
redd on the horizontal axis rather 
than the vertical. and to be opened 
bottom-to-top rather than right-to
left. There is a logical reason: all the 
maps were drawn originally in the 
horizontal orientation for wide
screen projection with east to the top. 
north to the left. Instead of binding 
the book in normal fashion. one 
wonders if a horizontal book, bound 
on the short left edge. might not 
have been a better solution. 

Completeness may a lso be a prob
lem. Random checking of several 
maps against the Scriptural accounts 
reveals some remarkable omissions. 
Nowhere in the book are Sodom and 
Gomorrah listed or located on a 
map . Other cities of doubtful location 
are shown with question marks. so 
the uncertainty of location is not the 
problem. Sodom and Gomorrah are 
simply unaccounted for. Mt. Eba! ap 
pears on approriate maps but foils to 
make the index. Mt. Gilboah is ab
sent entirely. Makkedah (a city men
tioned several time; in Joshua 10) is 
missing from maps and indexes. My 
cursory test leads me to expect that 
some site is probably missing from 
each of the historical maps. 

Problems aside , this is a hand
some book of real map a_rtistry, and 
probably belongs in any collection 
that supports intensive historical 
studies of the Bible. Map aficionados 
will enjoy using it for the clarity and 
cleanness of its cartography; it gives 
an excellent feel for the shape of the 
land. Bible students will find it more 
useful than many atlases as a tool-in
hand while reading geographical/ 
historical passages. But, as noted 
above, it does not replace a standard 
Bible atlas; its purposes are rather 
narrowly limited. 

Doe• laenancy Matter"f by 
James Montgomery Boice. 
Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House, 
second edition, July 1981. 46 pp. 
Paper -$1. 95. ISBN 0-8423-0653-6 

Reviewed by Ruth C. Deariny, 
Teacher of Theology and New Testa
ment Greek. Prairie Bible Institute, 
Three Hills, AB, Canada. 

Called "a guide for discussion," 
this little book poses leading ques-

!ions at the end of each chapter. The 
material is suitable for Bible study 
classes or personal study. In the 
space of 46 pages the subject of iner
rancy cannot be developed in depth , 
but, for ·someone who wants 
something concise and pointed o n 
the topic, this book is full of helpful 
informa tion. 

In the Foreword J.I. Packer 
shows the need of the term "inerran
cy'' because other related words such 
as ''.inspired.·• ·"infallible. ' ' or 
"authoritative" have b~me what he 
calls "weasel words" through having 
some of their meaning "rubbed off. " 

James Boice, Chairman of the 
Internationa l Council on Biblical In
errancy and pastor of Tenth 
Presbyterian Church . Philadelphia , 
presents the importance of be lief in 
the inerrancy of Scripture under the 
heading, "A Place to Stand." If the 
Bible is r:iot inerrant, Christians have 
no authoritative voice from God, no 
ground for preaching the Word as 
from God , and no basis for holy liv
ing and ethical requirement. 

He defines inerrancy first by 
showing what it is not, second by 
making clear that it applies only to 
the original autographs, and then by 
stating that it means the Bible is 
"wholly true." In a nutshell inerrancy 
is: 

What Scripture Says, God 
Says-Through Hum a n 
Agents and Without Error. (p . 
15) 

Four basic reasons for believing 
in in errancy are briefly developed: 
(1) The Bible teaches it , (2) Jesus af
firmed it, (3) The church has believ
ed in it (here he cites writers from the 
second century to the twentieth cen
tury-lrenaeus. Cyril of Jerusalem, 
Augustine, Luther, Calvin , Machen, 
Torrey , Francis Schaeffer) , (4) God's 
character demands it. If God is a 
God of truth , He cannot lie. "In the 
fin al analysis, an attack on the Bible 
is an a ttack on the character of God ." 
(p. 24) 

