h~" bour••• He exlsts 

only to help forvard the cause of Christ (v. 21). 

1: 13 eatace; Ut., praetorlum. Thls group of l1operlal
1

' gu•rds, dlstlnct 
I 

from the army or Roman police, about 9000 ln Rome. had heard the goapel ~hrough 
I 

their various members who had been assigned the duty of guarding Paul. 

Guard and prla.,ner were ch•lned together,• captlve aldl~nce fer th• so~pel 
I 

( aee Eph. 6 s 20). 
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that the trial was before Caesar In Rome (1:19-26). Although Paul 

was confined in Caesarea two years, no final decl&lon of i hla .case was 

even ln prospect there (Acts 24). I Ephesus has been suggested as the 
I 

1 

place of wrlttng on the basis of l Corinthians 15:32, but there ls really no 

clear reference to an lmprl•onment tn that ver••• 

Th• Contents. 

One of the moat Important doctrinal pasaages ln the Now teatament 

I 

ls Phlllpplans 2:5-8, the doctrine of the kenosts of self-humlllatlng, 
I 

or self.emptying of Christ. Important verses on prayerlare 4:6-7, and 
I 

other favorite verses Include 1:21; 1:23b; 3:10; 3:20; i:8; 4:13. 

An important autobiographical sketch ls In 3:4-14. '£he outll.no follows. 
I 



i 
Phllo notes 2 

I 

1:18. 
i Regardless of the motive, lf Christ ls preached, Paul rctJolced. 

Wrong m>tlves are seen In v•1. 15-16. 

1: 19 my salv•!~.C?-1!• Paul• s trial had probably begun. ae was confident that 

~lther release or death would advance the cause of Chrlat. (v. 20). 

1:21 to rae to Uve ls Chrlat; I.e., Ute flnds all it.s .11eanl~ ln Christ. 

to di• ts gain because then there wlll be unlon wlth Christ without the 
I 

llnal tatlons of thl s 1l fe. I 

1:22 I wot not• I perceive not. 
I 

1:25. Here Paul seems certain that he vlll be acquitted, but tho only 
I 

reason one can see for hls ~otnentary oonfldenc• ls that~• ls still needed 

on earth. 

1:26 for me; better, read: So that, your prlde In me ma, ••• 

1:30. P~vl ls saying that the Phlllpplans are ln the sank, gareica (conflict) 

he ls In. 

2:1 consolat\2!!, • support. bowels and merct~s • affection and sympathy. 
I 

Paull• saylng that stnc• ( • lf) men can count on Chrl•t thoy can do the 

things desorlb•d ln the tollovlng varses. 

2:2 Pultlll ye my Jot: I.e., you would cap off my pleas~r• lf you would work 
I 

together harmoniously and clear up your petty quarrels.1 Paul has ln rnlnd 
I 

particularly the dlvlslon cause"I by t..io 1lOnHm, Euodla ( 1 

• Euodlas) and 

Syntyohe (4:2). 

2:4. The church was apparently evidencing petty Jealousies omong members 
I 

over honors and rewards. Paul commends hurnlltt1 and that new dlapoaltlon 
I I 

t:h.at oomea from Christ (v. 5). 

2:5-11,, I this passage on the huinlllty of Christ ls the 1hlgh mark of the 

epl stle. 
I I 

Unlike the informal, uonver.satlonal style of I th• ~•t of the lotter, 

vv. 5-11 are highly Polished. It ls also noteworthy ln that lt conveys 
I I I 

ln a few "r••• P•ul•• concoptlon of tl:le unlquen••• or/ thl person and vork of! 
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Chrlst. Paul•• point ls that the dlsPoaltlon, the temperfof !church member•· 
I 

ought always to be that of Christ. 
I 

2:6 the for,11 or Gqd meana that Chrlat ls the same nature 1 and essence as 

God. not robberza the verse may be paraphrased thull: who, though of the same 

natur• •• God, dld not think thla something to be exploited to Rte own 

advantage. 

2: 7 made htnasel,( ot no reputatlo'!; 11 t., emptled Hlmself J The k•nosls 
I 

(emptylng) of Chlrat during Hl• lncamatlon does not mean that He surrendered 

any attributes of deity, but that He took on the lt,nlt~tlons of hu~anlty. 
I 

This meant a vel111tl of His prelnoarnate glory (John 17:~) and the voluntary 

nonuse of some of Hts divine prer->gatlvea durlng the tbe,f, time H• was on earth 

(Matt. 24136). 

2s9. through self-dental and obedience Christ won sover~lgnty over all 
I 

peoples and things (v. 10). 

