
A Legac_y of Light 

(2 Peter 1:16-21) 

Context (vv. 1-15) 

Peter expects to be with the Lord soon, and he wants to do all he can to remind them 

of certain spiritual truths and virtues. He anticipates that his writing will serve such a purpose 

even beyond his death. 

His writings will indeed serve as a passionate reminder to them and millions after 

them, ourselves included. His two epistles will be included in the canon, the authoritative 

Word of God. 

At this point he makes several important observations about the Word of God. 

I. The Bible Is An) ndisputable Word (vv. 16-19a) 

Peter sets forth himself as an eyewitness of the uniqueness of Christ. He is a witness 

for the credibility of God's Word. It is important to Peter that his readers appreciate 

the credibility of God's Word. 

Is the Bible credible? 

A. Manuscript Support (Bibliographic Test) 
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B. Claims and Consistency (Internal Test) Qumran 

C. Archaeology and History (External Test) 

Ebia Tablet 

II. The Bible Is An )lluminating Word (v. 19b) 

A. The Directive - "you do well to pay attention to it" 

B. The Description - "a light shining in a dark place" 

C. The Duration - "until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts" 

(cf. Num. 24:17; Rev 22:16) 



The Word of God illumines our lives daily, and shows the darkness ofthis world. 

'1t The darkness of the Medieval Church 

Ignorance 

Corruption 

Persecution 

,r The Light breaking through in Wycliffe and the Lollards 
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John Wycliffe 
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III. The Bible Is An) nspired Word (vv. 20-21) 

The Doctrine oflnspiration 

A. What? "God-breathed" (2 Tim. 3: 16) 

B. How much? "all Scripture" 

1. Every word (Prov. 30:5; Matt. 4:4) 

2. Every tense of a verb (Matt. 22:32) 

3. Every number of a noun (Gal. 3:16) 

4. Every letter and stroke of a pen (Matt. 5:18) 

C. How? "men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (here) 

It did not come from man's imagination, interpretation, or natural 

inspiration It came from God through men. 

Question: How did the personalities of the human writers play into the 

process of divine inspiration? 

D. So what? Because it is God-breathed, the Bible is: 

1. from God (1 Thess. 2: 13) 

2. Authoritative (Deut. 32:45-47; James 1 :25) 

3. Inerrant (Psalm 12:6) 

4. Sufficient (2 Peter 1 :3-4) 

5. Living and Dynamic (1 Peter 1:23) 

6. Personal and Precious (Job 23:12) 

A Legac!:J d light 