One short chapter deals with 
alleged errors. Boice shows that the 
results of biblical and archaeological 
investigations have exploded many 
so-called errors. Even Time 
magazine acknowledged this in a 
cover story December 30, 1974, 
"After more than two centuries of 

facing the heaviest scientific guns that 
could be brought to bear, the Bible 
has survived-and is perhaps the 
bette~ for the siege. Even on the 
critics' own terms- h istorical 
fact-the Scriptures seem more ac
ceptable now than they did when the 
rationalists began the attack." (p. 28) 

A very helpful chapter points out 
the responsibility of Christians to be 
prepared to answer attacks on the 
truthfulness of Scripture, and gives 
solid answers to a number of objec
tions to inerrancy. 

The book includes a select 
bibliography, and also a glossary of 
terms related to the subject of iner
rancy, such as: accommodation 
theory, autographs , canonicity, 
dynamic inspiration , existentialism, 
higher criticism , plenary inspiration, 
and many others . The final four 
pages, "God's Word Says . .. ," 
quote a number of verses from both 
the Old and New Testaments on 
these topics: The Eternal Word, 
God's Word is Perfect, Power of 
God's Word , God Speaks to Man, 
Rule for Judgment, God's Word Re
jected, Growth and Guidance, 
Pro hecy. and Healing and Hope. 

What Yoa Shoald Know Aboat 
lnenancy, by Charles C. Ryrie. 
Chicago: Moody Press, 1981. 109 
pp. Paper $2. 95. ISBN 
0-8024-8785-8 

Reviewed by Ruth C. Dearing, 
Teacher of Theology and New Testa
ment Greek, Prairie Bible Institute, 
Three Hills, Alberta , Canada . 

Reading time is minimal due to 
wide margins and blank pages be
tween chapters. The printing is bold 
on heavy paper. 

Charles C. Ryrie, Professor of 
Systematic Theology at Dallas 
Theological Seminary, likens the im
portant doctrines of our faith to a 
series of dominoes standing in a line 
with the credibility of the Bible as the 
first domino. If the first domino falls it 
"inevitably affects some, most, or 
even all of the others .... Without a 
reliable Bible, how can we be certain 
that our understanding of Christ is 
correct? ... How can we know the 
truth about the Holy Spirit?" (p. 10) 

Not many years ago one or two 
words such as " inspired" or "verbal" 
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i sufficed to affirm one's belief in the 
inspiration of the Bible. Today we 
have had to add many more words 
because the meaning of some words 
has become eroded by differing inter
pretations. In our day it is necessary 
to say, "I believe in the verbal, 
plenary, infallible, unlimited inerran
cy of the Bible." (p. 17) 

Ryrie convincingly answers those 
who state that inerrancy is a 
nonessential doctrine, and then 
clearly defines inerrancy, not only 
negatively, "being without error," but 
also positively, "the Bible tells the 
truth." He helpfully shows by illustra
tion and by scriptural example that 
"truth" can "include approximations, 
free quotations, language of ap
pearances, and different accounts of 
the same event as long as these do 
not contradict." (p. 30) 

If we believe that the entire Bible 
is "God-breathed," as II Timothy 
3: 16 tells us, and that God is true 
and is Truth, then we must believe 
that God's Word is truth. "A God
breathed Bible must be a true Bible." 
{p. 41) God's inspiration requires its 
accuracy. In dear exposition of II 
Peter 1: 21 Ryrie shows how God used 
sinful men to write the words of 
Scripture, yet kept them from human 
error. 

Three vital chapters present what 
Christ said concerning the reliability 
of the Bible. Christ believed in the ac
curacy and authority of each word of 
Scripture. He "built sophisticated 
arguments on single words and even 
the tense of a verb." (p. 72) He en
dorsed the factual history of many 
controversial passages of the Old 
Testament. He stated that "man lives 
by euery word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God." 

