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~ VELATION 17-18 THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON 

____ __ IJ:1 the mi ddle of the llth_century a __ • -
noblewoman scB.ndalized EnglE.11.d by riding } l - nude on her horse through the · village market 

___ ...._pl_~g e __ Qf~ qy~p._t :r:y, ~l l egedJ..y __ to r educe the __ _ 
. taxation of her subjects (see Ency . Brit. 

----:::iarti cle)·-. - I:.-ady -God i va ·l i ves ·on t oday in variec 
_______ ways fr.om _delici_ous _chocolg.te candy to tho_u 

sands o f .People who do not understand the 
----~urpose ·and importance of clothes in public . 

___ ---.-filJ,§.. will ride __ .:i-_n i;b,e f"!:_lture-2-_s_ ~~11, t hough _ 
in Rev . 17 and 18 she is gaudi l y c l othed, her 

----.-·-· horse becomes the Antichri·s t · beast and his 
___ kingdom, and _little Coventry becomes Babylon, _ 

the Vanity -Fa ir marketplace of the wo r ld o n 
----the brink of ·its destruction. -·I f your please, 

she will be Satan ' s witch in the Hallowec~ 
-----of Tribulation riding Antichrist' s b~oom . 
----------------- ----- ----- -··- --- - -

) 
- ~ - The e nti r e scene in Re~e~ation 17-18 

revolves around the relationship of an 
---- adulterous woman to a scarlet beast which she 

is _ridi~g i n_]. 7_: 3: 
----:- - ------- --

--·--To -understand t hese very d i ff i cult and comple~ 
_______ chapter~, _wp.ich_ descri be _t12e _!" ise and _f_all _q~ 

future Babylon we must begin wi th the context. 
---The £.Qntext--imw§=diately p receding is ·the ·---::-· 
___ _§_e_v~nth _ J:?owl :'!'."hich states, '~Ancf Baby lon t}:le __ L. 

great was r emembered before .God, to give her 
---- the cup of His f i erce wrath" - ( 1 6 : 19). - The -

word for " remember " here has a basic reflex_i.v e 
----s- ense· of " remindi-ngonese l-f ~ -o that- God i s -
----_...-eminded ,--a·s ·i t -~were,- of His Old Testament -::-

: prophe tic promises to u ~ti~_~t~l y destroy ~~by----
. lon. The similar express·ion in 18: ~ , "God : -- J - - has -remembered- her -iniquities , 'L -has the -basic 

_ ·sen se of •~kee ping something in mind'~_ QE. _ _:_pe~ng 
: mindful of sometFiing, 11 so that God has r emem

- ---.--·-_bered each· ·of -Babylon 's ·mountain· of sins 
. · · · ~ · _ (see allusion to OT _ tower) _and will doubly __ _ 

-~· judge precisely both t he whole (sin ) a nd each 
-----,.-,art - (s i n s) .- ~---,-------- ----,,.---,----

. . 

When we begi n the 17th chapter , we r ead 
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~ .µ s:: in 1 7 : 1-2 , 

--:µ-·-•~L,S----~•-And one of th~ seven ·angels who had the ·seven 
__ ~ g Z1 _E9_~-~~-. J_se~~in_gJy, ~_he seventh angel ~J~o..:.J:1_~ci __ _ 

a, m ju;:;t poured out Babylon's bowl). ,. . • . " 
.... ..Q_ ~-- - . 

~ ~ ~ · The· ca"ntext immediately following -~-s. __ ··---~--
- .µ r-1 C(j ·-a heavenly celebration of the 11 great harlot's" 
- .µ-~ -"8 ·-:fall;--who was · corrupting· the earth with her -- -
--~ .c: __ ~ i~orali ty_ and_ martyring_ God's __ bondservants : __ _ 

.µ ~ ~ .(cf. 19: l-2) _____ _ ______ --·--·-·· 
-- . -a,·.µ· 0 

~ ~:~ _ ·-·· ... The reason that the context is important . 
.c:r-1r-1 is because chh. 17-18 have usually been divide 
•a, § -~ -into two entities : (ecclesiastical or religious 
> - -r-1 Babylon in ch. 17 and commercial Bab_yloz:i _i~ ___ _ 
. ~ i::·!: .. cli~ 18) ·arid···-tw6 .tfine per1ods -(beginning and 

--~~~- middle·of Tribulation in ch. -17 and end of 
o ~ .the Tribulation in ch. lB). But it seems o-~ =_ ·•··pr.eferable·to-·see here the fail ·-of one- s·ystem 

. __ f}_i::g !d --or entity. the great harlot --system of Babylon 
.µ.µ = (16:19, 17:1,- 18:2, 19:1-2) at the en~f 

---~-g ~ -the.-Trihulation -PeriocC (C6: rr=-2Y) . Tlius, -: 
---~ i-f--:-chapter --1.J. explains the -mystery· {-17-: 5-, 1) , -----

.-&,:=: ~ --~-n~ <:=hapt~l:"~_8 _exeounds. !:~e_j~_clgrnent. ____ 1'E~----= n:s u consxstent emphasis in both chapters of severa: 
.. :~~ -0 - --concepts w_i-11 confirm this .. -as the plain mean-

.µ s:: .µ ing of the text: her inµnorali ty ( 1 7: 2, 4-5; 
ti) ·,.lo,rf,-- - . . - ---- . . . •------· ----· .. . . ·- --- ·--· . - ·•. . . . - . -·· - ·. - -- .. 

