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Introductory material to James 

4 Jamee' in T (1) son of Zebedee, Aatt :21. (2) eon or Alpha us, ~t 
1 0:3 prob sans a James littl of less, 8c 15:40; (3} father of Judas 
not Isaariot, llc 6: 16; ( 4) Lord's brother, J ~t 13: 66; Gal 1: 19. 
(2) and (3) practic lly unknown and unlikely as authors. (l) m.o.rtyred 
in 44 and unlikely to hav written an encyclical lett r before this . 
Unb 11ever, Jn ?:3 until res, l Cor 15:?. Then in ~cts 1:15-25; Gal 
1:18; Acts 1 :17; 15:13; Gal 2:1 ,9,10; Acts 21:18-25. Eusebius sys 
he was cast from pinnacle of temple and then be ten to death with club. 

\;e know there ie Jews in many p rts of civilized world from number 01' 
synagogues ntioned in Act • mny on Pentecost took gospel back ,1th 
them. c: runes prob intended his epistle for all Xn Jews everym re. . aybe 
especially the :..astern Dispersion and Peter to \ 'entern on • Mayor. 
Xn in trial from persecutions and affliction from rich. Spiritual stute 
was low, strif, bad speech, no conduct to correspond with doctrine. 
E rly date. Josephu s ys Ja.rms died 62-3 and there is no ret"erence to 
f all of Jerus. Lit t le organiz tion seen. Doctrine see.ms rly. 4rob 
45-48 A.D. Re ders of poorer classes subject to opression of non-Xn 
employers. Tempted to court favor of rich. Ja.oos denounces that and 
rich t o. Xns shouldn't hate their opr ssors either. Judge t door. 
2nd aokground matter--Xns h d become a relatively separate oorr..rnunity 
and re assuming role of teachers. Assembly not yet orga,nized. Too much 
liberty and no practice to conform ~1th doctrine. 

DO CTR DTE OF GOD 

Favorite expression is 
Lord of Sb.baoth, 5:4. 
Father, 1:2?; the Lord 
of heavenly bodies). 

o kurios, 4:15; 5:11.12. 
3:x term Father is applied to .God--our God and 
and ~aather, 3:9; Father of lights, l:l?. {Creator 

God is giver--of wisdom• 1:5; of good gifts; and all morul evil foreign 
to His nature, 1:1 -18. 

OT ideas of jealousy of od and divine judsment prominent. 
4: 4--friend of orld 1s enmity with God be c H , ants no partial 
alliegance . God requires undivided he art. 
I!e will severely judge oppression and injustice wid is m roiful twd 
humble, 5: 11 

In this th re seems to be a reflection of Jesus' te ching of God as 
ungrud ing giver, 1t 5:43-48; . :k: 10:18. 

i, created in image of God• 3: 9 and this b sis for not cursing enemies, 
since r verenc due to all men bee in image of God. 



I. ES ' OF TH ORD OF GOD 
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used in piritu l creation. Vs 17 is natural creation, bu l ov s to spirit 
e f . 3:14, 5*19. oi•d ~ truth oun in J?sa. 119•43, 160 ot n· t u a l but t his 
not a oonolusive ar ,ent . 



2. Tho 1 w o liber y or p~rteot laf• 1,25. 
o ds are in ppoaition ~ re 2 pithet r 

P rfect law prophe i or 31,33. ot OT la~ 
oo • ttlt i beat, er or , to k: it 

'b rei era ted in vs . (· 
to 

be.o 
nee h achin 

of God in th OT , brou ht to f'ru1 
ndr·c s, 33. ta. · o · l 'berty i 

a ( t. 11,27-29)• 

lt 1 a l &w o con tr in rather than ro traint, 
utually exolu i e 1ith r om. 2,8,12 t 

P ' a la o lov t ~o 13 10. 

