
Dear Linda: In the days of Adam and Eve, God communicated directly with them and their children. 
Perhaps when God killed the animals to provide their skins with which to clothe Adam and Eve (Gen. 
3 :21 ), He also said something (not recorded) about killing humans. While the text does not record 
everything God told them, Cain evidently knew that murder was wrong, since he did not challenge the 
legitimacy of God's judging him. Cain only complained that it was a judgment too much for him to bear 
(Gen. 4: 13). Many things were sins before the Mosaic law was given (Gen. 6:5). 

19. (from LSO, Tuesday, April 8, 1997) 

Subject: Where will I go immediately after I die? 

Dear Dr. Ryrie: Ifl, as a Christian, died today, would I immediately be in heaven? Or would I be in the 
presence of God and be in heaven after the seven years of tribulation? -- Geoff T. 

Dear Geoff: When a Christian dies, his or her body (the material part) is placed in a grave ( or disposed of 
in some way), and the immaterial part (soul and spirit) go immediately into the Lord's presence in heaven. 
There is no stop or waiting in purgatory. Notice what Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5: 8: "To be absent from 
the body [ at physical death] is to be at home with the Lord." Also Philippians 1 :23: "to depart and be 
with Christ." At the rapture of the church, Christians will be raised and given resurrection bodies which 
will be joined with their souls and spirits which have been conscious all the time (Revelation 6:9-10--no 
soul sleep as some teach). 

20. (from LSO, Wednesday, April 9, 1997) 

Subject: Are Jews going to heaven? 

Dear Dr. Ryrie: Are non-Messianic Jews who are practicing Judaism and believe in God the Father 
saved? -- Julio D. 

Dear Julio: The Bible is very clear about the requirement for salvation: "There is no other name [except 
the name of Jesus] under heaven ... by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). This applies to all--Jews 
and Gentiles. Otherwise, Paul certainly wasted a lot of time and effort trying to convince Jewish people 
that they needed to believe in Jesus (e.g., Acts 9:20, 27; 13:39 [spoken to Jews in their synagogue at 
Antioch]; and 28:31). 

21. (from LSO, Friday, April 18, 1997) 

Subject: How could a good God, in a sense, create evil? 

Dear Dr. Ryrie: If God truly is good, benevolent, and all-powerful, how is it that evil can exist in a 
world he created? Isn't that tantamount to God doing evil (which, by definition is impossible, with good 
being defined as God's will)? -- Brian T. 

Dear Brian: This is a question that is not easy to think about carefully. God is not only good, 
benevolent, and all-powerful, but He is also all-knowing. And that all-knowing God chose a plan for this 


