THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

Dr. Charles C. Ryrie

Author: Dr. Luke.
Date and place of writing: The book was written from Rome about A.D. 63.

Importance: (L) Historically, it is the only source for the first

century.

(2) Doctrinally, it contains the seeds of doctrines later
developed in the epistles.

(3) Practically, it shows what men can do in the power of
a risen Savior; it furnishes the principles of revival
and missionary work; it gives the divine pattern for
church government; by contrast it should meke us con-
cerned for the state of the church in the 20th century.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE BOOK

Date Event Chapters
30 Death and resurrection of Christ 1

30 Pentecost 2
30-3L Witnessing in Jerusalem 3-8
35 Conversion of the Apostle Paul 9
35-37 Paul in Damasens, Arabia, and back to Damascus 9
37=1:3 Paul in Tarsus 9

L1 Peter preaches to Gentiles at Caesarea 10-11
L3 Paul and Barnabas at Antioch 11

Ll Death of James and Herod; imprisonment of Peter 1o
L6=18 First Missionary Journey 13-1L
L9 Church Council at Jerusalem 15
50-5 Second Missionary Journey 16-18
52-53 Writing of I and IT Thessalonians from Corinth

5L-58 Third Missionary Journey 18=21
56 Writing of Galatians from Ephesus

56 Writing of I Corinthians from Ephesus

57 Writing of TI Corinthiang from Ephesus

58 Writing of Romans from Corinth

58 Journey to and arrest at Jerusalem 21-23
58-60 Paul in prison at Caesarea 2l=-26
60-63 Paul sent to Rome and imprisoned for 2 years 27=-28
62 Writing of Ephesians from Homan prison

62 Writing of Colossians from Foman prison

62 Writing of Philemon from Roman prison

63 Writing of Philippians from Roman prison
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK
THE RISEN LORD, 1:1-26

Risen Lord Correcting, 1l: 1=T7.
Correction concerning service, l=5.
Correction concerning seasons, 6-7.

Risen Lord Commissioning, 1:8-11,
The Nature of the Commission, 8. Its Delivery.,
The Necessity for the Commission, 9-11. Its Duration,

Risen Lord Choosing, 1:12-26,
The Necessity for the Choosing, 12-20.
The Nature of the Choosing, 21-26.

PENTECOST--BIRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH, 2:1-4L7
Prophecy of Pentecost, Lev. 23:15-21,

Power of Pentecost, 2:1-13,
The Evidence of the Spirit's Coming, 2:l=l.
The Effects of the Spirit's Coming, 2:5-13,

Preaching of Pentecost, 2:1L=l7.

The Sermon, 2:1L-36. Jesus is Messiah,
The Results, 2:37=47.

1. Conviction, 37.

2. Change, 38-414

3+ Church, L2-L7,

THE HEALING OF THE LAME MAN, 3:1-26
Miracle, 3:1-10,
Its Circumstances, 3:1-3.

Its Characteristics, 3:L~T7.
Its Consequences, 3:8-11,

Message, 3:12-26.

Jesus, whom you killed, is Messiah.

THE FIRST PERSECUTION, L:1=-37

Persecution, L:1-22,

A,
B.
Cs

The Prison, L:l-lL.
The Preaching, l:5-12, 92 words.
The Punishment, lj:13-22,

Power, L:23-37.

A.

B.

Because of the right use of Prayer, L:23-31.
The prayer was not for filling but for boldness.
Because of the right use of the Purse, l;:32-37,



PURITY, PURGING, AND PERSECUTION, 5: 1-~42

I. Purity, 5: 1-11.

A

B,

Purity proved by the preaching and practice of the early church,
2:2L; 3:12-16, 203 2:L42,

Purity preserved by purging Ananias and Sapphira, 5:1-11,

II. Persecution (the second), 5:12-L2,
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The Preclude to it, 5:12-16.
The Prison experience, 5:17-21a,
The Preaching after release, 5:21b-39,
The Punishment, 5:L0-L2,

WORKERS TOGETHER WITH GOD, 6:1-7
Need for additional workers, 6:1-2, L,

Norm required to be a worker, 6:3,

qualifications included these: of the male sex, Christian, reputable,

spiritual, and wise,

I1I1.The
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Nature of the work, 6:5-7i
THE FIRST MARTYR, 6:8-0: la
Stirring of the People in the Synagogue; 6:3~7:1.

Sermon of Stephen; 7:2-531

Text: "as your fathers did, so do ye" (v. 51).
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Stoning of Stephen aided by Saul, 7:54-3: la,
ENFORCED EXPANSION, 8:1-40
Scene in Jerusalem, S:l-l,

Scene in Samaria, 8:5-25,
action centers around the activities of Philip, Simon Mapus, Peter
John,

Scenc on the Road to Gaza, 3:26-L0,
Frecdom of the Spirit.