3. Tbe Sorip ure . 21 , 23 ; 4,5,6. e 
roperly man a how he u it in 

quot but represen ov r l pe.~w r 
than di r ot cit tion 

e do C Jn 81320 
t la . 

u ls 

th uou • 
no direo 
o tr hor 



Ja.mes' Doctrine of Justitioation by orks 

Thie is what led Luther to call James a.n epistle ot str w. Since then en have 
tended to xaggerate the difficulties rather than emphasize th distinotivenea 
of thot. No contradictions that ar ~ deep-seated. Certainly no rgu.ent b t 
P and Ja es carried on by mean o their eorrespondenoe, beo (1) Jamea not likely 
writing to Xn ,Jew . to of'faet P's taaehing inoe most ot his resdere were 
una f cted by P n::,way. P wouldn ' t hav had ·puoh oontaot with JRi:.ea' readol"S. 

(2) J mes agreed ith Pat Jerus ooanoil, Acts 15 .. ct Gal 2,9. 
· aw ot liberty in. 1, 25 certainly not a r f'ereno to oaa:t.o c:,ode. 

( 3) Ir this were a re uttal th n why no P p.hraaes taken up and d.isousse4. '.Be.sides 
this woul ha.veto b a :rebuttal top, verbal tea.chine beo no Pau ine letter 
ritten befor Jame (47- 8). 

P looking ~t the root , Jam s at :trui t •. P _ usually 1;allu,- about b ginning of Jen 
life when ue s ~ustifioa.tion, Jae o tb.e continuance ,of it hen he 11ea it. 

1 The irst Areu ent 1 14.17 • 

II. 

• Presented, 14. l,Jnprofitablenese of dead o::rthod.o~. 

:a. Illustrated, 15-16 . Persistent (present of hup r:x:ho) plight o fell Xn. 
Pious platitudes, Che eubstitu . for Xn 7 pathy. Good isb.e not od 
deeds., 

c. Coneluded, 17., 2 thing contrasted are not aith and. works, but living faith 
e.nd dead faith. 

Second areu ent t 1 2.6., 

A. Pree nted, 1 O. Ju&titio tion is onl y by a faith that orks . Difficulty 
centers a.round the identity of '' a an11 • 

ehorte means apart t~om, separated from andnor merely without. 
orke re the only ineontro~ertible proof -0f faith. Order of sentence is 

"I will how the . out ot wo:rk my a.1th." 
Paith without ork is arg . Cf ataioa• l Cor 15,14,17 . Former means 
void of quality; latter ean void of ai . ot faith which saves. 

B. 111ustra.ted; 21~5. braham·' s f it was of the ol;"kina type prov d 
not only from Gen 15 but al o Gen 22. It was bat •br id not 1h the 
said that showed the quality ot his ith and that's y hews justified. 
Rah.ab seleoted bee she a woman, not an, eathen, not tai"thfulf outsider, 

not Israeli t.eJ first proeel:,te in land of Ca.naan,.Joah .2,9. e.i th of orks 
not ot ords. 

c. Oonolud46 26. 
bet body and 
works dead. 

here is close a oonneotion bet faith and works as 
pirit , Body which doe n ' t breathe is dead; faith. without 
Faith and works a.re inaepo.:ra.bl in dly lif' . 



li • ARTlOLOGY 

In this doctrine e pi sen the tfi •~ty bet es n • 

I. atur of ain. 
To ae sin one mu t see God . So m ol re aa right ou on• 

jud a ot vil, xeoutor of penalty hich judgmts i pose. 
in is sinful bee unlike od . Sin oonst1 u ee breach of entir law, 2110, 
ins of omie ion swell as oo 4• 7; in ie universal nd conatitutione.l 

3• 2J r sulto of sin are not l i ~ di ~t ly d iniater d, 4 • , orgi~ene e 
is gu ranee, 5•15. 

Desori ,tion- is in3 ark , 2t9 
tr nsgresaion of law, 2111 
contrary to Spirit of God, 4•5• 
my be in t hought, 41d 

ay be in ord, 312-12 . 
kno 1 de brings r pon ibility, 4•17 . 