· · o · u .µ ·10·: 3 ~ 7, 9 f 19: 2) , her weal th · ( 17: 4, 18: 3, 16, 17, -=-~ ~ ---19) , . .:her--persecution --(17: 6 ,· --1-8 ~ 24, --19: 2) ,-.---- -
___ tn _ _H ~?d her _s treng_th_. as_ -~-9.rea t city ( 16 : 9 ; 1 7 : 5 '···
· ··•r-1 ~- o -ra ;78: 2",~10-;-16 ~8-19, 211 , 
. -~-~ g - . . . . . .- . :: -. ·- -

· a, -,-r- -· .-Having established the context as the fall . --~ ·cu~bf- Babylon" at.--the-end ___ o'f the Trl.bul-ittion 
-➔~-~eriod, -We-must -now -determine-who--Babylon .-and 
· - .a, re her beast are. .,Two steps are necessary in __ _ 
-·--oo-'d · m identifyiitg Bal:iylon: · an e·xamination of the 
~~.a--~-~script.tiral-eondept--and-then..:..~--coordination- · ~-

·)··: ::~, of that .concept with our ·context. The firs .. ·. 
-: .,~ ·.·_menfion of Baoylon in Scripture-TsGen. 10 :·9-=lc 

----Which -concerns---its -£ounder-Nimrod-,-~!-a- mighty----
••✓- [ hunter ·before the Lord. 11

).} Tliis. seemingly harm~ 
---.-~--~-;less aescription "Involves the combination of 

---Nimrod meaning--~'-let us revolttl-with. ·"·mighty ·-··-
hunte;- ,II which refers to a tyrant o:r;_ desp<:>t ____ _ -----
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•--------_..who _ _.. hunted 1'- men -in·- order -to tyrannize-·--and 
____ ensl_ay_e __ -t;._h._~_rn __ (s_e~.J:~-~-~p~)._9_, _Genesis, _.!i .. ~66_:-__ 

67). He was a 9rayerbially (10:9b) self-
) --sufficient,-egocentric·IJlan;-who -in rebellion · 

___ -_as_se._rted hJil}~_~_!_f -~gai_I).f3J~ __ Goc:t_~9!" __ per;;o_nc13: _____ _ 
power. 

. . . 
.. ~. - - ... -----•-----.. ---·· --- --~-------· 

____ Th,e __ e~tablishmen~ 9_~_his city (Babel)-~~--
described in ch. 11:1-9. Its famous tO'wer 

----.----of ·-Babel -was· -a ·-reflection ··of its ·-founder, -for 
__ _ _____ i 1:_ pictures man as a · -~ni1;e~_ society and _ _ _ 

_ cuiture without God seeking self-sufficient 
-------greatness .----It pictures "·man -stepping out of 
______ j:_h~ __ __!;J![tpli.9._~~y __ of Qbedienq~_.:t9 __ God" __ (Von ___ _ 

Rad, Theology, I, 160,163); creature abandonir 
------C-reator---in a climactic,---sinful bid for indep-

_· _______ ep.dent:.:.gai~_ c1.p.d greatness __ • ____ A:t this point ~~ 
· Scripture we leave mankind as such and the 

-------historical --field of -vision is abruptly - - · ---

) 
narrowed to the seed of Abraham. Mankind has 

--beejl SCattered in diverse tongues and nations 
--•--since -Babel--·until our· generation.----With our 
____ _g~per:_?t-ti..P.!l gnc:;:~ __ c;igain_~~--:..s~-~ -~- Babel-like ___ _ 

reunion of the world, without God and self- -
-----·--sufficiently-seeking its-own solutions to sin. 

