
are profound insights and hopeful horizons 
with regard to Judaism, the ecumenical 
councils, and Roman Catholic renewal. Here 
is the st ill more hopeful extension of theology 
beyond Brunner, Barth, Niebuhr, and even 
Bultman n, in the rise of younger theologians 
on the cont inen t whose profundity points to 
the inevitable and much-hoped-for swing-back 
of the pendulum toward "a new quest of the 
histo ri ca l Jes us." H ere is the frightening 
prospect of the Negro revolution. But, in the 
midst of it all, one discerns an earnest search 
for relevance on the part of the church. The 
most thought- pro voking chapter, "The Form 
of the Church in the Modern Diaspora," 
strikes relentlessly at the ghetto-type Chris
tianity to which we ha ve become meaningless
ly acclimated, and calls t he church once more 
to its mission of sacrificial involvement out 
in li fe where the real issues are being faced and 
fo ught, and where alone the church can make 
itself rel evantly heard and felt. This suggestion 
is not new, but it does frightfully point ouc 
the cos t; namely, that "we must be willing t o 
see our most cherished forms of church life 
die in order chat the church may live! " Con
servat ives of the sta tus quo will not like this, 
but it had better be heard and read! Much of 
the boo k will be meaningless to chose uniniti
ated in t he modern dia log ue on t he theological 
from . Bue, it is hoped chat the reader will 
come to see what is rea lly in volved in chis 
day of worldwide revolucion .-Olhar 0. 
S-milh, pas/or. 

Dispensational Today 

Charles C . Ryrie (29ml, $3 .95 

At last a book cha t comes near being a 
much-needed encyclopedia on dispensat ional
ism. In defending his "ultra position," Dr. 
Ryrie gives a fairly complete and accurate 
history of this doctrine. His suggestion and 
request chat every reader read chapter 11, 

whether he completes the book or not, is 
well taken. Should there be future ed itions, 
chis chapter shou ld be moved to th e number 
one place. 

April, May, J une, 1966 

"A dispensation is a dis t inguishable economy 
in ch e outworking of God" is the author's 
definition of this doctrine. His thesis deals 
with an explanation of his definition and 
the terms used therein. We agree with Dr. 
R yrie that the matter of a definition is the 
first essential in any effort to understand dis
pensationalism. 

For interesting reading and as an im portant 
contemporary apologetic of dispensacionalism, 
chis book is indispensable.-Arthur H . Stain
back., pastor. 

The Holy Spirit at Work in 
the Church 

Lucurgus M. Starkey, Jr. ( 1 a), $3.00 

H ere is a st imulating addition to the litera
ture on both the Holy Spirit and the church . 
The author states at the outset h is convict ion 
from which the boo k has grown: " ( I) Theol
ogy always beg ins in the concrete experience 
of che chu rch's life at the local level ; and 
(2) This local C hristian com munity through
out all its ministries is sustained by the work 
of the Holy Spirit." In clear and persuasive 
manner , he appeals to the chu rch in its loca l 
setting to be open to the dynamic ministry 
of God in Christ by the Holy Spirit. It is the 
ch urch "on loca tion " that ca n most accurately 
interpret and serve the God who is at work 
in the world. "The true loca le for theologizing 
-thinking about God- is in the worshiping, 
teaching, witnessing, streng thening communi
ty of C hrist with headquarters at the corner 
of First and Main streets." From such a posi
tion, Dr. Starkey incisively and powerfull y 
writes of the H oly Spirit's work in this kind of 
community. Hi s is a welcome stance in our day, 
when some have both derided and "written of" 
the local church as outdated and noneffec tive. 

His references indicate an excellent back
ground and sugges t a worthy biography for 
the reader . A helpful feature of this work is 
the ca refully stated conclusion drawn at the 
end of each of t he seven chapters. 
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The author is not consistent in referring to 
the Holy Spirit in personal terms. Baptists 
will not be willing to accept his doctrine of 
baptism. Beyond these criticisms, the book 
commends itself to a wide and careful read
ing by thoughtful ministers and laymen alike 
who may share a concern for a Spirit
empowered community of faith.-R. Qttinn 
Pugh, pastor. 

COUNSELING AND THE 
PASTORAL MINISTRY 

Jesus and Logotherapy 
Robert C. Leslie (Ia). $3 .00 

This is one of the most fascinating aad 
enjoyable books I have read in years. D r. 
Leslie has done a monumental job in com
paring the modern counseling methods of D r. 
Vik tor Frankl with Jesus' approach to heal
ing and counseling. 

