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If you ate the one American in four who does not drink alco
holic beverages, you are eligible to apply for th is new, low-cost, 
Gold Star Medical-Surgical-Nurse Plan that pays you up to 
$1,320.00 in sickness and accident benefits! 

You can apply for this new protection regardless of how old 
you are now-there is NO age limit! And Gold Star pays in 
addition to any other coverage or compensation you may have. 
Yet, because you've been guarding your health all along by not 
drinking, you get this big-benefit protection for only pennies a 
day! 

In fact, to introduce you to a great new Gold Star plan, we 
make this special offer: Act by February 27, 1965 and you may 
have one whole month's coverage for just $ I- less than four 
cents a day! 

FOLKS SELDOM HAVE ENOUGH PROTECTION. DO YOU? 
Righi now, you probably have some hospital coverage. You 
may feel you're "safe" from all the fi nancial burdens of sickness 
and accident. But hospital coverage usua lly takes care of only 

t of your expenses. Are you protected against the soaring 
of surgery, doctors' visits, home nursing care? 

,w, with thi~ new Gold Star plan, you WILL be protected! 
get up to $1000.0U for a registered nurse! T hat's right, after 

J have been in the hospital just 5 days or more, you are en-
titled to receive $10.00 a day for a registered nurse full time-
while convalescing at home-for up to 100 days! You also get 
up to $300.00 for surgery, regardless of whether it is performed 
in or out of the hospital; or you get up to $320.00 for your 
doctor's visits-while in the hospital, if surgery is not performed 
-payable at the rate of $4.00 a day! 

******************* * * 
** EVEN IF ** YOU NOW HAV E ** O R D I NARY HOSPITALIZATION ** 
* 

INSURA NCE, YOU STILL NEED * 
ADD I TIONAL P ROT E CTION * FOR THOSE M ED ICAL, S U R GI· * * CAL AND N U RSING EXPENS ES * * NOT USUALLY CO V ERED* * BY S T A N DA RD H OSPITAL * * P OL I CIES . * 

* * ******************* 
MAIL APPLICATION TODAY- "LATER" MAY BE TOO LATE! 
T he chances are one in seven that even you will spend some 
time in the hospital this year. A fa ll on the stairs, in the bathtub, 
on the sidewalk-a sudden illness or operation-could lay you 
up for weeks, months, perhaps even years. 

Once you gel sick or have an accident, it's too late to buy 
protection at any price. That's why we urge you to act now
before anything unexpected happens-and before th is enroll
ment closes midnight Saturday, February 27, I 965. 

Just fill out the brief application below and mail it with only 
$1 for your first month's coverage. Your protection will begin 
at noon of the day we receive your completed application. The 
policy will be sent to your home right away BY MAIL- no 
salesman will visit you. When it arrives, examine its benefits 
and features. Have it checked, if you wish, by your lawyer, 
doctor or other trusted adviser. If you are not completely satis
fied , let us know within 10 days and your money will be 
promptly refunded. 

"Fine," you're probably saying by this time, "but how much 
will all this cost after my firs! month?" Very little! Once you 
are a member of this Gold Star plan, you may continue for just: 

$1.97 per month if your age at renewal is 39 or under. 
$3.89 per month if your age at renewal is 40-59. 
$ 6 6. 8 per month if your age al renewal is 60 or over. 

And, as a special addit ional Gold Star feature, you can save 
two months' premiums by paying yearly! 
TIME IS PRECIOUS-ACT NOW! 
Remember, this enroll ment clo es Saturday, February 27, 1965, 
and you must mail your application before midnight of that 
date to take advantage of lhis special offer! 

Mail com.Rleted aEplication with $1 for each person to be covered to: 
T E GOL STAR PLAN, Volley Forge, Pennsylvania 

r cQ"><$~,q,,.q,cq,cq,<.Q,,.Q,~cQ">~•<Q-.~~..q,~~~.Q>~ s?s'i~; 

•~ APP LICAT ION TO NATIONAL LIBERTY LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, VA LLEY FORG E, PA . : 
I 

NAME (Please Print) J 
I First Midd le In itial Last J 
I ADDRESS J 
I Street City Zone State 

I ~ 
I AGE DATE OF BIRTH SEX Male D Female D 

Month Day Year ~ 
I 

I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: (DO NOT include name that appears above). I ~ 

'J 
NAME RELATIONSH IP AGE DATE OF BI RTH ~ 

'J 
~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

' 
~ 

~ 
Neither I, nor any per~on(s) listed above use alcoholic beverages; have had no previous rejection of any application for health, hospital, or life insurance; ~ 

., , and have not been advised to have an operation which has not yet been performed. I hereby apply for the Gold Star Medical-Surgical-Nurse Plan, Form ~ 
~NLLE-4-10-64. I have enclosed $1.00 for each person listed above for the first month's coverage. I understand the policy is not in force until actually 
issued. 
If! for any reason, I am not completely satisfied with this new protection-I may return my policy wilhin ten (10) days for cancelling and my payment 

! 
will be promptly refunded. If I decide to continue, I may do so at the special Gold Star rates for the attained age(s) at renewal date. 

