President Wall, members of the board, faculty, honored
graduates, parents, students and friends of CCU. I
want to congratulate you who are finishiny today. A
lot of people never finish what they start, but you
have. Thank you for asking me to cone and speak to
you on this important owasion even though a
commencement address is provably the nost ulffl(..u.l.t
assignment that can e given to a person. I'm expected
to preach so your hearts will pe blessed and yet be
scholarly so your minds will be stimulated (and, not
so fincidentally, so that you will know I au a
scholar). I should have some good Juotes, yet not bore
you. I must be contemporary yet be timeless. I need to
aim my remarks to the graduates and yet not ignore
everybody else. There is only one thing about whici
there is agreement concerning a cowmmencement address,
and that it is must be short. I sometimes wonder if
Michael the archangel could satisfy all the demands of
this occasion. But Mike was not available today, so
where angels fear to tread here I am running in.

I have good news. I did not have an heart attack but
an auto accident and apparently successful surgery
from which I am still recovering., But I must ask your
indulijence. to git down while I speak to vou. And
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God says "we all are being changed into His likeness

from one degree of ¢lory to another™ 2 Cor. 3:18).

In = recent interview a well-known pyschiatrist
observed tnat youny people today want iuhltato
gratification of tneir desires. And the reason, he
said, was tuat they lack patience and self-discipline.
Pressuring people can never replace praying for thew.
Pep is no substitute for pover, and prograis 1o
substituts for purity. You graduates have undoubtedly
been exposas to'@bod nabits of prayer and Christian
grovth here; do not losSe them next waek or next year.
In time, sone of you will be connected witi various
aspacts of the Lord's work as lay leaders, poard
nmembers ov workaers. Lead Jltx anﬂg not the “irown
and serve" kind, nor the "just add water and scir"”
variety,but with genuine, nature power that comes frouw
sustained fellowsnip with your Lord.

Second, I want to remind ycu that .aaturity involves
testing. Our Lord was & man of sorrows and acguainted
with grief (Isa.53:3). “When insulted ile did not answer
hack (1 Peter 2:23). When led to olaubhter ile opened
not !lis mouth, Paul repinds us that it is norial to Le
killed all cthe day long and accounted as sneep for
~1=nvhter. ust like the Lord was {Ronans 8:32). So
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God may leave some trial or temptn in your life all your 1lfe
to teach dependence and humility. Victory is not escape.

"We may take comfort about our souls if we know anything of an
inward conflict. It is the invariable companion of genuine
Christian holiness... Do we find in our heart of hearts a
spiritual struggle? Do we feel anything of the flesh lusting
against the spirit and the spirit against the fleshj so that
we cannot do the things that we would? Are we conscious of two
principles within us contending for the master? Do we feel
anything of war in our inward man? Well, let us thank God for
it! It is a good sign. It is strongly probable evidence of
the great work of sanctification... Anything is better than
apathy, stagnation, deadness and indifference."

JCRyle, Holiness, 1889, p. 82.



Third, to be mature you must trust God's Word
implicitly as the full and £final authority over your
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1fe, But, you say, I do. I hope so, but I don't think
all evangelicals do. They affirm their trust in it,
but not implicitly (which means without doudt or
reserve). The proof? They elevate other ideas and
teachings on a par with the Word, implying that the
Bible is not sufficient for the 28th century proplems.
If you want to look at our 20th century or the lst
century world,read Romans 1, If you want to see our
20th century churches or the lst century church, read
1 Cor or James. To be sure we have things tne lst
century &id not, like AIDS and tobacco to kill and TV
to dull, but the Bible gives us direct commands how to
deal with such. But isn't all truth God's truth? It is
if it is true truth. And true truth without any doubt
or possibility of change is found in the Scriptures.
And that truth restores the soul, makes wise the
simple, rejoices the heart, enlighens the eyes, warns,
rewards, keeps us from sin, teaches, reproves,
corrects, trains us in righteousness, and eguips us
for every good work. That pretty much covers the
waterfront. Trust it implicitly.



4 autnorlty Qi Lile aibple 1o pelily eruuc:u' AUY Lile @
authority of experience. One secular writer called our

time the age of unreason. He said, "Reason and logic
have, in fact, become dirty words——deatin words. They

have been replaced with the words feeling and inglse.,
Consciousness—-the  rational--is presumed to be
shallow, and unconsciousness——the irrational—--to be
always interesting, often profound and usually true,"
Christians exhibit this mindset as well. I have been
cataloging the articles in one of the well-kKnown
Christian magazines since the December issue., Usually
there are 5 feature articles. In all the wonths at
least 4 of the 5 were lightweight, thin, ditties about
someone's experiences. What g@gilights of Christwas
taught ma. Lessons learne‘“%?oﬁ & hitchiker, st 1
learned about God Efrom wy gg Dogmactic -

Or 1if you don't read the magazines, listen to the
testimonies that give the impression that experiences
created truth rather than attesting to truth. I
experienced 1it, so it must be right. Look at the
change my experience brought, so it must be valid. Or

‘dare I remind you of a favorite hymn? ile lives, he
lives, XJ lives today. He walks with me and talks with

me along life's narrow way. You ask me how I know he juslorg*
lives. PBecause the tomb is emptv, because 500 Deonle M telgpidm®
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that experience cannot He the Iull and Tlnal autnorivy
since "its subjectivity is too self-centered and
introspective to be spiritually healttiy. If Xn exp is
to be the final court of appeal in matters of Ffaith,
then the force of religious attention must be within
rather than without. The searcn for security and
cartainty becoies introspective and psyciological. The
understanding of £falth becomes self-understanding,
Theology becomes anthropology. Revelation becomes
self-discovery. The search for salvation becomes the
affort to know thyself." Dvery experience anyone has
is genuine simply because he or she has had it. But
the question 1s: is that experience a biblical one?

Pinally, maturity and involvement in the local churcih
go hand in hand. To be sure, Christians who are
imprisonad for long periods do mature,and I hope that
will not be the way God brings maturity into your
life, You can and should e involved in a local church
and this iInvolvement will help you mature. Wwell,
someone may be saying, the church is not doing the
job. I'm going to be involved 1in a parachurch
ninistry. After all it's an arin of the church. Fine,
but how many arins does the body have? And where is the
heart that gyives life and where the lunys that gyive
hrazirn? Mot in the arms, Arns don't direct the body;
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