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THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

Dr. Charl es C. Ryrie 

Aut hor: Dr . Luke. 

Date and pl ace of wri ting: 'l'he book was written from Rome about A.D. 63 . 

Importance : (L) 

(2 ) 

(3) 

Historically, it is the on::i.y som·ce for the firs t 
cent ury. 

Dat e 
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41 
43 
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Doctrjnall y , it con ta.ins the seeds of doctrines l ater 
developed in the epi s t l es. 
Practically, it shows what men can do in t he po~·rer of 
a risen Savior; i t furnishes the principl es of revival 
and missionary workj i t gi.ves the dj_vine p.3.ttern for 
church govern.'!lent; by contrast it should make us con­
cerned for the state oi t he church i n the 20th century. 

CHROWOLOGY OF 'l'HE BOOK 

E11ent 
Death and resurrection of Christ 
Pentecost 
Witnessing i n Jerusalem 
Conversion of the Apostle Paul 
Paul in Damascus, Arabia, and back to Damascus 
Paul i n Tarsus 
Peter preaches to Gentiles at Caesarea 
Paul and Barnabas at Ant ioch 
Deat~ of James and Herod; i mprisonment of Peter 
First Missionary Journey 
Church Council at Jerusal em 
Second M:Lssionr:try Journey 
Wr iting of I and II Thessalonians from Corinth 
Third Mi ssionary Jom·ney 
Writing of Gal atians from Ephesus 
Writing of I Corinthians from Ephesus 
Writing of JI Corinthians f rorn Ephesus 
Writi ng of Romans f r om Corinth 
Journey to and arrest at Jerusalem 
Paul in pr i son at Caesarea 
Paul sent to Rome and i mpr isoned for 2 year s 
Writing of Ephesians from Roman prison 
Writing of Colossians from Foman prison 
Writing of Philemon from Roman prison 
Writing of Phil i ppi ans from Roman prison 

Chapters 
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9 
10-11 
J.l 
12 
1.3-14 
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16-18 

18- 21 

21-23 
2Li-26 
27- 28 
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OUTLtNE OF THE BOOK 

THE RISEN LORD , 1:1-26 

I. The Risen Lord Correct ing, 1: 1-7. 
A. Correction concerning service, 4-S. 
B. Correction concerning seasons, 6-7. 

II. The Risen Lord Commissioning, 1:8-11. 
A. The Nature of t he Commission, 8. Its Delivery. 
B. The Necessi ty for t he Commission, 9-11. Its Duration. 

III. The Risen Lord Choosing, 1:12-26. 
A. The Necessity for t he Choosing , 12-20. 
B. The Nature of the Choosi ng , 21- 26 . 

PENTECOST--BIRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH, 2:1-47 

I. The Prophecy of Pentecost, Lev . 23 :15- 21. 

II. The Power of Pentecost, 2:1-13. 
A. The Evidence of t he Spi r i t 's Coming , 2:1-4. 
B. The Effects of t he Spirit 's Coming, 2:S-13. 

III. The Preaching of Pentecost, 2:14-47. 
A. The Ser mon, 2:14- 36. Jesus i s Messiah. 
B. The Resul ts , 2:37-47. 

1. Convi ction, 37 •. 
2. Chango , 38- 41 , 
3. Church , 42-47. 

THE HEALiNG OF THE LAME MAN, 3:1-26 

I. The Miracle , 3:1-10. 
A. I t s Circumstances , 3:1-3. 
B. Its Characteristics , 3:4-7. 
c. I ts Consequences , 3:8-11. 

II. The Message , 3:12- 26 . 
Jesus , whom you ki lled, is Messi ah. 

THE FIRST PERSECUTI ON , 4:1-37 

I. Persecut ion, 4:1-22. 
A. The Prison, 4:1-4. 
B. The Preachi ng , 4:5-12. 92 words. 
C. The Punishment, 4:13-22 . 

II. Power, 4:23-37 . 
A. Because of the right use of Prayer, 4:23-31. 

The prayer was not for f illing but for boldne ss. 
B. Because of the right use of t he Purse , 4:32-37. 
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PURITY, PtfilGING, AND PERSECUTION, 5: 1-42 

Purity, 5: 1-11. 
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A. Purity proved by t he preaching and practice of the early church, 
2:24; 3:12-16, 20; 2:42. 

II. 
B. Purity preserved by purg:ing Anani as and Sapphira, 5:1-11. 
Persecution (the second), 5:12-42. 
A. The Pr elude to it, 5:12-16 . 
B. The Prison experience , 5:17- 2la. 
c. The Pr eaching after release , 5:2lb~39. 
D. The Punishment, 5:40-42. 

WOTIKERS TOGETHER WITH GOD, 6:1-7 

I. The Need for addi t i onal worker s , 6 :1-2, 4. 

II. The Norm r equired t o be a worker, 6 d. 
The qualificat i ons i ncluded these : of the mal e sex, Christian, r eputable, 
spiritual, and wise . 

III.The Nature of the work, 6:5- 7! 

THE FIRST NARTYR, 6 :8-8 : l a 

I. The Stirring of the People i n tho Synagogue , 6:a -7:L 

IIi The Sermon of Stephen, 7:2-53! 
Text : "as your fothor s di d, so do ye " (v. 51). 

III.The St oning of St ephen aided by Saul, 7:54-8 : la. 

ENFORCED EXPANSI ON, 8 :1-40 

I. Tho Scene in Jerusal em, S:1-4. 

II. The Scene in Samaria , 8 :5-25. 
The action center s ar ound the activities of Phi lip, Simon :Magus, Peter 
and J ohn. 

III.The Scene on the Roc'.d to Gaza, G: 26-40, 
A, Freedom of the Spi rit. 
B. Fel l owship with the Spj_r i t , 
C. Faithfulness t o the Spir it. 
D. Fearlessness in t he Spiri t. 



THE CONVERSION OF PAUL, 9:1-31 

I. The Features of the Conversion, 9:1-9. 
A. Convict i on, 1-5 . 
B. Conver sion, 5. 
c. Committal, 6. 
D. Commissi on, 6- 9. 

II, The Fact s of the Chronol ogy, 9:10- 31 . 
A. Damascus, 10-22. 
B. Arabia, Gal. 1:17. 
c, Damascus , 23- 250 . 
D. Jerusalem, 26- 29. 
E. Tarsus, 30- 31 , 

THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTI LES, 9:32-11 :18 

I-. The Prepar ation of the Messenger, 9:32-10 : 22 . 
A. Peter the Leader , 9:32- 43 . 
B. Pet er t he Learner, 10:1- 22 . 

II. The Preaching of t he Message , 10 : 23-11:18 . 
A. The crux of t he message , 34. 
B. The consequences of the message , 10 :4L1- l l:l8. 

1. Some wer e saved, 10 :44- 48 . 
2 . Some wer e skeptical, 11:1-18. 

THE CHURCH AT ANTI~CH , 11:19- 30 

I. The Foundi ng of the wor k, 19- 21. 

II. The Furthering of the work, 22-26 . 
Barnabas--exhortation; Paul--teaching . 

III. The Functioning of the work, 27-30. 

THE FIFTH PERSECUTION, 12:1-25~ 

4 

I. The devilment of Herod, 1. 
Previous per secut i ons were by (l )el ders H rulers, scribes (chpt.4); 
(2) Sadducees (chpt . 5); (3 ) Libertines against Stephen (chpt . 6); 
(4) Saul (chpto 8). Herod Agrippa I of this chapter is the 
gr andson of Her od t he Great of Luke 2:1. 

II. The Death of James , 2. 

III. The Deliver ance of Pet er, 3-19. 

IV. The Destruction of Herod, 20-23. 

V. The Dissemination of the Wor d, 24-25. 
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THE FIRS'I' MISSIONARY JOURNEY, 13:1-14 : 28 

I. Events in Antioch, 13:1-4. 

II. Events in Cyprus , 13:5- 13. 
A. Salami s , 5. 
B. Paphos , 6-12. 

III. Events in Gal atia, 6 :13- 14:20 . 
A. Perga , 13. John Mark l eaves. 
B. Antioch i n pj_sidia, 14- 52 . 
c. Iconium, 14:1-5 . 
D. Derbe and Lystra, 6- 20 . Paul s t oned at Lystra . Lystra home 

o.f Timothy. 

IV. Events on the Return, ll.i : 2J.- 2f\ . 
Work o.f confirmation and ordination . 

THE FIRST CHlffi.CH COUNCIL, 15 : 1-35 

I. The Dissension, 1- 6. 

II. The Discussion, 7-18 . 
A. In private, 4, Gal. 2: 2 . 
B. In puolic, 5-18. 

1. By Peter who opened the door of sal vation to Gentil es . 
2. By Paul and Barn,3.bas who did missionary work among Gentiles . 
3. By Jarnes , the l eader of tho Jerusal em church who out lined 

the order of events in God I s program D.s follows: 
a . God visits Gentil es . 
b. After this Chrj3t r eturns. 
c. Christ will sc-:lt up His ki ngdom. 
d . Other Gentil es will turn to the Lor d during the 

Kingdom. 

III. The Decision, 19- 35. 
A. In the real m of sal vation--.fcd.th plus nothing is necessary 

for salvation. 
B. In the r e;,._l m of Christian living-- ask Gentile Christians 

to limit volunt2.rily thdr liberty to do certain things 
offensive to Jewish Christfans . 

THE SEC:OND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, 15 :36-18:22 

I. The Journey ocgun . Sil as . Contention. 15 :36- 40 . 

II. 1'he Chu:::chos r..evisited . Timothy . Circumcisi on. 15 : 41-16:5 . 

III. The 
A. 
B. 
c. 

IV. The 
A. 
B. 
c. 

Vision E,largcrl. . Nan of Macedonia . Call. 16 :6-11. 
Need is not a. sufficient b:.:i.sis for a call, 6- 7. 
Lo~ic ancl. common sense are· not ~uffi d.ent bases for a call, 8 . 
The direct l eading of the Holy Spiri t is the only sufficient 
basis , 9-11. 

Campai gn at Philippi , 16:12-40. 
Tho Opening of the Campaign, 12-15. 
The Opposition to t he Campaign, 16- 24. 
Tho Outcome of the Campai gn, 25-40 . 
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v. 

VI. 

The 
A. 
B. 
c. 

The 
A. 
B~ 
c. 

Wor k at Thessalonica, Berea , and 
Thessalonic·a . Drovity. 
Der ea . Nobility. 
Athens . Idol atry. 
1. Paul' s sightseeing, 15- 21 . 
2. Paul ' s sermon, 22-34. 

Athens, 17~ 1-34, 
17 : 1-9 
17: 10-14. 
17: 15-34. 

a . Who the truo God i s , 24- 29. 
b . Who.t t he true God says, 30- 34. 

Wor k at Corinth, lfl : 1-17. 
The Man Paul. Cheerless . 1G : 1-11. 
The Ministry of Paul. Fear less . 10 : 1-11. 
The Magi strate Gall io. Careless. 113 : 12-17. 

VII .The Return Journey, 18: 13- 22 . 

I. 

THE THFill MISSIONi~RY JOUR.11/EY, 13:23- 21:17 

Events at 
A. Power 
B. Power 
c. Power 
D. Power 

Eph0sus, 10 : 23-19 :41. 
of the Hord i n Correction of fa1sc cloctrine, l fJ :23-19: 7. 
of the Hord in Covers i on of 1,eathcn, 19 d - lOo 
of the iJonl i n Conviction of tho discipl .!s , 19:11- 20. 
of the Word against C0r r upti0n of society, 19:21-41. 

I I . Events in Gr eece , 20:1-5. 

III. Events in Asia, 20:6-3J 
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A. Preachi ng to the believers at •rr oas , 20 :6-12. Eutychus falls out 
window, 

B. Par t i ng with thr-J elders of Ephesus at 'Tilctus, 20:7-30 . 
l . The Charact0r of Paul ' s ministry, l.r3 - 27 . 
2. Th:J Char ge to the ElJcrs, 2,} -31. 
3 . Tho Cominunding to Gou, 32-3'3. 

IV, Events i n Pc:lestine , 21: 1-17. 
A. Warning at T;vre not t o ro t o Jerus.:tlcm, 1-6 . 
B. Warnin~ at Cacsnr co. , 7-14, 
C. Arrival at Jerusal em, 15-17. 

ON TO 'ilOME, 21: l J - 20:31. 

II . Defense befor e ½Pe mob in the te~pl e , 21:31- 22:30. 

IV. Deliverance f r om t he conspirncy of the Jews to C::i.esrircn 1 21:lJ .• y:;v 

V. Defense bof.0:re Felix in Caosarea, 2L~:l-27 u 

VI . Def cm c bof.'nre Festus in Cacsar eo.J 25 :1- 27 -

VI I. Defen:;e bt.,fore Asrippa, 26 : l -•V, 
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BACKGROUNDS 

1 . THB IMPORTANCE OF THE BOOK 

JLo-on.e-wi+ l que--si;i.Q.n °""f'he historic a l i mporta nce of the Boo
1
k of Acts / -5 Jt..-("..u:,f><'(,_ 

I t is the c hi ef source book for t he -lri~ fact s concerning Christianity 

in t h e first century af t er Christ. But the book i s also i mportant doctri nally , 

for in it are the s eeds of doc trines developed l a ter in the epistles~-see ds 

fiv~,.,., J 
which were .8'.0W'n in transformed lives . The doctrine of Ac ts is exemplified more 

in life than devel o ped in systematic statement . lt is doctrine in practice . 

Thus the book s hows us what 1uen can do in the power o f the risen Savior . 

It is the record of the continua tion of t hose t h ings which J esus be gan to do 

while on earth a nd whi c h He c arries on as ri s en Head of t h e church (1 : 1) . 

'I'he book furnishes us t he principles for r evival and m ssionary wo r k; it 

shows the divine pattern for church government; and it exhibits not only steadfastness 

but expansion under per secut ion . lt is a book for the chur ch in any century . 

II. THE AU'fHOR OF TH~ BOOK 

Dr. Luke was evidently a Gr eek and not a Jew , fo r in Colossians 4:12- 14 

he is %~fiWs~~gm those who a re said to be of t he circumcision . Hi s place 

of birth is unknown to u s , though Antioc h in Syria a nd Philippi a re oft e n 

suggested. Of necessi ty he would hav e had to r e ceive h i s medical tra i ning 

in one of the three univers iti es of the day--in Alexandri a , Athens, or Tarsus . 
t he circums t ances of 

We k now nothing off'(1is con version . 

Al t hough Luke i s u sually r emembered as a physician, we should r eal i mi 

that he was primarily a missiona ry. His wr itten ministr y in the compos ition of 

t he Gospel of Luke qualifies him as s uch, but h e also did itinera nt mi ss i nary 

work . The Macedoni an c a ll was answered by Luke a s we n a s Paul (16: +3 , 17) . 

He was in c harge of the work at Philippi fo r a ppro~imately s ix yea r s , and 

l a ter he preached in Rome ( 

second i u,pDisonment in Rome 

Phile~ 24 ). He was a lso with Paul during his 
I 

µ 
(1'ITi m. 4 :11). 

I I I . THE DATE OF THE BOOK 



Since the record in Acts concludes with Paul ' s arrival in Rome 

to begin his first confinement in t hat city, one would judge that the book 

was writ t.en about A. D. 63 in rlorne during that first imprisonment . If it 

were written later it would be v ery di •f icult to explain why Luke did not 

mention such momentous events as t h e burning of Rome, the martyrdom of Paul , 
pr. ~- I,. ( 

and the destr uction of Jerusalem itself (if it were written after A. D. 70). 

" 
l V. THl!.: AU'l'HORSHl.P 01<' THl!.: BOOK 

~ 0 m0 Briefly, the proof for t he Lucan authorship of Acts is 

usually stated along these lines: (1) the author of Acts was clearly a 

companion of Paul (the 11we 11 sections in zn0 Acts show this); (2) by 

a process of elimination, that co11panion has to be Luke; (3) the same roan who 

wrote the "we" sections wrote the remaindar of the book; and (4) thlils 

conclusion is substantiated by the incidence of medical terms found in 

Acts (cf. 1: 3; 3:7 ff.; 9:18, 33; 13:11; 28 :1- 10). 

V. THE SOURCES OF THE BOOK 

Luke ' s statemen~ concerning his method of research is found in Luke 1:1- 4 . 

Since his purpose in the writing of both the Gospe l and the 1,cts was historical, 

and since his method was so c areful, we may be assured tha t we have an accur ate 

✓ 

account of the events. And, of course, in addit i on t6 all the hare exercised 

by the author; t he s uperintending work of tue Holy Spirit guarantees the 

accunacy of the record which we h ave. 

In producing his history of the apostolic age , Luke used several sources. 

(1 ) Of s ome of the events he was a personal eyewitness . These are the 

"we" sections of the book; tha t is, sections in which Luke yersonally 

particip1ated (16:9- 40; 20:5--28:31). These indicate that Luke wa s personally 

involved in the journey from Tvo as to Philippi (on the second mi ssiona r y journey 

of Paul) and from Philippi (on the third jounney) to Home , includi ng two 

years in Caesarea d n d two years in Home . ~or all of these events he had his 

personal recollections and possibly diary- type written notes. 
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(2) Sinc e Luke was witn Paul during t he five or xi x years before the 

writing of Acts, Paul could have provided him with informa tion f or the record 

in c hapters 7,9, 11:25- 30, 13:1--1 6 : ffi , and 17:1--20:4. 

(3) Luke a l s o had ac cess to other eyewitnesses in gathering his 

material--people like Sil as , Timothy, Ti tus , Ari starchus, James , Phi l i p 

a nd his dai.gthers (19: 29; 20 : 4; 21: 8 , 1 8 ; Co l. 4: 10; Philem. 24) . 

~~oe oouPo os pr~~:i:-0:-6 authen'tTc facts for"'i5Tact~ a &lly_ ai1-=or-Aets . 

After gathering h i s facts 1'uke declares tha t he "closely tra ced 

a ll t hings accurate l y " ( Luke 1: 3) , which means t hat he s i fted the f a cts 

before he wrote and t hat he made a ccurate u se in hi s wri ting of those sif t ed 

facts . The phys ician' s diagnostic skil l was applied to t he s ifting of 

yhe source material in thorough prepa r ation for writing an a ccurate historica l 

account. And, of course, in all thi s work Luke was guided by the Holy Spirit 

of God so that the Acts i s thc t exact hi s torical record correct in every de t ai l 

which God wanted u s to hav e . 
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THE HlSEN LOtlD, 1 : 1- 26 

l t has oft en been sai d tha t the title of t he Acts of t he Apostles ought 

M.L.-•t-
to be t he Act s of the rlisen Lord, The .aut.hoTi--t;:y for s uc h a c hange comes from 

f~0m the introduction to thi s fir s t chapter (vv. 1- 3) , The former trea tise 

(the Gospel of Luke) whic h Dr. Luke wrote to Theophilus ( apparently a noble 

convert to Christianity) ha~ recorded the t hings which Jesus began to do 

while in Hi s body of . limitation. The present treatise ( Ac t s) continues/the 

recor d 

He was 

of the works of Jesus, only in His resurrection bodyl/~~~/tfi~t in which 

seen~ the apost l es fo r for t y days ( v . 3) . Three acts of t ni s ri sen 

Lord are recorded in t his chapter , 

I. 'l'H~ dl Sl!:N LOHD CORRi:CTlNG, 1: 4-7 
A, Correc t ion concerning Service, 4- 5 

ln His conversations with His disc i p les during the forty day pos t -

res urrection ministry , t he Lord spoke concerning the k ingdom of God . az 

Apparently the disciples had bec ome greatly enthused , and so the Lord caution£e{. 

them to wait~ in J erusalem for the co11Jing of the lio ly Spirit before they 

began their service for Him . '!' he mi nistry of the ;:i ,iri t was not unknown 

to them; indeed they had experienced it ( J n 14:17; 20 : 22) . But t h e baptizing 

work of the opir,i t was s,mething they had not yet experi enced , for t he Lord 

said, 11 Ye shall be b ap tized with the rlo ly Ghost not many days hencej" ( v . 5) . 

Then they would be ready for service, (And , of course , after tne promise had been 
received there would be no wore need for tarrying) . 
B . Correction concerni ng Seasons , 6-7/ 

~ 
J e~ ish minds had long been agitated over the coming of •~~siah ' s kingdom, 

When Jesus of Nazare t h appeared on the scene of history the hopes of many 

y\ 
of the Jewish sa:t:telite people were pin ed on Him . But t hese hopes were dashed 

" stones of the hill of Calvary when their conquerors crucified 
agains t the stoue that seale~~rred Mis de&& b-~ 

their deliverer, Now t hat He had risen from the dea d an~z t heir hopes were 
burning 

revived. "Will tne kingdow cowe now?" was t he/f question ( v. 6) . i.tues tions 

about the kingdom are pertinent , the Lord implies, but as for answering ihe 



questi on about t he time of t h e com ng of the kingdom, this He could not do . 

