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Tuesday, August 12, 1997 

Subject: Women in church leadership roles 

Dear Dr. Ryrie: I am confused about the issue of women's roles in the church, primarily due to 1 
Corinthians 14. I recently went to a revival service in which the evangelist was a woman, and I knew 
that the Spirit of God was with her. I feel sometimes that I am held back from doing God's will because I 
don't understand this Scripture and therefore hesitate for fear of doing the wrong thing. --Kelly S. and 
Todd 0. 

Dear Kelly and Todd: The role of women in public ministry has changed considerably in these last 
years. Now we see conservative denominations ordaining women and placing them in the roles of sole 
or associate pastors of individual congregations. Recently I attended a large rally, and when all the 
pastors present were asked to stand, I guessed one-fourth of those who stood were women. Since most 
consider a pastor to be the or one of the elders in a local church, then such can only be a man, for he is to 
"be the husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 3:2). No woman can meet that qualification! We know from Titus 
2:3-5 that older women are to teach younger women in the church. Not fully understanding the 
Scriptures about this subject need not hold you back from serving. Just be certain that you are fulfilling 
your role as a godly woman. And if you have children, ministering to them is the most important role 
you could have during the years they are in your home. 
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