Dr. Frankl's school of psychotherapy, called 
"Logotherapy" is more consistent with a 
Christian view of life than any other cur
rent therapeutic system. The book deals with 
three underlying principles of Dr. Frankl: the 
pull of immediate pleasures, ambition for 
status and prestige, and the evasion of re
sponsibility. Illustrations from Jesus' experi
ences in healing, as well as examples from 
Dr. Fr ankl and Dr. Leslie, make th is book 
well worth studying. 

I recommend the book high ly to anyone 
in a counseling or therapeutic frame of ref
erence. Frankl's previous book, Man's Search 
for Meaning, should, if possible, be read in 
conjunction with th is book.-Henry W . Greer, 
campus chaplain. 

You Can't Lose for Winning 
Jess C. Moody ( Ix) , $2 .95 

T his is a how-to-do-it book for pastors 
designed to give them encouragement as well 
as edification. The writer draws widely from 
his own pastoral experience. The style is 
fresh, catchy, and easy to read. The author 
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tries to encourage the pastor to gain a new 
sense of his own significance and mission, and 
at the same time, give practical advice re
garding some of the common problems that 
face those in the pastoral ministry.-Rober/ 
Hastings, pastor. 

Caring for Your Disabled 
Child 

Benjamin Spock and M. 0 . Lerrigo (9m) , 
$4.95 

This is an excellent handbook for parents 
of disabled children. This volume will be a 
welcome addition to church libraries and to 
the pastor's bookshelf. 

As many parents have come to lean heavily 
on Dr. Spock's ea rlier book on child rearing, 
so many will find this new work very helpful 
in parent-child relationships. W ritten in simple 
style and from a very practical vantage point, 
this work will be reassuring and informative to 
a wide range of people. One notable omission 
in this work is the place of religious faith; 
the role of the minister; and the ministry of 
the church in the care of the mentally, physi
call y, and emotionally handicapped child. 
H owever, the insig hts and concerns expressed 
for the disabled chi ld and h is fami ly are 
easily t rans lated into the framework of t he 
local church and its minist ry.-E. A . Verdery, 
chaplain. 

Understanding and Helping 
the Narcotic Addict 

Tomm ie L. Duncan (20p), $2 .95 

This book was needed years ago, but it 
can be used now to meet a need-the how of 
pastoral care of narcotic addicts. T he author 
deals with such vita l questions as what ki nd 
of drugs are addicting? Can anyone become 
add icted? Where can the add ict get medical 
treatment? What can the pastor do for the 
add ict? 

Among the excellent features of the book 
are those chapters which identify the addicting 
drugs and discuss their effects, and the 
chapter dealing with some of the misconcep
tions about addiction. 

Quarterly Review 
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Boot Review 
ISPENSATIONALISM Today by Charles Ryrie (Moody Press, 1965, 221 pp., $3.95) . 
Reviewed by Dr. Donald W. Burdick, Professor of New Testament. 

Fighting straw men is a deceptive activity-deceptive because the would-be victor 
assumes that he has demolished his opponent when in reality he has merely conquered 
a figment of his own imagination. Dispensationalists claim that this has been the case 
in many attacks directed against their system . Dispensationalism Today, consequently, 
serves a most valuable purpose. Its thorough but concise presentation of the current 
dispensational position will be helpful to both friend and foe. The author, who is dean 
of the graduate school at Dallas Theological Seminary, has attempted to present a clear 
picture of dispensationalism "as it is being taught today." And while it must be recogniz
ed that there are varying viewpoints within the dispensational camp, he has succeeded 
in outlining the main distinctives and characteristics to which the majority of dispens
ationalists hold. For example, he identifies the essence of dispensationalism as the 
distinction between Israel and the church, which, he claims, grows out of the consistent 
application of a literal hermeneutic to the Scriptures. He treats such crucial points as 
salvation in dispensationalism (in all ages salvation is by grace through faith ) and the 
church in dispensationalism (church is limited to the present dispensation and is thus 
distinct from Israel). He discusses the positions of the covenant theologian and the 
ultra-dispensationalist. And he concludes with a most commendable plea for integrity 
in the current debate, for a recognition of the broad areas of agreement, and for 
tolerance toward those who differ concerning the validity of the system. 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Ryrie's helpful treatise will be r ead far and wide. It can
not fail to make a positive contribution to a better understanding of God's infallible 
Word. 