To know many things about the kingdom is quite proper (v. 3), but " it is not 

f or you to know the times o:f the s easons " (v . 7). 

1I . 'l'H i!: RIS~N 10.tl.D COhlil SSl ONING , 1: 8- 11 

A. 'l'he Nature o f the Coturni ssion, 8 

Until the kingdoin shoul d co1ne t he disciples were comtnissioned to be 

occupied with witnessing ii their Lord. 

« 1. Its Power , The power of the commission .w.a-s t ne per son of the Holy Spirit/ 

who wou , d come upon t hem and baptize them on the day o f P entecost. 

\ 2 . I ts Personnel. 'l'he cotnrnission is to be carried out by t he disciples and 

all who are " my witnesses" ( the correct rendering of " wi tnesses unto me") . 

3 , Its Program . Tne c ommission ' s outreach is world- wide . ln the a ct s the 

record of witnessing in Jerusalem i s in c hapters 1- 7; in Judea a nd ~amaria , 

8-12; unto the ut termost part o f the earth, 13- 28 . 

B. The Need for tne Gornrni ssion, 9- 11 

~ 'rhe c owmi ss i o n was given in view of tne departure of t h e Lord/. ~ 

,1 J,, .. ,4~e-- ~ -<nu. t._~ ascension 
0 . a~&ence/\unti l-H i s- re·t•u:Fn . '.rha t C1.epa.-:t1,11,1e is described in verses 9 a nd 10 

by t hree different verbs--"taken up" (epaireo), "received" (hupolambano) , and 

' ,.......-
"went up" ( poreuomai). As 11 e ascended there a ppeared two angels who announced 

the promise of His return . They declared tha t t he same Person would return 

in the same way and to t he same place . This will be f ulfilled in that future 

day when t h e Lord returns during the b a ttle of Arma g eddon with His own to 

set u p Hi s millenni al a nd eterna l ikingdom ( Rev. 19:ll- 16gf. Zech . 1 2 :10; 1 4 : 4) . 

I II . THE RISEN LORD CHOOSING, 1:12- 26 . 
-.(1..t. 

A. The Neces s ity for Choosing, 12-20 
# 

Af t e r the Lord had a s cended t he disc i ples returned to Jerusalem from 

near by Mount Olivet (less tha n one mile-- a sabbath/fo d a y ' s journey ) . They 

assembled in the upper room which many unders tand to h ave been in t he 11ouse 

of Mary the mother of John Llark . Ther e were about 120 there altogether--
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includi ng the remai ni ng 11 apostles , Jesus ' mother and brothers (who had not 

beli ev ed in Him unt il after the resurr ection (Jo hn 7: 5)) and some o ther women . 

Tney c ont i nu ed in pr ayer and supplicat~on during the 10 days be t ween Ghrist ' s 

ascens i on and the comi ng of the Spirit. As t ney did Peter stood up and ;, 

took change of choos i n g a successor to Judas the b e Lrayer . He remind~the 

k# J 
gr oup tha t ~he Ol d Testament Scriptures predicted Judas ' treacher y (Psa . 41: 9) 

/I 

and t hat they must now app choose someone to take his place . 
--(!-, 

B. The Nature of 6hoosing, 21- 26 
~ 

Fi r st Peter declareJ t he qualificatioro necessary for a n apostle . He 

must be a witness of t h e resurrection a nd a compani on of the Lord during 

t he who le of His public earthly ministry (vv. 21- 22) . Two c a ndidates were 

nominated, Justus and Matthias . Then they prayed no t for the Lord to choose 

v 
but f o r the t 0~Gi z c hoice which the Lord had a lready made to be made k nown to 

them . The two n ames were put on lots , an~ plac~ in an urn, a nd then the one 

whi ch first fell from the urn was taken to be the Lord ' s c hoice . This 

was in accord with Ol d Te stament practice (cf . Prov. 16:33) a nd is a method 

no l onger needed b y Christi a ns wib.th the corning of the abidi ng presence a n0.zw0zk 
i ndwelling 

of t he ~Spirit (Hom . 8 : 14; Jas . 1:5) . The lot f e ll on Matthias and f r om 
not Paul ; 

that time on h e was 
)t,.. 

cons idered as t h e twelfth apostle (c f . 2 :14; 6:2) . 

Apparently it will be ~atthi as who wi ll be included in thefulfil l ment of 
hew 

each p romises as fuattA 19 : 28 a nd Hevela ti o n 21:14. 



PBN'l'iCOS'I'--BlRTHDAY OF TH .I.!: CHURCH, 2 : 1-4 7 

1. TH~ PROP HECY OF PBNTECOST 

Pen tec ost was a divinely planned event/ prophesi ed in Leviticus 23 . 
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The f i rst of tne annua+ feasts of Israel was Passover which mar ked a new 

b egi nni ng for the children of Israel . This was a type of Christ ou r passo ver 

sacrifi c ed for us ( I Cor . 5: 7 ) . Tne s econd was the feast of Unleavened Bread 

which lasted f or seven days and which typified t h e lifelong wal k of the believer 

fn s eparation from evil . F i rstfruits was t h e thi rd feas t , a type of the 

r esurrect i on of Christ (Jn . 12 : 24; I Cor . 15 : 23) . This was fol l owed 50 days 

l ater by the fe as t of ~entecost of, as it was sometimes c a lled , the feast of 

Weeks bec ause it fel l seven (a week of) weeks after l~ i r stfr uits . Li kewi se 

50 days a ft erthe resurrection of Chri st tne event recorded in Acts 2 o~curred . 

II. THB P0'1✓.c:R OF PENTECOS'I' 

The Power of Pentecost is a Person, the Holy Spirit of God . Pentecostal 

power is s i mply the unhindered working of the Spirit in any life at any time . 

On t h e Day of Pentecost He came to baptize the disciples into the body of 

as a unit 
Christ , thus welding them into the risen Head of the Church (Acts 11 : 15- 1 6; I Cor . 

A 
1 2 : 13) . 

~ 

This is something that n e,:,,~ n esdea 
M "'l<-.. ~ < b ! • .c.. .,..._ ',> ,',... ,. 

is experienced by each individual onl y onc e~ As other groups 

of bel i e v e r s wer e brought into t he body of Christ they were baptized by t h e Spiri t 

(Acts 11 :15- 16) , but each individual experiences this only once ( not e the aor is t 

tense of the verb in I Cor. 12:13) . On t he day of Pentecost the disciples 

~ 
were also filled with t ne t>pirit ( 2 :4), sornethine which they a n d azzzz all 

beli ev ers may experience repeatedly (cf . 4 : 31; 6 : 5 ; 7:55; 9 : 17) . At Pentecost , 

t oo , t he Spirit inaugur ated Hi s permanent rela tionship of indwelling all 

believ ers i n fulfil l ment of the Savior ' s promise recorded in John 1 4 : 17 . 

In a v ery real sense Pentecost was the beg inni n g of the age of the Spirit . 

A. The l!;vidence of Hi s Collling, 1- 4 
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The coming of t he Spirit was evirlced by wind, fire, and t ongues. Striclty 

speaking it was not wind but a roar or reverberation which filled the house. 
the phrase i n 

The J.i teral translation of verse 2 is "an echoing s~ nd as of a mi ghty wind 
" 1 what the ton17Ues looked like as t~ "11.,,.,.( 

borne violently. 11 The f ire was really the.-anpea1:ence-ef=the::.t,QJ1g;ues-,-f.or....tbe 

t0iagues divided themselves mrer the company, a tongue settling U""'On the head of 

each one. Finally t he discipl es began each to speak in a real language new to 

the speaker and understood by those from tlae :fi'ari ous lands who were in Jerusalem 

for the feast of Pentecost. The natural sense of these verses indicates that 

the tongues were not jareon but real languaees, and that the miracle was in t he 
ability to speak these ears 

giving of t he~languaees not in sensitizing in some way the hea\?l.i:rtg of t he hearers. 

B. The Effects of His Coming, S-13 

Such stPrtlinr, a'1d strF1npe nhenomena could not help but attract at tention, 

and s210'07 B7 q,!ickly a crowd gathered. Pentecost was one of the three festivals at 

which t he law reo1;ired l'l tt.endance of Jews at t he temple. Jerusalem was jammed. 
cJ... ' 

Indeed, 200,000 peonle could crowd together in the temple area "Jews from 
i ans 

Babylonia, Syrian Jews, Egyptian Jews, Roman Jews, Cre\&s- and Arabians all 

• ► :---heard of the wonderful works of God in .his mother t ongue~ 
✓ 

At first the people were amazed (literally, wide-open astonishment, v. 7) . 

Then theyewere perplexed or at a loss to understand what they were trltnessing (v. 12). 

They knew that they did not know what was going on, and since ignorance is always 

a blow to man's pride, they were driven to criticism (v. 13). They concluded 

t hat the disciples were drnnk✓(cf. Eph. 5:18). 
I 

III. THE PREACHING OF PE 1TECOST, 2:14-47 

A. The Sermon, 14-36 

As spokesm,m for the 12, Peter seizei the opportunity afforded by the 

ch arge of drunkenness levelled at the disciples to preach Jesus to the crowd. 

1 1 • Intro,.,uctbn--expl;m~tion, lh-21, 4 . 

The mess?ge began with an e:imlanation of the phememena. I t could not be drunkenness 

since it was only 9 o'clock in the morning,and Jews engaged in the exercises of 

the synagogue on a feast day w0v.z0z~a!T,6?7abstaned from eating and drinking until 

10 a.m~ or even noon. It was not intoxication, Peter says ; it was t he inspiration 



of t he Soirit thPt. caused t he spectacle. To prove that t he Spirit can produce 

' such things Peter quotes' from Joel 2:28-32. This is a prophecy which will be 

fulfilled duriPg the millennium when Israel is reestablished in her ovm land. 

Peter ~ ; · not saying that the prophecy was f 11lfilled ,it Pentecost or even that it 
knowing from Jeel what the Spirit ai do 

was partiall y fulfilled; he i~ simply reminding the Jews that they should have ,~ I\ 

9 

recognized what they were then seeing as a work of the Spirit also. He cont inue/ 

to quote from Joel at length only in order to be able to include t he salvation 

invitation recorded in verse 21. 

2. Theme--Jesus is Messiah, 22-35. To the English reader it means little to say 
.._,/ 

that Jesus is Messiah or Christ. JeBus Christ to us is in the nature of first and 

las t. names_.1 b ut t o t he J ew Chriwt or hless i a h was a wel l - d efined c onc ep t from 

t o many 
their Ol d 'l' e s tament Script ure s a n d J e su s o f Nazareth was /)mel'ely anot her 

~,---
zm~0 zze u ps t art rel i g i ous t eac her . To say that Jesu s was the Christ was 

,n 

to~ most pia s p hemy . Thu s Pe t er sought t o prove t o h i s audience tha t J esus 

of Nazar eth who m they knew well was t heir Mess i ah whom the y a l so knew well . 

From Ol d Te s t a me n t p ropnec i e s Pe t e r r ~ni nd~them of t he pi c t ure o f Messi a h . 

From c ont emporary f a c ts he paint~ a p icture of Jesu s . He s u perimposeq thes e 

t wo p ictures on eac h oth er to prove that J esus i s Chri s t, a n d the fo c a l p oint 

/I 

of h i s e n tire a r gume nt ~s t he r esu r rection . 

Firs t he proclaimsJ the r esurr ectio n o f Jesu s (vv . 22- 24) . Then he 

~emzna z r eca l le( t he p r edic t i o ns of 

(vv . 25- 31 ) . He show~J that i t was 

P$a.l m_l6 : 8- l l 
the r esur rection f r om 't-n-a..~e s i am~nt 

~l.~.J 

no t David who was r a ise d s ince h e ;i,ft s till 
1, l\ -h t- ; -r 1 , •/ 

...-nameBlr-ittefldtjahl.LJ3xjtfQ..I:..e , David mu s t hav e been speak ing about s omeone el s e, n ame l y 

Mes s iah . " He seeing t hi s b efore spa ke of t he r e s urrecti on of Chri s t " (v. 31 a) . 

Having za0wn procla i med th · resurr ection of Jesus a nd h a ving shown tha t Mess i ah 

had t o be r aised, Peter then r einforce$( h i s a rgument by citing p romfs of t h e 

resurrec tion of Jesus ( vv . 32- 36) . He reminds{ t ne 111 t ha t t 11ey were eyewitne s ses 

o f tha t mi r acl e (v . 3 2) , a nd we should remdmber t hat he was speaki ng t o wany 

r esiden t s o f t h e ci ty i n whic h-the res u r rection had taken p l a c e less than two 



Second, 
months before . N~ h e cite~ the exaltation of Jesus "he right hand of 

. in the jnegative . 
God (vv . 33- 35) . Thi s answer"' /\two questi ons : Can a were inan occupy thet p lace 

of honor? and) Can a d ead man be exalted? 'fl:ctxa~z lll:e The t h ird proof of the 

resurrection ~he outpouring of i;he Ho l y Spiri t - - s ome t hing ~were man 

a nd c erta inly not a dead rna"n could ~ do (vv . 33- 35) . 

a 10 

3 . Co ncl usio n- - Applica tion , 36. ;l'he pictures o f Messiah a nd o.Jesu sof Nazareth 

~ 
coincide . 'r h e pr oof of Jesus I resurrecti on i s incontrover tible . N-e-vr Peter 

~ 'Y 17''/. . ~ 4.-o ~~-<.. , 
put# it p qu arely to his audience to decide as God app~eased tb.ongl:l ~ -

agai n to t he~ry pe~- c-FU.c-if'...ied- H~s-Son . 

B. The Results , 37- 47 

1 . A Conviction, 37 . The word t r a nslated "pricked" is a r are one and means 

to pierce, stin g sharply, s tun, smite . Outside the Scri ptur es it is used 

of hon ses d inting t he earth with t heir hoofs . The hearts of t he peopl e had 

been sini t ten sharply by the preacning of the Word . 'l'hi s brought the question, 

" What shall we do?" 

2 . A Change, 38- 41. 'Peter ' s answer was zw03f.fC1:zd:: " Repent and be h aptized. 11 

This demanded a two- fold cha ng e : fi r st a change of mind and second a c hange 

of ass oci a t i o n . Chane of mind is t a e meani ng of the word r epent . This i s 

not mere sorrow fo r si n)tho ugh that may be inl!Tolved; nor is it a mere 

ment a l assent to facts. lt is thekind of basic chang e of mi nd which will 

result in a c han g e of life and is perhaps best conveyed by the phr as e "change 

of hea rt." (Cf. Rom . 2 : 5 where lack of repentanc e is described as a n " impentient 

heart") . , For the s e ppop le repentance meant a whole- hearted c han g e of mind 

about Jesus of Nazareth , 'thi ,king of Him no longer as me r e ly the car penter ' s 

son , a religious impo ster , but now receivi 11g Him as Lord (Divine) a nd Messiah . 

t d t 
. :t. ~ -,~d. ~ (./ 

The second par o f t h e change concerne heir associa ion as e"f±n-c-e• 

by baptism. This was the vi sible proof of their r epentance . 
1---r 

-44ri-s was not 

any sort of bap tism (for b aptism was well- k n own to these people both b ec au se 

✓ 
of the mini s try of John the Baptist a nd because mt was one of the a cts a Jewish 

prosely t e had to und er go), but b ap tism in t he name of Jesus Chri s t . 
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Si ~c e . ... . . . f. • t · t \Bap"1sm zs~~zRzxz s1gn1 1es associa ion with he message, group, or person involved 

1
. n flV~/g ~ it , baptism in the name of Jesus Christ meant for these people 

azs0ez atz0~ a severing of their ties with 
---1 J .,,_~, ~ 0,,... ., -t- , f-" -1 f.t , 

the .J:a.a'tt'S message &!'\'El--:.~ . 'Baptism vras 
I\ 

Judaism and an association with 

,t_;,L 
the aG-.:lr of demarkation . Even today 

for a Jew it is not his profession of Christianity nor his attnaance at Chri stian 

services nor his acceptance of tne New 'l'es tament but his submission to water 

baptism that definitely and finally excludes him fro111 the Jewish cornmuni ty and 

marks him off as a Christ i an . This explains the insistence on the ordinance . 

Verse 41 ~mp l ies that t he 3000 converts were all baptized on the same day, and 

this would have been quite possible wi th the number of pools and reservoi r s in 

Jerusalem and with al l 120 disciples helping . This baptism was "for the remi ssion 

of sins'' (v. 38) . This does not mean in order that sins mi ght be remitted 

for everywhere in the New Testament sins a re forgiven as a result of faith in 

Chris\not baptism . It means be baptized because of the remission of sins . 
,, ,.,, 

The Greek preposition~, iflor , has this meaning '4 because of not only here but 

also in such a passage as h,atthew 12:41 where the meaning can only be "they repented 

because of ( not in order to) the preaching of Jonah." .Hepentance brought 

the remission of sins for this ~entecostal arowd, a nd bec ause of the remission of 

sins they were asked to be baptized . (An excellent discussion of t he Greek of ~ 

v er se 38 wil l be found in Robertson ' s Word Pictures in the New Testament , Il l , pp . 

35- 36) . 
~ 

3. A Church , 42- 47. Although the word c~ a00z first appears in Acts i-rl 5 :11 
2. · / 

( the word is not in the best manuscripts of •47) , the fellowship formed at Pentecost 

was t he f i rst Christian church . lt was characterized b y four things . (1) The 

teaching of the apostles . This would have consisted largely of the rehearsal of 

the facts and meaning of the life of Jesus . (2) Fellowship . This means the 

sharing of t heir spiritual ilessings in Christ and t he sharing of their material 

substance . (3) Breaking of bread refers to the rememb r ance of the Lori in the 

Lord ' s Supper. (4) Prayers . 
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~ 
There were ~e results of this kind of fellowship . (1) Fear came 

(v. 43). 
upon egeryoneA This is a perfectly normal and healthy emotion for believers 

(I Pet . 2 : 1 7 ) . ~2~z ln this instanee it was apparently encouraged by the miracul ous 

signs which tne apostles · di d . (2) Fa½~owship in material thi ngs was enjoyed 
(vv . 44- 46)

4 

by these early Christians~ No doubt many of the pilgrims to the feast of 

Pentecost lingered in Jerusalem to learn more of their new- found faith in Christ , 

and this created~ pressing financial needs . After t h e incident recorded in 

chapter 5 there is no further mention of t he use of this plan of s haring in 

common, for i ts nec essity was undoubtedly short- lived . ( 3) Favor was enjoyed 

by the new group with all the p eople (v. 47) . (4) Fur t herance of the group 

was experi enced as the Lord added daily such as were being saved (v. 47) . 

Pentecost is past. The church does not need another Pentecost. The 

C 

Holy Spirit is here making available all His power. The need of the ,911urch is 

simply dedicated Christians who continue steadfastly in the apos t les ' doctrine , 

fellowshi p , breaking of b r ead and prayers . 
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4. 

THE Hs/\ LlNG OJt' A LIU.ii IiAN , a:1- 26 

; , 1 d · ~+__;___,,, • tn' 1· s cu.a pter . 'l'nis mae was cnosen because of its public det3~ec ~x.i~n in 

nature and because of its rel a ti on to the pro gress of the early church . 

I . T IE '.I rlACLE, 1- 11 

A It ~ Circumstances, 1- 3 

The circumstances surrounding this mirac le waBethe crossing of two habits . 

The one was ~~ze the habit of Peter and John in going (imperfect t ense) to the 

temple; the other was t h e habit of the l ame man to be c a rried (also imperfect) 

to the temple to beg . i ven aft e r the new church h ad been formed the disciples 

continued to attend services at t ne temple (cf. 2: 46) . 

B. Its Char acteristics, 4- 7 vv . 
( Ll- 6aJ • 

The mir.,cle was unexpect~dz ~t 1 for h · h t b . . t h 1 · was a ms w ic Ile tJan was egging; i was ea i ng 
f\ 

v . 
which he received . The miracle was performed in the name of Jesus Christ,~b) . 

A name stands for all tha t the person is; therefore, the name of Ghrist includes 

all the power of Christ . The miracle was inst~ntaneous (v. 7) . The miracle 

was complete ( v. 7) . The roan was not p artially healed but co1:ipl etely so . 

The verb s b11!J!I.Xt1R02ri "received strength" is a medica l term. 

C. Its Consequences, 8- 11 

As a result of t his miracle ~things happened . 
as soon as he realized 

joy . He leapett u p , u~n r~ tha t his feet 

First, the man was filled with 

and a nkle bones had been 

strengthened . Second , God received praise , for the man went into the temple 

with Peter and John praising God for wh a t He had done . Apparently he recognized 

the source of the miracle. 'l'hird, ':ehere was a testimo ny to the people a round . 

