
JOHN NELSON DARBY 

I ., His Life, .. 

came fro good fe.tntlr . B rn N ~. l o ot Irlsb parents ln London. 
· tared Trinity Coll e , bl n tn ta e 15. raduated as Classical 
Gold ~tedalist 1n 119 at age 18. Note that ho h d Greek , He. , Latin as part of coll 
ed . Adlnitted ~o bar at age 2.2 . Converted nnd bandoned legal prof after 1 year . 
Ordlil1ne8 4n.O·eflnof Eng: in Dublin and given a i::1011 parish. W rked v1gorous1y . 
Bass p . b-9 . Gt-eatt ouccess amon RC;s esp so that 800 of them bee L'ling Xns peit week . 
This in space ot 1 year . Th n ol,"doined a clergyman. Same year Archbishop tssued 
sta nt · 1ich s 1d Choi Eng allied 1th if not subservient to State . 'the low 
view of disturbed I>arby wh saw in :Lt anal gy-... as RC to Poe , Angltean to K:tng . 
'Gnt back "to ch but private study more than public lllinistr7. Af~er 2 years 

dee31ded aoulctn•t get anywhere by protesti g and didn• t feel it l"ight t disobey 
so looked for f llowhip that emphasized spiritual oommun1on and exalted· conception 
ot ch. et with tew friends for Dible study and t his vas b g of • . 

II. His inis ry 

A. It3 otivation. 
B~ Its expreDsion. 

Love of X. Man of reat passion. onswned· wtth l d siro . 
Zealous in ork 
Ruthless against er~or_. , en denounced friend of lon st n in 

1~ tbot they wore pervortlng the faith . 
Di • t get ma~ri or have children beo thot couldn' t after 

cnouneing benofito of law practi e . 
Lite o.,, humble oervice. 

c. Its ob r c·eristies . 
1 . Absolutely scripturui. 

Donandod pr te ts for everyt ing. Applied Script to elf . 
2 ,. Tho oo ve i n ~tr vor y his 11d ta e nter on X and trut 1 of i urch . 

ositat o enter oontr -rJeeys t vie ed it as p f:t of llis in1$try. 
Assuraod prom.:tno t la e of authority and y hav~ ·been jealous. to keep it at tim s . 

o. Xts written form 
Bogan writing at age 2 for public. Lived t b 82 nn produced ultitudo of li . 
Publ_shed wrks nll!ll er ~el" 4o vol of 6oo ~P cao covering eelc , doctinal , 
pr pheti®l• critical , evangelistic* apol , pract:l,oal_, m:po , evo on l ,pootry , 
hyr.u{ a. Also tr ated Bi le., Lots of r sea c in it th style !ilightly abrupt . 

ead ro i le. Sh~ws vast scholarst19 • • ~ ge of languages and phil and · 
eccl histort. ca1icd th 'rortullian of 19thto try, One of his o ponent said , 
0 J .N. O. ws-1 ca With a pen in ono ~d and a th n erbolt in tlle o l1er .1t 

III . '.(he rothron Mova ent 

A. Beginning . J:n bli among poo).)le Who longed to of g t who desired more 
nt o fell with • JND et with so_me ihtle a student t Trinity. But not 

untll 1 27 W"dS there an::, so ioUD contact ila till an Angli an clorg~. 
Reaignad 132 o z9 . -ar1y ttno~ were pontano u ot protost . Private meetings 
et fit' t ·'·hon Unall1 de ubl:!.o i !DZ9. not leader in this l>ubU.n group , 

B,. Principles ,. l. No org z t1on of church . 
2 ,. reak1ng of read on Lord ' day (o-ver on ) 
3. Uni•y fall aints in 1 1ot. 
4, F~Qe<\Qm o as in matters ministry. 
5,. Aas ton roquired nly faith in X and consistent alk in lov . 
t> •. All 0.1. th1sJ of cou.r o , basc;d n principlo 1n \i, rd~ . 

c. Plymouth Brethren. JND from Irolal'ld to oxto:rd whe"l"e there , s a meeting then to 
lymouth 1hero met .w. No\ilt9n,., l.831 started breaking of bread. JND objected to 

denominational names and omphaoizod practice ot N1' of oddresstnQ bel as b:rethren. 
That became DOt.lc of group and bee by 18.lJ.O there re:ro O attending in Plymout 
deoig ation inovitably bee- c Ply . Brethren. I Ir ln called rbyiSlll. 



o. G vth . ,1 y gi-oups op ang l!Q'l in Britain. One f t1ost notable at l'istol 
under Geo . Mul1e . Appeal~d to s iritual unity . freodou , and spi rit ol1ty 
Pt'1nctr,1es . And r,Oi'Son.al spiritual ty !Jl"e 1 \ilndo.r movement . 
183 10rk bogan u der JNI> in Swi ta z land . 7 yr :f ouecess . 
JND b clt t lyt1Quth \:/h r l c llton miniotei:ing . Controveroy . Charged owto:n 
wtth hinde.1•in~ freedom of us bee he was reeognizerl: as leading brothe1~ and ®Uld 
be cottntod on to spealt ce1•to.i."l ays . Also d:U'l ver Ch. J'Nn pretrib and 
no or saints in h . Noirton tiaw CT saints in ch and 1 v1ng saints would oo 'thw 
trib . 1 .; spli in Pl oouth and J'Nl) had 6o with h ac 1st breaking 'f br· ad 
1ni his new locstion. ?towton later ropudio.tod his erl'ors . tifewto ' s assembly 
isu ic '"ta m:..l1·;; •.; a· S':t did not hold ?-tot: ·on ' o e!.'r r.s . 

E,. Controversy . 0 0 Spaard to B ii,)tol . fl• .. ohd of Newton got nto ~sen ly 
at ~ istol , by •s :Co11ow~rs o' jo ted . L:::iter JND hiraoelf flent to Bristol 
ant:l dot:al\ded tx;y 1nvoStig~to the e\rt n err s who o., repudiate • ler 
rofusod to • Dary exco ~ • ~ea·cd ;. llor•s asoombly and f ll wers . 
rtnally Muller • s na~ebbly o .. .-,1nod f~ on• s vio\1s and reserved 1• ght to 

a it people on bazis of ind Viduol o orthodoxy no~ pat aa ctatio 
or J{ ·with tto·:1ton . 11is didn ' t satisfy ., So rpen aoo bly led by uller 
aiw. close y arby .• EJtelua vo 1aned until 186!, ff'. w'ben lots of new 
young mc11 oomo n U.ke t, dt'~ ?t llo , as . Stanley . JND tll'av llod 
in Co1· , It y I USA, • e 1 Zcalan • J"rID ' sup amt cy lessened ii t h influx 
of new po-,pl • od l' l 29 . l 

IV. JHD' s Doct inal Distineti es . 

A. Ecclof,iolog7 
1 . C Cb rc:1 bee f \lo caa . etc . 
2 . Tho CiD dispo on . 
3, The Ch as y gat10~1 H s n0111e . 

'· 0 x . Unity 
51 F1·cedo!!l. of minist y of gi ta os !I '"' d" r cts . 

• sc.liatol~9 
l . Literal intorp et 
2 . Diet ct on o'· ~· . 
3 . Gloi~ .. oo ot .:illc 0 ot· Is t: i.,tol."e" . 