SIGNATURE X Date 
NLLE 4A-10-64 

NOTE: Those eligible for coverage as a Family Member a re your husband or wife, dependent single children under ' 
§ age 19 and any adult dependent(s). ~ 

- - - - ~~~~,q..q,..q,,O><Q,~~.q,,~ 



Many churches today are taught a ''new faith" that 

~ Hows for a trust in Jesus Christ apart from the 

..:riptural facts about Him. by Charles Ryrie 

■ IT HAS BEEN almost fifty years 
since neo-orthodoxy was born into 
this world t hrough the writings 
of Karl :ijarth. Since then t his sys
tem of belief, which has spread so 
rapidly, has traveled in the best of 
circles. Today it is in scores of 
seminaries and is being preached 
from church pulpits that a few 
years ago were fundamental. Neo
orthodoxy has also developed a pro
lific and peculiarly deceptive li tera
ture recognized only by. those who 
know what to look for. 

Exactly what is neo-orthodoxy 
and how does it affect those who 
subscribe to its strange and hard
to-understand tenets? What influ
ence has it had on these congrega
tions exposed to its teachings and 
what will be its effect on the life 
of the church in the next fifty 
years? Does it really affect average 
':hristians or is it merely a ques-

n of theological debate? 
::ontr ary to what many people 

Jieve, neo-orthodoxy is not just 
another brand of the old liberal 
thinking that tried to deny almost 
every cardinal truth in the Scrip
tures. In a way, neo-orthodoxy has 
even purged many churches from 
the snare of liberal teaching. 

Some feel t hat conservative 
churches ought to be grateful to 
the founder of neo-orthodoxy, Karl 
Barth, for delivering the church 
from the curse of the old liberalism. 
Others feel that Barth's work is 
part of the increasing spirit of 
Antichrist in Christendom. 

N eo-orthodoxy is called by sev
eral names. It is used to designate 
what the leaders of the movement 
like to t hink of as the call away 
from the old liberalism and back 
to the orthodox theology of the 
Reformation. For this reason it is 
also sometimes called the new Re
formation theology. These men feel 
that since their theology calls men 
back to such basic doctrines as the 
sinfulness of men, the need for 
forgiveness and the importance of 
' lie Word, it should be called a new 

" ,thodoxy or new Reformation 
theology. 

The movement is also called 
Barthianism after the man who 
fifty years ago took issue with 
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the prevailing theology and who 
led the way into t his new system. 
Even though many of Barth's dis
ciples have not followed their 
leader in every respect, the label 
sticks, for he is the titular head 
of t he school of neo-orthodox the
ology. 

+ WHO IS THIS MAN Karl Barth? 
Born in Switzedand in 1886, Barth 
studied in the leading universities 
of his day and under outstanding 
liberal professors. Though he was 
originally a thoroughgoing liberal 
his liberalism and orientation in 
philosophy began to crumble under 
the questions which he himself be
gan to ask during his first pas
torate. 

The practical pressure of know
ing that his parishioner came to 
church to hear a message from 
God and not the opinions or specu
lations of the preacher also forced 
him to reexamine his own theologi
cal position. 

In 1917 Barth published a com
mentary on Romans which struck 
like a clap of thunder with its 
announcement that God must be 
allowed to be God and that if any
thing is going to be done for man, 
He must do it. Now to those who 
believed all t he Bible said about 
God, this was very refreshing. But 
this is not all neo-orthodoxy has 
to say. During these nearly fifty 
years since that first work, Barth 
has been working on his Dog
matics, which is his systematic 
theology. It is not completely fin
ished even now and may never be. 
But it is in this work that we 
unders tand more of what Barthian
ism teaches. 

Others have contribu ted to what 
Barth has to say, such as Emil 
Brunner and Reinhold Niebuhr. 
Brunner, a lso a Swiss born just 
three years af ter Barth, differs 
with Barth in that he believes 
tha t God reveals Himself through 
natural means as well as super
natural. N iebuhr is an American, 
born six years after Barth, and 
his special emphasis is on t he so
cial gospel within the neo-orthodox 
framework. 