Here was a well- k nown character whom they had 0seen fo r yea rs begging at the 

same pzaee stand; now u e was walking a nd leapin g . 'l'his caused such amazement 

amo r g those who were at the temple that very quickly a crowd gathered in the 

colonna de at the eastern e nd of the south side of the temple area, the piazza 

known as Solomon ' s Por ch (cf . John 10: 23 ) . 
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Th~ ifci~{li~i1r~!Rl198seen aa an illustra tion of spiritual healing . 
;1 . 

The lame man serves as an excellent picture of ~he h mlp lessness and hopelessness 

) believin'e f 
of the sinner (cf. Rom 5:6; ~ph . 2:12 whose only hope 1s ln he name o 

Jesus Christ ( Ac t s 4:12). When one believes in Him then instantaneously 

there is complete salv ation which brings joy to the sinner, praise to God 

and a testimony 0£ to others . 

11. THI!: MESSAGE, 12- 26 

A. The Introduction, 12 

As on the day of ~entecost) Beter here_ used a curreint event or 
-h ~.....l,....c <.. 

t he healed man as an object lesson -aa~~d.w:t,.;i_~ fer his message to 

the people who had gathered . He a lso rebuked them f~~xn~ not fo r their 
.if 

surprisefa what had occurred but for their lack of comprehension as to 

how it had happened.--as if either John or himself were a ble to perform such 

a miracle. 

B. The Theme, 13-18 

~ As at Pentecost the theme of Peter ' s sermon is: Je sus whom you killed 

is t he Messiah . Almost as remarkable as t ne nealing of the l ame man is 

thetransformation in Peter, for the same man who two months before had 

~ 
denied Jesus was now standing before sowe of tne same peopi:'e preaihaiming Him . 

designating the Lord in five ways and . 
The theme of the sermon ½zs, developed b"'y making five s tatements about t~~m1ard . 

~ " 
The five designations~: (1) Servant (v. 13 ili~l,~~~ ~fan-Son") . Tnis would 

i d~ ediately iientify Jesus of Nazareth with the Serva nt- Messiah of the Old 

Testament (Isa . 42:1- 9; 49:1- 13; 52:13- 53:12)/ and emphasized Pe ter's point that 

Messiah was not onihy a conquering ruler but a suff ering servant (v. 18) . 

(2) Jesus (v. 13) linJs:J ,11essiah to the man of Nazareth who was only too well known 
\ 

to t his crowd . (3) and (4) The designations Holy One and Just assert~Hi s 

equality with God and affir~ the Deity of J esus. (5) Prince of Li 
5:31; 

which means literally author or leader of life (cf . Heb . 2:10; 12:2 
/I 

other occurrennes of the word). 

lfe (v. 15) 
-.,f-"...,.__ 

for only 
1 
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l,.,v.t.. 
'rhe five statements about the Lord e:re these : (1) He is exalted (v . 13); 

(2) this is the same one who~ was exaoczizRa delivered up by _the people (v. 13); 

(3) He was falsely accused (vv. 1 3-14); (4 ) He was killed (v. 15); but (5) 

God r a ised Him from the dead a nd you know it(v. 1 5) . 

Peter then draw~ng all this together answerg,,(the original question--

\1ow was the l ame man healed? lt was llis name through f a ith in His mame (v. 16) 
I 

t hat accomplished t he miracle . 

C. The Conclusion, 1 9- 26 

The only conclusion in vi ew of theevidencev.m.s that it wa3 is impera tive 

to repent. Thes 8 Jews v.ere e~ asked to change their minds about Jesus a nd 

change the . r way of life by turning to tne Lord. Peter promised that this 

would bring forgiveness of sins and the return of the Lord to establish 

the kingdo10 pro lliised to lsr ael. ('l'he word "when" in v. 19 should be 

~J ) .re-placea in the transl at~ by the phrase " th;_t so" • For some t his promise 

v 
0£z ih0 concerning the kinedou has posed a dif .' icul t problem; for they ask , 

" Would the kingdom have come then i f these people had repented?" The answer 

t-e that hypo-'tirtbtlilc.,J questii.>P is Yias, l:l~ need not be given fo r the question 
.) 

is~ hypothetical sinc e the plan of God zsa~e left in no doubt the 

disposition of this offer by the peoplefat that time. And yet it is true that 
-0v-4,.;fi_ _,U..y 

the repentance of Israel will bring p0Es0~az forgiveness of s i ns and the u~heri ng 

in of the kingdom . 'l'he phrase "ti,.,es of refreshing" (v. 19 )is in the New Tes t ament 

~&-to this passage though it i.5 evidently a synonym for thephrase "restituti on of 

all t h ings" (v. 21) or t h e millennial king dom. But tha t k ingdorn will not come 

apart f rom personal repentance . This was what the ~ews r e jected in Chris~ •s 

mJ.. ni· s try (cf • . ,. tt 4•.17) and i· t th~ i;iame t hin g t in r'eter.1,sdrninistryu .:.1a • was ,,..~ .-.1.'tney reJec ea.f\on tna"' ay .wz0B'Z~0t0:z 



THE FIRST PERSECUTif'1N , 4:1-37 

Persecution was a blessing of the apostolic church. Five times in eleven 

years hands were stretched forth to vex the churches in Jerusalem. This chapter 

records the first of these persecutions# with its resultant increase in power. 

The yePr is 33 and the scene is Jerusalem. 

I. THE PERSECUTION 
A. The Prison, 1-4 

The opposition of the Pharisees is paramount in the Gospels. In the Acts 
( • 3.) -

it is t he Sadducees who oppose the Christians. This is because the Sadducees 

disbelieved the doctrine of resurrection which t he a-rostles were preaching 

so power~uv~ • Sa i ntnese was their hatred in t is instance that t hey t00k: 

ever~t he high-rankin~ c ~nt~in of the t emple (v. 1) in on the arres t . 
~ y 

However , ~lthough the message was a sav~r of death to them it was a savor of 

life to many others so th;:it the t otal number of believers i n Jerusalem was about 

5000. This is the l ~st time any such numbering is recorded. 

B. The Preaching, S-12 

zAz'laig'la An august audience hear d Peter I s sermon on this occasion. Annas) 
and the real power in the priesthood 

the representative of Aaron in Jewish eyes; Caiphas, his son-in-law and the Roman 

ap~ointed high priest (cf. Jn. 15:24) ; John and Alexander, two notable persons; 

r ulers, elders, and scribes were present. This was the spiritual aristocracy of 

Jerusalem, for they were the controlling and wealthiest of the priests. 

Their question was straightforward: How was the lame man healed1 

The Spirit of God filling Peter spoke through him a message of 92 

words in which Peter t urned the tables on the Sanhedrin and put them 
e 

on t ri::il. In t his brief message he called attention first to t hat. fact thrlt 

the mir::icl.e w~s a good deed, not. a crime( v. 9) . Then he boldly stat ed that it 

took -rl~ce i n t he name of t he h~ •· ed Nazaren/ iv12i~7 for whose curcifixion t hey 

were res ' onsible and fro 1 which death God raised Him (v. 10) . He called attemcmon 

to the fact t h · t Messiah 1 s rejection WFIS predicted in the Old Testament (v. 11 cf. 

Psa. 118:22) and finally he of f ered salvation to t hem in that same name (v. 12). 
/ 

C. The Punishment, 13-22 
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While Pet.er ::in d John were absent ,t he s :>nhedrin in conferende recop;nized th "'t 

~:.r,, they c~u l d not. deny the occurrence of the miracle but thatr their problem was to keep 

t ~i s doctrine oft e resurrect ton of J esus fr om s~reading. So they charged Peter 
✓ - ., y , 

and John not t o speak in His nP.me any more. ~±r reply was simple: We must obey 
wt.t=~ _, •-i·, 

God and sp."&aok what we have seen(vv. 19-20) . "Unl earned and i gnorant" in vers" 13 

simpl y means untrained formally in t he Rabbinic schools. I:tZM0e:sxmrax1mum "That 

they had been wi th Jesus!' in t he same verse is probably to be understood as referring 
physical,no~ -rrk,<_,~ /"par{Tcul arly 
to thei r

1
~~f)with t he Lord11during the l ast week of Mis eart.qly life. 

II. THE POWER, 32- 37 

A. Because of the right use of Prayer, 23-31 

After being threatene d the dis¾ ples retu rned t o their own 

to pray. First they addre s sed God as Lord(v. 24). This is 

usua l word for L0 rd bu t the one from wh ich comes the English 

word despot. It is used for t he a b s olute relationship of a master 
..__/ 

to his slaves (cf. I Tim. 6:1-2; Tit. 2:9; I Pet. 2:18 ). Second, they 

showed their recognition o f t h e power of God ( v . 24b)f/ particularly 

as i t was displayed in t h e a ct of creati oho Third, they submitted 

themselves to the plan of God (vv . 2 5 -28). As they prayed the Spirit 

opened to them the meaaing of Psalm 2 as it applied to t h e 

cricufixion of Christ. Th e respons i bility for that act is laid 

upon Herod, Pontius Pilate, Gentile s and the people of Israel (v. 27) 

and the human responsibility is interwoven wit~ redeteermined 

plan of God (~. 28). Fourth , they presen-edthe ir p etitions t o God 

(vv. 29-30) . Even in the s tre ss of tae situation their prayer was 

filled mainly with praise, not pe tit i on. Bu t they did ask for 

one thing --boldness and tor. mrt boldne s s ~ e co~tfrmed by miracles. 

They did not ask the Lord to remove the threats nor to relieve them 

of the problem, but to g ive them boldness to c cn tinue to testify/ and 

for crnfirmati on ar the ir mes s a ge b y s ign s and wonders . 

The answer was g i ven with a not her infilling of the Spirit which 

was s e e n in this instance v isibly by t he shak i ng of the ir meeting place. 
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And when they were filled again (as they had been on the day of 

Pentecost, 2:4) they spoke the Word with boldness. 

B. Because of the rig ht use of the Pur8e, 32-27 

"Money talks!n And it did in the early chu~· ch. The fellowship 

was strengthened and needs met by the voluntary agreement to hold 

things in common. This is not "Christian communism." The sale of 

property was quite voluntary (" . 34). The right of possession was 

not abolished. The community did not control the money until it 

had voluntarily been given to the apostles. The dist~ibution was 
y1,l t,.lL 

notAequal l y rut according to need. These are not communistic principles. 

This is Christian charity in its finest display. 

One of those who had a large part in this fellowsfuip of goods 

was Barnabas. He was a Cypriot, evidently wealthy, called an apostle 

(14:14), and one whose spiritual gift was exhortation (cf. 11:23). 

But here he is an outstanding example of the love of Christ ruling 

the heart and displaying itself in caring for other believers. 
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6. 

PUR.1TY , PURGING , AND PBRSBC1D1JJI ON , 5:1- 42 

I . PURITY , 1- 11 

" For t he time is co e tha t judgment must begin at the house ofUod" (I 

Pet . 4 : 17) . Satan had been unsuccessful in his attempts to thrawt the messag e 

attac ked 
of t he resurrec tion by attacking t h e church frow without; so he attae aime~"JH-'d" 

~ f r om within . But God interv ened to pre serve the purity of t h e testimony 

by purgin g out the we a k members o f t h e group . Some times subtra c t i on is 

better than a ddition . 

A. The Occ asionj 

Barnabas ' 1 genero s ity was undoubtedly~ applaued in t he churc h . 

This set Ananias and Sapphina to t hinking . They t oo had some r eal estate and 

t hey t00 z wanted a ccla im . So t hey s old the prop erty and agr eed siwply to pretend 

tha t t hey were giving all "that they rtad received fo r it to the c hurch . Thei r 

sin was hypocrisy. No regula tion r equi r ed them t o e ive t heentire sum ; but 

honesty in whatever they did decide to lo was required . They bi mp ly p r e t nnded 

greater devotedness to Christ t han t:ne.-, actually had , a nd for t his they were 

judged. 

B . The Operation 

God operated a nd cut out t .. i s c ancer~ s-ez!e in the g roup. Pe ter was 

the mean s used by Go d , no t to c a ll down judgment ? but to point out t he s in . 

He diagnosed it as a si n against tne Holy Spi ri t (vv . 3, 9) which God judged 

by physic al death . All s i n i s j udged though God 111ay not choose <&o do it a.ihways 

in the same man ner , He a ven ' s s ilenc e 

sin in Hi s peopl e jus t as mu ch today 

5, 
is not heav en '/ consent , and God ha tes 

,,riv 
as He demonstrated Hi s h a tred in this ,. 

instance . Nnither is physic a l death an u ncommon puni shment for s in in New 

✓ 

Te ~tament times (c f . 1 Cor . 11:30; 1 Jn . 5 :16) . 

C. Tne Outcome 
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There wer ti three imwedi ate results of this purging . First, the purity 

of t he church was preserved in tac~ . Second, a wuolesome godly fear pervaded 
} 

the group (v. 11) , ~ twas a dangerous t h ine to be a follower of Christ unless 

one was wil l ing to walk straight . Third, n ew power was experienced by the 

believers . Signs and wonder s wer e performed a nd many people were add ed to 

the Lord "multitudes both of men a nd wo111en" (v . 14) , Nothine wi l l sap the 

power of a church ' s testimony mbre quickly t han pews filled with s inning 

Christians . There is no subst itute for person;;.l purity but it costs to 

attain i t , 

A. The Prel u de, 1 2-16 
sec o nd 

Certain e v ents within and outside t h e church led~ to the persec ution. 
f 

One was the mira c le wor k i ng p owe r of the apost les , This authentid:cted the 

me ssage and d r ew f ire f r om the Sad duc ees , Ano ther was the accord of the 

b e l i eve r s (v. 1 2) whi c h set t h e Chri s tians apar t . A~ thi rd was the 

growi ng nu mber being added t o the Chr i s tian gr oup , This alar med the 

Jewish leaders . 

B. The Prison , 1 7- 2 l a 

Agai n i t was the ~addueees who , enraged by t h e pr ~achi n g of the 

resur rection , had t ne a postles cast into pri son , .C:viden t ly they planned t o 

ga t her in counc i l the next morn i n g t o examine and punish the apost l es , 

But Go d had oth er ,1ans , and sent an a n ge l of the Lord ~ open~ t h e 

0,.l'r"Lw-
pri s on a nd c o mandRifl them to do the ver y thing tha t had gotten t hem -r ,, 

i mpt±soned, The apos t les ' full obedienc e is startling , fo r e a r ly in the 

mo r nin~ t hey were in the temple again preaching . 

C. The Pr eac h i ng , 2l b- 39 

When t he aanhedri n sent fo r the prisoners t hey found no n e . But 

someone h~ toilid them tha t t he prisoners were free and tea~hi ng in the 

temp l e again. So upo n recapturing them t hey char ged t hem with t wo thi ngs : 

firs t ) zze~ diso bedi e nce t o their prev i ous order not t o te ach in the n a me o f 
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to charge the sanhedrin with the death of Jesus,v . 28) . 
obedience to 

To this Peter simply rep lied that /\Ure J'Wr_.PJ; God waok priority over obedience 

to man(v . 29) , and then he took t tie opportunity to present the message once 

again to them . " Them that obey Him" in verse 32 is not some s ,ec i a l gv111up of 

believers to whom the Spirit is given but al l ~~who have obeyed 

b~ be l ievi ng ~b f . Hom. 1 :5). The effect on t he hearers was one of rag e , 

not repentance (v . 33) . 

On the previous nieht in jail. God used s upernatural means to deliver 

the apostles . Now He used natural means--the ~ counsel of one of the most 

celebr ated: teachers of the l aw , Gamalie:i-,- to st0pztze prevent any harm coming 

to the apostles. Gamal iel was a Pharisee and may have been motivated only 

by the des i re ~~o let the Sadducees-~ n, .the point. At any rate h i s 

~- ) 
suggestio n j,e' 11 Hands off . 11 He suggested dodging the issue whereas he might 

hav e suggested investigating 
clai1,1s ,0/l • . - • 

uv ~ •- movemenbs 
the t~ of the message . He recalled two ~s 

that of that of k 
which petered out because t h ey were not of God and ~ / 

J I! ....,.( 

~ 
~ that this Jesus movernent would do likewise if it w-e:'8" no t. 

D. The Punishme nt , 40- 42 

The sanhedrin agreed, but nonetheless had the apostles beaten for 

their disobedience to their previous c o mmand (cf . Deut 25 :2-3) . Then they 

released t he apostles/ who departed rejoicing that they were wortny to 

suffer f or their Lord and who c ontinued daily to preach a nd t e a ch Christ 

Av,. ..... J 
both in private ~-g- and in "the tmmple . 1rhese were me n with singleness 

of purpose--obey the gr eat co1111nission of tneir risen Lord . 



WORKBHS TOG h!'l'HBR Wl TH GOD, 6: 1- 7 

A. The~, 1- 2 ,4 

Widows had a lways received particul ar a ttention from God in t he legi slation 

of t ne Old fes tament . ~any of t he1n had believed in Chri s t and became t hen the 

responsibility of t he new churc h . Some were Hellenistic J ews (tha. t is, they 

and sJQke Greek . ) 
had ori gi nally corne from countri es outsia.e of Pales tine/ ~ and others were 

1-'alestini an Jewi( who spoke Hebrew and obe erved al l tne custo ... s of ZFie judais~ . 

The former group cha r ged that tneir widows were being neglected i n the 

daily distribution o f the relief mo ney. Le F-itimate of not, t he c narge was 
I 1 I 

one of the reason5 for ~d- -6:f-addi tional wor·ker s . 

Coupled with t nat was the bncreasi 1g burden of the work whi c h had fallen 

on t e aposltes . They could not i0xevex. ta±nx conti nue to mi nis ter t he ~ord a nd 

minister relief to t he widows, s o they sugges ted additional worke r s to 

assume some of the load . 

Five quali f ications were r equired. 
,~ 

('f'vt\ (iJ Thes e helpers were to be men . 'rhe Greek word used is thespecific one which 

means males:_} 

(2) '~ to be bel ievers- -" among you." No outsiders were to have part 

in the government of t ne church.~ 

(3) 'I'hey had to be reputable . Thi s i s the meaning of "of honest report . " 

Public t estimony had to certi fy their sterling charac ter (cf . I Ti m. 3:7; 5:10; 

to be spiritua l --" full of the Hogiy Ghost ." This was t he normal , 

not unusual, expectation of the church. 

(5) 'l' hey had to be wise . 1rhi s involves iJi,~t"¼:.r zeaze intelligence as well 
'f"'M_ \.Nl..a f.,.,..._ ~ 1 

as ~ct: b-y t he Spi rit. 
" 



..... c___JpneNi'tu~ of the--',fork , 5' 1 
-G-..__T.h.&-R-e.s.~ 
C. The Hes~lts, 5- 7 

The multitude, pleased aisthe r equirement s set fo rth by the apostles , 

chose seven men. The names of a ll seven are Greek , and although it does 

not necessarily prove that they were all Helleni stic Jews, it do es show that 

they were chosen in the interestf of the Hellenists who had loeged the complaint. 
the seven 

The apostles di rected, but the multitude chose . Then~ were ordained ; 

that is , the apostles l aid their hands on them as a s i gn o f t heir association ~y/.,_~ 

in the work (cf . Lev . 3$2 ). The apostles identified themselves with the work 

of t n e seven through this act . 

As a result the Word of God increa sed {v. 7) simply beca use the 

apostles had more time to devote to i t . Too , many were added to the church 

including a company of priests . 

Usaally this 
un~~tggd ';'P ~l-v'-) 

pas s a ge is t the choo sing of the f irs t deacons 

since the word "serv e" in 
l,,t,1n--.--

vers e 2 i s the verb from which we get the we"rd deacon . 
a technical 

However, it is a que s ti ~n whether t~e word is being used in an efficial sense 

to indicate the establis hme nt of the office of deacon or whether the word 

is being used in a genera l sense of those who serve a ~ i t is frequently in 

Acts (cf. 1:17, 25 , 6: 1,4; 11 : 29; 12:25; 1 9 : 22 ; 20 : 24; 21:19) . Per haps these 

seven should be c a lled helper s rath e r than official deacons t hough the office 

of deacon had clea rly developed by t ht ti , .e of Paul's first imprisonment ( Phil . 1:1 ), 



23 

8 . 

THE Fl H S'r .MAR'rYR , S-z: z 6 : 8--8: 1 a 

\- i.-
ci1if1,, t tentio

1

n 

-').,tr I 

His n ame ·me a ns crown 
I 

is now t~nnad to one o f tho s e seven helpers, ~tephen . 