II. T ptation . 
1112-18. Context di cus es trials nd a tings . ow dieou ses 

i •• enticement to evil hihh results fro in ard desire. 
l3b-- state ent of the c h racter of God. 
13a- n d onition baa don 13b. 
14--portr tal of oonsequenoes of yielding tote pt tion. 
15,16--neoesoi yo to ing ri ht oonoeptions about subj o. 
God cannot b te ted or vil . lie cannot be r ached by 
uneus c ptiblo ot evil influence. Can b provoked to good 

pa ion 

ruptation, 

or de is 

o theos i e p tio position phaeizin tha b o use of who He is, .ue cannot 
be elicited or vil. God can ' t be influeno d to ac inoonsiatently ith ny 
a ttribute o 1 per on . 

God t mpts no an. Holy on o n 't be origin tor o in . s nds trials but 
not t mpt ti ~n . S tan not n med & res onsible t ho h has part but man is 
held responsible . "Thou h tri l tn it elf' i ord red by God f or our eood , 
y t th inner solioita ion to evil which is rou ed by th ou er trial i 
from ourselves." - ayor, 50. Ad bla od Eve and inally God, Gen 3:12. So an 
tries to quirm out of it, butt pt tion is not God's r ponsibillty. 
Te tinge may beoo te pt t1ons but th t •s no od's in ntion. nticin i 
Satan•e attaok . Own lust is ou inn r ttr otion. Conol i contrast ot v 17-
tar fro bin ouree of evil, God i souro of all ood gifts and very ot of 
giving. 

111 . Genealogy of Sin 
1:15. ntho natural history of sin as the e ptation to whioh one 

yield is giv n with soientifio accuracy n er," AT.tt 78 • .Ll.lst dra 
man forth, he c ui soee in temptation, re ult cone ionJ e bryo develops into 
in . Altho not in ul in self , de ire ea.oily le ds o ein . hen sin born, ea.th 

be ins." hen sin i born dea th is involved like an mbryonio p ra ite tbali 
feeds on sin. Desire , in,de th foom the bii ogio l line or pedigree" ATR 80. 



IV. Doctrine ot Stan. 

1. B ld in exi personal devil. asu i • 
2. No thetats ons• 2119 . Orthodox being . 

exi•t no , es, His sovereignty , ia 10 er. 
demon to emphasize the neo eity or orthopraxy-
They b 11 v in dogrn not th P reon . Int lligont 

onotheism i n't nou h. 

Sin,2 

Th :, bel in God• 
Ue s t n orthodoxy of 

he e of epietl • 
a sent• but no oavin 

Furth r , t boy engen1Br a particular type of i4do , 3•15. 

3. Devil io to be r ~isted , 4•7• Aorist ainst , anti.th i nderer and oouser, 
diabolos. y thie eans t h act ot dedic ion to od' oide . Hendrioka 
seems to put too uoh fight in t his." •Ji to f'ightt not ith an r on, 
but ith t he ord of od and t he elp ot th pirit." 48 LC too-''The Bible 
lends no sanction to foolieh uppoeition t a t a de~il will flee t th ~ re 
resi tano of a deter ined human .-111 . e re to "reei t th devil , 11 but it 
must be done wail 11 steadt t in the f 1 t b." and " ub i tting" ourselves unto 
God'1 VI ,267. 

4. l>evil controls th oosmoe. o Xn is to keep elt unspotted from it, 1,27. 
(ot 4• 4 h r oultiv ting its tirendehi is en ity with God , oonstitutos 
unfaithtulnes, is contrary to vord , 4•5 and Spirit) . 

" l take 'the o rld' to be whatever is (aotiv ly) hostile , or (pas ively) 
inimi cal, to od and >f i cause" ring, 82 . Unapott d not by going out of 
t e world but by being a friend ot God in the orld. 
(Note 215--poor of thi oos os should b transla t d, poor as t be oos oe 
regard the). 

v. The 0hri tian•s sin . 
Un old1ng oft is doctrine gives revel tion of oonditi n of early church . 

1. in of partiality, 211-13. 
11 d to see beyond t he sup rfioia, h teri 1, t he te por 1. 

