
1 'Thess 1 

ELECTION REPORT 

Intro. v. 4. How to know elect. P might have seen 
books when caught into heaven. Lord's 
test was fruit. So apply there. After all, 

there were good reasons why we might t hink Thess. 
weren't really saved. (1) Background was against 
it for (a) Gentiles were already religious and 
Xnty m~ght have been just another rel to them 
Acts 17:4 (same word as of Athenians), and (b) 
many women and they take to rel easily and are fickle. 
(2) Exposure might have been short, 17:2 tho P 
may have stayed longer. (3) Persecution usually 
ends religious fervor and thess had plenty, cf Matt 13. 
But in spite of these things we have 2 reports 
on their Blect state. 

I. Report of Xn missionary. ~ 
Note: P was experienced by now tho 1st epistle. 
2nd journey. Thru 1 ch #ifht. Saved 17-18 yrs. 
In Lord's work 7-8 years. Pastor then miss. 

A. Work of faith,3. 
Proof in v 5. 
1. Negative--not merely .-.rds. 
2. Positive--power (not miracles bee need pl). 

eality and sincerity. u 
3. utward--much assurance to P. They knew it too, 

5b. 
Salvation is charac terized by faith alone. h Is yours? 

B. Labor of love,3. 
Proof v. 8. 
l. Kind of love--iatiguing work. Stronger than ergos 
2. Extent--All in country heard. /above. 
3. Result--no missionary nee. Indigenous ch. 

Our service is characterised by love. Define. Is yours? 

C. Patience of hope, 3. Proof v 6-7• 
1. Kind--endurance under trial, Heb 12:3. cf 2 Th l. 
2. Extent--2 1hess l. 
3. Result--v 7--types to others. 

Hope is characterized by endurance. Is yours? 

II. eport of heathen, 9-10. ~ -~ ' 
Same thing. Do t hose around you say thesethings? 



A WINNING WITNESS 
Successful Service 

1 Thess 2~1-12. 

Requirements for winning witness 

Intro--Secret of P's success. Or no missionaries 
in list of gifts. bee all Xns are. Why don't all 
do. Prerequisites to it. Or election of Thess 
attested to by P and heathen in ch l; now by 
Thess themselves • 

I. Have to LOVE, 2+4 • ~~ 
A. The Truth, 3. • ~ ;;v,,..~j"A 

P preached and exp1ained the gospel--went into 
it thoroughly (exhortation). ~ ~ ~ 
1. Source of it not in e;:!_or. Convinced of that? 
2. Secret of it not in its appeal to uncleanness. 
3. Sending of it not with impure motives. 

No deliberate intention to deceive. dolos from 
d~laar, bait. No b~iting.r~c.lw,y -

Do you love the truth of gospel unhesitatingly. 

B. The Work, 4. 
P was tes ted and approved (dokimazo). None were 
novices. 
1. P. saved 17-18 yrs and ·mi ss. 7-8. 

At Arabia, home, Antioch, 1st a nd 2nd oourneys. 
2. Silas, Acts 15:22--leader among brethren. 
3. Tim. Aets 16il--well reported. ◄ 1 

Only way to be approved is to start working where 
you can. Love to do anything and will get bi gger jobs, 

C. Not Self, 2. 
Prefers to trouble at Philippi. 
_1. Not comforts, jail 
2. Not rights, Roman citizen beaten. 
3. Not ease, Satanic opposition with gi~l. 
4. No pride, river bank. 

Love of self will keep from witnessing more than all. 

' II. Have to LABOR, 5-9. ~,,.:_, ~ 
A. Labor in selflessness, 5-6. 

1. No undue influence--flattery i__n sense of usi ng 
'...Jt-.u. ~ r' iJ..-1 ~ Z, lli,~ 

influence for own ends. ~0~1 

2. No coveteousness, cf v 9.Mask of. 
3. No self-glory. Desire to show self off or 

be popular. P could have but never did. 



fv\,11-,1\~ 
B. Labor with gentleness, 7. ~ l-, 

Handled them with care--taught them on their 
level. As n~rs~ng ~other warms child at 
breast. :: p "5:29 of X and ch. rJ,.,.,,,.1-1--/. 
Warm not burn with truth. Corn at certain 
stage fine. Don't blame for no ears when young. 
Vb of noun nurse is feed. 