Fellowship with the Spirit.
Faithfulness to the Spirit,
Fearlessness in the Spirit.



I.

IT4

IT.

ITe

11T,

I.

IT.

IIT.

Ve

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL, 9:1-31

The Features of the Conversion, 9:1-9.

A, Conviction, 1-5.

B. Conversion, 5.

Go Copmitbal, 64 '
D. Commission, 6=9.

The Facts of the Chronology, 9:10-31.
A, Damascus, 10~22,

B. Arabia, Gal, 1:17.

Ci Damascus, 23-25.

D. Jerusalem, 26~29.

E. Tarsus, 30~314

THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES, 9:32-11:18

The Preparation of the Messenger, 9:32-10:22,
A. Peter the Leader, 9:32-L3.
B. Peter the Learner, 10:1-22,

The Preaching of the Message, 10:23~11:18,
A, The crux of the message, 3lL.
B. The consequences of the message, 10:L44-11:18,

1. Some were saved, 10:4L-L8,
2. Some were skeptical, 11:1-18,

THE CHURCH AT ANTI®CH, 11:19-30
The Founding of the work, 19-21,

The Furthering of the work, 22-26.
Barnabas-~exhortation; Paul-~teaching.

The Functioning of the work, 27-30.

THE FIFTH PERSECUTION, 12:1-252
The devilment of Herod, l.
Previous persecutions were by (1)eldersgjrulers, scribes (chptel)s
(2) Sadducees (chpte 5)3 (3) Libertines against Stephen (chpt. 6);
(L) Saul (chpte 8). Herod Agrippa I of this chapter is the
grandson of Herod the Great of Luke 2:1.
The Death of James, 2.
The Deliverance of Peter, 3=19,.

The Destruction of Herod, 20-23,

The Dissemination of the Word, 2L=-25,
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THE FIRST MISSTONARY JOURNEY, 13:1-1l:28

Events in Antioch, 13:1-l,

Events in Cyprus, 13:5=13,

A,
B.

Salamis, 5.
Paphos, 6-12,

Events in Galatia, 6:13-11:20,
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Perga, 13. John Mark leaves,

Antioch in Pisidia, 1l=52,

Iconium, 1li:1=5.

Derbe and Lystra, 6-20, Paul stoned at Lystra. Lystra home
of Timothy.

Events on the Return, 1l;:21-28,
Work of confirmation and ordination,
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THE FIRST CHURCH COUNCIL, 15:1=35
Dissension, 1=6,

Discussion, 7-18.
In private, L, Gal. 2:2.
In public, 5-18,
1. By Peter who opened the door of salvation to Gentiles,
2+ By Paul and Barnabas who did missionary work among Gentiles.
3. By James, the leader of the Jerusalem church who outlined
the order of events in God's program as follows:
a., God visits Gentiles.
b. After this Christ returns.
cs Christ will set up His kingdom,.
de. Other Gentiles will turn to the Lord during the
Kingdom,

Decision, 19=35.

In the realm of salvation--faith plus nothing is necessary
for salvation,

In the realm of Christian living--ask Gentile Christians
to limit volunterily their liberty to do certain things
offensive to Jewish Christisns,.

THE SECOND MISSTONARY JOURNEY, 15:36~18:22
Journey begun. Silas. Contention. 15:36-L0,
Churches Revisited. Timothy. Circumcision. 15:41-16:5,

Vision Enlarged. Man of Macedonia. Call, 16:6-11,

Necd is not a sufficient basis for a call, 6~7.

Logic and common sense are not sufficient bases for a call, 8,
The direct leading of the Holy Spirit is the only sufficient
'haS‘l S, 9—11.

Campaign at Philippi, 16:12-L0.

The Opecning of the Campaign, 12-15,
The Opposition to the Campaign, 16-2l.
The Outcome of the Campaign, 25=l0.
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V., The Work at Thessalonica, Berea, and Athens, 17: 1-3l,
A, Thessalonica, Brevity. 17: 1-9
C. Athens, Tdolatry, 17: 15-3L,

1, Paul's sightseeing, 15-21,
2, Paul's sermon, 22-3l,
a, Who the true God is, 24-29,
b, What the true God says, 30-3L.

VI, The Work at Corinth, 18: 1-17,
A, The Man Paul, Cheerless, 10: 1-11,
B, The Ministry of Paul, Fearless, 13: 1-11,
Ce The Magistrate Gallio., Carcless, 18: 12-17.