:l-acuft'I memter6 Wrae 
THREE faculty books are scheduled for publication during the coming year. In 

September the Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing Company is publishing a 
volume entitled Confronting the Cults by Dr. Gordon Lewis, Professor of Theology . 
Two books by Dr. Bruce Shelley , Professor of Church History, are tentatively planned 
to appear in the Spring of 1967, both of which will be published by Eerdmans. The first 
is The Cross and Flame, Chapters in the History of Martyrdom, first published in J apan . 
The tentative title of the second book is The Evangelical Witness. This will be a popular 
history of evangelicalism marking the 25th anniversary of the National Association of 
Evangelicals. 

JJ.a'le6 Receive6 Pfi. ';]). 
ON August 19 the University of Denver 

granted the Ph.D. degree in the field 
of Education to Edw ard L . Hayes, the 
Seminary's Assistant Professor of Chris
tian Education . This addition brings the 
number of ear n ed doctorates on the faculty 
to nine. Dr. Hayes, who began his teach
ing ministry at the Seminary in 1961, also 
holds the A .B . degree from Westmont 
College and the Th.M. degree from Dallas 
Theological Seminary. Besides his teach
ing responsibilities he has a wide ministry 
in Christian Education conferences, in 
preaching, and in writing. At present he 
is president of the Research Commission 
of the National Sunday School Association. 

Schoof Year Open6 

A S the SEMINARIAN goes to press 
students are arriving for the begin

ning of a new school year. A preliminary 
survey indicates that a fine incoming 
class will be enrolling for study. Among 
the new arrivals is David Cooper whose 
father, Rev. C. Edw ard Cooper , is pastor 
of Baptist Temple Church, FaH River , 
Mass. We are also happy to welcome two 
from Korea-a young woman, Ihn Kim , 
•and a young man, Dai-hyun Chung. Both 
faculty and students are look ing forward 
enthusiastically to a great year of fellow
ship in the thrilling venture of preparing 
men and women to be ambassadors for 
Jesus Christ. 
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By the end of the summer the fund drive for a new library building had passed the 
$200,000 mark. As previously reported, this amount includes, among others, a re

stricted gift of $35,000, another of $5,000, and a gift of $10,000 from the Kresge Founda
tion, conditioned by the requirement that the Seminary secure the remaining amount 
necessary for the building. The aim in view is to be able by the end of the current year 
to announce that the drive has reached its minimum goal of $300,000. 

With each passing month the need for larger facilities becomes more and more 
pressing as new books and periodicals are added. At the present time the library con
tains approximately 27,000 volumes and is regularly receiving 375 periodicals. In ad
dition the collection includes numerous filmstrips, microfilms, Christian education 
materia-ls , and sermon tapes. Every bit of available space has been appropriated for 
stacks, offices, and reading rooms. 

Those who have not yet had a part in meeting this growing need are urged to send 
their designated over-and-above gifts or pledges to the Seminary as soon as possible. 
Any amount, whether large or small, will be sincerely appreciated. 

THE Seminary has added two more buildings to its growing campus, both of which 
are located across Humboldt Street from the Administration Building. Through the 

use of designated funds and student rentals these properties can be purchased without 
drawing upon funds from our churches intended specifically for theologica-1 education . 
There are two reasons why such expansion is advisable at the present time. First, the 
added buildings provide room for five more student families at reasonable cost and in 
close proximity to the Seminary. Second, it is necessary to secure such property when 
it becomes available in order to guarantee that the school will have room for necessary 
expansion in the future. If apartment houses should be built on the land. the Seminary 
would find further campus growth to be impossible. 



DISPENSATIONALISM TODAY. 
Charles Ryrie. Moody. 221 pp. 
$3 .95. 

The review is Herbert Henry Ehren
stein, associate editor of ETERNITY 

Magazine. £-.+~V'M tf-j,.:r~/'f66 
Is another book which has to do with 

this controversial theme necessary? 
Why add more fuel to a fire which , in 
the thinking of many, is dying out? 
Ryrie feels that dispensationalism, to 
which he holds, has been unfairly 
treated by contemporary writers; that 
it is a valid method of interpreting 
Scripture and not a heresy ; that it goes 
back in origins about as far as covenant 
theology, its major competitor. 