,I,.; / 
ffrrtr ha was t11e fir s t to we i"..r t11e111artyr ' s crown , 

100 , he was the nistorical link betwBen Peter and faul, for it is at ~tenehen ' s 

stoning t hat Paul is first mentioned , 

1 . THE STlHHl ~G OF TH ~ P~O~Lt, 6: 8- 7:1 

Stephen was a "deacon" to whom God also gave the respo nsibility of 

ministering the Hord and whose ministry was confirmed by signs and wonders , 
particularly among the Hellenistic Jews in Jerusalem 

Apparently his ministry was espoo~"tmed et tae bibeFtii:ies . 'l'~~se -..w.ere 
who ac<.;ording to verse 9 may have had as many as five synagogues , 

-H-eJJ eui stic ,J e¥tS 

By so1ne means tuese u nbelievi ng Jews were a ble to stir up t oe pepple and 

they accused Stepuen be t'ore the ..:,anheirin . The chcr.rge was two- fold : 
I 

(1) Stephen was speaking against the ternple and (2) he was changing tnelaw 

of ~oses . The charg e also labelled him as a bla~phemer. As he p repar ed ~o 

answer , the §anhedrin saw hi s face s uining as t h e face of an angel (cf . ~xod . 

34:29; 11 Cor . 3:18). 

11 . 'l'HB S ,.rL,10N OF STBPH ~N , 7;,2- 53 

This is the longes t sermon recorded in theBook of Acts. It is as long 

is the three of Paul's together, and it is a n able defense for the claims of 

Jesus Christ(although His name is not used and He is referred to o nly in v . 52) . 

The text of the message is fou d i n verse 51: 11/4s your fathers did , so do ye ," 

Stephen proved this point by citing the simple facts of Jewish history and 

climaxing r.zszw0nas with the contemporary rejection of Jesus , 

..._,,, S'i:phen first cited the history of Abraham ( vv. 2- 8), for tie h irn a ll 

Jews looked/ and to him tne promise 0£z concerning theseed was given. 

Stpehen t hen passed to Joseph ( vv, 9- 16) possibly because Joseph is such a good 

type of Christ . li e was sold because of envy (cf • .r.lark 15:10) but vod was 

with him (cf. Acts i~-z:~2 10: 38); there was a famine ) which pictured lsr~el ' s 

" 
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condition at that time; and it was the second time when Joseph was revealed 

to his b r ethr en just as it will be at our Lord ' s second coroing that Israel 

wi ll reco gni ze Uim . 

~ 
~ Stepnen spoke of .u1o ses \ vv . 17- 38) . 'l' he cha rge tha t had 

bee n l evelled at h i m waszz conc e rned his relationsh ip to ruoses . He poi rited 

out how Moses , t h e deliverer, had been rejected by his own people at first , 

and how Mo ses pronhesied concerning Chri s t who was to come (v . 37) . 

(Note that the word tra nslated "church" in v . 38 should be translclli ed 11 assembly." 

1r his i s t he non- tec hnical use of the word and in no way i mplies that the church 

was zznzi existed in Old Tes t ament times.)f But even after clo s es ) the apostasy 

continued (vv. 39- 53) . "hi le l1 oses was receiving the l aw the peo ple were 

making a gold cal f (v . 41) . They worshipped t he hosts of heaven, Moloch a nd 

Remphan (vv . 42- 4 3) . This brought him to t h e time of Solomon and his temple , 

and since he had bee n accused of defaming the temple he reminded h i s audience 

that God does not dwel l i n temples made by men (cf . 1 . Kg . 8:27; lsa . 66: 1 - 2) . 

Finally Stephen applied his mess age to t h e Sa nhedrin . You , he said , 

are doing the same as your forefathers by rejecting God ' s message through Jesus . 

This , he charged , was a sin against the Holy Spirit, and he laid the blame 

'- (I'... \A_~-
for the slaying of Christ squarely a:t-~eet (v . 52) . 

III . THE STONI NG OF STEPHEN , 7:54--8 :la 

As Stpehen bore down with the truthJ the members o f t h e council beg a n 

to murmur a nd becorne disorderly . l•'inally under so much conviction of heart they 
) J 

interrupted his messa defense and rushed on h im in preparation for stoning. 

So ang ered were they at him that they literally gnashed their teeth a::t:::b:i::m-

l ike ravenous beasts , stopped t h e ir ears s o as not to hea r a im , cast him 

out of the city, and stoned him. There was no vote !or recognition of the fact 

that t h e Sa nhedrin did not of itself have t he power of sentencing to death . 

~til?!Z Awid all t hJ conflilsion stood t he serene figure of Stephen , sustatined 

by the ri s aa Lord standi ng on the right h a nd of God . T his position indicates 



His ministry as a 11ielchisedecpriest giving sustenance to His people (cfl. 
r 
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Gen . 14:18). 

is seated ; but 

Christ ' s work of redeeming 

S-,....;,ef--1. · "'- J 
His work of uphold±--ng Hi s 

is finis hed~thus in this respect Re 

own goes on- -in thfus respect He is 

standL 

And as the stoning proceeded Stpphen k 1 d d 
asked , the__Lord. to 

nee e an~~ 
l~ 1-l<-~•.S'?) 

receive his spiri t and not to lay this sin to t h e charge of the Jews . , Thi:i: 
I\ 

is a rare examp le of a p r ayer directed to the Second Pers on of t h e Trinity). 

Then he fell asleep and was ushered immediately in the pres ence o f his 8avior . 

But t he story does not end there . The first sentence of t he next 

chapter completes it. Stephen was dead,but Go d ' s work lived on and would 

soon be carried on through t h e life of t n e man Saul who was standing by 

holding Stpphen's clotnes a n d c o nsenting to his death . Out of seeming 

tragedy came new advance. Out of Stephen came Paul . 
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ENFORCED EXPANSION , 8 :1-40 

The Great Commission was not confined to Jerusalem but included Judea , 

Samaria and the uttermost par t of the earth. Tne means God used to spread the 

good news beyond Jerusalem was the fourtn persecution wl-4) wi t h its 

resultant witness in ~amaria (5- 25) and on the Gaza road (26- 40) . 

I . THE PERSECU'l'ION IN J ERUSALEM, 1-4 
justice of the 

In Jerusalem opini on was evidently divided over the1ea th of Stephen. 

Some devout Jews were not so sure that the right thing had been done and t h ey 

saw to his burial (v. 2). 0t~eDs For others his death only whetted their appetit es , 

and t hey intensified their persecution of the Christians . Tnis time, howev er, 

the apostles were not ZB directly a ttacked ; only the disciples were scattered . 

One of the c hief persecutors, and the man who now begins to dominate the 

-::, 
oook of Acts, was Saul. The intensity of his a ttacks is shown by the 

-(1.,J -n...r-
factJ that he went into the homes , ~he included women , and Ahe saw to i t that 

they were imprisoned . 
&..,..,..,.,.,.,:..,, ,4{_. / 

Beating and loss of property would~ have been 1 
(\ 

~) 
in:y~ According to 11:19 those who were scattered went as far as 

rhoenici a , Cyprus , and Ant ioch. 

II. THB P ttE 1\ ClllNG IN SAMARIA , 5- 25 
(),...; 1' 

Another deacon is now brought to our attention . 
),-

~~ went to Samaria 

pre aching tnezli'l 0 z Christ t:1~. ·, O~e of those who heard/ was Simon the 

sorcerer who had deceived the peo ple with his claims . He too believed (v. 13) 

and was baptized . However , his faith was evidently not unto salvation (cf. v . 19 
✓ 

a nd Jas . 2 :~z~2 1 4 - 20 ) , for he ap parently only believed that Jesus was a 

great power from God and he did not receive Hi@ as his Saviour. lie believed facts 

about Jesus but did not transfer his trust to Him . 

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard wha t had kkppened they sent Peter 

-<J~ I 'tf"Jv ""-t ~ I_,/ 

a nd John to verify tn;i.1:1,gs. ~ their hands on them t he gift of the Spiri t 



ev-,.-J s.~ 
was imparted to the Samaritans as we llj \~Simon1 s-e:w this gr e a t mirac l e) 

)I{ offered m0~e~ to buy this power t h i nking i t would enhanc e his s orcery . 

But P eter d i scerned the true state of h i s heart and besough t hffuui l repent 

1 
of his wickedness . 

Why was t rt e gift o f t he ::ipiri t delayed u n til t he comi ng of Peter and J ohn~ 

To answer thi s we must reca ll who the Samari tans were. They were half- caste 

Jews (cf . II Kings 17:24; Ezra 4; Neh. 6; Joh n § ) who had their own rival 

worshi p syst em. "The Jews have no dealings with t he Samaritans " (Jn . 4 : 9) . 

If t he Spirit had b e en given to the Samaritans while Philip was preac hing 

then the Samaritans mi ght well have thought that their brand of Christianity 

was distinct f rom the Judean brand just as t heir existing worship was 

di s tinct from Judai sm . Thus t her e would hav e bee n two c hurches. But by 
in t he g iving of t he Spirit, 

using the hands of Peter and John, apostles frolfl Jerusa lem, God assured 
~ 

unity in the infant church. In t he house of Cornelius (10:44) there was 

no delay in order t o prove to the Jews present that Genti les were coming 

into the church on an equal basis with them. 

Ill . THE PREACHIN G ON 'l 'H.l!, GAZA ROAD , <'. 6- 40 

/ 
Gaz a was or i gi nal ly a frotress cityo/z~a~zz on t he r oad to Egypt. 

I 
I n 96 B.C. it was utterly destroyed and while anew city was ~ebuilt) the 

) J ~ 

road to •:gypt ran t hrough t he old fortress which was desert_,(ed) . 

Travelling on t h i s roa d was an of icial of t he ~ueen o f ~thopia ( a ll of 

Africa south of Egpyt ) who , e v idently as a proselyte of the gate (Deut , 23:1) , 

had been to Jerusalem to worshi p . As he was rem.urning he was reading 

Isaiah when he met Philip . 

Philip I s s teps j.a-t"n!s pa::t t-~ .:t-;,e c i:J apt-e~ were definitely ordere d of 

the Spirit. Engaged in a most successful evangelistic work in Samaria the 

Spirit commanded h im t o int errupt i t and go to t he Ga~a r oad (v . 26) . 

Because Phi l i p obeyed , tneSpirit di r ec ted his next move which was to join 

h i mself to the Ethopi a n 1 s chariot{v. 29) . How many other c hariots passed 



previously we do not k now, but it was not until Philip had explicit leadigg 

that he moved from t he side o f the road . But when to l d to speak to t he 

Bt hopi~;~lip was bold t o invade 

~i.a-o-fthe Seri pture which 

his privacy and wisely speak to h i m 

ne was e ngaged in r eading . lie showed 

the ma n that Isaiau was spe aking of Chri st who wus t he Jesus of Nazareth 

28 

of whom the E thop i a n had heard a gr eat deal in Je usalern . Phi l ip apparently ,;1{,,.-i) 

I 
~instr ucted h im concerning baptism, foras soon as they saw wa ter t he 

Ethopian reques t e d it . ( verse 37 i s not in the bes t lllanus criptsJ a.ru1-