Now just what is it that t hese 

men teach about the fundamentals 
of the fa ith and what is the effect 
upon the average man s itting in 
the pews? 

The most important thing to 
understa nd about neo-orthodoxy is 
to know what is meant by its con
cept of the "Word" af)d its relation 
to the Bible. Evangelicals are ac
customed to using th~ term Word 
of God to mean either the written 
Word, that is the Bible, or the 
living Word, t hat is Christ. Neo
orthodoxy uses it only to mean 
Christ. Therefore, when the Bar
thian talks about the revelation of 
God in the Word, he means in 
Christ. 

Of course there is nothing heret
ical about this, for God was re
vealed in Christ. It is in the rela
t ion of Christ and the Bi·ble that 
Barthianism differs from evan
gelicalism. That i s, we believe that 
revelat ion is in the words of the 
Bible as well as in the histC\rical 
event of the coming of Christ. Neo
orthodoxy believes that the Bible 
itself is not a revelation from God 
but that it only points to or wit
nesses to the revelation of God in 
Christ. Thus the parts of the Bible 
which speak of Christ are more 
inspired than the parts which do 
not. 

This allows the Barthian to ac
cept all the conclus ions of liberalism 
about errors in the Bible. The 
Barthian says that Adam did not 
really live; there was no place 
called the garden of Eden; t he 
Bible is full of scientific and his
torical inaccuracies ; the Gospel 
writers invented facts about Christ, 
and so on. 

+ How CAN THE AVERAGE Christian 
discern all of this when readi ng 
or listening to ministers affected 
and influenced by Barthians? There 
are several tests to apply. First, 
does the author or preacher con
sider the first chapters of Genesis 
to be actual history? That is, does 
he regard Adam as a real person 
who lived on this earth at a cer tain 
time? The Bart hian does not so 
regard Adam but understands him 
as a ficti t ious man who merely 
pictures you and me as sinners. 
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Second, does he acknowledge the 
Bible itself as a revelation or the 
revelation itself? Sometimes a neo
orthodox will say that the Bible 
points to the Word (Christ). If he 
avoids saying that the Bible is a 
revelation from God, this is a symp
tom of neo-orthodoxy. 

Third, be alert to what he says 
about mistakes in the Bi·ble, par
t icularly in the areas of science, 
history and the Gospels. Of course, 
liberals also consider the Bible to 
be full of errors and, unfortunately, 
today some former conservatives 
do too. But to the Barthian these 
fact ual errnrs make no difference 
to the "truth" which the Bible 
s tories ar e trying to convey. 

For instance, the resurrection of 
Christ is most important to neo
or thodoxy, but whether or not the 
body of Jesus came out of the 
tomb makes little difference. In 
other words, they believe that you 
can have the truth of someth ing 
without the facts. To most of us, 
this seems like an obvious logical 
impossibility, but the Bar thian 
takes it in stride as part of his 
system. 

Once my wife a nd I had a get
together in our home for the mem
bers of a class s tudying neo-ortho
doxy. We decorated the house with 
typical Barthian comments. On the 
kitchen door we placed this s ign: 
"This is the kitchen. If you think 
you are going to have refreshments 
tonight, remember that the truth 
of refreshments is more impor tant 
than the fact of refreshments !" 
And so goes this Barthian inter
pretation of the "truth" of the 
Bible without its facts. 

+ IF JESUS CHRIST is so important 
to neo-orthodoxy as the revelation 
of God, one would naturally think 
that Barthianism is quite or thodox 
on the person and work of Chris t. 
But this is not the case. To the 
Barthian the facts of the life of 
Christ a re not nearly so .important 
as the significance of His life. 

Of course, you would have to say 
this if, as the Barthian does, you 
accepted the critics' attacks on the 
his toricity of the Gospels a nd yet 
at the same time you wanted to 
preser ve the "significance" of 
J esus Christ. If you believed, as 
t hey do, that many of the stories 
in the Gospels we re concocted by 
the early chu rch or that John's 
Gospel is a novel about J esus writ
ten by a trembling old man, then 
you have to search fo r some way 
to give significance to the life of 
Chr is t on the basis of what is re-

WHAT IS THIS 
WOMAN DOING? 
a. WEARING a new dress that fits her beautifi,. . 
b. SHOWING her dress to a group of frielfllor!' 
c. EARNING up to $23 a week in her spare time? 
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corded in the Bible. His sig nifi
cance, they say, lies chiefly in the 
cross. 