Two other chapters deal with six
teen alleged errors-seven from the 
Old Testament and nine from the 
New Testament. Ryrie shows that 
there are "reasonable explanations" 
for these problems. However, he 
also counsels that even if one cannot 
immediately see an explanation he 
can believe "it i's not an error and that 
either fu ther research will 
demonstrate that or he will under
stand the solution in heaven." (p. 
82) 

In the last chapter he suggests 
disastrous deviations which often 

result from the abandonment of iner
rancy-the domino effect. One 
deviation is the denial of the miracles 
of the Bible and the substitution of a 
naturalistic explanation of them. 
Another deviation is in the area of 
sex, with a tolerance toward 
adultery, homosexuality, abortion, 
and divorce. A third deviation is in 
the area of subordination to authority 
whether of government or in the 
home. The Bible loses its authority 
and is replaced with "human, ex
istential. subjective authority." (p. 
107) He points out that "errantist 
professors affect their students who 
affect their churches who affect their 
denominations." (p. 109) 

The author is clear, convincing 
and forthright. He presents the case 
for inerrancy without apology, and 
affirms the vital importance of an 
unyielding stand on an inerrant 
Bible. 

The Apostles, by Donald Guthrie. 
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975. 
422 pp. (Paper) $10. 95 ISBN 
0-310-25420-5 

Reviewed by Johnny V. Miller, 
Faculty, ·Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, SC 

Zondervan has published a 
paper back edition of Guthrie's study 
of the News Testament from Acts to 
Revelation. 

If you 're looking for clues as to 
what happened to the apostles after 
they dropped out of sight, you will 
not find them here. This is strictly 
New Testament survey, purposed 
"to present the New Testament infor
mation about the apostles and to set 
their writings in the context of early 
Christian history." 

With the account of Acts as his 
framework, Guthrie intersperses his 
narrative exposition of each New 
Testament epistle in its proper 
historical position in Acts and after
ward, making it easy to study the 
New Testament chronologically. He 
does not simply recount facts, but at
tempts to explain historical, social, 
and even psychological processes 
behind the facts, weaving these 
elements in with his explanation of 
the argument of each book. 

The text is not New Testament 
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introduction·, but it is based upon the 
conservative conclusions from 
Guthrie's New Testament Introduc
tion (IVP). It would have helped to 
have had a paragraph regarding the 
dating of each of the epistles. 

The text is an excellent compan
ion to the Bible. and would be 
valuable for survey courses on Acts 
to Revelation for those interested in 
the historical order of the books. 

The Words and Works of 
Jesus Christ, by J. Dwight 
Pentecost. Grand Rapids: Zonder
van, 1981. $16.95 ISBN 
0-310-30940-9 

Reviewed by Johnny V. Miller, 
Faculty, Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, SC. 

A unique thematic approach to 
the life of Christ is this book's own 
claim to space on shelves laden with 
works about the Lord. 

The theme is: Jesus Christ was 
introduced to Israel as her Messiah, 
and He authenticated that claim by 
His words and works. He offered the 
Kingdom but was rejected so He 
prepared His disciples to continue 
His ministry. He died to provide 
salvation, and rose to prove the 
legitimacy of His original offer. 

The framework for the study is 
Pentecost's own, but the supporting 
narrative borrows heavily. in fact 
almost half, from other older writers 
on the life of Christ, such as Eder
sheim, Farrar and Shepard (mis
spelled Shepherd) . The fact that they 
are older does not mean their data is 
untrue, but the buyer should be 
aware that he's getting reproduction, 
not first-hand research. In fact, the 
appendix on Biblical backgrounds is 
almost totally quotation and could be 
replaced by a couple of footnotes to 
standard reference works, and a cou
ple of dollars saved. 

The text is arranged as a 
chronological harmonization of the 
Gospel accounts, but there is no ex
planation of how either the har: 
monization or the chronology was ar
rived at. Perhaps Pentecost's recent
ly published harmony is meant as a 
companion volume, but this text 
does not say so. 

The volume is completely devoid 
of introductory matters, ·except for 


