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Dear Dr. Ryrie: Our church is considering allowing divorced men to be on its board of elders. 1 
Timothy 3 :2 says an elder must be the "husband of one wife." Does this mean at one time or only one 
wife throughout his life? Using God's Word, can you elaborate on this topic? --Mel S. 

Dear Mel: There are usually three different interpretations offered for the meaning of "husband of one 
wife" (1 Tim. 3 :2 and Titus 1:6 for elders; 1 Tim. 3: 12 for deacons). One is that it means married only 
once during the entire lifetime. The second is only one living wife, that is, one could be remarried after 
the death of a spouse. The third is only one wife at a time, that is, no bigamy or polygamy. This third 
view seems least likely simply because the Greeks and Romans did not practice polygamy, so the 
prohibition was unnecessary. (They did have more than one woman in their lives but only one wife.) As 
to a second marriage after the death of a spouse, Paul does allow for this (1 Cor. 7:9, 39), but that may or 
may not apply to elders and deacons. The reverse phrase "wife of one husband" in 1 Timothy 5:9 
apparently means married only one time, which supports the first of the interpretations above. 
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