Just what does the c1·oss mean 
in neo-orthodoxy? It revea ls God's 
·=,spleasure with sin and it is the 

'-:!r.'gn of election of all in Christ to 
life (this hints of universalism; 
t hat is, that all men will eventually 
be saved) . The death of Christ is 
more of a display of God's f eeling 
toward sin and of His love toward 
the s in ner than it is a subs titu
tionary atonement for s in. Al
though the Barthian preacher or 
writer wi ll speak of Christ dying 
for us, he will hardly ever mention 
the blood of Christ as an expiation 
for s in. The testimony of the Bible 
about t he blood is very clear and 
s trong, but the wit ness of neo
orthodoxy is vague a nd weak. 

+ How CAN A BELIEVER help some
one who has become involved in 
nee-orthodoxy? To begin with, one 
has to keep in mind several factors. 
For ins tance, Barthianism denies 
t he historicity of Adam but affirms 
the historicity of Christ. Such an 
inconsistency is emphatically dis
a llowed by the teaching of Romans 
5: 12-21. Here Pa ul clearly teaches 
that a t a certain t ime, in a cer tain 
place, a certain person, Adam, did 
' cer tain t hing. If you remove t ime 
nd space from the passage, what 

is left? And if nothing is left of 
Adam, then the parallelism of the 
passage requires you to conclude 
that nothing is real about the work 
of Christ. If the Barthian denies 
what Paul teaches about Christ in 
Romans 5 :12-21, then he has gone 
right back to liberal ism. If he ac
cepts what is taught about Christ, 
then logically he should accept what 
is recorded about Adam. 

Or again, one may try to show 
the person taken up with neo
orthodoxy that the Bible itself 
claims to be a revelation in words. 
Paul claimed that what he taught 
in his epis tles was "not in the 
words which man's wisdom teach
eth, but which the Holy Ghost 
teacheth" (I Cor. 2 : 13) . Revela
t ion was in words and specifically 
in the words of the Bible. 

Too, one may point to t he use 
the Lord J esus made of the Bible. 
Since Barthians believe that Christ 
is the revelation of God, whatever 
His opinion of the Bible was ought 
to be thei rs also. Christ appealed 

the Bible again and again as t he 
~ al author ity which could never 

be challenged. He quoted the Old 
Testament in His temptation, and 
His answer to Satan was s imply 
put on the bas is that "it is wr it-
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ten," not " it witnesses'" (Matt. 
4: 4, 7, 10 ; 19 :3-9; J ohn 10:35). 
The Lord believed t hat the Bible 
is the Word of God, inspired and 
author itative. Acknowledging the 
authority of Christ (which t he 
Bar thian professes to do) requires 
acknowledging the aut hori ty of 
t he Bible. 

In a church with a conservative 
background neo-or thodoxy can do 
nothing but lead the members away 
from the truth and especia lly from 
the au thori ty of the Bible. And 
when the authority of the Bible is 
displaced (even with the neo
orthodox emphas is on t he authority 
of Christ ), there is bound to be 
declens ion in spirit ual life. 

The authori ty of Jesus Christ is 
never separate from the written 
Word, and a proper a uthoritative 
attitude toward the Bible a lways 
leads one to acknowledge the mas
tery of Christ. Neo-orthodoxy tries 
to divorce the two in order to main
tain some sembla nce of a uthority 
and yet allow for a Bible containing 
errors. N ea-orthodoxy does not lead 
one back to Reformation theology. 
It is unbiblical, for it does not call 
men back to the Bible as the basic, 
objective and final authority. In the 
final analysis the authority of neo
orthodoxy is subjective, for any
body can interpret t he Bible as he 
wishes. 

N eo-orthodoxy seems like a per 
fect combination which allows one 
to accept the conclus ions of liberal
ism and at the same time to preach 
evangelically. Nevertheless, it is 
divisive when it attempts to pene
trate evangelical churches, and i t is 
under sharp criticism from liberals . 
It cannot get along with either 
group. 

+ WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE of t his 
teaching? Will another false philos
ophy take its place? If trends in 
Amercian theology run true to 
form, neo-ort hodoxy will soon be on 
the wane. It is being challenged 
now in E urope by Bultmann and 
his followers and is being displaced 
by various forms of a "new liberal
ism" led by theolog ian Paul T illich 
and popularized by a heritical book, 
Robinson's Honest to God. How
ever, its waning influence will not 
reach the average church which has 
been taught neo-or thodoxy for some 
time, simply because many preach
ers continue to preach what they 
have been taught in seminary, and 
many today a re still being taught 
Barthianism. 

L ike most false philosophies, this 
will pass, but its damage will be 
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permanent to this generation. Like 
all biblical questions, the norm is 
the Scriptures presented in their 
clearest, normal sense. 