s-,;--4~&-,;:i;..a::!C"en-B,S.. After this the Spirit c a ught PhiJ ip away 

~~~ti~Aig~&gdis and continued preaching as he made his way north to Caesareaj 

eventually_ ~ ~ ~ .t."J. wr ~ ~ ?~ ~ 
where he apparently made hi s home (211'28) . t\Because of P'kl~ 's ~a nsitivity ' 

to the leading of the ~pirit the gospel had now gone t o ~ thopia , one of the 
I 

uttermost parts . 



THE CONVE.ttSI ON OF PAUL , 9: 1-31 

azza:nz Tlti-s-:i:-S--a turning_ point -in the Book of 

of t he man who witz d muina ted the nar rative from this 

29 

'I, I 
Act-s w'i.th the introducti on 

1,,-(__ /lJ. .,,/, V ' "';,r~ ~~ 2L 
point on,) r Thfls chapter ,3-..i , t,T;

1 

i s the fi~stof three a ccounts of Paul ' s conwers i on in Acts (cf . 22:1-16; 26:9- 18). 

I. THi CONVBRSlON, 1- 9 

Paul was a determined man whose very l ife brea th was 11 21:nezi>I threatenings 

and slaughter a gains t t h e disciples of the Lord ." ma was like a warhorse 

who had the scent of ba t tle (for the verb i s literally brea thing in)j and 

who was looking for new 
He cas t his eyes 

fields to conquer . /\ 'ro t h e north wher ~ lay Damascus 

t.,,_) 
v~ a l a r g e group o f Christi a ns . Perhap s some had been in 

Jerusalem for Pentecost and h a d returned with the news of the events of that 

day . Those who be l ieved h a d not been pers e cuted, for they had not even been 

forced to separate fro rn the synag ogues (~2::22). But Pa ul h a d in mind changing 

a ll t hat , so he asked for authority from the high prmms t in Jerusalem 

to bring any Damascus Chri s tians to J e rusalem for trial . 

God had other p ilians . Four thing s stand out in this account o f Paul ' s 

First , it is evident from the Lord ' s words "it i s hard f or thee t o k ick 

a gainst the pricks" tha t in his innermo s t soul Paul was under conviction . 

vv,-. -~ 
He h~n t r yi n g to sti fle t he goading of his consci e nce..waioh th~ 

evers by incre a smdg the intensity of 

hi s: per secution . 

As the voice from heaven asked " Why 
./ 

Second , there was conversi on . 
began to 

persecutest thou me?" J it eie~a!'lz zei dawneii 
.,/ 

on Paul that Jesus of Nazareth was 

the Mes s iah and Lord . And this t:nemel'1 life-changing truth was confirmed to 

him when the Lord s a id, ":I_. am Jesus whom thou persecutes t." In tha t moment 

whe n he recognized Je s us as his 111essiah and pla ced his faith in Him Paul 

bec ame a new man in Chri s tl 
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Third, there was consdcr ation. Paul was one of those rar u persons 

who settled the matter of life service a t the same time as he settled the 

question of the salvation of nis soul (cf. 1 Sam . 3:9) . When he asked 

" Wha t wi lt thou have me to do? " he was offering the Lord al l h i s life fo r 

service without reservation. 

Fourth, there was communion during the three days he was without 

sight , food, and water . 

11. THE CtlRONOLOGY, 10- 31 

A. Damascus, 10- 22 

On the scene appeared one of whom nothing is previously recorded 

and who disappears from t he record almost as soon as he appears . Ananias 

to whom the Lord appeared was God ' s instrument in Paul 's infant Christian life . 

After being a ssured by the Lord that Paul was a ch~nged man (vv . 13- 16) 

Ananias immediately vrnnt to the house of Judas in Straight Str eet, Damascus , 

to mi nister to Paul in the matters of hiss i ght, his baptism, his pilling 

with the Spirit, his physical need for food , and communion in the things 

of the Lord . After some days Paul began to preach Christ in the synagogues 

of Damascus . fhe peop le couldn ' t believe what t 11ey heard, for here was 

the arch- persecutor now preac hing t o e faith which he had set out to des troy , 

B. Arabia, Galatians 1:17 

v 
In t his passage Paul reveals the fact that immediately after h is 

convers ion h e spent t hree years in Arabia before going to ver usalem 
ext ended 

to see the apeetles . This period of time is referred to in Acts 0flZ~ apparent ly 

only by the phrase "afte r that many days were fulm'.ilJed" (9 : 23). To what 

w~ 
specific spot in Arabia the apostle~ we do not know, but it may have 

been a des erted place or it may well have been ~o one of the cities 

to the south of falestine . Neither are we given any clue as to how he 

spen t his time there, but evidently he was reorienting himsel f and his 

theology in the light of~ Damascus ~oad experience . 
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J thorough 

ln addition to all nis previou. training in the Rabbinical school of Aamal i el; 
I 

fully 
God c ons i dered that he still needed three more years before h e WHS prepared 

'\ 
fo r servic e . 

C. Damascus , 23- 25 

Paul ' s testimony in t he synagogues of Damascus was even more powerful 

after h i sArabian sojournT-so muc h so that the Jews plot ced against his life ; 

a nd i ~e had the discipl es not nelped him escape by letting him over t oe city 
Ir , 

wall in a basket , presumably h.is .H.--:fe would-ha.ve been taken. 

D. Jerusalem , 26- 29 (cf . Gal. 1 : 18- 19) 

Whe n Paul c ame to Jerusalem the disciples were afr a id o f h i m, still 

fearing tha t he was not really a follower of t he Lord . But Barnabas 

vouched for hi1n , a nd he remained there about 15 days , witnessing particular ly 

to t he Hellenistic Jews (with whom Paul had cooperated in "the death of Stephen) 

with such effectiveness t ha t again his life was in jeopardy. 

E. Tarsus , 30- 31 
,_/ 

Whe n the p l ot was discovered the disciples took Paul to the seaport, 

Cae sarea , a n d h e went hooo to Tar s u s . He was probably t here about six or seven 

years bef ore he was c al led to help barnabas in t he work at Antioch . 'l'his must 

have been a very dif r'icult ti1.,e , f or the one who had -gone away as a promising 
;VV 

rabbinic a l s tudent had now returned a despised Christian . 
f' 
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TH~; CONVERSI ON OF TH _•, GENTIL:l!.:S~ 9:32- 11: 18 
G,~TlL:C:S lN THE CHURCH, 9:32--11: 18 

32 

I. TqE PREPAHATION OF THE MESSENGER , 9: 32--10:22 
A. Peter the Leader, 9:32- 43 

The a ction returns again to Peter who was visiting the c hurches 

in Palestine which were having good growth (v. 31). When he c ame to Lydda 

he was u sed i n the healin~ of Aeneas who had been 3zek par al~zed for eight 

years / and who apparently was a n unbelieve r . Since Ae neas ' paralytic condition 

was vrnll-known in the region, his miraclous healing~m::a+so well mtOY@,,. 

became the means of c ausing many t o turn to the Lord . 

Meanwhi l e , at nearby Joppa on the coast, a female d i sciple, Dorcas, 

who h~d spent her days i n ing good works in making clothes for the ne edy , 

died . When the di s c •ples he~rd t hat ~eter was only 10 miles away in 1ydda 

they s ent fo r him . When h e came he found the widows (probably those who had 

received 
in 

had been 

clothes from Dorc as ) weeping in the u pper chamber where her body 
, ,v ,,.~1 ( ) 

imitation of the Lord.5, in the house of Jairas Matt . 9 : 25 , 
laid . Peter asked them all to le ave and kn00zzngza0wnz having prayed 

I 
h e cornwanded :Uorcas to at:zse~ come to li t' e . When she saw Peter sue sat up , 

he offered her h elp , and he presented her alive to t he waiting people . 

This too became known in t he vicinity, a nd like the healing of Aeneas it 

was the cause of many turnine; to the Lord. 1\.nd Peter remained there iil.s the 

euest of Si mon the tanner. 

B. Peter t he Learner, 10:1- 22 

The s cene n ow shi f t s to Caeserea, 27 miles up the c o as t where we are 

V 
introduced to a distinguished centurion who com1,1anded the hundred men of 

t he ltalian band. He, o f course, was a Gentile, but a v ery de-vout one . 

Probably he was a prosel y t e of the gate; that is, he believed in the God 

of J udai sm and rlis government , but had not yet taken any of the steps to 

become a full- fled ged proselyte . He was a generous a nd pr ayerfu l man ( v . 2) . 

However , he was not yet a saved man (cf . 11:14) even though he was so v ery 

reli g ious . 
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As h e waspraying one day an/ angel of God a pp eared and told him 

to send fo r Peter in Simon the tannerfSs house in Joppa . L._,mediately , doubting 

nothing, Corneliua sent two of his servants to Joppa. 

~he next day when t h e messengers were nearing Jopp a , Peter , wai t ing 

for the n oo n meal, was on the flat roof of ihezh Si mon ' s house praying . 
ceremo nial l y 

He fel l into a trance and saw a great s heet full of al l sorts of/lunc l ean 

a nimals bei ng le t down from heaven . ~uddenly a voice conL,anded : "Rise, Peter; 

kill , and eat ." 
t h e _Lo r d 

Peter a ppnaently recognized the ord e r as from~ , but 

he did not acknowledg e the Lord ' s ri ght to command h im to do what was forbidden 

by the Mosaic l ww_..f0-r a Jew- to&..4lo. . 0C!IZ.ti0X'..ne.p'iz ga Hi s reply wa~- ~~, g!e;t I , 

~ '\ 
contradictmn:il. : " :Ho t s o , Lord'.#;' f-o? _~f lie is Lord one cannot say , "Not so", 

and i f one says 11ft/ot so", lie cannot be Lord . But God assured him that He 
) 

had cleansed these a n imals, a nd repeated the action three times . 

At t his point zhe Cornelius ' servants appeared , a nd $ince the Lord 

had to l d Peter that he should go with them, he did . All t he time he was 

pondering the meaning of the vision , wnich was simply that unclean Gentiles 

If,/ 
were now to be cleansed by t he gospe l of Chri s ti and brought into the church 

on the same basis as Jewish be lievers . 

zz . II. THE PHl~AC1il NG 0 ·1' 'l'H~ JllESSAGE , 10 : 23--11 : 18 

When they arrived in Caeserea Corne l ius was waiting for them 

with his re l atives and friends . What faith Cornelius d i splayslin call ing 

together these folks to hear soweone he had been told to aend for in a 

vision pze ae h speak some strange message to them ! 1 t was tne third day 

since the v ision of t he sheet full of unclean animals, 
L-.., 

but :i,,rr-tnose days 

Peter had comprehended what God was trying to say to him ~~zz2S~~ ~bout the 

Gentiles ' coming into the blessings of the gospel(v . 28). Thus the mes sage 

was first preached to them in the house of Cornelius . 
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A~-l 
Peter o~efiett by declarfing that he now understood that God was no 

respecterof persons , a fact which the Old testruoent affirms repea tedly (cf. 

Deut . 10:17; 11 Sam . l i :14; 11 Chron . 19:7) . God ' s message to all peoples 

is peace by Jesus Chri s t (v . 36). Then the essential facts of the life and 

hrt-..t 
death of Christ ~re- stated-- He proved Himself by His life (v. 38), He 

was crucified (v. 39), He was raised and seen by p redetermined witnesses 

(vv. 40- 41), and He will someday judge the living and the dea~ (v . 42) . 

'l'h8'1 Peter invi ted these Gentiles ("whosoever") to believe in Him and 

receive remission o~ sins f(v . 43) . 
Apparently Peter did not really finish his me e sage, f or 

~
1
.J{s he was speaking the 0 pirit fell upon these people who believed the 

C\,-,-, ' • { 
message , and they spoke in tongues as-the evidence of the ::;pirit •s coming . 

This, of course, wa.z completely astoni shed the Jewish brethren with Peter 

wi sely,, 4 
(note that Peter had l\c,a-:i::e::J;.tl,J;d;..y taken along v,i tnesses '}!c i' . v. 23), for this 

clearly meant tha t God wad received these Gentiles into the f ellowship 

./ v-JL-
not only on an eq_ual basis with the jews but eptirely apart from J.e,ipljr.rh 

~,v,.; ,, 
laying on o# hands . The Spirit's coming at the mo~ent of salva tion is the 

(\ 

no r mal pattern as seen here in the conversion of the Gentiles, a nd the 

gi ft of tongues was the sign to the Jews present of God's working . fefz 

11ate:e baptism followed and ±1110 .Peter and t he others remained a few days with 

the new converts . ~t must have been a time~ of very happy and precious 

fellowship enjoying t heir oneness in Christ . 

But a ll were not happy over these Gentile converts. 
e 

Th0ze brethren 

in Je r usalem heard what had happened and they accused Peter of violating 

Jewish ~xzxe xpie~ l aw by eating wi th uncircumcised Gentiles . They had not 

yet learngd the l esson of the she e t filled with unclean animals but stil l 

considered Christianity to be excuusively for Jewmmh believers. So Peter 

rehearsed for them the events~~ the previous days (11 : 1- 18) . He told them 

of the grea t sheet, of the baptizing work of the ::;piri t on Gentiles just 

as He had done for them at Pentecos t (vv. 1 5-l6), and mentioned the presence of 
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the six Jewish brethren he had taken with nim to Caeserea. Then he 

simply rested his c ase by aaking , 1r0
G8l~~~~stlr Gentiles what He ha;} done 

for us, who was I to withstand God? (v. 17). When the leaders heard thes : 

facts they too glorified God for having given eternal life to ~he Gentiles. 

~ 
The first test had been successfully passed, but the church wa~ to deal 

'VF 
again wi th this problem of Oewish- Gentile relations ¾l ...t:.t..o el'ia1~h (clVI · .15). 



12. 

THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH, 11:19-30 

1:,, THE FOID{DING OF THE CHURCH, 19-21 
-pne 

Luke now r eturns to the persecution of Stej)hen and ~-ated"" Sbm-e-c>f 

~ ../t ./ 
t h,~ event_s vyiich.. follow_ed;_ aftme-!y, the s ca ttering of t he di sciples. They 

-were driven as far as Phenice (Phoenicia-- where Tyre and Si don are l ocated), 

Cyprus, and Antoich, and their preaching was restricted to J ews only. 

Probably the events recorded here preceeded in point of time the 

preaching in the house of Cornelius/ so that those who were scateered had 

~-.ry- ' L -

not heard that God was now including Gentiles in Hi s._p.i.rrpos.es. 

Many Jews who heard believed and turned to the l.ord. 

II. THE FURTHERI NG OF THE \fflRK CHURCH, 22- 26 

The word of the conversion of these people got back to J €Jrusalem 

• which , because of seniority, location, and connection with the Apostles, 

continued to be t he "mother church ." Barnabas was dispatched to see what was 
likely 

goi ng on. ~x0kahZiJC He was chosen because he was a Hellenist a s were many of 
'\ 

these new converts and he was a Cypriot as were many of the preachers. 

He also possessed the spiritual qualities necessary for such a mi nistry, for 

he was a godd man (void of any censuring spirit) , full of the Spirit and of faith. 

Coming to Antioch he s aw the grace of God in the changed lives of the believers 

(cf. 13: 12 for another exampl e of doctrine i n a ction) and exhort ed them to 

v 
cleave to the Lord. He also saw that a second person would be necess ary to 

ha l ~p carry on the work there properly and so he sent for Saul in Tarsus. 

rT is possible that the apost l es in J~rusa l em 
Barnabas had 

had authorized Barnabas to 

send for Saul even before ke l eft 
1 

-..,/ 

J erusal em since it seemed to be the ir 

custom to send two petopl e on such missions (cf. 8 :lk). J.' 
A any rate both 

of fhem ministered in t he church for a year teach,ing and exhorting the people. 

It was in Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. The 

word appears in the N .... w T .... stament only here, Acts 26 : 28, and I Peter 4:16. 

rt was not a t erm which God gave them nor which they bestowed upon themselves, 
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with 
but one whi ch the Romans dubbed them ( for it would be very unlikely that JI\,s 

I\ 
would have used any name wlhth Christ in it)i1Hrax~x0Hkxzx0Mbtzka2&zlllseraxsmmxa:kl!lex 

-elesi~:aat3,0:a} ... - The ,-,ord means a partisan of Christ or one who belongs to 

Dhrist~s par ty. Thus the work was furthered through t he proper exercise of 

gifts in the ministries of Barnabas and Saul and through the distinct marking 

off of t he believers~~;·,.~--L- ' 

III. THE FUNCTIONING OFTHE WORK, 27- 30 

Soon the church had an opportunity to minister in material things in 

return for the spiritual ministry they had received. Prophets from J Erusalem 
Agabus, one of them, 

came to Antioch and prophesied of a famine to come (which did in the days of 
.) I\ l// r, 1 

Cl audius whose entire reign/! was plagued with shortages). Whenthe church 

heard of it they not only believed the prophecy but acted by coll ecting 

and sending to Jerusalem relief money. Barnabas and Saul were chosen to 

carry t hms benevolence and .they are called elder s. This is the first use of 

this word in Acts though the difice was undoubtedly an carry-over from the 

organization of the synagogue without any formal institution in the church. 

I t i s worthy of notice that this dispensing of maney was entrusted only to 

these hi gh officers in the churhb, and that it was considered important enough 

to send away the two outstanding teachers in the church. 
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THE FIFTH PERSECUTION, 12:1-25 

I. THE DEVI LMENT OF HEROD , 1 

38 

J:. 
For the fi fth time now the church wasz in J rusal em was pl agued wi th 

persecuti on. First it wa s by the elders, rulers , and scribes (ch.Ji) . Then 

i t \·1as from t he Sadducees because of the preaching of the resurrect i on (ch . 'S) . 

Those of t he synagoguet of t he Libertines hounded St ~phen to dea t h (ch. 6) . 
,1.L 

AxZ!&llXZiI:tK A1ong with this Saul headed intense persecution of the church 
~ 

a t JErusal em so that a ll but the apostles were scattered/ (ch . 8 ). This 

f i fth per secut i on was insti gated by Herod about the same time tha t Paul 

and Bar nabas were v i s i ting t he churches in Judea (11:29- 30) . This H""'rod was 

Herod Agrippa I, gr andson of II .... r od the Great who was ruling at t he time of the 
had 

birth of Chri st. He was a man who~cultivated the good will of t he Jews 

by observi ng their cust oms and preferring their company . ~ 

i n secular sources as a mil d , liber a l, yet ambitious rul er. 

II. The Death of James, 2 

In order further to court the favor of t he Jews Herod had J ames t he 

brother of J
0
hn killed . This son of Zebedee was decapitated i n fulfillment 

of 
of t he Lord's pr ophecy in Mark 10 : 39. It is interesti ng to note tha t t hese 
inseparabl e A 

two/\brother s one was t he first apostle to die and t he other was, as far as we 

know , t he l ast . 

III. THE DELI VERANCE OF PETER , 3-19 

When H rod s aw that the s l ayi ng of James pleased the J ews , he proceeded 

to extend his ~~~~nt of the church by seizing Peter. The time was Passover, 

14th t o 21s t Ni san , Easter time , and the year was the year of Herod:?:g deat h , A.D. kh. 

But Her od did not want to kill Peter unt il after Passover s i nce the Jews woul d 
able 

have been occupied \·lith t he rituals of Passover and l ess ~ to appreciate 

fully wh:ht he was doing for t hem . 

I n t he meant i me the church was praydmg, and in answer t o t heir pr ayers 
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God delivered him the ni ght before his planned execution. But Peter was 

sleeping that night! Undoubtedly he remembered the promise of the L
0
rd 

t hat he woul d live to be an elderly man (Jn. 21:13) . The deliverance was 

accomplished by an angel of the L0 rd and in the face of the strictest pr ecautions 
(two by Peter ' s side and two at the door) 

Herod could -¾'ake . Two chains and four soldiers 
11

~•/ere supposed to keep h i m safe 
-h-\._ Y\ 

d::br the exeoutioner . Her od nemembered what had happened before~ when 
/' 

--> 

Peter was in ja)dil and he didn't want Sn¥ r epeat performance#. He-eveit ti.ml 

" But the power of God i s great er tha a that of any Herod, and t he chains fe ll off , 

t he doors of the pr i son ,-,ere opered , and Peter thought he was seeing a vision . 

This i s most natural particularly in view of his recent experience with the 

vis ion of t he great sheet. 

Hov1Gver , when he came to himself he r ealized what had happened ( v . 11 ) . 

Then a very real problem faced hi m--where should a marked man go? He deci ded to 

go first where the church was gathered pr aying to l et them Imo,-, of his delivercmce . 

So he went to the house of M"~ry t he mother of J 
0
hn )!ark. The damsel who answered 

the door could not believe that their prayers were bei ng answered and thought 
Spirit 

it was Peter's angel ( or ~ya]. ~--t}Q-rt) . Peter had to continue knocking, 

and ,-,hen he finally convinced them t hat it was he , he related how the Lord had 

delivered him. Then he thought of his persona l safejiy and departed into hi ding 
~.,.,.._,,.j 

i n an;l ace unnam~ . Of course, when the news got out t hat Peter was 

gone someone had to pay , and it was the soldiers who had bean assi gned to guard 

hi m who pai d with their lives. Thus the fifth persecution ended in death for 

one (James) and deliverence for another (Peter ) . I nscrutible are the ways of God . 

IV. Tlill DESTRUCTION OF HEROD , 20- 23 

After the deliverence of Peter Herod went to Caesarea. While 

there an attempt ,-,as made at reconciliation between Herod and t he thief cities 

of Pho,!enicia, Tyee and Sidon . The cause of t he t1·ouble is unknown,but a lthough 

Tyre and Sidon ,-,er e free cities w1der the Romans they had to maintain good 

rel a tions with Herod since zk0x?: they were economically dependent on Herod's 

territory. Bl ast us, the king's chamberlain , ,-,as their intermediary an~ 
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a r econciliat i on was evidently e ffected . The pubibic announcement of this 

was ev:i:ae:atl:~- apparently made on a festival day {perhap s the anniversa;vy of 

the Emperor's birthday). The people responded by shouting , "God 's voice, not 

a man's I" Fortlrni th an angel of t he L rd smote him because he did not 
repudi ate t he ~ ~ 

d0Qxtke acclaimation and thus did not give God His glory. Josepheus 
f' 

says tha t Herod was i :nmediately seized with viol ent internal pai ns and that 

he lingered i n agony for five days before he finally di ed . 

V. THE DISSEMINATION OF THE WORD , 24- 25 

In contl~ast to the persecutor's miserable demise, the Word of God 

flourished ( cf . 6 :7; 9 :31) . Persecution only promoted t he Wor d . I n the 
\.,, 

meantime Paul and Barnabas had ful f illed their mission of bringing the famine 

relief money to the churches i n Judea, so t hey returned to Anti och t aking with them 

John I•lark . 
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THE FIRST MI SSIONARY JOURNEY, 13:1-l~:28 

Chapter 13 marks a ma j or division point in the book of Acts. The first 

twelve chapters have recorded the events of the spread of Christianity in 

Jerusa lem, Judea and :Samaria. Now the third part of the Great Commission 

begins to be ful f illed, andthe gospel is t aken to the uttermost part of the earth, 

Whereas 1-lw traced the progress of the message from J rusalem to Antioch, 13-28 
0 

records the movement fr om Antioch to Rome. 

I, EVENTS I N ANTIOCH , 13 :1-4 

The church a t Antioch was blessed with a number of outstanding l eaders. 