C. Labor with will i ngness, 8-9. 
1. To give gospel . 
2. To give self as parent would, 1 Jn 3:15. 
3. To give time in job so no charge for 

gospel . Ch evidently poor bee 2 Cor 8-9 
even tho Jason and chief women . 

Winning witness demands patien~ giving of 
selfless all to people. 

III. Ha~e to L~V~ , 10-12. . ~ 4, L.:,ti. 
A. s12a:JJ~d-;'1 {~ .41-< Holif;'::~2od, right, man; 

wi thout' :1rlJ1"l, self . 
'"ik EP.~ 1 f' 4 u-. Ev~ 

B. Metbod, 11. exhort (be earnest) 
comfort (be sensible and take 

~,~ into account circumstances) 
charge (be firm and uncompromising) 

~ E./'4 c.K 'J (?j 4,.... 
c: Result, 12. dthers walk worthily. God is 

standard. Note that witness not only involves 
leading to X but leading on as att 28 says . 

Concl. v 1--P's ministry not empty and 
proof was testimony of his converts. Not his 

own testimony for easy to build self up in . 
- eyes o:f people, but testi r ony of others 

who recd his ministry . Do you have anybody 
whom you could cal~ on who would testify these 
things of you. Your children, S.S . Class, 
business assoc. people in ch whom you've 

k \ in LI ha.lp ed. r , 



1 Thess 2:4 

Apr:.roved of God 

Intr o. Sal by erace , but so e thines in Xnty on works 
and reward basis . Background of this verse . 
Show what things in P1 s life God used to test him and 
to find out i f he was a proven quantity . /}i 

lb..,...., h- -nw, ""rM--f. ~ l--l. ~ . f' 5....,..,.J,1J,~r 
Difficulties of P>-.:.. . ">-->' ,_ 1-y 

I . ~pprovea in Studies . &-, 

A. Chronology. Acts 9: 22 Gal 1:17 then Acts 9: 23 • 
• Activity. Learni~g truth of God f or J yrs . 

But don I t forget he was building oil' 20 previous yrs 
of study in Rabbinical schools • 

• Activity di not incl ude witnessing . Didn ' t dry up . 
C Approved bee fled f ound He could trust him with 

stu yine; . And P passed. Bis epistles show that . 
Dif ficulties of 

II . i.\pproved in Surroundings . 
~JJ 1-n-{1 

A. Chronology. Arabia, Damascus, Jerusalem, Tarsus . 
Acts 9:2?-31 . Then next mention in 11:25. P home 

- t -a out 7 ears . Svr,-, 
3 . Surroundi.gs. Gone off to be rabbi . Ho~e boy 

turned Xn. Don't know whether lived with family 
or separately but did live in sa'l'fle city. No Xn ~ 2J1 /~ 

church to help . Prob no other Xns there at time.~ 
C. Approved in this . Showed he could live Xn lif e 

i n diff . surroundings before God gave him public 
ministry at age 4.5 . 

III . Approved in Difficulties of Service . 

A. Chronology. Up to writing of 1 Thess P had 
had 1 journey and 1 c urc fight . 

B. Activity. 
11'1 . Opposition. Stoned at Lystra, Acts lh :19 . 
\..i i. Disappointment. Jn Mark returned from Perga. 

J. Doctrinal differences . Judaisers who were 
brethren, Acts 1.5 : .5 . P didn ' t say 11Let 1 s look 
at the 9.5% with which we agree . " .Stood for 
truth and against men who held error ., c. Annrov.ed in difficul\ies o service, ana then God 

ga1te him greater service . 
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1 't£'hess 3 

CAUSES FOR CONCERN IN THE CHURCH 

Intro--As you look at the ch and fellow b 1 what 
gives you cause for concern? Lack of buildings and 
facilities. Lack of money. Llok of men. When start 
a mission what concerns your prayer life for that 
mission. New students in school. Divine pattern in 
experience of P. Short time at Thess, Acts 17:2;· 
Couldn't go back, peace bond. Concnd about church. 