The reader who expects the usual 
wrangling polemic will be disap- , 
pointed. Foi- Ryrie is not interested in 
name-calling or mud-slinging. He has , 
given us a straightforward defense of 1 

his position in 11 logical , gentlemanly 
and persuasive chapters. It isn't likely 
that the book will make _many converts 
for dispensationalism ; that is not its 
primary goal. However, it will un
doubtedly give critics of the system 
some food for serious reflection, even 
though they will seek to find flaws in 
its arguments. 

Quite frankly, I feel that this volume 
should be required reading in all sem
inary hermeneutics classes so that 
students might see that the di spensa
tionalist is not the fanatical obscurant
ist he is often made out to be. There 
are a number of surprises in the content 

! 
and spirit of the book which are not 
usually found in less logical and more 
caustic "defenses" of dispensation
alism. 

Aside from the apo!ogetical value of 
Ryrie's book as a plea for a fair evalu
ation of dispensationalism by its op
ponents, the work has a further and 
equally important use. It contains a 
great deal of historical information 
about personalities and ideas involved 
in the dispensational debate through 
the years. 

I This is an important and worthy text 
that deserves a careful reading by all 
who are interested in an adequate in
terpretation of God's Word, whether [ 
or not they agree with its thesis. 

DISPENSATIONALISM TODAY by C. C. Ryrie-

I have read_Di!3Pensationalism Today with great interest for it is the first sys
tematic presentation of dispensationalism which I have run across in recent years. 
rhis is an able presentation of the dispensational viewpoint and should inform 
friends and foes :of the theological system of its present day content. Dr. Ryrie 
aas performeda great service in- thi-s scholarly work. His irenic spirit will con
tribute to~ utual understanding between the adherents of covenant theology and 
iispensationalism. I commend. this book for a wide reading. 

-Harold John Ockenga 
n __ ,_ c.'I..L-- -..&. rt1... .... --1... "D- _. - -
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DISPENSATIONALISM TODAY. By Charles Caldwell Ryrie. Moody Press, 

Chicago, 1965. 221 pages. $3.95. 

This volume, with a foreward by Frank E. Gaebelein, is a calm, clear, 
reasoned defense of Dispensationalism against its detractors, particularly 
among representatives of covenant theology. Anyone who wishes to under
stand dispensationalism as moderate dispensationalists today themselves 
understand it, will do well to study this volume. 

The author maintains that dispensationalism gives progressive revela
tion its proper place in the study and understanding of the Scripture. He 
maintains, furthermore, that dispensationalists practice normal interpreta
tion of the Scripture, which he himself however defines as literalistic inter
pretation of the Scripture. In fact, he devotes a whole chapter to the 
Hermeneutics of dispensationalism. In this chapter he says that dis
pensationalists do not deny that there is figurative language in Scripture, 
also in prophesy, but it is apparent that he considers many passages literal 
which outstanding interpreters throughou~ the ages have believed to be 
figurative. He insists that literal interpretation makes a person a pre
millennialist, and a dispensationalist. He believes that premillennialists 
who are not dispensationalists are not literal enough in their interpreta
tion of the Scripture. 

The book performs a service for the student in tracing the develop
ment of dispensationalist ideas through the church fathers, the French 
theologian Poiret, Jonathan Edwards, Isaac Watts, down to John Nelson 
Darby (1800-1882), who is often credited to be the father of dispensation
alism. According to our author he rather systematized what was present 
before him. From Darby the leadership of the dispensationalists passed to 

· Scofield of the much used Scofield Reference Bible, and Chafer, the late 
President of Dallas Theological Seminary. 

The author repeatedly defends dispensationalism against the -accusa
tion that it is a new doctrine. He insists that the question is not whether 
it is a new doctrine, but whether it is Scriptural. He is convinced that it 
is based on the Scripture itself. 

The student owes a debt of gratitude to Ryrie for defining and describ
ing dispensationalism as dispensationalists themselves understand it. He 
insists that the essence of dispensationalism is not in the number of dis
pensations, which varies with dispensationalists, although this particular 
writer counts seven. Asking what is the sine qua non of dispensationalism · 
he says: The answer is threefold. 1. A dispensationalist keeps. Israe1 and 
the Church distinct. This follows from the system of Hermeneutics, which 
h.e calls literal interpretation. 2. The matter of plain or normai or literal 
interpretation. 3. That God's underlying purpose in the world is n9t 
salvation , ·as the covenant theology holds, but that it is broader, namely the 
Glory o( .God. 

