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Cht,t. 4. n i al ns is ot con wi.11 b 
t hat t h author prov • If on of 3 ink rs bee robl · 
drl n.~ rs (p. 65 footnote) t h n ev n t al of 
rl. ne b ccept bl ? n p. 66 h that hGr o tt body; 
so l alcohol. P. 96: the discusslon about wh ard rd or 

ml ni - skl rt lnl - ~kirt ls ri diculous. You m y not be ablo to me ~ure 
th. point at uhlch mod sty beco s l od sty ut you can di n od st 1 iltb 
usl ~ · ruler. y n t ha i th fact t hat you hev r h troubl e t elli ng 
lf man ls el n- sh v n, and maxi - dress not r ls d pro l ens 
about mod styl p. 99 , Un " it my lble" thi s i:ind of 
phr so occurs oft n l n th work nd 1 vs th qu stlon und r discuss! n pen 
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Chpt 5 1 O , not xtttlll8, not harmful . 
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The Chrlstlan in the World. By Erwin Lutzer. Evaluation by c.c.Ryrle 

I find the evaluation of this book a very difficult task. On the plus 
side, it moves along, keeps the reader's attention, contains stlmulatlng 
Illustrations, and says many things that need to be said (esp. pp. 90 ff.). 

The principal negative feature in my judgment ls the attitude conveyed 
whlch will be considered by some to be a libertine attitude. Whlle it 
is certainly true that worldliness, separation, Christian conduct are 
basically matters of the heart, it ls equally true that they may Involve 
outward things, rules, etc. While it ls~•, for example, that it l s 
wrong to inveigh against smoking and tolerate gossiping, he leaves the 
impression that smoking is really not too bad. He does not clearly say 
that both are wrong for the believer. On p. 64 social drinking l s 
not condemned, and many will consider th4t the author has approved i t. ' 

~,1 
Specifically: in chapter 1, p. 9 -the~social responsibllitles of Christians 
ls intr oduced here but never elaborated on. In other words, he raises 
an issue whlch he never· discusses later--just leaves lt hanging. 
p. 10 •• 1 10-- h b e l s both a rule both anct' a guide book. To say 
lt ls not a rule book ls an error and opens the way for all kinds of 
llbertlnlsm. Actually these two criticisms from the flrst chapter 
exemplify the rest of the book--(1) raising questions without glvlng 
a solid blbllcal answer and (2) avoldlng the aspect of Chrl~an living 
whlch does involve rules. 

Chpt 2 pp. 13-15. The discussion of art and music ls very shallow. 
It ls true that all truth ls from God, but lt ls equally ~e that 
the depravity of man corrupts truth ln his various modes of expr essing lt. 
Lutzer almost reasons thus: all beauty ls from God; art and music are 
forms of beauty; these are from God ·and OK for the believer unless immoral. 
But it's not so simple as that, especially in music. He has not considered 
the corruption and assoclatlons of these forms. 
Pp. 24 ff. on the lust of the eyes ls one of the best sections. 

Chpt 3 really lacks any treatment of the biblical passages on separation--
I John 2:18; 2 John 10; 2 Tim. 2:18; Gal. 1:8; 2 Thess. 3:14; Rom. 16:17 etc etc. 

Chpt 4. p. 64 on wine, see above. If one out of 3 social' drinkers become 
problem drinkers (p. 65 footnote) then how can even the occasional glass of wine 
be acceptable? On p. 66 he admits that smoking is harmful to the body; so is 
alcohol. p. 78 ls true, but where ls the consideration of the problem of 
l t urity i n thi s chapter? Or obligations of l eaders to " rul e" thei r 
people {Heb. 13:7, 17). p. 96 all the discussion abou~when ls a beard a 
beard or a mlnl-sklrt a mini-skirt ls ridiculous. You may not be able to measure 
the point at which 1110desty becomes immodesty but you can usually discern 
modest and Immodest apJarel without using a ruler. You never have any trouble 
telling lf a man is clean.shaven, and maxi-dresses have never raised any 
problems! p.99, 1. 9 "it may · be posslbl•" this kind of phrase occurs too 
often ln the work leaving the question too open , {and MBI open toot) 
Funny, I missed any discussion of 1 Ttm. 2:9 which does contain specifics. 

Chl)t 5 ls OK, not exciting, not damaging. 
I cannot recommend the manuscript. The author needs as firm convictions about 
negatives as he has about positives, for both are blbllcal. Today, there came to 
hand a booklet published by Phlla. College o~ible by Renald Showers on the 
s ame subject, and lt ls much more biblical ana "s~fl~ ""fuczer really doesn't 
esegete relevant Scriptures, and I'm afraid that what comes through ls that he 
is riding a hobby horse and the horse is going in the wrong direction. 