I. SUFFERI NGS, 2:13-3:4. 

A. Cause of, 2:14-20. 
I.From own countrymen. In Judea true and in Thees 

from Gentiles. Hate of gospel and truth. 
2.From God--fill up sin away, 16--to show evil 

and therefore righteous punishment. 

B. Character of, 2:14-20. 
1. Death as with X.and pro phets. 
2. Persecution as with P and Thess. 7\rU; {w,;,~ ~ 

C C ~ 3 1 4 ,,,., --,. ,;..,YU4-r' ,t-..;.., • ure .Lor, : - • _.,,, "? s....,,;.t~'..;,. 
1. Not relief from. 3:3a. Flattered away from Xnty 

in (not by) midst of afflictions. 
2. Realization they are part of being Xn. 

Set, 3b. Strong word as Phil l:l'J:,; t 5:14. 
Should1 ~~ Divinelyha~~ointed. Proxy 5U!Iering, Ep ~-~j. 

II. SATAN, 3: 5 

A. CU11H1&e Devices of Satan. 2:18--hindered A,,t;'/1)1 
1. Hinders, 2:18. Thru peace bond. 
2 •• Tempts. Matt 4. Ptc used as noun bee this 

is most charac t eristic of him. Cogntaf'eit. 

B. Defeat of Satan, 3:11. God make straight path. 
l Jn 4:4. Power of indwelling God, X, RS. 
Secret of victory is to realize insuff. of self. 

II I . SHORTCOMI NGS, 3:6-13. (-~ )(I.,,. 
Intro--6-8. Tim retd with good report. P at Athens, 
Tim and Silas at Berea and Ti m got to At hens ls) . 
Both met P 'at Corinth. P discouraged bee 4 failures 
Phil, Thess, Beaea, Athens. Good news,6, of faith, 
love, longing to see P. This was life to P, 8, 3 Jn 4. 
To you? But with all praise he realizes lacks yet. 



A. cause, 10. Faith means more t han first 
act of believing. Includes life of growth. 
Commission includes teaching. Natural to have 
lacks. No finished product until heaven. 

~ Need katartizo, 10, completion, Matt 4:21 of 
mending nets, Gal 6,1, Eph 4:12. 

B. Cure, 1iph 4:12--thru ministers. 
2. Tnru prayer, 10 
3. Thru God's power, 11. 
4. Thru love, 12-13, love with the purpose, 13, 

hearts est blameless in state of holiness 
wefore God with all holy ones. 

Note three cures which run throughout chpt. 
ork of ministers of God, (and ordi nary Xns 

on each other), prayer to God for victory over 
Satan, and knowledge of truth of God as e.g. v. 3-4. 
God doesn't get away from t hese basic and simple 
things. These zaekazsh0az~z dangers should be 
constant concern and shou ld be alert to the cures. 

$df . 
S4on~__,-)" 

,·.,..~ -h,f..r-,1 1~ 
s." :t -- .. . 
5~, i:.-,.. ..,_:, ....... . , . •. 

f.f...w..,._,._,1 ~ 
I. fh i k-i >k, ~ 

7. i....,..,_ 
j. f-1,,.. ~ (l.~ 



1 Thess 4:l-l2 

HOW TO PLEASE GOD 

c.,.tl'! ~~· ... -,.,:. 
-~.....,, 

Intro--Hear people say "If I ju.st knew the will of 
God." Here it is in clear statement. Historical 
sit. Pin Thess short time, had ~o leave, Tim sent 
back, good report, now P- in exhortation part of epis. 
and urging them to continue to abound1in things that . evanRe ism please God. This was part of P's message ,1-2. 

I. Abstinence, 1-8. ~.(~ -..., t,;,,-~e,,-tv>rJvi11,1 ~#,"'-' 
A. Explanation of sanetification, 3a. Separation 

Separate unto God, 1 Cor 1:30, and course of life 
which such separated personsklive, Rom 6:19, here. 