However, the essence of dlspensationalism, according to Ryrie, is the 
distinction between Israel and the Church. Dispensationalists look for a 
literal fulfillment of the prophesies in the Old Testament mad,e to I'erael 
in the millennium. Dispensationalists expect their fulfillment in a pol,itical 
~ngdom for Israel. Non-dispensationalists are accused of spiritualizing the r 
I It£ S'p«.11"-JG-f1&-L..'"l:>£.'2.. - A~,u.mN, I 1E>S C oNCCA.1)111, /..,un~"" .)~"'· 
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Dispensationalism Today. By 
CHARLES c. R.YR.IE. Chicago: 
Moody Press, 1965. 221 pp. 
$3.95. 
A comprehensive and scholarly 

discussion of dispensationalism by 
one thoroughly familiar with its 
tenets has long been overdue. Most 
recent discussions on the subject 
have been attacks on dispensation
alism which have been more emo
tional than factual. Dispensation
alism has been charged with an 
assortment of uncomplimentary 
qualities such as being a recent 
innovation, a major heresy, and 
a product of "wooden literalism." 
Although such charges are seldom 

1 documented, they have become con
vincing by mere repetition. The 
resulting confusion and misunder
standing could only be countered 
by a calm, factual appraisal of 
what dispensationalism really is 
and teaches. • This has been sup
plied by Dr. Ryrie. 

Dispensationalism has of ten 
been accepted in the best circles of 
evangelicalism, and only in recent 
days has it been subject to sharp 
criticism. Sources of criticism have 
been many. Liberals have attacked 
dispensationalism because of its 
belief in the inerrant Word of 
God and because dispensationalists 

are invariably opposed to liberal
ism. Amillenarians have opposed 
dispensationalists because dispen
sationalists are always premillen
nial. Those seeking favor and rec
ognition as intellectuals in the 
theological world have found by 
attacking dispensationalism that 
they had the approval both of the 
liberals and the amillenarians. 

The discussion by Dr. Ryrie is 
designed to accomplish, first, a 
correction of widespread miscon
ceptions about dispensationalism. 
Second, he provides a comprehen
sive treatment of the basic prin
ciples of normal, contemporary 
dispensationalism. He demonstrates 
that charges against dispensation
alism are often either false or mis
leading and that . even capable 
scholars have been unusually re
miss in careful research. 

Readers will find that Dr. Ryr'ie 1 

plainly faces the question of 
whether dispensationalism is a 
heresy and shows it is an unsup
ported charge. The concept of dis
pensationalism theologically and 
Biblically considered is carefully 
defined. The origins of dispensa
tionalism are discussed along with 
the question of whether it is a re
cent innovation. The central place 
of hermeneutics is shown to be the 
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DISPENSATIONALISM TODAY. By Charles ' 
Caldwell Ryrie. (Moody Press; Chi
cago, Ill. $3.95) 

Dr. Ryrie, a recognized scholar, 
is Dean of the graduate school · and 
professor of systematic theology at 
Dallas Theological Seminary. This 
new '{ '.1lume from his pen is a strong 
defense of enlightened dispensation
alism. The book both defines and 
interprets what is meant by dispen
sationalism as held today by men 
like himself. Dr. Ryrie admits 
there are strong opponents of dis
pensationalism, but feels much of 
thi s opposition comes from misun
derstanding, or from downright mis
interpretation of what dispensation
alists actually believe. Defining dis
pensationalism as "a distinguishable 
economy in the outworking of God's 
purpose," he insists that most 

· scholars, though they may not ad-
mit to being dispensationalists, ac
tually support positions regarding 
the divine plan which are greatly 
similar t o those held by pr-opone;nts 
of dispensationalism. Though he ad
mits John Nelson Darby had a 
great influence over dispensational 
thought, Dr. Ryrie claims disuen
sationalism has had a long histdr y, 
pre-dating the time of Darby. 

The present volume is concluded 
with a chapter entitled: "Ultradis
pensationalism," which, like much 
else in the volume, may be of inter
est to many regardless of their own 
theological views. 

