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Undoubtedly one of the most favorite passages on prayer is contained in 
our Lord's words recorded in Matthew 7, beginning with verse 7: 

"Ask, and it shall be given 
it shall be opened to you. 
seeks finds, and to him who 

to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and 
For every one who asks, receives, and he who 
knocks it shall be opened." 

No one knows t h e blessing those words have brought to countless people 
through the centuries. And they're still true today. God wants us to 
come to Hirn in prayer, wants His children to speak to their heavenly 
Father, to ask, to seek, to knock, and to f ind and to receive the 
answers He has for us. Of course, these verses tell us we ought to be 
persistent in praying: ask, seek, and knock. The repetition itself 
tells us to be persistent. 

What I want to stress today is something that's contained in the il
lustrations that our Lord uses following those verses that I' ve just 
read. He goes on to say, "Or what man is there among you, when his son · 
shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone? Or if he shall ask him 
for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he? If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give what is good to those who ask Hirn!" In these 
verses , our Lord tells us that we should be trusting when we come to Hirn 
in prayer . I use the word "trust" rather than the word " faith " not 
because they're not synonymous--they really are--but I think today 
sometimes when we talk about faith we think it is something we can 
conjure up or generate. And if we generate enough of it, then of course 
God is bound to answer our prayers. What we need, we are told some
times, is just more faith, more faith. If you would just believe, then 
God will do what you 're asking. Faith becomes really something we try 
to generate in order to obligate God to answer our prayers . So in order 
to get away f r om that s lant, I want to use the word "trust. " 

Our Lord is telling us here to trust Him, to trust our heavenly Father. 
And He gives us three very important illustrations of that. He says in 
the first place that our heavenly Father will not do anything to deceive 
us. If a son asks his father for a loaf, will he give him a stone? And 
the answer is, no, of course not. Now , t he point of the illustration is 
simpl y that a loaf of bread looks very much like a stone, and to substi
tute a stone for a loaf would be very deceiving. The person is e xpect
ing something he can eat and enjoy , and instead he gets something that 
he can't e ven cut into. 

One time I was at a church and I was preaching on the temptation of 
Christ, and I s uggested that I hoped that whoever was having me for 
dinner would not try to turn stones into bread, because it wouldn 't work 
and we wouldn't have much d inner . When I got to the place for dinner, I 



found that they had a table laden with dishes that people had brought, 
and they let me go first. When I got to about the third dish, I thought 
I was looking at a very lovely homebaked loaf of bread. And I picked up 
the knife and started to cut a piece , and discovered that it was a 
stone. Somehow, between the service and lunchtime the folks n ad f ound 
this large stone that looked very much l ike a loaf of bread, and as a 
joke had put it on the table. Now of course that was very deceiving, 
and I didn't get anything to eat out of that plate at least. And our 
Father tells us here that we will not be deceived by Hirn. He'll do 
nothing to deceive us when we pray. 

For example, if we plead with God for blessing when we're really out of 
fellowship with Hirn , and if He shoul d bless us, perhaps we would be 
deceived into thinking that we really were in fellowship with Hirn. 
Sometimes God does bless us when we're out of fellowship. But on the 
other hand, if this happened regularly simply because we thought we had 
enough faith to get. our prayers answered, then perhaps we would be 
deceived into thinking that our spiritual condition and relationship was 
correct. Sometimes we might ask for leading when actually we're not 
willing to do anything that God wants us to do. And if God would give 
us leading in answer to that prayer, then we might be deceived into 
thinking that we were in fellowship with Hirn. He won't do anything to 
deceive us. He won't give us a stone instead of a loaf of bread. 

The second thing our Lord says is that He will do nothing to damage us. 
Verse 10 reads, "Or if we shall ask for a fish, he will not give the 
person a snake, will he?" Now, a stone for a loaf is only deceiving, 
it's not damaging. But a snake for a fish- - and of course again the two 
are similar in their shape-- would be often damaging. And God will do 
nothing in answer to our prayers that will damage us . So let's trust 
Hirn to do what is right and proper. 