The United Nations has agencies covering 
-- ----- ev-ery area of life except -the ecclesiastical:· 
----atomic -energy ,-----labor;- -food ,---education, --heal th, 

__ -_-~_finanqe_L-aviation,----12os1:al service, telecomm-
_ unication, meteorology, maritime operations, 

----taxation,--trade,-~and child-care --(World -Almanac 
19 7 4 , . 6 2 3-2 4 ) • ~- - . . . ·-. -- - - -.· 

~:~.--~-.:.:::-- :. .... , .. -, .·):_.;...-~ ___ :·_::o··-:: .:.,;_· 

--------·:..:..·.-....... In -t:he -ecclesiastical-f-ield preci-sely -the 
: - ·. : -- same drift to globalism is taking place in a 

·.· --~·-; ·-·-parallel· and· even. overlapping way -as· in the · 
-_)-·-new ·Church-World 0-Bank·'·~a--high-risk---qow-, . , 
____ :,_;_--y~~ld ·investment bank in·the.World.Council 

- ~ .whose ·monies would be used. for~the~•i-shcfat----
----:redemption "-ef-- the f:-poor·· -and =-Under~eveloped ~-

-r(Dal L. ·Morn;. ·News, Aug. -:3, 1974). - ·The uniting 
.. , --:of the ~•-spiritual" and--".secular11 may be-··se~ 

in-frequehri~rks-like,"Perhap~ ... the·~1arger 
.... • ..... · .· -: ·1:,, .-: ... ·:.., ~ ~=.: ._:··: ·--~•~.!~.1- - :._ : .. :. - ..: ' . -~: - : ~- - ·- - - .. ; 

--- ··-----··- ·-- -· 
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4 
·-·- ---share of-dissent,--however-,~-i-s · developing over 
____ t_~~--concern o~_many -~~~-~gy~~~---=-especic,tl_!.y __ 

younger on·es- with political and social 
---------:issues they-see -~s deeply·-related· to---- J

spiritual and moral teachings of the churches" 
------(ustf & WR ~--i•wo-r idwide Turmofi-,-,;- -Dec~ ·11, ---- -
-----19 7 2, p. 4 0) . ···-·-Traditional· Christian doctrines 

_________ . such as the Trin:i_ty _.(?~-~--~orfa _C?(_'1ung :Y~:rnng _._ 
Lee) and salvation by grace through faith 

__ .; __ ·-~-- ----alone · (see- Beyerhaus)· are being recast with 
eastern terminology and concepts, so that 

·--- - -··no belief will be offens1 ve to···anyone. The 
.... _.:: _______ occult has united west -and east especia·lly-on 

campuses (see Kent, Christian Observer, "New 
---· --- ·- -Mystics- Subvei·t Christianity," Oct. 23, 19 7 4, 

-·-----p. · 6), and the pentecostal- movement--has been 
a bridge of experience across doctrinal chasms 
wliicn were practically unbria.geable in ·former 

-·- ----·---generations. :-Roman Catholicism has -been 
decentralized and internationalized under 

--P-au-1· VI~ ·who ·ls -now conEfidered- to--wieid Y-
-----.c"-enormous -moral -power -in :-support -of· peace and 

social·justice" (USN & WR, Oct. 7, 1974, p. 
--- --·--·-7>a > .--Afiovea11, -there istfie·wcc wi tti--rEs ·--

. --- --· ---many agencies and programs. -~- In -19 61 at New 
DeJhi it determined to change "every aspect 

. ·------·- ·--·-··of the "biblic'al Gospe-1· 1.nf.o an-interworldly ___ _ 
----·----element"--with the aim of a -revolutionized new 

world s6diety (see Beyerhaus, p. 11). This· 
is a striking ·return ·to the spirit o·f Babe~- -

----Even--more• -startling was --the ~8th -World-Miss.-
Conference in Bangkok in 1973, which ~x.plicitl 

--determined to force organized-Cilri-Eiflani ty-Int 
----the WCC--vision -of -a-uriiversaiized--church -and ·· 

- ·· - a . united manki'rid · (Beyerhaus, p. · 31) • Its goal 
----_ - -~ 1.s "to become the Genter ~for .integra.ting. all - · 
----religio~s -and --ideologies_'!~ct.nd ~-a -prima:r;y mec >."'.""'" 

·:.~_:of accomplishing this is to weld religious ) 
----- ·~ · :-ana··-se-cuiar- agencTe.sinto·· monopo1-1·es, -therehy 

.. _ -excluding ~-all--:-non-ecumenical---acti vi ties 
-: •._, .~ -- (Be·yerhaus; ·p. :-33) •. This sacred-secula_r __ _ 

·· _n coalrtion. certainly ac9ords with the vast, 
-----_. ~worldly-,-Antichri~t --~yst~m as-. a_-~future . 

reincarnation of Babel, ·embracing __ and c::o~~ro!~ --
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----ling. "peopl~s- ·and multitudes_ and nations and -
____ tqngue~_~]_:_15_) _, ______________ _ 

. , .. ., ~. -

) ) · · .-- Briefly· surveying the ·remainder of the 
_____ Old Testament,. _:_Babylon. appe_ars_as _the __________ _ 

infiltrator (2 Ki. 17:24), coveter (2 Ki. 20: 
---12-21,--Isa.--36) ,--and supreme plunderer ·of --