Barnabas and Saul had pr eviousl y been mentioned (11: 25). In addition , there were 

Si meon (an African), Lucius {perhaps one of t he group mentioned in 11: 20), 

and Manaen who was brought up i n court with Herod Antipas (the one ruling during 

the public ministry of Christ). One day as t hey were serving the Lord, t he S irit 
.,... 

said, "Separate me Bar nabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." 

Two-fifths ofthe loaal l eadership were bei ng led out i nto otiher service. 

I 
The church evi dently d i d not hesitate, but after fas ting and pa~Yjer 

laid their hands on them (as an i ndicati on of their association with t hem i n t heir 

f uture ministry) and 

quite naturally they 

sent them away. So thefirst missionari e s departed; and 
Cyprus, 

headed for the home of one of t hem (Barnabas). 
(\ 

II. EVENTS IN CYPRUS , 13 : 5-13 ~­
Salamis , on t he east coast of Cyprus, was the first stop onthat island .hel per .._,, 

( i ncl uding John Mark who went along asa ~~) 
After pr eaching there in the synagogues, the group

1
went t a across the i sl and 

to Paphos . There the Roman deputy of the i s l and, Sergius Paulus, was converted 

after a strug)Jl e with El!JllllaS the sorcer er who tried to keep him from believing. 
temporary 

Paul, discerning t hat El yroas ,-,as a t ool of the devil, called down blindness on hi m 

for his wickedness . It was mere too that Paul began to use his Roman name, Paul, 

since he was now i n a Gentile environment . Saul was his Jewish name and Paul his 

Greek name, and as was the common eus tom he would have been given both names 

at birth . Certainly t he t wo names i n no way represent the t wo natures but s imply 



the particular emphasis of his ministry now to Gentiles caused hi m to use his 

Greek name Paul. 

Leaving Cyprus the party crossed the Mediterranean to Perga where 

John Mark decided to l eave and return to J~rusalem, No reason is given for 

his defection, though evidently Paul considered whatever reason it was t0 an 

unjustified one (15 :38). 

III. EVENTS IN GALATIA, 13:14-14:20 

A. Antioch in Pisidia, 13 :14- 52 

Pisi dia was one of the regions into which the Roman province of Galatia 

was divided. Paul and Barnabas came tkexexaf to thie region (3600 f t. in 

el evat i on) after crossing the Taurus mountains from Perga. As was his custom 

Paul went first to the synagogue where he was invited to speak.( (and this is 
v.n-

t he longest recorded sermon of Paul's). The message ~ 5imilar to Stephen's 

defense.qFirst there was an historical review (vv.17-25)1 extending from 

the events of the Exodus to the life of D~ivd and particularly the promise 
./ 

of a son given to D vid and finally to John the Bapt i st who clearly was not 
~ 

the fulfillment of that promise. This gave a natural introd uction for the 

nest part of the messagewhlich showed that Christ, David's greatEr !:lon, was the 

fulfillment of that promise. Thus, second, Paul preached the gospel as it is in 

Jesus Christ.( to them (vv. 26-39 ) . He was the one who fulfilled " all that was 

written of Hi m"(v. 29), was crucified.( and raised fromthe dead zH agai n in 

fulfillment of the Old Testmanet s"'ri ptures. Because of Hi s work"all who 

believe are justified fromall things, from which ye could not be justified by 

the l aw of Moses"v. 39). This is a most startling statement, for Paul was saying 

that the law of Moses could not justify anyone, but Christ offers complete 

justification to every believer. Third, Paul wanned hi s hearers not to 

ignore what they had just heard (vv. 40-41). IDne of the underlying thrusts 

of this message is this: i gnorance of the written Word (the Old Testament 

prophecies concerning Messiah in this case) leads to ignorance of the living 

Word. It is so today. 



The result of this testimony was t hat some rejected and some age1113j:01.!1:z believed, 

butpthe whole city heard the word of God (v. 44) . And because of the multitudes 

who did listen the J Ews were jealous and elz spoke against Paul and Blirnabas. 

So the missionaries turned their attention to the Gentiles and maay-wePe-saveaT-
-1) 

those who were ordained A ( set in the rank of ) ~~ eternal life believed. But 

the Jews finally stirred up enough women and leading men to drive Pauland 

Barnabas to Iconium. But a work of grace had been done and done in Gentile 

hearts largely , and the disciples were filled with joy and the Hoiby Sp irit . 

B. Iconium , 14:1-5 

Un~Jelief is morally vie.ems. This was illustr<'lted ;it I conium where 

t he unbelieving Jews stirred 
r - --

/ 
up the Gent~les to ~ r~ecute the apostles, divide 

a0~ the peoplei and attem~t to 
.l 

drive them from t he city. The gospel is indeed 
J L 

a savour of 00et0 life t o s0me and of aeath to others (II cur. 2:15-&~) • 

When t he anostl es bec~~e aware of the intensity of the intensity of the 

planned attack they fled to Derbe and Lystra •. Retreat is not always an 
~ 

unworthy proceedure particularly when the ra~ involves further or different 

opportunities to witness. 

C. Derb~ and Lystra, 14:6-20 

At Lystra two important things happened--a miracle and a stoning. 

The miracle was the healing of a man lame from birth, So stunning was it t hat 

whenthepGopJ e kl:le\'.' aaottt :t.t tkQ.¥ news spread like wild fire among the people they 

thought Paul and Barnabas were gods and they prepared to make a sacrificeunto them. 

When the apostles realized what was happening they spoke to them in an effort to 

restrain them. Evidntly the reason Paul and Barnabas did not r ealize what 

the people were doing was t hat the people were speaking in their native tongue, 

Lycaonia, and Paul and Barnabas s i mply did not understandl that particular 

d ~ dialect ( even though P ul had the gift of tongues , I Cor. 1~:19). The speelZh 

Paul made onthat occasion was a very general s tatement about the goodness of God 

which distingusfued Him f DDm all other gods and particularly from Paul and Barnabas 

d..,./ '- I 
who were sµn1d=fjnen. Even at that the piaiapJ:ta tk0x0xmtzx it was not easy to 

f om doing sacrifice . 



The sec ond event was the s toning of Paul a t t he instigati on of J ews from 

Antioch and I conium. More than 100 mi l es separ a ted t k0x0xtxe Antioch f Dom 

Lystr a , yet they dogged Paul' s trail and s tirred up t he peopl e s o much t hat 

v 
t hey s t oned t he aps stle . Per haps Barnaba s escaped because he wa s not t he l eader. 

Some fee l that Paul was speaking of this experience of s toning i n the a ccount 

of II Corinthi an s 12 :1-5 , while othe r s t hi nk tha t it was on t hi s occasion that 

he received the mar ks spoken of i n Gal atians 6:17. In any ca s e ther e i s grim 

i rony iB t he quick r eversa l of t he peopl e 's attitude t oward the one whom 

God performed a mi racle a t Lystra , fo r Paul got up f r om t hestoning and t he 

next day wa s strong enough t o l eave for Derbe . Some bel i eve t hat the apestl e 

actua l l y di ed and was r a i sed , while ot hers assume that he was not a eally dead . 

Neverthel ess , r a ised or mer ely r evived it was a mi racle t hat t he e f fects of t he 

stoning did not pr event h i m f rom going on so soon to Der be . 

IV. EVENTS ON THE RETURN , l h. : 21-28 
itiner a ry of the 

Toe1r etur n trip to 
I 

the omi s s i on o f Cypr us). 

and ordina t i on . Appa r entl y 

suffer i ng persecut i on and 

Antioch i n Syria was a r etracing of t heir s teps (with 

The work of t he return trip was t hat of confirmabton 

many of the 

'I' ~ ---- .+~ 

believer s i n t he various cities wer e 
'½. ,rL., /'>L.. ~;~ 

Paui,, exhorted t hem t o s tand fas t r~ tha t t kz K such 

wa s norma l. Further t hey appoi nt ed e l ders in thes e pl aces sothat t he i nf ant 

churches would not be l eft unorganizedi (v . 23--t he wor d transl ated orda i n means 

to appoi nt or de s i gnat e ). Fi nally t hey a rrived homein Antioch wher e they 

made kno~m t he bl essi ng of God particul arly in opening t he door of sal vation 

to t he Gentiles as He has so abundantly done on thi s f irst mi ssi onary j our ney . 



THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM , 15 :1-35 

I. THE DISSENSION , 1-6 

A.., time went on it was dmevitabl e t hat the problems raised by the presence 

of Gent il es in the church would come to a head. Peter had learned the l esson 

of t he sheet filled with unclean animals and r eali zed that no man should be 

called common or unclean--not even Geniltes. At first the JPrusalem church had 

accepted Cornelius and those converted ,,ii;h him on an equal basis with the Jwwi sh 

converts and without the necessity of being circu.rncised . However, as larger 

numbers of Gentiles came into the blessings of salvation, the numbers of Jewish 

believers who believed that circumcisi on was necessary f Dr these Gfentile converts 

just as it was for Gentil e proselytes asserted themselves . Some even came 

from Jer usal em to Antioch and t aught t hat circumcision and the keepi ng of the 

~1osaic l aw was necessary for salvation. 1 Natur ally/these folks would not ..-

fel l owshi p with uncircumcised Gentiles even i f they were believer s in Christ. 

This aggrevated the matter , but Paul and Barnabas were discerning enough to 
the 

see thms as not s i mply a question of fellowsfuip but as a question of/\ fundamental 

doctrinet of salvation by grace vers~s salvation by works. So they ,-,ere sent 

to Jerusalem to try to settle this matter . On the way they declar ed the conversion 
I 

of the Gentiles on the first missionary journey toth e clrurches in the cities 

through which they passed , and when they finally arrived in Jerusalemthey 

found the same doctrine being promolgated by some of the believers who had had 

a Phari saical background . Any addi t i on to salvation by mrace in any day whe t her 
__., 

it be the addition of circtuncision or the keeping of the law or anything else 
to 

is a problem similar
1

and equally serious as the one which faced t he Jerusal em 

council. 

II . Tlill DISCUSSION , 7-18 

Befoee the public discussi on tz01 Paul and Barnabas nehearsed privately 

to the apostl es and el ders at Jerusalem t he t hings which God had done (v . 4) . 

Mtez The public discussion invotued much questioningi and statements by Peter , 



--, 
I 

46 -Paul and Barnabas , and Mames. It was logical t hat the gr oup should hear Beter first 

since he was the one used of God to opaa the door of sal vation to the Gent i les 

(vv . 5-11 ) . He simply rehearsed what God had done; t hen he r emi nded them that 

they as Jews coul d not bear t he yoke of the law ; and fina l ly he decl ared that 

''we (Jews) belieud to be saved (l i terally) even as t hey (Genti les) bel i eve to be 

saved" (v. 11) . I n other words, salvation is by fai th for both groups. 

Aft er this Paul and Bar nabas added t heir t es i monies as to what God 

had done on their miss ionary journey i n saving Gentiles (v . 12) , 

Finally , J ames , thehalf- brother of the Lord, t he recognized l eader of t he 

church a t Jerusal em (cf. 12 : 17 ; 21:18) , ~ummarized matter s , After reviewing 

Peter ' s t .et ~i mony t hat God f irst visited Gentiles thr ough h is mini stry , he quoted 

a prophecy from Amos 9 :11-12 as confirming this order of events in God's program. 

The order i s : ( 1) God visits Gentiles; (2) a fter t h is Christ will return; (3) the 

mille1m i al kingdom \'/ill be established and in it Gentiles will r eturn t o t he Lord . 

In ot her words God has not abandoned Hi s pl ans for t he kingdom for Israel, He 

sx:mpz~ will do it af t er Christ returns, but i n t he meant i me He i s calli ng out 
V 

from ai-nong Genti les a people fo r Hi s na111e . 

III. THE DECI SI ON , 19- 35 

The decis i on was : " i'le trouble t hem not who from among the ~~til es are turned 

to God" (v. 19) , This means that t he council affirmed the principl e of sal va t i on by 

gr ace . To troubl e t hem woul d have meant to circlli'llcise t hem . Not to troubl e t hem 
VO 

meant that circumci s i on was unnecessary to salvat ion . Thi s was t he unequicating 

" 
deci s i on of t he council . 

Nenti on was made of t he fact t hat t his problem not onl y affected doctrine 

but t hat i t a l so affected fellowship between Jewish an d Gent ile bel:iarer s . 

The doctri nal decision was clearly t hat taith alone was necessary for sal vat ion , 

However , t he council made a further suggestion concerning thi s matter of fel l owship . 

It 1·1a s simply t hat the Gentile Christians mi ght well abstain from cert a i n things 

which 1·1oul d be offensive to Chri sti ans wi t h a Je,'lish backgroudd, These wei·e t h ings 

whcih l'lere permi s s ibl e for any believer , but whi ch were repugnant to t hose wi th 



Jewi sh reari ng and whi d:1 t herefor e when pract i ced by Gent ilet believers were 

0:f:te:axuexz0xt.wmix a hindranc e to fello\'/ship . They ,-,ere : t hings of fered i n 

sacr ifice to i dol s (cf. v . 291 where'tpolluti ons of i dol s " i s expl ained ) ; 

fornication (whi ch i s pr obably to be under stood in the spec i a l sense of 

breaches of the Jewi sh marriage regulat i ons listed in Lev. 18 and not i n the 

general sense of all i l lic i t sexual rel ations) ; t h i ngs strangl ed in which the 

bl ood remai ned ; and tir om blood (PmZl!mXI?ra¥XZ~ either separate from meat or i n 

t he same sense as t hings str angled) . 

Thi s deci si on and sugges t i on by James was aceepted by the ot her s , and 
V' 

t hey i mpl emented i t by wri t i ng i t i n a l etters and sendi ng t he news t o the 

other churches . Paul, Bar nabas , Judas and Si l as wer e del egated to take t hese l etter s . 

Their f i rst s t op was Ant i och where the news was joyously r ecei ved and wher e 
I 

Silas chose t o r emai n mi ni ster~ t o t he church . A potent i a l l y danger ous 
f 

schi sm i n the church had been avert ed . An impor tant doct i nal matter had been 

clear l y sett l ed , and a suggesti on had been made so that J ew and Gent i l e mi ght 

l ive din har mony i n the assembl ies. Peace had been rest>ored but it was only 

temporary . Those who t aught f i ath plus cir cume i sion did not accept t he deci s i on , 

for we know t hat t hese Judai ser s dogged t he s t eps of Paul and per s i s t ed i n their 

campai gn imz:ioey;xz:a of forcing the r-1 sai c l aw on Gentile converts . 
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!DHE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, 15 : 36-18 :22 

I. THE JOURNEY BEGUN , 15136- 40 

I \.n-
The time vi 's approximately the year 50. The place is Antioch in Syri a. 

~ ~ 

The scene i.s one of contention. 

~ 
A. The Cause of Contention. Paul and Barnabas felt that they wanted to r eturn to 

the churches founded on the f irst journey Barnbbas wanted to take John Mark with 

t hem agai n . But Paul evidently felt tha t hi s returning home from Per ga on the first 

journey was uncalled for , and he defused to take h i m. 

B. The Continuation of the Contention. The verbs in verses 37- 38 are i n the 

i mperfedt/ tense indicating that t he discuss i on went on a t length. 

C. The Character of the Contention. Thi s was no trivia l argument but a sharp 

contention (v. 39). The only other use of thisword cont ention i s i n Hebrews 10 : 24 . 

D. The Consequence of t he Contention. As a r esult Paul chose Silas who had 

been sent with t he l e tters from t he J e rusalem council, and Barnabas took J ohn 
north 

n1ark . Paul and Silas went overland/\through Syria and into Cilicia while the 

others went back to Cyprus. Appar ently the church s ided with Paul in t his 

argument (v. 40), but two s e t s of missionaries went forth because of it. 

II. THE CiIURCHES REVISTED, 15:41-16 : 5 

The work of the j ourney included three things . 

A. Confirming , 15 : 41 . Thi s , of course , was the -lifi1J.1 purpose of t h e journey. 

There was no thought of going on to n ew f i e l ds , but simpl y of r ewisiting t he 

churches t hat had been founded on the first j ourney and c onfirming the d i scipl es 

i n t heir faith . 

B. Circumcising , i/;:1-3 . When Paul and Silas came to Lystra they a sked ayoung , 

reputable disciple! to joi n t heir party . 
(> r I 

Timothy was converted through Paul's 

mi ni stry pr~ on t he first journey (I Tim. 1: 2). He 111asx01:0azn0atz had a good 

r eputation and was ordained by the church to preach (I Tim. 4 : 14; II Tim. n.; 6). 

However , Paul thought it wise to circumci se hmm before he went with them . 

Timot hy was of mi xed ~arentage , hi s mother being a J ewess and his father a Greek . 



J.i.9 

Therefore, because of his being partly J ewish , Paul thought it best to circumcise 

him so that he would give no offaase to the Jews to whom he mi ght mitness. 

In another i nstance Paul was very i nststent that Titus, a Gentile, not be 

circumcised (Gal. 2 :3). 

C. Communicating, l~: k-5. As they came to t he various churches they r eported 

the decision of the Jerusalem council that salvation is by faith alone and they 

del ivered the letter containing t he &'l¼§§eBt:i:eB r ecommendation about l:hzi.ng in 

har mony. As a r esult t he churches wer e strengt hened in the faith (thms is the 

same worM as in 3 :7,16) and were increasing in number daily. 

III. T'rIB VISION ENLARGED, 16:6-11 
/ 

After preaching in Phrygia and Galatia, the group tried to go into Asia 

Minor but were forbidden by t he Spirit. So they turned notth to Bithyni a but 

~ 
were again prevented by the Spirit.~ they awaited further leading fran the Lord 

in Troas. Asia needed the gospel, but this was not God's time. Need did not 

constitue their call. They had just come from the east; they had been forbidden 

to go south or north, but theyf id not presume that the Lord was leading them 

to the wwst--they awaited His specific directions. Logic is not the basis for 

a call. 
near the site of 

It was at Troas that the 
... I\ 

vision of the man of Macedonia. 

ancient Troy,.., 
Lord gave them that specific leading through the 

This Greek man r epresented the t;;;i;;; of civilized 

and cultured humanity of that day. And yet he lacked the knowledge of the true God, 

and in his need cried ou t for help. Immediately the gr oup sought passage acfoss 
.oi- about 10 miles d.i.uba~.t ~ 

the Aegean to Neapolis. (the seaport'\eare-st Philippi). At t his point ~ Luke 

rejoined the party (notice the " we" i n v. 10) . 
WORK 

IV. THE C.~N AT PHILIPPI, 16 : 12-h.O 

The ancient name of Philippi was Crenides ( f r om its many springs)! until 

Philip of Macedon seized it and B3!ZI called it after himself. It passed to the Romans 

with the r es t of Macedonia i n 168 B.C. and in its vicinity was fought the battle 

where Brutus add Cassius were defeated by Antony and Oct avian (later the Emperor 

Augustus) in 42 B.C. Then it was made a Roman colony which was a piece of Rome 
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transplanted abroad. The citizens of Philippi and al l Roman colonies enjoyed the 

same privileges as those in Rome itself. They had the same lm·1s.( and rights as 

the Itanlians. Other such colonies in Acts are Ant ioch in Pisidaa, Lystra, 
I 

Troas, Ptolemais, and Corinth. 
V I 

Philippi isalso called by Luke"the chief city" 

--a reference to its first-rate i mportance in population , prominence, and wealth. 

It was there that the gospel was first preadhed in Eurpoe. 

A. The Opening of the Work , 12-15 

Delay and disappointment characterized the first days of the work at 

Philippi. Paul waited until the Sabbath came and then went to the ri_yer bank in 

~ 
order to preache d>o the Jews of the city. Apparently there were not/- even the ae: 

10 men required for the formation of a Jewish synagogue, for the handful of Jew:iish women 

in the city had to meet by the river for prayer . But Paul preached the gospel to 

them and the Lord opened the heart of Lydia. But what a disappointment that must 

have been t Paul had been called of the Lord to Europe. He had faithfully 

preached. The first convert was not only a woman (and men were needed if a church 

was to be established) but a woman of Thyatira in Asia. Nevertheless, others 

were also converted--Lydia's household,that is, her servants and dependents, and 

very likely through Lydia Athers in Thyatira heard the message when she r eturned home. 

B. The OppoUtion to the Work, 16-24 

Paul and the others continued to witness, and theimpact of their testimony 

was~ felt throughout the city ( vv .17, 20) . ~a tan then began to work and chose 

to oppose the testimony by causing a demon-possessed slave girl to follow Paul 

around for days crying, "These men are the servants of the most high God which show 

unto us the way of salvation. " Even though she spoke the truhh, it is easy to i magine 

the damage zx her cry did to Paul's ministry simply because itwould put his true message 
V 

in the same cateogry in the minds of the people as all her false soothsaying. 

Finally , Paul ,-,earied \'Ii th her, commanded the demen to come out of her. 
7 

This immedi ately cut off the source of livelihood for her masters who very cleverly 

charged the missionaries with speaking treasonous words (v. 21).;rhe magistr ates 

being very conscious of their exalted position as 0xtxz~ leaders of a Roman colony 



sought to quell any possible disturbance by beati ng Paul and Silas, 0azxza~ 
their feet 
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zkex jailing t hem, and putting th:ellf- in stocks . As a Roman citizen Paul was exempt 

" from beating and ordinary arr est, but he did not maMe h i s citizenship kno,m until 
~ h-c.-11.,-.. "'- ' 

the next morning . Perhaps he did not have oppottunity µc.the has e of t he mag i strat es. 
f', 

C. The Outcome of t he Work , 25-h-O 

Because they witnessed Paul and Silas now found themselves in j ail (obviously 
' 

Timothy and Luke were not i nvolved in thi s incident). But God was still wor king, and 

at midnight while Paul and Silas wer e singing praisesto God, an earthquake opened 

the doors and l oosedthe bands ofthe prisoners. When the keeper of the prison 

rld?alized what was happening) he, being 

of his pr i soner s onde r pain of death, 

~ 
Paul saw hi m silhouetted in the light 

~ /iv 

a Roman soldier and liabl e for the safety 

dr ew his sword to kil l hi mself . E~~ ~ 
./ftV,"-,l ti,._; d,- ~ I n,_:. <; I 

of the door or he-:-s~a&-Wld-e.;. ..dire.ct dilr~ 

~flee,~ lJh assured him that no one had attempted to escape ( per haps Paul 

had r estrained t he other prisoners or they were too stunned bythe eart hquake to 'si' f~L vhw1" 
- 1 

mak-V an attempt). In any case the keeper) under great conviction from the pr evious 

testimony of t he missionaries and the events of that night asked,"What must I do 

t o be saved?" Paul's classic reply was : " Believe on the L
0
rd Jesus Chri st and thou 

shalt be saved and thy house." The words~and thy house" must be understood as 
\ ~ 

connected with believe as well as be saved ; that is, his househol d would be saved 

