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Dear Dr. Ryrie: Since Mary was the only person ali ve at the time the 
gospels were written who could verify the facts of the virgin birth 
(assuming Joseph, Elizabeth, and Zacharias were gone), how can we be 
sure that she was telling the truth? All the major doctrines of fundamental 
Christianity are based at least partly on the virgin birth, not the least of 
which is the doctrine of salvation. Jesus could have been taught by His 
mother that He was virgin-born in order to ease the stigma of the other 
option. The only answer I have been able to find is that the Bible is 
infallible and that God doesn't lie. Is that what I have to rely on? --Kinda 
S. 

Dear Dr. Kinda: Theoretically, I suppose one might suppose Mary was 
fabr icating the story of the virgin birth of Jesus, but the accounts in 
Matthew 1 and Luke 3 would then have to be lies. Ultimately, that the 
Bible is true is what we base our confidence on. It is interesting that what 
details we have of the virgin birth are in Luke's gospe l, for one might 
expect that Mary would be more willing to talk to Dr. Luke about thi s than 
just anyone. 
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