_____ G_q_~~-~-p~op!~_L _ _pos~.§~sio_ns, __ a_nd. l~nd _.(2 __ Ki. __ _ 
24:13 ff., 2 Chron. 36:7, passim). Y.!s_e 
Nimrod ·and Antichrist's empi~es she·was mighty 

__ (Ezek. _32: 11-12)_ ,_ oppressive, _and ruthless ___ . 
· (Ezek. 30:11). Like all empires she 

----sponso~ed occultic manipulation of God for her 
____ o_~~-§..~i~is!L_g_ain __ ~nq pu~P-os~s. (see _Dan. __ 2) . __ _ 

:Usµa 1 iY ;. -in the Apostle -John's writings -
_ -----~~ __ wq_~l:g_~~·§.9_~_iat~ _wh~~-J;i~s __ been _said __ a_bout _ -· 

Babylon's self-sufficient independence from 
---God and personal greed-with the world system 

)
- ____ _(~~~--~o-~rt9_ ,_John, ...PP. 12 6_-_2}_) _. __ . It appears _as 

the-perverted, Sata4;inspired- oeponent of 
-·-·---·God · in Christ,--rejecting Him and His people -

i_n determination to live for itself (Jn. 1:10. 
------1:f:31 ;··t4: f7 ~Io~ ·16 :·1f;-· .fi:-·2s-j ~ s·eeking a 

--------personal ·mastery-of creation·it seeks its own 
____ s_ecurity_ in __ s_pite __ of __ the t_r~nsito.~iness of~f 

ana the certainty of death (Bultmann, Theology 
---of NT ,---II,· -p.; -27); . -·In I Jn. ·-2: 15-17 it. -

appears as the "lust of the flesh and eyes 
•---=--=--=--=--=---and . th __ e_ p£-Fae .6£-fffe"· -in-. oppo.sit.iotf t.&--tne --:_-:~ 

-----Father-and -His ·will.·---But -when John describes 
_____ the future in vision he _pictures "Babyior( tbe .. 

great". as an idolatrous woman on a J:?east in 
----Rev. -¼7_:-3-:-6: :. ---·-· . ~ _ . : 

•• ._J ·- -- . ., ,. 
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indication that-a literal,·geographical city 
----is ·in view ;--But · she -is·· more than a-city, --

------ ;~fg~~~ o~~~t~~;:s nc;g~f~) :lll_~~~!, a:!~e is -- J-
----also a system,-·-a city-with world-dominating ---

___ i!!~!~~ll9-~_.!,__'.rJ1e _B.a.be.l_.like. empires ·have _______ _ 
always sponsored the Babylon system principle~ 

·-- --- Her name ·is a-·*'mystery" ;·-which seems to - ---
·- · ___ associate her with tlie __ great_Babylonian . _______ _ 

empire u~der Nebuchadnezzar, whose dream in 
--- · Dan. 2 (referred to -4 times as a "mystery" 

_________ i~ _2_;!~-~_9} __ Mystery here -~~-~_ms ~9 . . :c:e~~r to 
· ·God's_r~velatio~ (2:28-29) undiscerned by 

---pagan: (_2:27) which traces the chain of world 
____ . e_ll!pir~-~ .. _pe_i;pe_t ~~_tJ~g. ~a.byl.9n ~-~ , ~pi_r it and · 

system of rebelliq~ and hostility toward God 
- -------on -earth.--The fact that the -harlot is nine - -

___ ·_ time~--9~~-~-ec!_~'the great~ __ j.nq_i_<;:f!t.~-~-t~_a_t-.. she _!S 
. the final, culminating expression of Babel, 

------·-. -t1:ie: wqrld -syste11l ·. of_ :-einful man ·allied with_ ) 
. Satan in full flower~ · · · · ··- ·· · ··-

-· -------- .~--. -----·· ___ ,. ___ ~ : . : ~ - -- ~- ··---:-----------

-~;_=----.. _:__:But. who ·••is the eritici~g :hariot? What 
___ . _ future city_ does __ she _symbolize? __ Most _ _people __ _ 

giy~ one of two answers to·these questions 
-··--_-----with . to~gue ·-·in~ cheek: .---~'!'he ·-older ·-view ·is that 

the harlot is Rome (see -~commentaries ·arid 
-· ------·Tasker--on_t __ P_e~4~-66 f ;=-i<efley, ." . (pp~- 2ll:f---

-------2Q-h---~nd~Selwy-n-, "-(-pp. 24-c3-~-: ·-303--5-) ) • · i-t is~ 
·-· pointed out her~ that the_ early church· ___ _ 

---~__.connecteq J3abylon and _1;lome (I Pet. 5 :T3 and 
early :chur.ch ~iiterature) ,·-that-the-woman sits 
on·seven mountains in 17:9 which is the 

--proverbial c1 ty ~f ·seven hills, and -that-the -
----future eighth beast ··in -17.:11-,....is one of-the-----

~-~-_s_e_v_~!:!-! .. _which w.oul~_!!,lost naturally b~t · .,_-:::--_ 
· revived Rome -'in view of the 'rtreatern ,.. . 