I remember on an occasion when our children were much smaller that I was 
going to a meeting in a city where it was legal to buy firecrackers. 
And our kids were just beginning to realize the fun of firecrackers, but 
they're illegal where we lived. So they begged me for weeks before I 
went to that meeting to bring home some firecrackers. Now, I love my 
children--I'm a loving father- - and I want to do good things for them. I 
want to do the things that they will be pleased with. And I admit that 
I was tempted to bring home just a few "safe" firecrackers. But better 
judgment got the best of me, so I decided not to bring any. Also, I 
have a scar on my own leg from a firecracker accident when I was a 
chi ld. And if I was tempted I'd look at that scar and realize I did not 
want my children to have that same kind of scar or worse from a fire
cracker accident. So I came home without any firecrackers . And there 
was great weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth, and accusations 
that I didn ' t love them anymore, and so on and so on- -things which e very 
parent knows . But of course you also know that I was doing t h e best 
thing for them. I was keeping from them anything that might dama ge 
them. And God promises us that He'll do nothing in answer to our 

prayers that might damage us. 



-. 

Now the problem is that we're not omniscient--we don't know everything. 
God does. And sometimes we ask for things which really would damage us 
if God should give them to us. So we need to trust Hirn not to do any
thing that would deceive us or would damage us. 

In verse 11, however, there is a positive promise. God will do those 
things that will delight us: "If you then being evil"--and here's an 
interesting statement from our Lord addressed to the disciples who were 
the cream of the crop, in which He says that they were evil, so all men 
are--"if you then being evil know how to give good gifts to your chil
dren, how much more will your heavenly Father do the same for you?" God 
will give us good gifts, things that delight us; good gifts, gifts that 
won't deceive, gifts that won't damage, gifts that are good. Now, good 
gifts come from a Father who knows everything. Good gifts come from a 
Father who has planned everything and who knows the right time to give 
those good gifts to us. 

Sometimes when we pray we put deadlines on God, and God will not be put 
under our deadlines. He knows the best gift and He knows the best time 
to give that gift. Sometimes He knows the best g i ft would be to say 
"no." Sometimes He knows the best gift would be not to give it today or 
tomorrow or next month or perhaps not even in our life~irne, but to give 
it at the right time, because then it will be, in reality, a good gift. 
Trust Him, the Lord says, because He is our loving, heavenly Father. 

Now , this paragraph is followed immediately by a verse that we call "The 
Golden Rule": "Therefore whatever you want others to do for you, do so 
for t h em, for this is the Law and the Prophets." Why does this verse 
follow the section on prayer? Why are we told , after being given this 
v ery great promise about prayer, that we're to do for others as we want 
them to do for us? I think the connection is this: Do you like to have 
prayers answered? Of course you do. So do I. Do you like the good 
gifts that come from the hand of your heavenly Father? Of course. So 
do I. Now, the Lord says, if you like to receive, then do for others 
what you like . In other words, help others to receive God 's good gifts. 
You see, it takes three to be involved in an answer to praye=: It 
takes the person praying, it takes the heavenly Father who's guiding and 
guarding that prayer and the answer to it, and then it takes, almost i n 
all cases, someone or several other people who will be involved in the 
answer to that prayer. And God doesn't drop answers out of heaven, He 
usually moves people to be involved in the answers to our prayers . And 
that's why I think the Golden Rule is here after this paragraph on 
prayer. It's to remind us that not only can we come to our Father to 
ask, but we can be used by our Father to help others to receive the 
things they've asked for. 

"As you would that men should do to you, do the same to them, for this 
is the Law and the Prophets. " As you wish that people would help you 
when you have a need, you help them when they have a need. As you wish 
that someone would speak a kind word to you when you're discouraged, 
then you speak a kind word to somebody who's been longing for that and 
p leading with God for someone who would help them. As you would that 
you have some physical or monetary need and you want somebody to help 



you, then as far as possible be sensitive to God's leading and God's 
will in order that you might be a part of the answer to other people's 
prayers. 

When we read in books, biographies, of spectacular answers to prayers 
that other people have had, I think we ought to remember that there is a 
side of that that we don ' t read about . And that's the side of those 
people who are walking in fellowship with God, who are moved by God at 
the right time to give a gift, or to pay a visit, or to say a word, or 
to write a letter, who are involved in the answer to the earnest prayer 
of the person that we're reading about. In other words , there ought to 
be a book written not on "Answers I've Received," but on "Answers I've 
Been Involve:d In, Helping Others to Receive . " And that can be the 
experience of every Christian who is walking in fellowship with our 
heavenly Father. 

This is a great promise our Lord makes, and it ought to encourage us to 
come and to pray to Him. But to pray with complete trust that He will 
do what is right, when it's right, in the right way , and always to be 
sensitive to the fact that we can be involved in answering the prayers 
of other people. May God help us to pray like this, and to trust the 
One who gives good gifts to His children. 
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