Perhaps as the pendulum swings 
' h new winds of doctrine, and 

~er the present leaders of neo
orthodoxy die, some of the dis
tinctivenesses will be dulled so that 
Barthianism may serve as a theo
logical bridge in t he ecumenical 
attempt to unite liberal and conser
vative churches. But one thing is 
certain: as we approach the end 
of the age things will not get 
better. Knowledge wi ll increase, 
but not the knowledge of the tru th, 
and with t hat declension will come 
evil men and seducers waxing 
worse and worse (II Tim. 3 :7, 13) . 
In the face of this prospect, the 
believer's only sure defense is to 
abide in the Holy Scriptures which 
are inspired and authoritative (II 
Tim. 3: 14-17). Only orthodoxy -
never neo-orthodoxy - will help 
you to do that. END 

AMBASSADORS 
An ambassador in modern times, 

as in ancient times, is a person 
who holds a position of responsi
bility and trust. He is a liaison 
between his own country and the 

·mtry to which he is sent-a rep
~entative with f ull credentials, 
a commission and a message. He 
has authority, knowledge, under
standing and must use discretion 
in his work. 

Paul was a wholehearted repre
sentative of Christ wherever he 
went, and God blessed his labors. 
This is also true of the Christian 
in our own modern age. He or she 
represents Christ and is invested 
with the highest authority to do 
good and to win souls for t he king
dom of heaven. His message is the 
everlasting gospel. 

"Be ready always to give an 
answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is 
in you, with meekness and fear." 
-War Cry. 

• • • 
An old ge ntleman got up once in 
a meeting a nd said he had lived 
nearly a ll his life on G rumble 
street, but not long ago he had 
moved over on Thanksgiving street. 
His face showed it . Paul and Silas 
in jail at Ph ilippi, when they had 
received stripes on the back and 

'Jd their feet in the stocks, still 
ang p ra ises to God. If some of us 

were in jail, with our feet in the 
stocks, I don't t hink we wou ld sing 
much. We want a cheerful Chris
tian ity.-D. L. Moody 
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interesting, h elpful fea
tures make each Issue of 
THE SWORD invaluable . 
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A Glance at What is Ahead 

Rejection (Feb. 21) To confess Christ and deny the cross is a 
re jection of the gospel. 

Recognition ( Feb. 28) Pe rfect forgiveness, like every other p erfec
tion, comes through p ractice . 

Presumption ( Mar. 7) "What do I get o ut of it?" is poor Chris
tianity. 

Exposure ( Ma r. 14) The hearts of men are unveiled by the gosp~ .,.. ' 
of Ch rist. 

February 21 
Jesus, the Christ 
Matthew 16:13-26 

MEMORY SELECTION: Then 
said Jesus unto his disciples, I f 
any man will come af ter me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me.-Matthew 
16:24 

Keep in Mind 

The incident of out· lesson took 
place during a vacation, when our 
Lord took His disciples away from 
t he pressure of the crowds for 
physical and spiritual renewal. 
Such t imes were necessary also to 
secure quiet for inst r ucting them, 
in view of the r espons ibilities 
which would come upon them after 
His departure. 

Caesarea P hilippi was situated 
on the southwest base of Mount 
Hermon, north of Galilee. Its orig
inal name was Panias, a center of 
the worship of Pan. Philip the 
tetrarch named it Caesal'ea in 
honor of Augustus, and added his 
own name, both to honor himself 
and to distinguish it from Caesarea 

~n subJCCUI n nd Scripture t exts ac loctcd and 
copyr ighted by l nternntlona.l Council o f Rc llaious 1-:!duca
tto n: u aed b )' permission . 

Sebas te (or Palestina ) on ~11e 

coast , where P eter later led the 
centurion to Christ. ·--.... 

Consider These Points 

l. Confession (vv. 13-16) . It is 
not iceable that Jesus did not tell 
the disciples that He was Christ, 
the Son of God, but rathel' He lived 
and worked and taught before them 
and t hen said, "Who am I?" One 
who lived and worked and taught 
as He did was bound to be the 
object of much rumor and specula
tion, but He believed that the 
Father who was with Him would 
enlighten those whose minds were 
open and whose hearts were obe
dien t . I am sure our Lord knew 
when the crisis of r evelation had 
come to His apost les. He asked His 
quest ion to give them opportunity 
to express what had dawned on 
them. Of course we cannot be sure 
how keenly the others were aware 
of Jesus' true identity, but pot or 
spoke as one to whom it h · 
come an unshakeable con 
Both the messiahship and th, --.;:, 
are here declared. 

2. Comm endation (vv. 17-19) . 
How did P eter learn that Jesus 
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