.. . . ·:::J;:.~ropean =co~federacy ,:_etc... ~ :: :--~-==~. ~- ~:~::~ . ·;,;/ 
.·. •.; _.:_..· . .. .. . ' • -- · .... - . ,_ . - . ... _.r : ~ .:. . ·- .. ~ - . ·- •, - ·:- . 

· ~· - -several of· the more recerit commentators 
·, -~- ::_ . re:1ec~ ·-:thfs-..:.v-iew ~for..:..a--·li teral ,~ebtiil t ----

______ .:...;.___B_a_b_y_l_o_n _: (see. Ladq_,_9Jsj ;~ etc. ) • ___ jiji~ -~-~_r_l¥-----
_church could .. connect Babylon· and Rome quite 
··•p1:o·perly ~bec'a.us~ ·. ~ome ·was -o~e .-of _-the. godless, 
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weal thy, --persecuting· empires: --But .. this does 
no:t;. ·mean that future Babylon needs to __ be ______ _ 
Rome any more than Babylon, ·Persia, or Greece 

· ): -which preceded. ---And the seyen hills are not ·· 
. ____ ljj:~r~i ___ m_9_llpi;_~ins __ Q~t -~ath~r seven kings ___ _ 

as 17:10 tells us according to w~ll-known
--------biblical symbolism -·tmountain•kingdom or ----- -
-----~mpir_e __ _?!~ ;ps~_._3_Q_:_7, · Jer. 51: 25 (which our __ 

· chapter follows closely), and Dan. 2:35). 
___ _:__---These· interpreters -·say that the Old Testament 
-----------~e·ems to predict, t:J.:iat Ba.bylonwi-11 be rebuilt 

(e.g., Zech. 5:11). The answer to this is 
----.----that Isaiah-13: 19 predicts ·that ·the past 

.. _ --~~str1:]..9_!:_~on. o~ __ Babylon _is _as __ permanent as 
Sodom and Gomorrah, so that Babylon as such 

----·--could not-be rebuilt.;-------·----- - - -·----·-

- - - --------··•-~--- ----------. 
Since no clear solution nor consensus 

-----to -the ·problem exists,_-·I· would like to -suggest 

) 
an alternative. I believe that it would be 

... --consistent with--the conte.xt· and with Revelatio 
- ----to ·-view ·the ·-harlot ··as Jerusalem herself. · ----
---~he_r~ __ aJ;e __ Itlany. reason.s. fo~ __ t_hi?. ____ First, _____ _ 

harlotry and abomination refer to idolatry. 
--.- ----'---Harlotry · refers ·to· spiritual immorality or ---

-___ -~ _____ departure from God __ in ... all _gf_one '.s life; not-___ _ 
just a church apostasy (which is surely a part 

---but--a-total -Babel-like, -·satanic. departure· 
________ _t'rpm _<;;od_f<?_!='_~~-~-f..! .. -~he ·image _arises fro_m __ ~ 

. fertility rites of pagan, occult religion 
-----~-~hich ~sponsored -religious -prostitution-----

(Walvoord_, 247; Cai~~-' 212). ·-T_he mother (17_:5 -----
was the matronly sponsor.-who blas:ehemously 

_...._ __ glorif·ied -herself---(-18. :-7~ather -than -God and -
__ ·_·:·.seductively_i·n Babel-like_g_isragard of Goc;l __ _ 

set herself ·.up_· as the •~queen of heaven" (18: 7 
--1J-·with---Isa.-·47-:-5-7-r-oe~ ;--9-:-~8-,-44-: 17-~·5)-,-the :-
-----_s_ource of salvation, happiness; __ and _;prosperity 

It has been noted that "the various cults all 
-----.J-make · -f-ine-sounding"--appeals-f or -lpeace '-,---

· _ - -~ --• ~ro~~erhood of·--:man' , 'happ;i.n~~-§~__E_l!.cL .. ' s~l_y~_::.._ 
: ·- · -·--tion," (Kent, p. 6) · but as .deceptive harlots 

--'---'--------_ ....,they-are --unable -to-deliver-what·• only God · 
___ .. ....;..,.c.an_~best_ow_~_· H~rJ__o_tJ.y __ i_~~treguerit OT im~ge __ _ 

for this idolatrous living, but we notice 
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that ·always -·rsrael· --or -Jerusalem i·s · the harlot, 
-----'·depart.i.~g _ip~epen¢lently __ _l!.ik~_J3ape_l)__ f~om _her 

faithfdl husband (God). -Isa. 1:21, E~ek. 
·· ------16 ·and· 23 --and· Hosea ·are ·outstanding•··•-----

, ...----.- . ____ ,..p.~ssa9es_.9_01J,necting Jerusa.lem __ with harl.otry / 
and abomination. As J.B. Smith noted, "The 

------word· ·(the -root 71 :rr ,· -11 €0 be or ·play· the ·· ---- -
___________ harlot~~-=-L"Z.eL. T---P-- ---~--~ret"e+ring to. the literal 

immoral person within the cult.rather than 
··----the cult·-itself ·as in Gen.·-38:21-22, -neut. 