2:12-30. Paul now turns to the obllgattona that the ex•mple of Christ lays 

on Chrlattana. I 

You must learn to stand on your own feet, with a sense of 
! 

buDIAR frlalty knevlag that God ls b•hlnd you (v. 13). 
I 

So live In thl• corrupt 
I 

human secl•ty of our·s that you may reflect the light that comes from a 

heavenly •urc• (vv. 14-15), constantly proclaiming thei gospel of the new 1l fe 
I 

(v. 16•). thus at Cbrt•t•s coming Paul will receive ht1s reward (v. 16b). 
I 

In w. 17-18 Paul employs th• language of th• Jewlsb offerings and comp•re• 

hta de•th to a drink-offering which accornpanle• the Ph~llpplane• presentation 

of them .. 1••• •• a burnt-offering (Numb. 15:10; 2817). 1 

I 

2:19-30. The letter now returns to pereon•l aaatt•ra. 1 Pau1 ls gelng te send 

Tlmothy later and l• ••ndlng £paphrodltus now; and he wants th•m to be 

accepted as hla representative wlth hls authorlty. Nobody elM with 
I 

hlN at th• 1DOment except Timothy ha• the lnter••t of Christ at heart (v. 21). 

Epaphredltus was a leader In th• Phlllpplan churchs Paul la a•ndl111 hlm 

I i home with thl• letter (v. 25). 



2:30 nl&h unto death. 

Phll. t•t~• 4 

I Seae causes for elckneas are (1) •l~l•tlen ef 

natur•l limitations lllustrat•d here by Epaphrodltu•• belns sick from 

overwork; (2) unconfes .. d aln ln the llfe (1 Cor. 11:30);1 (3) to promote 

Christian character and grewth (2 Cor. 1217-9); (4) to display the power 

of God (J•hn 9sl). 
I 

3:1 th• same things; I.e., the content of vv. 2-3, a baste lessen which Paul 
I 

as their teacher had undeubtedly gone over wlth them many1 tlmes while 

with thema Do not let Chrlatlanlty be debased Int• aome fora ef the 
I 

Jewl•b rltuallatlo religion. Obvloualy this vas • danger 1 ln Philippi. 

I 3:2. Paul her. becemes pelealoal. He label• the Judal&ers (whe taught 
I 

I 
that clrcumclslen was neceasary fer salvation) d•S• (a1term they used to 

describe Gentiles), evil workers, and conolslon vhlch means mutlllatora. 

three epithets are directed at the same people. 

ls4•14. Paul reflects on th• whole course of hla llf e, ,1vhlcb glvea him 

the rl&ht te criticise Judaism. 

318 ~•rubbish, refuse. 

3:9. Here Paul contrasts works-rlghteoueness, vhlch ts 1 b•sed on the ln, 

with falth-rlghteousn••• whlch ls from God through faith ln Christ. 
I 

Romans 3s21•5:21 ls a commentary on this verse. 
I 

3:10 bely made conformable to ~l• death means becoming llke Hlm ln HI• 

deatb••P•••ln& through death Into• new lit•, dying 

(Rom. 6). 

3:12. Paul makes lt clear that he had not "arrived" 

much ln the r•c• of life. 

and rlalng with Chrlat 
I 
I 

I 

b~t ta• still very 
I 

3:15 perfect• mature. In the last half •f the verse Paul says, "If you 

den•t agree, God will give you light on th• aubject. 111 
I 

ls 18 1oemJ•.a of the cross ef Christ. SVll llvlng (th• U bertlnea) l• ~n 

view hen. Their prlnolpel concern was thelr belly <t• i9); ••••• ell 

sensual Indulgences. 

I 

All 
I 
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I 

3:20 conversatlon;llt., citizenship. This would have been, particularly 

appreciated by the Philippians In vlew ot their clty•s status as a Roman 

colony. 

3:21 vlle bod.)!; llt., body of humtllatlon. 

ls a lowly one. 

I 

Our present state of mortality 

I 

4:1. Here begins Paul•s closing section, conslstlng first of practical 

advice followed by personal messages. 

4:2 EuodlQs; lit., Euodta. ~e of the same mind• agree. 
I 

4s l. The ldentl ty of the true yokef!.~ low ls not revealed,. 

4:5 moderation• forbearance, gentleness. 

4:6 Be careful for nothing; lit., be anxlous about nothlrlg. 

4:8 honest• worthy of respect. lovely_• vlnsome. 
I 

4: 11 content; ll t., self-sufflclent, lndepend@nt of external circumstances. 

The secret of such contentment ls found ln v. 13. 

4: 14 communicate; 11 t. • make coinmon cause vl th. 

of monetary glfts (vv. 101 16). 

Paul refers to th• sending 

I 
I 

4: 19. the church that gl ves to ml sslon&1rl es wll l hctVf! l'ts own needs supplled. 

4: 22 Caesar• s hot1sehold: probably employees l n the emperor• s palace. th•r• 
the conversion of 1 

I a no evidence of/\ a member of the Imperial family untll ,1 a ger1eratlon later. 