2. Sino ton e. 3,1-12, 5112. See under spiritual lif . 

3. Sin of contention, 4•1-3. 
atl conflict not in vie but perennial dis ut e nd disoord ithin ohurob . 
ar were protradBd di puies , a 1ghtine were d 1ly skir iohes. Sor spot is 

luate cf 1115. ictory only t hru r ayer. n • ree tlin with God is ao uoh better 
than wran lin with men" King 81. Cf Phil 416. 

4. orl tlin es, •4-5. Adul erers no in best anusoripts. Sho s unf ithfulnoss only 
on man's part . ot que ot idol try as erael , but oha te bride ' o unfait fulness. 
Vs 5 t ohe tha t ns in u (even mos oarnal) luete to envy, i.e. i j alou to 
hav all of the Xn•e lov, that th orld ht not have any. Re ult ar 
con eit, 6-10. Cur for bat is et lo r, 10. 



5. Sino ori iois .4,11-12 . 
Spoak is re nt s ho ring t ha t so o engag din is for o e tie. 
4 re sons or abstaining fro th1 oiriticism. 
l. bot ey ere brethren--appeal to the family .tie. 
2. beo they were judging the 1 by pr erring o find flaw in law 

r b r th n to keep i • 
3. beo Ge is only la iver nd jud e nd they were a su 1ng the judgo' 

role. • e alone i& able to judge with equity. 
4. bee t h y were poor ones to judge . you ia in e ph tic o ition. 

"You, yo r e a. fi one o judge". 

Victory is ln 4 16--ne giveth or grace . f' erh ps a.ori!lts o 7- 9 also 
part of th cure . 



James' Tea.ob.ing oonoerning the Spiritual Lie 

1. Doctrine of prayer. Soha.__.f iat Xn Ch 379 s ye J mea oa lled ''o el-knees'' 
by ear y church beo hew a $0 often found in the te plo praying or the 
f'orgiv nes of the peop.le. nees be-c · e h rd s ca els. Prayer in h5-8; 
4•2-3J 5,13-20. 

A. ·sseontials ot t ec tual prayer . Fath, 11 6, 5,15 . 
f ervor, 5•15 
right oue:nees, 5•16 
freedom from doubt , 116 
sel£ishne s baent, 4•3 

B. Object8 ot praye~. 
detinit • need, lt 5-8 . 
phy ie l e..ft'liction, 5113, 
sickness , 5•14 , 16. 
mental hinge, la5-8. 
eoclesi otiee.1 t hings, 4,2. 3. 
emotional t hin ; 5113, 
physic al thing , 5•14-15 . 
per onal t l.ing ,, 5al6 
at rial t hings , !hl 7- 18 

sp1rit,u l t hings , 511,-.20, 

C. Rindrano to prayer, 
wn.ver\ nfh la6-7 
exaltation of aolr 11 e• 4•3 
not asktna, 4,.2, 

ask in i ddl.e voi ce-no· b.ea:rt in i heir prayers. 

laok of ith, 5•13-20 

D. of r ay r , n 

E. Enooure.gement to pr~ r. 
Lit. v says lie prayed 

II. nootrin or ton 

lij h , 5tl 7•18. 1 g 1 8 143 .,H d to 
i h prayer. lije.h really pray d . 

1,19, 26; 2112, 4,111 5,12, 3 1-12 . 

7 times . 

A. Wh t i t is. orld o f iniquity , 316; u nt meabl , 3t~h re tless evil, 3,8, 
full of deadly poison, 3, 8. 

B. tit rese bl • Bridled nors , 3,3, hip• rudder, 3•4 1 ep&rk , 3a6J 
untamed beast, 3•7• deadly poison , 3• f pollute fountain 3111; tree and vine,12. 

c. hat does :1 t do? boaste t e a t in t 3= 5;. de ile , who l e body , 3161 sets on 
fire tbe iheel of nature , 3:63 is aot on ire o h 11-, 3t6. 