if they would believe too. Evident l y he andhis house did believe for they witnessed 
~i 

to itW bapt i sm that very ni ght. 

The next morning the magistrat es sent word to let the prisoner s go . 

I t was then t hat Paul spoke of his Roman citizenshi p and demanded a public dischar ge / 

by way of an apology for their unl awful acts the preceeding day. The magistrates 
\ -, 

obliged1for they realized that they had ~illggally treated these citizens of Rome . 

So t hey were rel eased , bat before departi ng from the city they ~enz called on 

Lydia, and the ones who had been through the experience of prison comforted 

t he househol d of Lydi a ! 



A. Thessabnica , 

In Paul's 

for and by the 

V.THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS , 17:1-34 

~1-9, 
• i/ 

day Thessalonica was an i mportant city. It 
of 

\·life of Cassander; it was the captial of the 

was named in 315 B.C. 
Macedonia 
province;~ its 

~ 
population was about 200,000 ; aara it was an important colJU3Ercial center; and it 

was a free city governed by the people (v. 5), 

As was his custom Paul went first to the synagogue and preached that Jesus 

of Nazareth was the Christ. This he did for three sabbaths with the result that 

some Jews, many Gentil es, and several chief women believed. The unbelieving Jews 

tried to assault the apostles but could only get at their host , &aeas Jason. 

However, they dragged him before the rulers and charged him with harboring 

people who talked treason by speaking of another king, Jesus, So they took 

l.-
bail from Jason, and apparently). t had to agree that Paul would not return to 

the city and become a public nuisance again/(cf . I Thess. 2 :18). 

B. Berea , 10-14 

In Berea , 40 miles from Thessalonica, the story was r~peated--synagogue, 

witnessing, faith, opposition. There was one difference. It is said that 

the Bereans were more noble. This mayhave to do with their cl ass background 

though it likely means of noble character; that is, free from predudi ce, 

impartial. This was displayed i n their being willing to search the Scriptures 

and test the truth of the Paul's message. However , the Thessalonian J ews 

hounded Paul in Berea with the result that he \·Tas forced to l eave though 

Timothy and Silas r emained there. They l a t er joined hi m in AtheBs (I Thess . 3:1-2 ). 

C. Athens , 15-34 

While Paul waited for Simas and Timothy he was stirred by the sights which 

he saw in Athens. Idols \•,ere eve;vywhere , and opportunities for testimony were 

everywhere. He witnessed in the syangogue and t n the marlcet place . Shortly 

his witness~IS became known and the Epicureans (who believed that pleasure was the 

chief end of life) and t heStoics (who were pantheistic and self- sufficient) 

took Paul to Mar's Hill in order to hear hi m further. MRzxzxMizx Areopagus, 



or :Mar t s Hill wa s an Athenian court which met in early, times on the Hill of 

Ar es west of t he Acropolis, It had jurisdiction over mora l questions and 

rli!tigious matters . Paul t s messaae on thi s occa'sion \·1as c l ev~rly pres ented. 
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He began with a ldndly ambiguous r e f er ence t o t he r eligious i nt eres t of t he people 
next 

("superstittilous" i n v. 22 may be translated "religious" ), He tkein r emarked on the 

fact that they had a s tatue to an unknovm god. Then he proceeded to tell them 

who that unknown god is. He i s t he one who is creator, Lord, not confined in 

templ es, preserver, F t her of all creat ion , governor of the nations , and the 
i:i 

one in whom we live , move , and have our being (vv. 24- 28). Ther efore , if He 

created man,za He Himself mus t be mor e t han a mer e man or idol, and He s hould 

be li st ened to when He commands men everywhere to r epent. Repentance is impera t i ve 

too because someday He will judge man by J esus wh<t,_ \•~ raised from t he dead. 

With the mention of the r esurrection , t he crowd 2>efla:111xta became r estless, some 

moclcing , z1210 other s def erring judgment, and a t l east two (one a judge of the 

court of Areopagusf and t he ot her a woman) wer e converted . Even though t he 

message brought results apparently Paul was dis satisfied with t he method he had 

used on t hi s occasion (cf. I Cor. 2:0 2- 5). 

VI. CORI NTH, 18 :1-17 

Long a commercial and naval rival of Athens, Corinth stood an the 

junction of important l and route s north and south and sea routes east and west . 

Warships were known t o have been built ther e a s long a go as 664 B.C . , and although 

it wa s destroyed at the time of the Roman conquestof Greece in 146 B.C.,it was 
in lJ.6 B.C. 

restored and given status a s a colony by Juilus Cae sar.zz It m![S also made the 

capital of the prmvince of Acha ia in 27 B.C, Because of its commercial importance 

al&e-kBeWB- ieP-¼ts-a- It also had a r eputation for i mmorality 

A. The Miss ionary,1-11 

Paul arrived in Corinth a discouraged man. His missionary activities in 

Europe had not been well rece ived. Philippi, Thessal onica, Ber ea, 4-thens a ad 

all been difficult places of ministry. Forced to work at his trade of tentmaking , 



ZBZ 
Paul came in contact wtth z00 .Iews z Aquila and Pri scilla, Jews who had been 

forced to l eave Rome under the edict of Claudius i n A. D. 49. In t he midst of 

t hi s discouraging situation, Paul was encouraged by his friends (v. 5a), by 

the Wor d (v. 5b) , and by the Lord (v. 10). Hi s friends Silas and Timothy 

r ejoined him and brought him good news of the steadfastness of the ehristians in 

Thessalonica (I Thess. 3: 6). ;J:J1 they evidently brought material hel p~tl 

(cf. ZI Cor . 11: 8 ; Phil. 4 :15). This released him from the necessity of 
~ 

making tents and he was able to " devote himself entirely to t he Word" (lite r al,-
" 

meaning of "pPessed i n the spirit"). Hi s faithful p r eaching brought opposition, 

but t he Lord ap~eared to him in a night vision and assured him that he should 

stay i n Corinth and continue his ministry. 

B. The Ministry, 1-11 

As has been mentioned Paul 's ministry in Corinth was f irst t o t hose 
J 

with whom he worked , Aquila and Priscilla . TI.tsn a.s Has M .s GI t s-tvm /Ire ~ached 
I\ 

in the synagogues every Sabbath , but when the J ews r el:'Jected hi s me ssage he 

turned to the Gentiles. ileweve:PT Neverthele:s:s there were outstandi ng trophi es 

of gr ace--Crippus , the ruler of the synagogue, and Justms, a Gentil e who lived 

next door to the synagogue . 

C. The Magistrate , 12-17 

Gallio was from an illustrious famil ,y. His father was the elder Seneca; 
/ 

his brother was zlui Seneca the Stoi c and tutor of Nero ; and his nephew 

was Lucan the poet. He became proconsul of Achaia i n A. D. 51 and is characterized 

6v-: .l 
i n extra- Bi blical writings as an a i mable , witty, lovable per son. When the Jews 

tried to charge Paul with doing t hings "conyrary to t he l aw" Gallio r eplied that 

he was not concerned about J ewi sh l aw and that Paul had committed no offense 

agai nst Roman law. The Greel{S took adbantage of Gallio ' s r efusal to t ake 

t he J.i;.ws' side in the matter and vented their anger at the Jews by beating 

Sosthenes who had s ucceeded Crispus as the chief ruler of the synagogue. 

Appar ently Sosthenes ,too , eventuall y became a Christian (I Cor. 1:1) . 

After these things Paul remained in t he city for some time and took: advantage 
..{., ( 

of the freedom which Gallio ' s f avorabl e verdict a fforeed h i m. 
~ 
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VII . THE J OURNEY CO~IPLETED, 18 : 18 - 22 

Several noteworthy events occurred on t he r eturn to Antioch . 

First, Paul took Aquila and Priscilla with him as far as Ephesus where they ...J«1.. l."1P I\. • 1 V I .. ,,. .t-.,.. t{ 

re~. 
('..,p..,.(..,. .£., ' ( 

Second, he apparently completett a Nazirite vow and signifi ed it 

by shaving his head at Cenchrea (the seaport of Corinth~. The time and purpose 

of such a vow was voluntarily determi ned, though 30 days was the minimum. 

Third, Paul 0x0xaatxf could not stay in Ephesus very long since he wanted to 

get to Jerusalem in time for the feast, ie. e ,, Passover . Finally, he landed 

at Caesarea, \'tent up t o J erusalem) and then r eturned to the home base in Anti och. 

Thus the second missionry journey was completed. 
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THE THIRD MISSI ONARY J OURNEY , 18 :23-- 21:17 

I. EPHESUS, 18 : 23--19:hl 

Before describing the ministry of Paul i n Ephesus, Luke brings the 

r ecord up t o date by r ecounting the mini stry of Aquil a and Priscilla 

who}iad remained in Ephesus while Paul returned to Pal erlstine. The entire 

work at Ephesus , \'/hether through Aquil a and Priscilla or through Paul, ma~ 

is an vivld illustration of the power of the Word in taa hearts and lives. 0f 

A. The Power of the Word in Correct i~, 18 : 23--19 : 7 

. Ephesus \'las a city of power . Bei ng the capital of proconsular Asia 

..-.,.efl.~;!r;tn~tly reminded~y the- pres~nc; of the-~~- proco;s~u~;f the po\'/er 

of R~ Its location near t he mouth of the Cayster River on the main trade 

route bet ween Rome and the east made ~e greatest commercial center in Asia 

at tha t time . It was also a free c i ty with its own Senate and Assembjy , 

But it was the power of Satan which reigned in the city, for a t Ephesus stood 

one of the seven wonders of the anci ent world , the temple of Diana, It was 

a magnificanb s t ructure 00ua1::ta~ with its 127 columns 60 feet h i gh etanding on 

an area425 feetz:tel'lf:1 in length and 220 feet in \'/idth . It was the center of 

all heathen worshi p i n that area . 

~ 

Our att ention is first drawn to a man named Apollos) fn Al exandri an 
facts 

Jew)fe had evidently heard some of the s:.k0x~ of the ministry of Christ, but had 

not knO\-m the whol e story , particularl y the coming of the Spirit a t Pentecost. 

Ile spoke el oquent l y i n the synagogue but onl y of t he baptism of John the Baptist • 
....,,. 

Aquila and Pri scilla who had been converted under Paul ' s mi nistry in Corinth 

took h i m as ide one day and expounded the Christian message to hi m more 

~ i' £(... 
thoroughly. Then he went to ~Q'lQikEl being r ecommended by letter to the churches 

corrected 

know that for a time he ministered in Corinth (I Corll:12). The Worei 
f1 I.._ ~ . r--1......,. , 1.. .... ji 

hi s l ack of J,n:ferrna~n of t he .fall tPwt~ a£ the gospel. 
when " 

Later~Paul came to the city 01'13 he discovered 12 di sci pl es of John 

the Bapti st, who ,like Apollos, knew only the baptism of J hn the B ptist, 
f) I:;! 



He inquired of them if they had received the Holy SPirit when (not since) they 

believed (v.2). 1·/hen they slilowed ignorance of the Spirit)Paul discovered dthat 

they had only known t he baptism of Jolm which w.;w;...a. pointeJ to ,Messiah who 

was to come and who sent the Spi rit. So when they were corrected by the Word 

as Paul explained it to them (v. 4) they were baptized in the name of the Lord 

Jesus and received the Spirit . This is the only i nstance of r ebapt ism in the 

.... 
New T stament,and it cillearly indicates that baptism folibowed genui ne conversion. 

Conversion , 
B. The Power of th W0 rd in 20BEZ0t!i:21~, 19: 8-10 

As was his custom Paul went to the synagogue 
~ 

months to the Je,.,s. I n due time the gospel had its 
h 

and witnessed for three 
.:_;,,. ',/,.,. .., 

hsaving and hardening effects 
) 

and when some became obstinate Paul separated the disciples and taught them 
µ-/....,..'"Of'h.,..-)...:i, 

i n thelecture hall of Tyrannus. Paul probably worked lrom daybreak until 11 a.m. 

when Tyrannus would have 0121B completed his lectures (cf. 20:34) and then he 
J 

taaght hi s discipies from 11 until 4 p.m. (as one manuscript adds) . This 

continued for 2 years duri ng which time those who were being instructed in turn 

V 
became evangelists so that al l t hose in the district of Asi a had hear.i1d the Word 

of t he Lord. Not all believed but all were evangelized through the faithful 
instructed1 

wttness of Paul and the converts. 
I\ 

C. The Power of the Word in Conviction , 19:11-20 
-, --·"7 

As ~ elsewhere God aJ:a,o .rEphesl}s confirmed the preaching of the Word 
~-

by signs and miracles. To Paul ~n was given the special ability to 
the 

heal the sick. As a result azs reputation of the power ofthe name of Jesus spread, 

so that on one occasion seven exoccists from one family tried to use it with 

disastrous results. They were abtempting to cast out a demon from a man and 
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deci ded to use this new medicine, the name of Jesus . But when they involted that name 

the demon asked who they thought they were. Then he came out of the man and tore 

into the seven exorcists, woundi9g them and causing them to~ from the house 

nak~d. This startling display of the misuse of Jesus' name brought fear to the 

Christians and conviction of their own misdeeds . Ephesus was known for i ts 

magic, tind apparently the Christians had not yet put away all such evil practices . 
and scrolls 

So they brought thejr books~of magic ax0xsgzams 
~-,.,__ 

and burned them ~ open 



repudiation. ThenT-after the believers made their relationships with the Lord right-­

the Word of God grew and prevailed (v. 20). 

D. The Power of the Word against Corruption, 19:21-kl 
and 

As Paul was making his plans to return to Greecef Palestine and then 

la--k-
go on to Rome (the first menti on of that city in the book~ v.21) a riot developed 

in Ephesus . It was instigated by Demetrius and the others who fashioned small 
___.., 

silver shrines which people bought to place in dedication an the temple of Diana. 

Of course with t he conversi on of so many peopl e to Christianity, business had 

fallen off. So Demetrius organized the whole craft and encited a general strike. 

His argument was not that the silversmiths' business had declined, but that 

~z:i:s:tzazil the Christians were doing damage to the civic ptanding and pride of 

Ephesus by refusing to worship Diana. This aroused the entire city so that 

the people r an to t he amplitheater and for two hours cried,"Great is Diana of 

T hey had (1~"ht,..J.Gai· us and the Ephesians ." -~ Aristarchus, and Paul was about to 

go himself to try to restrain the crowd but the disciples prevented him. 
) 

Eventually the townclerk, the executive officer who was an Ephesian and not a 

Romanf and who was responsiblil: for the good conduct of such meetings, quieted t he 

a,~-~ 
crowd by r eminding them that in real;i.4;1/ the Christians had committed no crime/ 

and t hat the people themselves would be held accountable by the Romans for such 

an unlawful assembl§i. The Word ae~ changed l ives ,~ affec~the soceity 

zz which t hose lives t.i:sia:i touch . 

II. GREECE, 20~1-5 

After this Paul departed to Macedonia . The purpose of this visit was 

t o co~l ect the contributions of the churches of Macedonia and Achaia for 

the relief of t he poor saints in J erusalem (cf. I Cor . 16 :2 ; II Cor 8-9), 

He may have ppent as long as a year i n r-Iacedonia ("those parts" of v.2). Then 
, ·, """..- A ht 

he went south to Achaia ("Greece!l ~ v. 2 .wa,s the popular term for Achaia/j, the 

southern part of ,,£hat 1ve ca-11 Greece ~). M0ze There{rrom Corin~ the epistle 

t. 
to the Romans wa s written. He wanted to return to J rusal em prl!lbebl:y for Passover, 

but he learned of a plot against his life (perhaps to be hatched on board the ship 

-which aould t ake him there) so he returned through i\Iacedonia and sailed fr an Philippi. 
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III. ASIA MINOR, 20:6-38 

A. PReAeii:INij to the Believers in Troas, 6-12 . 
~ 

When Paul came to Troas he met with the believers on tae Sunday_.a.s they 

gather ed to break bread (probably a meal plus the Lord's Supper) . He 0azx spoke 

to <them and eentinued bis GGRVCI3e:'lliea until midnight . This was a rare opportunity 

~ ..,r~ ~ r 
for the people of Troas to hear ti a th::sfx om an apostle, but i nlspi te of this, the 

combination of the lateness of the hour, a long day's work (which many of them 

would have put in before the evening worship service), the crowd, and the atmosphere 

caused by the burning of the many l amps, all combined to put Eutychus to sleep and 

he fell out of the third floor window. According to Dr. Luke t he fall killed him 

(v.10) , but when Paul lifted him up his life returned (v. 11). 

B. 1?arting with the Elders of Ephesus at Miletus, 7-38 

Leaving Troas Paul decided to walk the 20 mil es to Assos while Luke 

and the others went by ship . In due time they came to Miletus about 30 miles 

from Ephesus , and because Paul was in a hurry to get to Pa l estine he decided not 

to go to Ephe sus but to send for the elders to come to him at ~ile tus . 

He had already been threrted in his plans to be in Jerusal em for Passover and 

he did not want to miss being t here for Pentecost . Uis remarks to the elders were 

built along three lines of thought. 
reminded them 

First, Paul S}i}Qe- -1>..f the character of his own ministry (18- 27) . 

Evidently Paul's opponents had been attacking him in his absence, so he demended 
\., 

his ministry. It had been characterized by humility of mind tx~xt~~, by:n tears, 
and 

(/ by many temptations (b. 19) . It had been consiste11U.y performed publicly and 

privately(from house to house, v. 20). Its contents had been the sxm~zR preaching 
the kindgom of God (v.25) , aszNexzxa:s 
of repentance and faith (w.ll,2't){~and the whole counsel of God (v. 27) . 

Second, Paul gave a charge to the elders ( 28-31). It was simply to take care of the 

church over which God had made them overseers. Notice that the same group who 

are here called overseers or bishops are also called'l.-.i.n :e-::·: 17 &,~s ,and 

notice too that in this verse they are said to feed (the same word as pastor) 

the flock. It seems as if elder, bishop, and pastor are the same. ~ 
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The phrase " with Hi s own blood" in verse 23 should be translated "with the blood 

~ " · · th t h blood of Christ Third, Paul commended them to God of His own~; i.e., wi, e · , 

(32-38) . It i s the word of Hi s grace which is the building and sanctifying agent 

in any life, Paul concluded with another word of 31!1 defense ~ the conduct of 

his own ministry among them. In verse 35 ther e is a saying of Christ which is 

nowhere else recorded in the Scriptures . The substance is elsewhere ( Luke 6:38; 

11:9) but 

When Paul 

this actua l form must~been well known and widely used, 
NA.,.,.~(;. .,,., J s:n--- ,•w-f-,- u.., 

had finished speaking the elders took thlir l eave wi,;Ul teaFa ~tsses 
A 

becak se he had warned them that he would probably see them no more. 

ff' PALESTINE, 21:1-17 

A. Tyre, 1-6 

It was hard ,too, for Pa ul to l eave his beloved Ephesian elders (the 

word " gotten from them" literally means "tore ourselves away" ). He came in due 

vi 
course to Tyre in Phoenicia (cf. 11:19) , Evidently he knew none of t he believers 

there , for he had to seek them out . But while the ship was unloading Paul spent 
under the l eading of t he Spirit 

a ,-,eek with them • 
~ .r 

felt he should go 

. ~ : ~;s _warned by them~not to go on to Jerusalem, but he 

~ - So they accompanied him to the ship and said 

farewell. 

B. Caeserea, 7-14 

The ship docked bri efly at Ptol emai s (modern Acre) where Paul apparently 

left it and travelled overland to Caesarea. There he and his party stayed with 

Philip the evangelist ( 8 : 5 ) and hi s seven virgin daughters who had the gift of prophesy. 

Agabus soon appeared on the scene having come from Judea (cf . 11: 28) and he 
through the S irit 

proph£Si ea tha~ zt Paul WIDIXZX0X3eEHSa:.keimzk:e would be bound and delivered to the 
A in Jeeusalem, 

Gentiles~ Yet in spite of these warning the apostle felt he must go on. 

C. Jersualem, 15-17 

After several days the group t ook up their "carriages" which may mean 

~acked their bagga§e"or it may iilean"hired horses". Some of the brethren from 

~~-r-Caeserea accompanied t hem and an ~ disciple, r-1nason, w¼i th whom the group 
, ,,.. ....,+J - (J,...r' 

stayed i n Jerusalem. Perhaps from him Luke received some of the information about ;,._ ,, 
the early days of the church in Jerusalem. 
third missionary journey was completed, 

Thye finally arrived in Jerusalem and the 
I 

j 
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ON TO ROME , 21: 1 8- - 28: 31 

I. DEFECTION IN JERUSALE~I, 21: 18 - 26 

The story now moves rapi dly toward the first confinement in Rome where 

Luke's chronicle concludes. Back in J"'rusalem all not not peaceful , Jewish 
k. 

believers wer e accusing Paul of forbidding Gentile believers to j,n.au~i--n-

circumcis~ (cf . 1 6 : 3) , The leadees of the church, while rejoicing in the 

dlaousends of Gentiles who had believed through the mi n i stry o.E Paul , were nevertheless 

desir ous of placating the Jewish Christians . The position of the Gentile believers 

had bean clarified by the l e tters which the first council had sent (v. 25), but 

something had to be done to appure the Jewish Christians that Paul was not 

against the Mosaic law. 

James,/the recognized leader of the Jerusalem church~: (apparently :i,,t-' 

11.-- was 
ig__ sa:te-U>=<'J'6:'Sume-tmat none of the ~apostl es 00210 in J

O 
rusalem) and the elders had 

a p!l)osi tio:i all worked out which whey p:fo;p:erod to Paul. It was simply thi s : 
I 

there were four men in Jerusalem whose Now (Nazchr ite, probably) had come to an 

end . The rites of purification required before t hey could shave their heads and ~ 

signify the end of t he :m21 peri od of the vow involved a number of offerings. J ames 

suggested to Paul t hat he pay for the s e offerings and purify himself (even though 

he \•,as not under a vo\·/ at that particular time) wi th these four men. 
from Josepheus that such anffe_# a rrangement was not unco!lllllon at that 
~ e~did t uav for such ~wt time 

It i s known 
.... . t.1.me . 

Paul, in hi s desire to be all things to all men, agreed, Two interesting quest:i.ons 
First, 

ari se . Where did Pnul acquire the money 

defenses 21nca 
Probably 

-..:1., +-,1( 
beforel\ Roman rulers an~ h:i:-S' 

required for this and for his subsequent 

./ 
hiring of a house for two years i n Rome? 

]?._~ /' his churches contri buted to him or perhaps he r eceived some kind of i nherit ance 

from his family at this time . Gecond , wa s Paul out or the Lord's will in t his 
may have 

action? God alone knows the full answer t o t his, though it would seem that he hara 

gone too far in his desire t o pl ease men . Certa inly he had had sufficient warnings 

not t o go to Jerusa l em. 

II. DEFENSE BEFORE THE :<IOB IN THE TEMPLE, 21:27--22'tJO 
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(\ 

\ Seven days had to etapse b efor a Nazirite c ould be purified . At t h e very beginni ng 

