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70 . (from LSO, Tuesdciy, September 30, 1997 

Subject: ls it biblica l for Christia ns to pay income tax? 

Dear Dr. Ryrie: A man in Florida 1s soliciting a book about the "donations" U.S. citizens make 
to the IRS. He maintains that we are not required by the U.S. Constitution to file personal 
income taxes, that 1t is strictly voluntary . My dilemma ts where does a believer draw the line 
between citizenship in Amenca ( filing federa l inco me tax ) and being able to extncate himself from 
a seemingly corrupt, unfair system which mav be strictly voluntar\· after all'> I believe that as a 
citizen of the U.S .. I am obligated to support what God has erected as government m my life. -­
Tom I. 

Dear Tom: People who sav \ Ve do not have to tile income ta ,\ ill eventually find themselves 
filing from inside a pnson Put vourselfback 111 the days of Je.,us Under the Ro man system of 
taxation, a tax collector like Zaccheus could buy the nght to co llect taxes and then levy pretty 
much what he wanted to The ,aesars 111 Rome orlen lived extravagantlv ;-in.1 m adultery and even 
homosexuality. But the Roman c1t1 zen could no t e. tn ate himse lf from r' ,1i CL)ITUpr system as far 
as gettmg out of pavm~ ta , e" On the other h,md Rome did p10\.1de 1t •; c1tllens wnh certam 
benefits like roads, aqueduct -'l'ld a lega l ;;vstem. which \\:ere paid tor l°' \. taxes Our Lord sett led 
the question you ra ised \,vhen He aid to pa Ca esa , \\hat 1, due Cae.:i,H (l\:l q1 22 21 \ 
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