All bel are sanctified, Heb 10Ji~~' Called saints. 
It is a state which we have and :~r~fi1 :icfollow 
after, Heb 1a:14. Girl with candy. She separated 
itpto . herself and from1others. Both pos and neg. ositionaI, practica, prospec~ive. 
B. Example 0£ sanctification, 3b. Chastity. 

Porneia covered all kinds of i mpurity includ 
whom one marries, Acts 15,29 . Acquire mastery 
over vessel ~ow!l'1>1;dy and/otP-tff:lfe). Not to 
discipline seef in matters of flesh and lust means: 

l. Dishonor self,5 bee bear similarity to Gentiles 
instead of X. Shame name of Xn. Jas 4:4. 
Illus. name carved on desk in Edinburgh. 

2. Defrauds others, 6. Brother means all men. 
Impurity robs others. Adultery esp in view. 

3. Despises God, 8. Lit-seJs aside commands of God 
given thru apostles • ..,_ ..., r~-~~ ~ ~1-1({)...; . 

C. Experience of sanctification, 8b. Gift of HS. 
Rom 6:19 in context. How much holier this year? 

II. Affection, 9, 10. 

A. Source, Axiomatic te aching of God. 
B. Extent, all brethren esp those you have to do with . 
C. Expression, hospitality, Heb 13. At Thess , being 

central would have opportunities. 
D. Expansion, increase·. Familiarity breeds love in 

Xns . J n 13: 34. 
E. Meaning or explanation. Seeking good in other. 

Illus. of unlabeled cans. 



III. Ambition, 11-12. 

Lit-love honor, be anxious of distinction in 
certain things. . 
A. Be anxious to be distinguished ~7 in being 

quiet. Opposite of restless, restfull in 
our Xn life bee properly adjusted to will 
of God in everything. If self magnified 
then restless, if X restful. Word used of 
physical rest, Lk 23:56 and keeping still, 
Acts 21:14.. cf Jas 3:15-16 for same idea. 

B. Be axious to tend to own affairs. Be diligent 
in doing what God gave you to do, 2 The 3:11 
some were . busybodies. 

C. Be a~xious to 
teaches us to 
strive not to 

'j);.,~1""1-'11""-' 
work, 2 Thess 3:12. Xnty · 
be giving to others and to 
need help. Be independent. 

D. Be anaious to please God by winning soul,, 
2 Cor 5:9 t1/1. ~~~f,,"' £.Mi {J.1J11Ct.N, lfb"'4. 

E. Be aJU:ious to please God by preaching 
to those who have not heard, Rom 15:20. 

What . are your ambitions in life? and for your 
children? These are the ways to please God 
and they cover the Xn's life, love, labor. 

6-:.. <'U 

\Nill 'l't< 
~.Ju,., -,..,lt.t,• {f"k £': l'{', {7 

Wvrlt- ~ I-{ £2;,/A. G, ; , 

s~ 1T1if11 

f/\"1 ~..,;,-~I ..,. (A~ /fl £'· /7,tf 

~ y I f...t 2✓- 11,u" 



HOPE IN DEATH AND DARK DAYS 

l 1rhess 4:13-11$" 

~~-~ .. ~,( 

Intro--Background of These. Persecution brot 
restlessiess which brot l Thees 4:11. Part of 
restlessness traceable to (1) uncertainty as to fate 
of those who had died before X's return and (2t._1].,:/o-/1-
seeming delay in that return and relief for living. 
P had preached a lot abou t second coming while in 

hess (II 2:5) and restlessness Tim prob learned of 
on his visit. P says don't worry about dead and sorrow 
not as others. OK to sorrow as X did, Jn 11:33, and 
P, Phil 2:27, but not as ~r~. ~y? 3 reasons. 

<--,j~""{J~ . 
I. e have a PREVIEW, 4. 
A. The fact of X's res. 1st class cond, since we bel. 