D. h t is is no to do . ble 
5,al2. 

and curse , 3:9-10; p ak evil , 4all , not to ., ar, 



,•. l ow i s i 
in vi w o 

in to be usod . .t·estraint , ls26; vii thout 
oo ing jud ant, 2112; 4111 ,12. 

bing by it, 3t2f 

J ms doesn 't dvocate s il enc but controlled u e of ton e . 
nA whispered word may tak away a r eputation. 111 ... oonoidered and loose epe l'.l h 
on the part ot a Xn ea.Cher n,1 y lead eou l s t o de ~ truction . St rt a lander on 
it way and b ore you can ove:t·teke it, it ia.y smirch the ohara.o r of a.1 tt 
e. dozen en. Giv your ill-con iderod or distorted o i nion t h t cert in 
course ie right- which you would se to be wrong if you pr yed about it, 
a.nd you ;r l~ad a multi tudo ifito ways. o f vil, Let a foul word. esc e youiar 
lips , and it may be like a whiff of poisonous g s fro a aer, hioh poiao 
the bl od of every pas er-by . u ta ord, an 111-oonsider d, a licioua , 
al anderou 1 luat:f'ul, ill-na t ured 1ord, drop ed without thoueh t or intentio~. 
as one wou .d drop a li hted matoh , and he result 1 t he de truotion o 
nobl e ands e. tel;r for ot. he evil i s start d, and no n oan ov rtake it ., 
Charles :Brown. Tne General Epistle o . James ( London, he Relieous T1 .. act 
Soaie ty, 1906), PP • 7G-71. 



Ill.Doctrine of wiado. 

3,13-17, 
A. orldly wisdom. 
not tro above , 3•15 
evinced by jealou y and action 3•14 

Spi 1 ual li f e 2 

c haracterized• earth-bound, sen u l, devilish 3•15 
leads only to eon ion and vil d d, 3116. 1 

B. H venly i14do. 
found in God ,- 115. 
e nates ro above, 3•17 
r oQiv din answer to believing prayer, 115-6 
aeeooiated 1th u •d rt nding 3113 
displ yed in ood work and meeknes, 3•13 
epitomized a pure , peaoeabl, gentle , easy to be ntreated, full of 

ero-:, nd ood fruit, without variance, ii thout JI~ hy-pocri y, 3118; 
evea'iuates in fruit of righteousness and tate of peace, 3tl8, 

IV. Doctrine of religion 

1,26-27. 
Subject is a reli ion aoo ptable to God. Outward expr sion ot inward faith. 
Religion in Jae • 1nd ia the practical issue of regeneration. 
Ch 1- arning against b ine deoeived aa to God , as to oureolv a, 
ae to the ord, as o reli ion. 

Count rfeit religion 1 tha t hioh do 
at ioa- ithout ai and direotion . 

not control he tongue, 26. vain is 
o results either. 

True religion. (1) Pr otioal. Unselfish love. 
(2) free ro pollution. Unspotted li f e 

(1) One doe n't loo for anythi n in retur from idow or orphans. R 1 «ives . 
Doesn 't expect reoo nition (no crowds o appe r betore 11th w1do a and orphana). 
Or doean•t expaot return. 



RICHFS 

In o:1-6 those outside Xn brotherhood addressed. Io ~ppeal to them on 
Xn principles. ~Tosperity of wicked answered by (1) perishable 
char cter of riches and ( 2~ future retribution. 

l. ,, rishable oharaoter of riches, :->, 3. f tnnses show accomplished 
f ct . Gar nts shows th ta lot of te&lth (as in OrientalQountries) 
consi ted in lots of clothes . :totheaten, .It 6:19-20. 
Vs 5--lived ( a.or as iff wholo life viewed as one scene on judgment 
d y) delic tely. l ived life of ntonnees (1 Tim 5:6 only other 
oocurrenoe of word}. Nourished lower physical sense of appetit • 

2. ~ouroe of riches, 4,6. Hire supposed to be given every night, 
Lev 19:13; Lk 10:? and vidently kept back on s e pretext and 
then could never be r covered. Hent even to the lengths of 
dragging into courts and condemning, 6. Prob reference to class 
or people (just) 1ho suf ered and not ref to X s Just 01-1e. 