of t nis period (v . 2 7 r e a ds literally , "when the seven days were go ing to be 

fulfi l led") seine Asian Jews (who before had g iven Paul troubee, cf . 20 : 19) 

t hought t ey saw Trophirnus , a Gentile , in t he t estrict e d p art of the temple 

with Pau l . Gentiles could enter the ou t er Bourt of the Gentiles , but notices 

in Greek and .Latin barred thei r entrance i n t o tae lnner Court . Once t he rumor 

s t arted it spread fast. The crowd sei 7,ed Paul . They dragged h im out , beat gm.g 

h i m in the process . The gu a rds who patrolled t h e top of the colonnades of 

the temp le saw the riot developing and sent wor d to t heir captain who 

took Paul , bound him , and demanded to know who he W G S and t he cause of t ~is 

disturbance . Paul identif i ed himself (though not as a Homan citizen at thks 

point) and obtained p ermi ssion to address t he crowd . 

Paul was c harged with teaching agins t t n e people , jthe law, and t he tmmp l e . 
?';' I ); .. r ,J 

He defneded himself by showing t hat he was a~Jew
1
to whom t n e Lord appeared, 

'( '' and t hat appear ance was the v al i d authori t y for any changes i n his life. 

" 
It is not unlikely that Luke was i n t h e c r owd t ha t hea.r d this d e f ense tha t day . 

A. Hi ~~~~~rt=-5. Paul first elabor atedl"'his condition as a t r ue Jew \JI '-~). 
~ 

Thlils he proved by rehea rsing t n e facts of his birth, his educ a ti o ·· 1, his 

zeal fo r the tra ditions o f the law, and his per s ecution of the Cnristians . 

:B.~o-nve.rsi-on., -22-s-:6-1-6 . He then recited the events of t l1 e a ppear a nc e of the 

l,.,,c.-, ) . 
Lord ~o him on the Damascus road t 1 Verse 16 shou~d be translated literally/ as 

- ·- - . . . c/./,t~f~,.;1,"1"'-J., 
~CornmJ.SS:L"Ctt-,4°2:.d...'.7-- follows : " Having arisen , b e baptized; and was.a. away 

. ( (A,~ f~f-4) 1 
you r sins, ha vi ng called on the name of tne .Lord ." In othe r words, as t he 

/l 

a rising precedes t he baptism, s o calling on tne name of t n e Lord pr ecede-a' 

forgive ness . 

Q, His Commission , fr.~~~ . Paul then ctt eJ a vision which he received of 

the ri s an Lor d in thle temple in Jerus a lem commi ssioning him t o prea c u t o the 

Gentil es ( v'" ,r~ere i s no other r ecord of this vision . 



63 

I 
The reaction of the mob was to let loose a s torm ofprotest agannst 

Paul because of thekenti o n of t he word Gentile s . Appare ntly t h e captain did 

not know Aramaac in which Paul was speaking, so he had Paul removed f rom the 

scene to be examined . As they prepared to scourge him t n order to try to 

make h im confess, Haul appealed to his rto1,,an citizenship which exempted h im 

f rom such treatment . 'fhe c aptai n then prepared to turn h i m over to the 

sanhe drin for ques tioning . 

III. DISSENSlON lN THE SANHEDRIN IN JERUSALEM, 23 :1-10 
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The seesion aefore the Sanhedrin was a stoomy one . Paul began by asserting 
a notoriously unscru~ulous 

his conscience was clear before God . l\nanias, i:lae high priest appointed in 47 
I\ 

and assassinated in 66 , commanded that Daul should be forcibly sl!!at silenced. 

Paul protested with a sharp retort but i:z retracted it when he was informed that 
against ✓ 

it was the high priest who~ he had spoken. 
/1 

Why ~aul did not recognize him is 

not stated . It may have been weak eyesi ght or the remark in verse 5 may have been 
+ 

sarcasm. When Paul spoke again he successfully divided the house by stating his 
v[...·.t 

own Pharisaical background and his present predicament~ 

question concer~ing the hope and resurrection of the dead • 
.,,, ., ~/l-.-y' 

_,.,.,.., ~ 11 . f ~~ 

being called in 
. I 

This ~ad 

Pharise~nd .SS<iuee-et:,cSa=;mroh that the cap-tan had to rescue Paul by force lest 

he would have been killed. 

I V. DELIVERANCE FR0:-1 CON~~IRACY TO CAESAREA, 23:11- 35 

k 
That nioht after the explosive £JJaats before the Sanhedrin, the Lord 

gr aciousl y appeared to Paul and assured him that he would witness for Him in Rome (v. 11} 

The next day more than 40 Jews banded together under an oath not to eat anytmmng until 

they had killed Paul . They made the!r pl an known to some of the Sanhedrin, and 

somehow Paul's nephew heard of th~l""O't. Ile in turn informed Paul in ppison who 

sent him to the chief captain who made pl ans to thrawt the conspiracy. This he did 

gy sending Paul under heavy escort that very night to Felix the procurator in Caesarea. 

Ile also sent along a letter to Felix stating hi s belief in Paul's innocence as far 

as Roman law was concerned and also exaltino his own part in the entire matter. 

(Cf . Tertullus•Jopposing report in 24:7 1) Paul arrived safely , was assured of 
by 

an early hearing, and confined in the palace built .lfu!rf Herod the Great . 

It is not recorded whether or not the 40 conspirators starved to deatht 

V. DEFENSE BEFORE FELIX IN CAESAREA, 24:1-27 

A. The Charge, 1-9. In five days the accusers arrived. It was an august group 
;..,,.,_ / , r.(_ / { 

headed by the high priest--a most unusual thing--, incl:t:uti:ng elderstand a hired 

&>m!lZl. lawyer, Tertullus. The latter's opening remarks to Felix were filled with 

flattery calculated to r.u10z00me erase any animosity which the Jews and FElix had 

toward each other . Then he presented the charge against Paul . It was twofold. 



The politi cal aspect of it was sedition against Rome as a ringleader of t he sect of 

the Nazarenes, and the r eligious aspec~ of it was profanity of t he temple. 
-( J 

To this charge the Jews z111a0e0zal!)?:~am0azl. assentlJd. 
' 

B. Paul's defense, 10-21 

In his defenee Paul categorically denied the political aspect of the cha r ge 

against him. He r eminded Felix that he had been i n Jerusalem only 12 days (which 

is scarcely sufficient time t o ez make arrangements to incite a riot against Rome) 
only 

and tha t he had e0m gone theref\to worship. He confessed to t he accura cy of part of 

the r eligious charge , for he admitted belonging to the way which his enemies called 

heresy and believing in God ,the Scriptures , salvation ~hope toward God~~. and 
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a future resurrecti ons . However , he insisted tha t i n t he practice of this " her esy" 

he 1'lad been living a life "viod of offense toward God and toward men" (v. 16 ). 
1 J 

H~er , Paul emphatica lly deni ed tha t he had started any riot i n the t empl e , for 

he had been the r e "neither wi th multitude nor with tumult." Further,he cited the 

fazct that t he Sanlialdrin did not find fault in him. 

C. Felix's Decision, 22-Zj!. Felix was evidently a cquai nted with Christianity 

(v. 22( .,(perhaps from hi s wife Drus4illa), and a l though he apparently knew t hat 
J / 

Paul was innocent of the charges brought against h i m, he merely adjourned the case 

because of t he presence of the influential del egati on of Jews from Jerusalem. 

The pr e tense he used vas that he wanted to hear Lysias' testimony. However, he 

gave orders t hat Paul was to have as much freedom as possible under the circums t ances . 

For two years Paul was kept in this semi-conf i nement . During that tzme period 

Felix and Drusilla interviewed him a number of times concerning his faith. Felix's 

motive was 

,, Christ . 

t he hope of a bribe ( v . 26), but P::ml used the opportuni tics to witness .'..,,.._, 
I 

Finally , Festus succeeded Felix , but because Felix ~as needed to court 

the favor of the Jews he l eft Paul 211110n0z impnisoned . 

VI. DEFENSE BEFORE FESTUS I N CAESAREA, 25 :1-27 

A. Festus and Paul, 1-12. When Festus came t o Jerasalem t he l eaders of the J ews 

brought Paul's case to him , accusing him as befor e . They further asked Festus to bhve 

Paul brought t o Jerusalem for trial although they did not t ell him that they intended 
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to kill Paul on the way . Perhaps the same band of men who formerly plotted against 

his life were involved her e . However, God was watchi ng over Paul and He used Festus• 

r efusal to transfer Paul to protest him. Festus did promise t he Jews t hat he would 

go to Caesarea and see dlo the matter. When he did they accompani ed him and accused 

Paul again. Naul 0snxzXB20xtsz per s isted i n asserting his innocence of etzkex both 
J,,,. r"'1-:. -

treason against Caesar and 0:t: br eaki ng t he Jewish law )-1'r t he ' t empl e . Festus did not 

want to i:elease Paul because he too want ed to i ngratia t e hi msel f with the J ews, 

so he propos ed to Paul tha t he go to J erusa l em t o s t and tria l. At this point Paul 

reminded Festus that Caesarea was the pr oper pl ace for the trial (v. 10), that 

✓ 
Festus knew he was not guilty (v. 10), and t hat he would prove to all that he was 

innocent t:u:zxzi~ by appealing to Caesar (v. 11). ~n0z When Pnul saw that Festus 

was anxious to make concessions t o the Jews he fear ed that his trial would no longer 
""J,.,- ' ,' , 

be conducted i mpartia lly; -U..us , he apppaled to Caesar. This right of appeal was 

an ancient and highl y cherished right of Roman citizens, dating back t o 509 B.C. 

I t could be invoked after a verdict had been given by a lower officia l or it could 

;v--w--1 /-_,, J 
be~ earlier in the pr oceedi ngs as in this i nstance. But when it was invoked 

I ,.,, , ,1. -'--I r1"',,, <-e_--<' .. n 
it meas guaranteed tha t t he i nvestigation would be carri~-in Rome and the verdict 

r endered by the Empermr himself (who a t this time was Nero). Paul may have used 

this right of appeal to Caesar in order to settle once and for all t he question of 

-0.d.-:1.--- -l .. r · f 
whether or not Christianity was a l egitimate religion ~nct-f-rom' Judaism. l.n any 

case Festus was quite relieved to be t aken off the hook with the J ews, 

B. Festus and Agri ppa , 13-27 , Festus was on the spot for he had to make a report of 

Paul's case and he~r~ r ealized tha t he was innocent. His situation was 

relieved somewhat by the rout i ne visit of KtB!?J Agri ppa and Bernice (this is the son 

ofHerod Agrippa I of chapter 12). Festus rehearsed the events which l ed to Paul' s 
belief in hzz Paul • s 

appeal to Caesar and reaffirmed hi sf i nnocence as far as Roman l aw was conce r ned. 
l 0.J' I (""' .. ~. 

Agrippa ' s interest was aroused and he asked to hear Paul which. Festus was only to gl ad 

/V>--NL 
to ra0z ~. The next day Paul was brought to the chamber amid much pomp, 

and Fest us asked Agri ppa t o examine him in order that he , Festus , mi ght have a definite 

._/ 1'1M-
char ge to include in a l etter to Caesar , 

I' 

~Perhaps they looked upon hi m with pity as 



they saw the chain. But more pity must have filled the heart of t he great servant 

of Christ as he saw t he poor la»st souls bedecked with the miserable t insel of earth" 

(A. C. Gaebelei n, The Act~ of the Apostles, p. tfo l ). 

VII. DEFENSE BEFORE AGRI PPA I N CAESAREA, 26:1-32 

Having appealed to Caesar Paul was not actually required to defned himself 
'"'(": I 

before Agrippa . Nevertheless he seized upon~ opportunity to witness to this Jewish 

"'r• • . lJ. 
king . Thi s J:-~ a remarkable speech, for in it Paul sha»w~ great tack and courtesy, yet 

~ 

he '1S pointed and truthful. There are at least four personal appeals to the king 

himself (vv. 2 , 13,19 , 27). 

\... ',.f-v 
A. Hi s pre- conversion~. 1- 11 

r-- /\..,,. ,.::s 
Jn- tht:s=Sec-t:i:-eil Paul spoke of his life as a zealous Bharisee. Sincerity, not 

hypocri sy, was the keynote of his life. Because he was a sincere Pharisee he 

0e z i0x0«zmzxaaz tried to live a blameless life (vv.4-5), he believed in the 

promi ses God made to the Jews (v.6), and he persecuted zealously the heretical sect 
--t~ ,{]~~ ,. 

of~ followers~(vv. 9-11) . All mf these things were quite consistent with a 

sincdr e Pharisaical life , but they show how sincerely wrong a man can be. 

The phrase " gave my vote" in verse 10 may be used officially (showing Paul was .,...,,..J_#'~ 
all~i,Rg that 

a member of the Sanhedrin and thus married) ar it may be used unof f icially (zk0xzR~ 

he was not) . 

B. Hi s Conversion, 12-18 . Paul then proceeded to show that his subsequent change of 

✓ 
l i fe could only be explai ned by what hagpened on the road to Damascus. r t was there 

that he recognized Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah and ful filler of the promises 

made to the fathers. It was there too that Paul was commissioned fo go to the 

Gentiles " to open thei r eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from 

the power of Satna unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins , and 

inheritance among them which are sanctified by faithf that is in Christ"(V. 18). 

C. His post- conversion life, 19- 23 

Paul 's subsequent life was one of obedience to the commission given him 

at his conversion. Once again he reitera ted the gospel to t his distinguished 

audience (vv. 22-23). 
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D. The Verdicts,24-32, Festus interrupted to pronounce his own verdict by saying 
exactly 

tha~ Paul was madf. Paul answered him soberly and reasonably--in ~as:k the opposite 
I 

~ < ' 

way from a madman . Paul t hen turned to Agrippa p~ notic~ that t he Lord was 

bringi ng conviction to his heart and addressed a direct question to the king: "Believest 

thou the prophets?" !If Agrippa saidno,then his reputation for orthodoxy would have 

vanished . If he said yes, t hen he would have been in the position of agreeing 

publicly~with Paul' argument. It was one thing to 00 have an academic interest in 

what Paul was saying; it was quite another thing t o c onfess Christ publicly. 

So Agri~pa EB~zze0 passed t he {{t ~ off by replying,':' I n short, you are trying 

to persuade me t o be a Christian" tv. 28). Again Paul very solemnly answered 

with a play on the words "in short':' : "in short or in much; i.e., with a few or with 

many words, with ease or with di fficulty, I would to God that not only thou but al so 
v 

all that hear me t h i s day were al toghether such as I am except these bonds" (v. 29 ). 

With this the King aros~signifying t he end of the audience , Afterward he declared 

Paul's innocence (cf. 23 : 29; 25 : 25), 

VIII. DEPORTATION TO ROME , 27:1--28 :16 

This chapter is one of the most descriptive pieces of literature in the 

New TEstament , corresponding to the first chapter of Jonah in the Ol d Testament. 

A sea voyage was not something loolrnd forward to by the ancients . I ncommodious 
pr ohbail:jty 

ships, t he ~a:ss:thz:t:t~ of long del ays , and the psessibility of shi pwreck did not 
/(_A...,_, y .J 

make t he anticipation of a boyage a pleasure . Paul hi msel£-,c--cm: -this eae left Pal estine 
I• " 

I 

in August of September and did not arrive until March having l ost h i s ship and 
-l.,,,...,_ I' 

his belongings in the me~. 

A. Caesarea to }!yra, 1-5, Paul was delivered over to J ulius , a centuri on , for the 

trip to Rome . Luke again joined him (notice the "we" i n v.2). At Sidon Paul 

was a llowed to visit hi s friends , for as a Roma ,1 citizen he was to be treated 

court eousl y and considered innocent until judged otherwi se by Caesar. They then 

sailed to the east and north of Cyprus to Myra onthe southern coast of Asia Minor 
a 

where Paul and the others were trans- shipped to zaezvessel from Egypt . 



B, Myra to Crete, 6- 8. At !>iyra the party found a ship coming from Al exandria and 

f) j 

bound for Rome. The(' embarkcd and ~me with difficulty to Fair Havens , a small 

bay on the sout hern coast of Crete . 

C. Crete to Mal ta, 9- 26. Ti me was quickly passing and soon the seay ould be closed 
fv_,l, . ; ,) 

to all shi pping . Luke notes that t he fast was already past which~ :tlaaz 

the Day of Atonement .wazz~aszz This means that it was a lready October and the 

~;-~✓v· '1 
sea woul d be ~l:y closed to all nagigation by November. Even then it was 

the centurion 
dangerous to set sail. Paul warned Julius but ~~.nts preferred to believe the 

captain mt the ship ; so t hey set sail. They hoped a t least to be abl e to spend the 

wi nter in Phenice which was a good harbor on the south coast of Crete . Fai r Havens 

was too exposed, t:fl:J,ri~:te:- i:a , But as they sail ed along the coast a wind caught them 

and they could do nothing but l e t the ship run with it. They hauled in the dinghy 

\'lhich was nor mally towed at the stern (v . 17); t hey undergirded the ship with cabl es 

to strengthen i t; and they l owered the mainsail. The next day they light ened th e 

ship , and the day f ollowi ng they jettisoned the ship ' s gear with t heir own hands 

(vv. 18-19). (Later even the cargo was cast overboard, v . 38) . 

At this point Paul spoke up. He reminded them tha t he had warned them not 
an a tnrnait from 

to l eave Crete , but he assured them that no life would be lost because/\God had 

ass z0zz0z told hi m so. He a lso pr edicted t hat they woul d be cast up on some 

D. The Shi pwreck , 27-h4 

On the fourt eenth ni ght of the storm this came to pass . By taking soundi ngs 

they realized that they were approaching land and so they dropped the anchorstxz80~z 

.h,,.._,/ o) S:0 
waiting for daylight that they mi ght get ashore safel y (v . 30 ) ,. In the meantime t f 

practical Paul encouraged a ll aboard to eat something s ince they had not eaten 

for the entire two weeks . When daylight came they we i ghed anchor and headed t he 

ship toward t he shore , but running aground in a na rrow channe l they ship began to 

V 
break up (v. 41). The sailors wanted to kill t he pr i soners , but J o/3--would 

permit it. I nst ead those who could swim were order to jump overboa&~aBelzzlmz 

not 

while 

the others 
followed using planks from the shi p t o hel p them get to za.aca shore safel y . 
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~ 
~3 way ail were sav@d as PauLpred.~ 

In this way a ll were saved, though the ship was l ost, exactly as Paul predicted . 

Throughout the enti ce voyage Paul's presence of mi nd and ascen<:Iency to a pl ace of 
~,__ 

l eadershi p , though a prisoner, aeee remar lcabl e . Too, the 0uzaen:t hand of God 
and Vlr'~ 

controlling every wind , wave , officer , sailorcwas evident . All circumstances~ 
,..) 

under His loving control, 

E. Malta, 28 :1-11. Although m0s:tz0 three months (November , December , an d January) were 

spent on MAlta only two events during t hat time are recorded. The first occurred 

i mmediately on l anding. As the !?100J!SZ0Zll1 SBZJ:1WE0el!:00 people were building a fire 

+',J,,,. 
and Paul was helping a snake bit hi m. 4'f'he word barbarous in v. 2 does not mean 

t> 
uncivilized but rather non-Greek)' and it is used from Luke 's viewpoint). Although 

there are no poisonous snakes there now apparently t here were in t hat day, for 

A,.~"-'- IA j,_,._,r'<n, ,,:1 • .., , 
the Maltese expected Paul to show ill effects . But when he did not , they ~d 

t I' 
said he was a god. 

t he 
The secon~ event was the healing of Publius' father . Pulllius was a chief man 

in the i s land, and hi s father suffered 16rom a fever and dysentery ("bloody flux" :.-... / , P 

liter ally means this ). After prayer and the l ayi ng on of Paul ' s hands he was 

healed , As a r esult others consihihted Paul and zaz Dr . Luke (note the "us" and "we" 

in v. 10) . Evidently some wer e heal ed supernatur ally and ot hers t h r ough the 

n~:£Ci:a medical means at Luke ' s command.✓ Those heal ed q,"ui te pro;;l~~) paid the ir 

physician/, aaa After three months the gr~p boarded another shi p from Al exandria 

for Rome . 

F. Mal ta to Rome , 12-16 . !'rom Malta they sailed to Syracuse i n Si c ily , then to 
R_ 
piegium on the t oe of Italy, and f inally to Puteoli in the Bay of Napl es . 

Put eoli was the principal port in souf thern Italy and a chief port for discharging 

gr a i n from Egypt. It i s not surprising to r ead that there wer e Christians there, 
with whom 
21!1.0 Paul stayed for a week. The brethren in Rome also heard of his arrival and 

weat travelled the 43 mil es f r om Rome to Appi i Forum on the Appian Way to meet him. 

This was a great encouragement to the apost l e . Finally he arrived in Rome itself, 

and was delivered by Julius to t he captain of the gaard though he was permitted 
/\,--- lJr' ·, ,{ ",/ ~~ 
t.o ~J;itt::tv.§~ee-., 
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IX. DETENTI ON IN ROME, 28 :17-31 
~,,,_,) ~ J 

Paul/ did not waste any time beginning his ministry in Rome follow~ 
.Jr 

1.,.,4 .- • 
the usual pattern of~to the Je~5 first and then the Gentile~cf. Rom 9:1- 2).10:1). 

During his first i nterview with the Ji leaders of the Jewish community in Rome ,Paul 

simply testified of his innocence. They replied that th~y had heard nothing of 
l'.1 ., ........... ,. 

his case but that they would be willing to hear him again concerning :00 the1Way . 

The fact that they had had no wodd from the Jews in Palestine concerning Paul's case 

~eems to indicate that tae Paul's persecutors had decided not to prosecute the case 

further probably because they realized that Caesar would pronounce Paul not guilty, 
By not showing uib in Rome to prosecute 

i(t:_ey would simply let the case go by default , and Roman law would keep Paul there 
more than ✓ 

H-8 months before he could be judged innocent by default. In this way Paul would 

be kept out of circulation and yet the Jews would not risMk allowing Christianity 

-to be judged a non-treasonous r eligion . (cf. W. M. Ramsay, The Teaching of Paul in 

Terms of the Present DAy, pp. 346-71). 

During the second interview Paul spoke in more detail concerning the 
As began to depart 

Lord Jesus. Some agreed with him and some aid not . a:f:tez: they we12e-ae~aPtiRfl Paul 

reminded them of the prophecy of Isaiah that their hearts would be hardened az on 

hearing the truth. He would then be free to tnnn to the Gentiles with the message 

which he did as much as the relative freedom of confinement in his own hired house 

permitted. Paul may have been kept out of di rculation for these two years, but 

he was certainly not kept silent. 
stop 

Why does the Acts 0&Pm:tu0e at this point? I suppose we would ask that question 

no matter where Luke had chosen to conclude his story. Although we may not 

fully comprehend his purpose, whatever it was) apparently Lulce considered it completed 

with Paul's arrival in Rome , and thus he felt free to clibse his record. / ~ 
I 
~ 

he may have used thd!szzme two years time to c-eml')lete the writ ing of Acts and he may 

have wished to issue it even before Paulf,s was released. At any rate Luke was 

satisfied that his purpose had been fulfilled, for he had recorded some of the things , 
? "- ,-. • ~ ~ 
} , ;:i. o,c; 1'r;c;Z ' ~ -----

that the risen Jesus Chatst had continued to do (cf. ll :ll, and there is no conclusion 

J';iu,.::.~~-
to that story. (For a ful l er discussion of Luke's purposes , see the author ' s ---Biblical Theology of the New Testament, pp. 103-1.07), 