With a forward by Frank E. 
Gaebelein and with the reputation 
of the author, the book, indeed, de
serves examination even by non
dispensatjonalists or the theologi
cally liberal. 
. . , I _ . -Gilbert L. G/lin 
• 1,1.:-xf,; h mo..'ll 3f , '"' i_>'- ~ Yt,\ t"V\ e:-1 .:14-_ &; i 

DISPENSATIO_!'IALl~M IV""' ,w, - ·· -· · -- -
well llyrie, Moody Press, Chicago, 1965, \ 
221 poges, $3.951. 
In our judgment, this is one of the most 

important and significant books of recent 
years. Dr. Rfrie deals with "Dispensational· 
ism-Help or Heresy?"; "What ls a Dis· 
pensation?"; "What Are the Dispensations?"; 
"The Origins of Dispensationalism"; "The 
H ermeneutics of, Dispensationalism"; "Sal
·¾aiion in Dispensationalism"; ":Ihe Church 
in Pispensationalism"; , r.'Dispensational 
Eschatology"; "Covenant Theology"; and 
''Ultradispensationalism.'' \ 

These chapter headings reveal the 
thoroughness of the author's treatment. As 
would Jje expected, much of the book con· 
sists of -a refutation of covenant theology 
(in addition to the chapter devoted to that 
theme) . Dr. R yrie also exposes some of the 
objections to dispensationalism which have 
been offered, showing that they are invalid. 

I&" -
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He deals frankly with what is probably the 
strongest objection, i.e., that dispensational· 
ism has more than one way of salvation; 
and his explanation, to us, is satisfactory. 
He is emphatic that salvation, at any time, 
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is always through God's grace. 
This book wi11 not be the last word on 

the subject of dispensationalism, nor ,will 
it solve all problems related to the thei:qe. 
As helpful as Dr.,~_yrie's_bo~} is, there a,re 
still a few areas where we are left wishing 
for a bit more satisfaction. But in toto, this 
volume is a powerful apol6getic for 'the dis· 
pensational pos_ition. 1d should

1 
be in the 

library of everyy~as~t~o~r-c,/!...-__ , ____ _ 
I 

✓ DISPENSATIONALISM TODAY , Charles 
Caldwell Ryrie, Moody, 1965 . 221 
pages, $3.95 . 

The author's purpose in writing this 
book is stated very tersely: "to try to 
correct some misconceptions about DIS
PENSATIONALISM which have given rise 
to fa:lse charges against it, and to give a 
positive presentation of the system as it 
is being taui ht in the latter part of the 
twentieth century. " 

This is_ a lvery timely book dealing with 
a very pertinent subject; it can be read 
with great profit by ministers, teacher~ , 
and laymen. It will whet your desire to 
delve more deeply into the Script ures in 
search of that et e rna l truth which may be 

, \ su~Jected to-ari\,t ype of investigation . 
\ O<•>•~ P • " •"" ' " , 

DISPENSATIONALISM Today by Charles Ryrie (Moody Press, 1965, 221 pp., $3.95. 
Reviewed by Dr. Donald W. Burdick, Professor of New Testament. 

!~:;:_g~~~~t~~rt~~irg~lli~:~:aJ 
. sm against the distinctives of convenantal theol~ 
l.-p"lr\ 0, .. o\c.-(.. Ev"-'I"'-'\" 1=:,c:,oV-~ O~ \~ i... l 

Fighiing straw men is a deceptive activity-deceptive because the would-be victo 
assumes that he has demolished his opponent when in reality he has merely conquere 
a figment of his own imagination. Dispensationalists claim that this has been the cas 
in many attacks directed against their system. Dispensatlonalism Today, consequentlJ 
serves a most valuable purpose. Its thorough but concise presentf!tion of the curren 
dispensational position will be helpful to both friend and foe. The author, who is dea; 
of the graduate school at Dallas Theological Seminary, has attempted to present a clea 
picture of dispensationalism "as it is being taught today. " And while it must be recogniz 
ed that there are varying viewpoints within the dispensational camp, he has succeede1 
in outlining the main distinctives and characteristics to which the majority of dispens 
ationalists hold. For example, he identifies the essence of dispensationalism as tho 
distinction between Israel and the church, which, he claims, grows out of the consisten 
application of a literal hermeneutic to the Scriptures. He treats such crucial points a 
salvation in dispensationalism (in all ages salvation is by grace through faith ) and th1 
church in dispensationalism (church is limited to the present dispensation and is thu, 
distinct from Israel). He discusses the positions of the covenant theologian and th1 
ultra-dispensationalist. And he concludes w ith a most commendable plea for integritJ 
in the current debate, for a recognition of the broad areas of agreement, and foi 
tolerance toward those who differ concerning the validity of the system. 

It is to be hoped that Dr. Ryrie's helpful treatise will be read far and wide. It can
not fail to make a positive contribution to a better understanding of God's infallibh 
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