3. Condemnation or judgment on rich. Lord 
heavenly power (vs 4) will soon p ar 
parousia not only marks th end of th 
an incentive for w iting--will have pr 

who commands rm1es of 
(3x bdltn&ng of Lord mentioned) 
period of waiting but sugge ts 
senoe of X to settle things. 

4. Attitude of Xn toward oppression from rich. ox thot of patience in 
7-12. and endurance. 
Do not oomplain, 9.Groan in Rom 8L?3; 2 Cor 5:2,4, Heb 13L7 grit. 

against one another. 
Look to T examples f suffering. d let them lead you to Lord 

who in the end showed Hi ~self pitiful Hnd tender lll3roy. 
Sympathetic --much bowels of compass ion fl!ld compassion te ( only 
Lk 6:36. 

!!o p rti 11 ty to be shown wh n come in'b:> 
No swearing, 12. Cf ft 5: 33. Oath so i r,pt 

from severe accus tion and 1aan't used 
of using it falsely made pious Jews at 
altogether. 

ssemble, 2:lff., 
in ·osaio law as cleaging 
on other oco sions. Fer 
ti e of .. quit using it 



Doctrine or Prayer 

I. For physical needs, 5:13-20. 

Afflicted in 13 only in 2 Tim 2:3 nd sp cial case or such affliction 
is sickness, la. For iord of .t 10:8; Lk 4:40. note aorists-
attitlllllocxo~ call and pray in 14 in cf to pray and sing to accompan
imont of stringed in~trucent 1n 13. Elders. 0 hows they were taken 
over trom synagogue and very early 1n church. They pray over him 
prob the over means by stretching hands over sick one. Oil as 
medicine widely used and aori<'!t points tu tl e anointing taking pl ce 
at same t1rte as prayer. Not sarre as extre unction bee James not 
ref to those on poi 1t of death but those sick. Save in physoial 
sense the s1ck--ail1ng and Lord shall raise from bed of sickneoa. 
And if he have coMnitted sins hich gave rise to his aicknes they 
shall be forgiven. But nee to confess that sin in ordor that person 
may he healed physically. Eom take healing of 16 to refer to 
general spiritual healing but even if it does there is ref "merely 
to such conf1.dences as v )Uld give a right direction to the~ pro.yers 
offered by one for the other. " ~{ayor,170~ 

kamno in vs 15 found in Heb 12:3 and Rev 2:3 only. Seems to refer to 
physical things. .A.nth neo used of physical in Mt 10:8,lLk 4: 40 and 
also means spiritual weakness. Rom 14:1,2; l Cor 8:11,12. 
Z~yor "I see no ground for the distinction .me.4e by same between 
a teno and kamno." 168. erding done. 

II. For mental needs, 1:6-8. 

spphia has Hebre, conception here and not Greek and ref rs to 
nthe most perfect principle of guidance in human action'' CrunbCr 13. 
Cf Lk 2:52. Ask--generally used of requests of inferior to superior. 
X never used aiteo. God gives withcm:t simplicity , 1.e. without 
seconda77 motive . Comes from idea of franknes~ and openheartedness. 
Opposed to tl:1a.t wr ich is deceitful. No reproaching for ingratitude. 
2 motives of human giving are avoided 1n God--i.e. seoondary 
motives and compl int on acct of favors unreturned. 

As&ing. In faith. No we.vering--deciding between 2. Such one is 
double souled--torn by conflicting desires. Unstable used of youthful 
fickleness. 

Answering. Above to those who · sk in faith. Nothing for unstable one. 

II : . For spiritual needs• 4: 1-3. 

The need,l. Lasting resentment end outbursts of p ssion. Private, 
not international contention. Lust wants more for self so may consume 
it in its pleasures, 3, not upon pleasure. Hut have right object in 
prayer, God not self. Prayer must never be made for other than 
God 's glory. 