______ 23: 17, . Hos._ 4: 14 only) is -~J.wcty_s _1?-sed in 
- connection with unfaithfulness on the part 

··---'"-------~of God's people,- ·and ·is ·never·--applied to 
. ··---------~-"t:h~ __ n~tiqn_s_w_po knew _not _qq_g~ ___ _Jp. _240) ._ 

- ----·------· ·--The abominations of· the -future seem to 
_______ poi!}t .t9 _th~ Antichrist cult __ ~pread o~er_ his_ 

empire (Rev. 13:14), the center of which 
----····---is the :abomination of ·desolation, ·which 

_______ cJ_ear_ly :i;s --~1; .. the J1oly pl~ce i_ri_Je:r;_usalem... _) 
(Dan. 12: 11, Matt. -24: 15, and Rev. 13: 14) • · 

---------Persecution -'is associated with ·this •·in·----- --
----_Mat.thew_. _(24: 16-21) , _?!P.Q._i t _§_eems _that the __ 

~light from Jerusalem there is paralleled 
----_:__,_·.-in · 18: 4, --where 11 my people 11 -wo.uld be synonymous 

· w$.tli_ €lie ... J.~wish ·believ~rs in Ma_-t;._th...~w. ··-·- _ --•-•· 

Second, - Rev. ·· l·l :- 8 -not ·only describes Jeru
■-----s~a_J;~_l!l I s future_gJ;;:eatness __ J_;n __ \!!!_be_lief (n. P.• .. __ 

· ··"the great city") but also proves that Jeru
salem· ·is ·symbolically descril2ed-- ·in ··-Revel a-ti on. 

·Would it n9t_1$_~---·?J.:ppropr::i..~J~.,~on9 istent, __ ?-nq ___ 
~~ironical for fbture Jeruialem td be 

----~·...,...described .:.as -±mrooral--(Sodomcind-Babylon) and· · 
, ... _ oppressiv~._(~gypt_.E-rr_q._~~py_lo~}. · · :Th.1:s wp_uig __ _ 

= ~ accord with Babylon's connotation. in · .• •· ___ 
--_-·_:-~~--his~ory ~and -~~~e.:c-~sal~m. 

1 
~- ~<;~on~i ~i~~ __ '!:1:d:r -- :~ 

_ .-Antichrist. ··--·-- .. ..,. -... ..,.:..- J, -- ......... · - ... -· J_ 

. -.Third·,--Bible -students-=:.have··ncited· -a care--
~- : ~ ,:-fully ae\7eloped· anti thesis betw~~n the _ _great_ 
~.:.i--::<·_Babylon (Rev. 17-18; see "arid he carried me 

~ away -tn--the-SpirH:-~-nto -a·-·wil:derness 11
· -±n l:7 :- 3) 

____ ·_-~ .. :·: :.qnd.~the_. );\ew .. Jerusalem ( •~ ari.¢1 __ h~ __ .. J;:_~r;r:_ied_ !!!~-----
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away --in-· the ·Spirit to- -a-great-and· ·hig·h--moun-
____ t_ain" _in_ 21: 10) _._We suggest that this is _____ _ 

really a contrast between-old Jerusalem in 
--- ) -the ·epitome -of -unbelief -·(tne successor ·to ·-·--
·---- the_Babylon system) under Antichrist and _____ _ 

new Jerusalem in the epitome of belief under 
---Christ ·(·see· Isa-.:_--~-1: 21 -ff.•)·;----- ----- -

--··-·· --- ·--·- -- - -- ---- -----· -- fourth, we know that ~erusalem is at 
---least·one-~f-the·future·centers-of Antichrist' 

_____ activity _(~f~. n.ot the __ center: Dan. 11: 35-12;. __ 
Matt. 24:15-25; _Rev. 11:1-13, 13:14-15). 

~--Thus,··-i·t-would be appropriate for Jerusalem to 
---· -·-~i~e _ ~o _ _l~er_ ~poge~ _in ~be)J'?f on Antic~ris-t;_~s 

~Ou-bestowed authority (Rev. 17:1,3). 
·-··------- -- -... .. 

.:__ _____ ~· -~_-_[J_na~ly, _ q-t;:her factors .. ~o':li<:J. -~-~ke ___ J~ru-__ _ 
salem a likely choice. ·.The kings of the earth 

··-----come to: this area ··rather- ·than Rome or a .. 