Granted that we bel. Go to Jerus. Empty tomb must 
be accounted for in some way. Stolen, by enemies, 
friends, spiritualized, risen. Bodv , rose. , 

)\ , ,rt f't,i" 0 /' .J .. . I ~ j :t 
~ - ,.,,/;../'i •, )7 ~•~wt,,ft.,_ 

B. The Guarante• of X's res. fp, i•J., ,.//. 11).s,4 
1. Bela only sleep. X died bee bearing sin. Bel 

sleeps bee hold of death only temporary and 
res assured. Sleep thru Jesus, ~e. deahh 
transformed to sleep thru work of Jesus. 

2~ They are in His presence now. Brigg is lead. 
He leads them not revives them. 

3. They will share in future kgdom, with Hi1 • 

II.We have a PROMISE, 15. 

A. Basis of it, word of Lord. Either unrecorded 
saying of X as Acts 20:35 or direct rev to P. 

B. Content of it, Dead will have advantage of 
being raised before we are changed. Forest Lawn • 

III.We have a PICTURE, 16-17. 
. t: .l~~~ 

A. A Return , 16. Lord Himself . Accompanied by 
B. A Resunction, 16, Dead in X 1st. 

. iw,­
.st.t~ 

M·"''l.\.~ 
angels. 

C. A Rapture, 17. Slight interval . La tin for caught .... ~ ,,. 
up in vs. , .~ 

D. A Reunion, 17. Meeting in air with loved ones 
and Lord and on to heaven . Cuaght up same as 
2 Cor 12:2J ~ev. 12: 5• This is forever . eating 

e, ~~r; destiny and home in heaven. 
Coner~ M'ncouragement , 18 for sorrowing and for 
those restless bee Lord hasn't come yet. 



letter of 2nd century: 
" I rene to Taonnophris ·and Philon, greeting! 
I was as muc h grieved and shed as many tears over 
Eumoiros as I shed for Di dymas. I did every t hi ng 
tha t was fitting and so did my whole family. 
But still there is nothing on e can do in the face 
of such trouble. So I leave you to co mfort 
yoursel'fes. Farewell." 

In Thess there is an inscription on a sepulchre 
which "told the bystaader that after dea th there 
is no r evival, after t he grave no meeting of those 
who have loved eac h other on earth." Conybeare and H. 

Sl"'? ..J;i,~ ~ . 
i. e-~ ~ UAM- /; ,(Afi,,:r' 

i.-.-,-~ - vMl. ~ . 
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Uf-~~:l.W-<-
~ IS ORTH LIVING 

SAUL µuL 
.., 

l These 5•12-24 

~-- Si...~ 
BY )ilSHOP . . ~ 

Intro--All life .has rules. Spee~ limits etc. Even 
proponents of positive thini:ing have rules. So Xn 
life has too. Even to good p~ople in good churches. 
e.g. Thees. Even this good church needed to be 
reminded how to get along. And only when get along is 
life worth living. 

I. With Saints, 12-13; 19-21. In Church. 

A. Rules for governors, 12. Ch not demon.racy. 
1. Labor, ls3, toil. 
2. Preside, guide, superintend.--;T..;..J: t./ 
3. Admonish, put in m)..nd. Teach (know 1st) and .:vllf 

then counsel on basis of teaching. ~~.,,,. 

B. Rules for governed, 12-13. 
1. Appreciate, know. Need to have full view; i.e. 

realize they are doing more than what affects you. 
2. Esteem (think highly) in love. Bee of their work. 
3- Be at peace. No fights, feuds, schisms. 

C. Rules for group,. 19-21. l?...-1--v 
l. Help each other, 14. 

a. Exhort out of line (military term as2 Th 3s6,ll , 
Evidently those who didn't work. Today those 
who think worid ores them a living. 

b. Encourage liitf~'s~u~ed. Those who may have 
been troubled or discouraged as over prov of 
1 Thess 4. 

c. Support weak in trials. 
d. Be longsuffering. J~M/ ~ 

t . Oh J.-,,.,4. 

II. With Society, 15. In the Crowd. 
A. Don't retialiate. 
B. Pursue good. Agathos, that which is helpful in 

its results. 

