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ANOTHER GOSPEL

Charles C. Ryrie

"Now then we areambassadors for Christ, as though God was making
an announcement through us: we tell you on Christ's behalf, you are
reconciled to God." No, that's not s1mp1y a different translation, but

a dxffvrent gospel, and a widespread one a: that.

Essentially, that's the way the ngw.ﬁﬂiversalism would write 2

Corinthains 5:20. And that's the mess@ge belng preached from many pulpits
pr

and by many missionaries around the w@%lq‘“vﬂot CAM miss1onaries (and
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never, we pray), but by many.
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I say the new un1versa113m, althdpgh“uhe hellef that all will ult1mate1y
be saved (usually after a temporary DEtiI‘ bf punishment) has been around since
the second century. But the new unive?%ali@m declares that 311 men are nNow
saved though some do not realize it. : '1ﬁe»30b of the preacher and. the
r‘ g
missionary is to tell them that they a?pfa%;eady‘savgd.
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Fanta§tic? Yes, but true. One uﬁ&yﬁq;alist entitles the chapter in his
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theology which deals with the subject “ﬁni#@rsal Homecoming." Another talks
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about God's radical love'that pursues men until all are saved. Still another

.sees all elected in the elect man Christ.

But, you-&sk, can these people‘giie any seriptural proof for such a
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doetrine? Some of the verses commoni??%?pgaled Eorare Jobn B2e32 0" « . will

. draw all men unto me;" 1 Cérinthians-isiﬁﬂ M. . . in Christ shall all be made
: { #

alives"” Philippiéns g 1T i DR S evéry tongue shall confess . . .;" and

1 Timothy 2:4 “who will have all men té be saved. . ." Universalists insist that
these verses teach that all people will ultimately be saved, but they do not
teach that. The first says that the cross makes possible the salvation of

both Jews and Gentiles; notice in the same passapge the Lord warned of judgment

on. rejectors (v. 48). The second is a statement that all who are in Christ (that

i, Christians) will be raised from the dead. The third assures that all people
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will some day acknoLlpdgp Jesus as Lord, but it does not say that all will
have received Him és Savior. The last expresses God's desire that all be saved,
but it is not a declaration that all will be saved.

But these verses must not be considered in isolation. They cannot
contradict other verses which universalists conveniently overlook. Consider,
for example, some of the Lord's own words. "He that believeth not the Son
shall not see life, but the wﬁatﬁiof God abideth on him" (John 3:36). "These
shall go away into‘everlasting;bgﬁjshment: but the righteous into life eternal"
(Matt. 25:46). The word for évéf§98ting and the word for eternal are the same;
therefore, it is 1mp0331b1e tgdaggue that eternal punishment is not unending

in the same way that eternal %ﬁfe«1s.
..

Paul said the same thing qbgfarlng that those who "obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Chr1st'. N & sggli,me punished with everlasting destruction from
i
the presence of the Lord" (2 ?hég$w 1:8-9). He also distinguished between two
groups of 11v1ng people and calied one "lost" and the other "saved." All men,
he said, are in one or the othemx?bndltzon in this life (1 Cor. 1: 1832 ‘Cor. 413).
' The wrlter to the Hebrews warMalaﬁat no one shall escape if he neglects so great
§
salvation (2:3). 'Jﬁiz
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The Bible is perfectly cléﬁfjfthen on two points: every living person is
either saved or lest, and if af@ér%bn dies without receiving Christ as his
personal Savior from sin he wilI'bé eternally condemned.
While some uﬁiversalists-&@k;ppeal to the Bible for supportrof their
teaching, some prefer to argue theologically. They appeal to the nature of God
as being totally love. How, then, they ask, could such a God condemn anyone
either in this life or in the one to come? God is too pood, they add, to
Teject anyone. But, of course, God's character is not only love and goodness
(it certainly does include those characteristics), but it also involves

righteousness, holiness and wrath. Love and righteousness are equally ultimate

in God, but when righteousness is sacrificed to love (as universalists do), then



one is no longer describing the God of the Bible

What practical difference does it make whether universalism is right
e "y

or wrong? All the difference inftﬁé-world to missions. If the task of the

church is merely to announce totﬁéﬁ?and women that they are already saved,
there is little motivation to dﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁb about sacrificing to make such an
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announcement. True, if people knew they were saved, this life might be a bit

g

happier; but whether they know iﬂ

happens to them after death. AI%, eventually end up in heaven. So
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while I might be motivated to geﬁ;r

ey
no longer a life or death matter;

‘announcement out, getting it out is

s just a life or life matter! But if
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I believe that the Scriptures te 1at some people are lost now and some

will be eternally separated fﬁqﬁ“ nless they bélihﬁe before they die, then

preaching the gospel does become a ¢y urgent life or death matter.
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Universalism also makes p¥g ' the unsaved unnecessary, for

B e opens!thefﬁayffqn shifting

priorities so that evangelism eded by sdcia}.aqtidn.
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The history of the Univet%& urch in théfUnited States demonstrates

: ‘ A g

L3

this lack of urgency. The firs

independence, in 1779. After .
.
congregations and about 200,0&91

{
- This does not demonstrate much of

A s béiié?é*ghaﬁggll eiiher are or
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a missionary interest. And why{

will be éaved, why be concernedﬁr'”

my sons and daughters? But if Ib
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The universalist says: Jes“s?@ﬁé&%ﬁ is like a light that is on in a room.
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@Egre with their eyes closed. We would do

concerned? Why don't I give andf

The people in that room are sittiﬁg

T

them a favor if we would tell them the light is on and get them to open their eyes.
If they do, finej; if they don't, fine«: Fventually everyone will see the light.
The Bible says: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. But in order to see

Him, one must have new eyes, for all are blind from birth and incapable of seeing



— it QRN VIR N X
: 1. & £ e oaler TSR J I .7 ' IF
4 i BRAESL L o e ANE 5 el -

1 .%\TEQ&}:%@!‘. Those awlx_?%feject will also

~ God. Those who believe will 5%
T 'ﬁ ‘;'n, 4 F'lr‘ .,; y ';‘_7 i-‘
~ live forvever but in the outer d

Vz 0

A,

oy dia L4 Lo L
ke of fire.

& ) ¥ b
S b 4R h

SRR

i~

g _' ' o .
it it Al - 7
" iP g

=
AR

-

& AN _ D

B o A c-u'_-k_ o b

W RBALE R L U S e 0 T 0 1
:,;\,Lk“ky,_‘ﬁ.tﬁﬂ‘ & ';h.;’i'i;‘ (R A TREE ; A s ¥
\

{4 *
. g f‘l A
0 el e i}""; *". - LI TE R - Le 3 !
(o V

Foloa bl O S ey L8 S D AN £y
K st am W ol it i Bk 1 g vem S o
g 5 e - § T AR PR S LR | s f