) 
____ rebuilt_~abyl~n _(Rev. J5:~2-16), and C~t 
. wi11 return to Jerusalem (Zech. 14). Jeru

----salem ··is the geographical·-focus of the· end 
of the age and the.center of the world. -

-Xncl Jerusale'm ·is· "the Ilkely Candidate for - - --
. ---~---the future false religious· center, since 
•·•------· __ tt. __ j_~- _s9:~~~~-~9 __ J~daisll_l_, ___ Chri~tj._a~i ty ,_ and .. 

Islam (see Jeremias, Jerusalem, 3-140, "This 
-------c;;:survey has ·already shown·-that· _it- was·i·the 

_political and, above all, religious· signifi
cance of the Holy City which made ·its- traaeit=--= 

----->rf-lourish"-;-p-.-·-28-with ·Rev·.--1-8: 11 ff .-,~ee esp. 
__ ._~ ____ ·pp-~'-' 51-54, ·73 _,~~7-95) ... _ . .. _: _ . ·..: 

.:_-"3 ";/·~- .. :t "·.~ .. -~~1 1 _: .:~_"$ :_'2:::: -~~·: .. 
------=----=-·. -· We--note---that-·--John-viewed ·-the woman--from-

the wilderness (17: ~}, and belie~er_~~ilt -~~
·-:··~ exhorted :to separate from her · ( 18: 4} .... It 

-- -..__-seems-=that-l~her-·•signs ·:arid wonders•·-{Matt.---24: · 
...I . 24) are so enticing that an objective :vi·ew · 

----_._-~o-.f-her i·s impossiblefrom within L(ev.en . -
---..,..-.fcaus ing --wonder--and · ·astonishment--f:rom--wi thout --
____ {_1_7_:_6} so tha·t.··capitulation to her·_will · be _a __ 

grave danger even for the elect (Matt. 24:24, 
---:·-·-:-:..Rev; ··TB : _4-) .;~hapter·-·18 -.:revealed-. that her --

::r ·· idolatry:, which ·so entices ·met!, : _i_s --~~:t:_s_e> ______ _ 
:~-:- ':much· the --o"ccult (though that _is certainly a 



, ... 

r . 

; .. 

10 

-·part. of-the·· Babylonian -·-tradition) :as --material-
~---j.,§.~: :__~he -promises ____ p~r-~ol'!~l __ g~i~~, p~~~Cand 

· · self-su"fficiency apart from God like Nimrod's•· 
__ ___.,_..dynasty -by Sa tan'· s -inf l uerice -- (-see -°I-sa .---- -· 

---<r"-~--~4:12-16)_~~~!!~r subjects ~r_e _1!._qi:_ p~s-ts ·a1.r.--
-r priestesses here, but kings ,~merchants,. and. -

·-- ----·-'\chipmasters ·(Rev. -18:9,11,17~,who ;in-tears 
and lamentation (18:9,15,18) see their dreams 
of· s-elfish.--power -·and .. gain goup ln flames .. -- . -

__ :.._ __ -:--She is Mainmon (see -Caird, --223-32) , --the anti
thetical master to Christ, whose servants 

-- -·- - ·-oblivious. to God love money ( I Tim:- . 6 : 16 , 
____ _:.7"_·--2· -Tim. -3: 1-4) and engorge themselves with the 

· food, clothing, and luxurious pleasures that 
-------it" bring·s· .(Matt.- .6: 25:::.32 ~-··2· "Tim. ·3: 1.--:-4, Rev.·-

___ --- .. --18: 11-14) . ----These harlots are present in the 
------~hurch today , ___ befriending. t~e -~~:1='1_~--a~~ in a~ _ 

_ · u~godly ana un15rotheriy way (see I .. Jn. 3: 13 
-- 22) seeking to manipulate --God and His people 

· for personal gain (James 4:1-4). In the 
----------futurEi -t.hey·-will -riof hesTtate·· even ··to 
-----~t-raf f ic --i-n --human -life. -(Rev.- --18: 13b )--as . 

) 

Nimrod did long ago follo!1~d by_ his __ oppressive 
empires. _ . _ _ _ · :. . 
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---1'Tlmuch-especial-ly-:from 1-1:-1- and 13: 1--10 .. --:--He --

____ 1_· s_~he_._!>31me blaspheme7_ of Christ -~cf. _l_: 8) __ ·_ 
as the' one who "was, is not, and is about to 

r .. )} --come'' -tl 7 :-8 ,-1-.l:} .--He· appears---in the line of----
_______ B_9:bel-like empires, .of w~_i_c:!_l ~_iv~ ___ have fallen 

{Assyria, Egypt, Babylon, Persia, and Greece)· 
-· ··---~ne is --(Rome) .,. --and one -is -to -come (Antichrist 

in Jerusalem) who is also an eighth {the 
---False Prophet~- -13: 12) and ··whos·e tenure and ----· 
----:--domain ·are -shorter· -and• mightier--than all . 
_______ i;_hat h,ave_p~eceded. _The ten-nation, western 

· · confederation ·which Antichrist will lead is -
·. ~--,---set forth·.1n- 17: 12-14. --This ·:Confederation, 
________ encompassing North, South, and West will be 

the primary: force fighting··and losing to 
----Christ ·-at -the end of the age. •·-:·7· -----:-.---,- -

The most difficult ·vers·e·s- are 17: 16-18: -

. ) __ _'!'he _mutually advantageo.us arrangement of 17: 3 
is now pictured in disarray with tne beast ... 