- III. With Self, 16-24. , In the Closet. 



if".Ji.~; -~<¢"' 
A. B happy, 16. What for? Not circumstances, 

but growth of other Xns and own aal in X. 
Rejoice in trib. 

B. Be~·r~~erful, 17~J Hacking cough. 
&,. Jt,'f:l 'l>1s~ '{,rt-1..1 

C. Be Pa ticular, ~2. J , ~J.tf-.J 
Anything that appears evil don't mess with.17,,,.1":,'f 

D. Be holy, 23-24. Perfect in nature (~ty) and 
complete i ;/extent (whole). God will help. 

I 
2. Don't hinder HS, 19-21. 

A. Don't put fire out, quench. More advanced 
in acedonia so might think , too much evidence 
of HS fanatic i sm • .,.. !,vtW , 1, ~J.vrtl 

b. Don 't think lightly of prophesyings as 1 Cor 
c. But guard by testing, gift of discernment 

meant in v. 21. 

,n 1.,ur 

12. 



STOP THAT THIEF u~a).d( 

1 Thess 5:1-11 
C-C>". ~,.,, 

. . 1>,._, 1 k<.(_ 

Intro. Certain things in Bible we should know about. 
Taken for granted. Eschatology one of t hem. P at 
<niess. shibrt time but taught eschat. Rapture ch 4 
not known but (de, strong adversative) times and seasons 
they did know from OT. Certain things take for granted 
a person ~ows bee he studies his Bible. 01 C,11-t.. JJ-t,'7. 

-""'P~ k,.-1'-'1:11,-1,. ,~:J •'i · 

I. Meaffi.n'g·' of the Thtmf, 1-2. Who? ·r,._-.. ~ -
Day of Lord , ,..,,,-~ i...v m-_,4 ~ (.,;, ,u..,,.. • 

A. Definition of Day of Lord. Look in OT. Get all facts. 
Amos 5:18; Isa 2:12; Joel 1:15. General idea but 
we want to know2 particular things abou t it--

B. Distictives (seasons, quality woril). J..~.rf;~-d:~ 
1. Day of judgment, Joel tJ,;15. -H,fJ...:1"- J~ .'i ~-

2. Day of blessing., Isa 4. Both included.4½l-~7b J.i.,(.3"-1 

C. Duration (times., quantity word). Trib and mill. 
Note: P talking about coming of day here., not 2,f-c,YJi fo 

whole period., so about judgment aspect • . 
~~ ..;..ii. b,r11,. Q-11 1"il.S";'J ;;, fl,1-,-"),#, g ~p1..t1, -, ~.-~ >- fllr1,t ,'1 -1r. ,-i,.; .. / 1! ~"~ 1-rr:I,. 
II. Method of the Thief., 3. How? 

A. Delusion., Ja. When say peace and safe;;y. 
Deesn 1 t mean trouble at hand but people don't think so 
Illus. CAC at door. 

B.Destruction J-b Separation fr. God. No wise ( ou., me) 
escape. Judgments of trib and judgment of hell. 
Expand with Rev 4-19 as time. 

I II .Message of t he Thief., 4-11. What we can learn. 

A. Examination, 4-5. Do you belong to light, i..e. 
to X who is the light of the world. 

B.Exhortation, 6-8. •t..tt ;wJ ,(..,,..•f:B 

1. Watch., mental alertness. Opposite of sleep which 
is indifference to spiritual things. 

2. Be sober, stable. Opp of excitability of drunk. 
C. Encouragement/ by putting on breastplate of 

"''
11 faith and love, and helmet of sal. 

1. No wrath, cf 1:10--on living, no trib., Rev 6:17; 
2. Full sal. Thru x. '"I,..,., c,w-..'' ,i,0 

Cohcl. As you look ahead are you confident bee belong 
~ X~ If Xn be alert and stable, not flighty • 
..J.,_ ~ --.. .-~ ,-.,...:.., . ~ ~ rJ et..-« . . -

~'f.;-VA,_ ~ 'ti.,;,,.! ~ J...:... ,h_U:,.. I ► ...,,. At CAf'"llt...; )l I\ i.,Jr
0 L....., FIJ./.t tA _ 
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