- ------and -his- western alliance _-turning on· the harlo~ 
_____ and destroyi~g her. 

7

.~ormally, this is 
interpreted. as Antichrist's overthrow -of· --

----·--"ecclesiastical -Babylon"-.--in-the middle of the 
Tribulation (Matt .. 24: 15) . However, since 

__ w_e_ -have-established that the-judgment here· ·is 
· ---------upon -Babylon i·n all ·of her ecclesiastical, -

political, and social error, a·nd since this 
- - . ·--crisc-ussion aris'e·s rn· ~B,[cext___:c_"_from-=the ·-s·eventrr 
----bowl--at.-the- end of-the ager-it-seems best to 

account for the turn of events ··within the 
____ c_o_n_t-ext o~ :the bowl -~uagments. _ In .the.·----
----eontext--of--the -bowl--Judgments--malignant sores 

E ~ ~- aggravated. by_ scorching heat and_ chilling colc 
afflict· Antichrist·• s ·--followers :-116: l::;10 r ~---

-,·) --.!!'hose~-who ~ad been promised -selfish gain -in --
----·-· ~w~e_alth _ and _·position were now .writhing in p~in 

··., ... - ·· (16: 10) . ~ r What good are: money·· aoo posi ti0n --
-----ifor-:incurable -suffering?- -Nothing, -as -thou-__ 
____ s_ands of the wealthy ean testify today! 

All else failTng, · under-demonI.c"-iiifluen_c_e_---
they-turn-iri -hostility-to-blame -Antichrist --

----.:1and --his -OCCUl t system(16..:.14J :_ If this __ _ 
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malignant -judgment ·was· prefigured ·by the ----
____ boil _ judgment of_&gypt ·(Ex. 9":lO~dl) as ____ _ 

seems probable (note the use of J~h.,, s ) , 
- --·------t:hen ·Antichrist ·and his ··forces· (occultic - · ) 

·and political·) are ·afflicted as wei_1,_and _=.._ __ 
_ :_r_: -----1 t-see-ms-·-tha €- they ·too turn on the system 
---· which has -deceived them- and-·brought them 

wealth but with unrelievable torment. ·Thus, 
----God allows--Ehe--frustrate·a. ··confeaer"atio"ii- to ·--
____ .. _·-----3udge and burn wicked Jerusalem, when- her ----

seductive system is exposed .and her real __ _ 
--- ------ frtiifs .. are not et·ernal ble·ssing (cf. 18: 7b) 
-----but -a ~-rebellious empire and painful, personal 

judgment from God. They are now _seen _________ . 
. ---- -·-in· a· state ··o-f bitte':t· ·and ·ais-illusioned 
- -- -- - mourning (18: 9 ,-rt, 19) , - the.opposite . of what --

------- sne had __ prom~se~_ (_~8.:7~). ---~---------

----~-~hus, the Babel-like city-system is 
violently self-destroye~ at the_end of -the ) 

·------TribU:lation as thoroughly and .ultimately · 
---as--an -unrecoverable -scroll=-(Jere.--51:63- ---·----· 

64) or a millstone (18:22) at the bottom of 
----a-sea-.-~ca·ird· has·-:rioted, -·· 11 The-·savaging· of the-

----·---whore -by-the- monster- and its horns is John Ls -
most vivid symbol for_th~~sel;f~clef?~roying 

· power of evil 11 (p. 2211 • : . Babylon of old was 
-------s· d b -the barrier--of--language,--but ----

. Babylon to come will e si ence y oblitera- __ 
tion. Her culture, fnciustry, and wealth . 

-------wnl. -give:.way -at -the coming -of -the -Lord -to·--
eternal praises of His name an~ _k~~gdo~ by __ _ 

--.,----those whom she despised mosDlS:24).--~-What a 
---glorious--'hope ·-fo-r--the -ages--to -know ·tnat-----

.unbelit;f o.f je,rusalem_and_ her_ children will __ _ 
---.c-o-terminate with ·the Babylon ~spirit .and . 

· ·· -~ystem C?f--th7--w67ld, -a:r:id_-·that--they -will--~ 
: = · ·, -:end forever in lieu of the --New "Jerusalem J 

" · ·ana··-tne -~~~ earth_.~t.--~~~--con_ring of :t~~- Lo·rd.--

. •. - - .. -_.,.., , . ~~---