VII.The Return Journey, 18: 13-22,
THE THIRD MISSICNARY JOURNEY, 13:23-21:17

I, Events at Ephcsus, 10:23-19:421,
A, Power of the Word in Corrcction of false doctrine, 15:23-19:7,
B. Power of the Word in Coversion of heathen, 19:3-10,
C., Power of the Word in Conviction of the diseiples, 19:11-20,
D, Power of the Word against Corruption of society, 19:21-41,

IT. Events in Grecce, 20:1-5,

III, Events in Asia, 20:6-33
A, Preaching to the believers at Troas, 20:6-12, Eutychus falls out
- window,
B. Parting with the elders of Ephesus at Miletus, 20:7-38.
1, The Character of Paul's ministry, 13-27,
2. The Charge to the Elders, 2u-31,
3. The Commending to God, 32-33,

IV, Events in Palestine, 21: 1-17,

. Warning at Tyre not to go to Jerusalem, 1-6,
. TWarning at Caesarea, 7-1l.

. Arrival at Jerusalem, 15-17.

Qo=

ON TO ROME, 21:1)-23:31,
T, Defection in Reme; 21:10+30,
il Defense befora the mob in the temple, 21:31-22:30.
Iri, Dissensien in tns banhedera i derusalem, 23:1-10,
TN, Deliverance from the conspiracy of the Jews to Caesarca, 23:11-35,
s Defense before Felix in Cacsarea, 2h:1-27,
VI, Defcnse before Fastus in Cacsarea, 25:1-27.
VII., Defense bufore Azrippa, 26:1-32,
VIII. Deperietion to Rome, 27:1-28:16,

T¥. Deotention in Roms, 20-17-3L.
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BACKGROUNDS
1. THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BOOK
No—one-witl—questian the historical importance of the Book of Acts /S h¢7@~£;q”
I¢ is the chief source book for the histerieal facts concerning Christianity

in the first century after Christ. But the book is also important doctrinally,

for in it are the seeds of doctrines developed later in the epistleswy-—sedds
]

VP s |

which wer;“hswn in transformed lives, The doctrine of Acts is exemplified more
in life than developed in systematic statement. 1t is doctrine in practice.
Thus the book shows us what men can do in the power of &he risen Savior,
1t is &he record of the continuation of those things which Jesus began to do
while on earth and which He carries on as risen Head of the church (1:1).
The book furnishes us the principles for revival and m: ssionary workj; it
shows the divine pattern for church government; and it exhibits not only steadfastness
but expansion under persecution., 1t is a book for the church in any century.
1I. THE AUTHOR OF THE BOCK

Dr. Luke was evidently a Greek and not a Jew, for in Colossians 4:12-14
he is %é;;é&%%ESQ%%m those who are said to be of the circumcision., His place
of birth is unknown to us, though Antioch in Syria and Philippi are often
suggested. Of necessity he would have had to receive his medical training
in one of the three universities of the day—-in Alexandria, Athens, or Tarsus.

the circumstances of
We konow nothing ofﬂPis comversion.,

Although Luke is usually remembered as a physician,we should realize
that he was primarily a missionary. His written ministry iﬁ the composition of
the Gospel of Luke qualifies him as such, but he also did itinerant missisnary
work. The Macedonian call was answered by Luke as well as Paul (16:13, 17).

He was in charge of the work at Philippi for approzimately six years, and
later he preached in Rome ( Phile? 24). He was also with Paul during his

“11.
second iupwmisonment in Home (2ITim. 4:11).

III. THE DATE OF THE BOOK



Since the record in Acts concludes with Paul's arrival in Rome
to begin his first confinement in that city, one would judge that the book
was written about A. D. 63 in Homwe during that first imprisonment. 1f it
were written later it would be very di ficult to explain why Luke did not
mention such momentous events as the burning of Home, the martyrdom of Paul,
and the destruction of Jerusalem itself (é%iii ;e;e written after A.D. 70).

1V, THE AUTHORSH1P OF THE BOOK

teme Briefly, the proof for the Lucan authorship of Acts is
usually stated along these lines: (1) the author of Acts was clearly a
companion of Paul (the "we" sections in zhe Acts show this); (2) by
a process of elimination, that cowpanion has to be Luke; (3) the same man who
wrote the "we" sections wrote the remaindar of the book; and (4) thes

conclusion is substantiated by the incidence of medical terms found in

Acts (cf., 1:33 3:7 ff.3 9:18, 33; 13:11; 28:1-10).

V. THE SOURCES OF THE BOOK

Luke's statement concerning his method of research is found in Luke 1l:1-4.
Since his purpose in the writing of both the Gospél and the #cts was historical,
and since his method was so careful, we may be assured that we have an accurate
account of the events. Andy—of coursé,‘in add{%ion g& all the hare exercised
by the author)tne superintending work of tne Holy Spirit guarantees the
accuracy of the record which we have.

In producing his history of the apostolic age, Luke used several sources,
(1) Of some of the events he was a personal eyewitness, These are the
"we'" sections of the book; that is, sections in which Luke wersonally
participfated (16:9-40; 20:5--28:31). These indicate that Luke was personally
involved in the journey from Tpoas to Philippi (on the second missionary Jjourney
of Paul) and from Philippi (on the third joumney) to Rome, including two
years in Caesarea dnd two years in Rome. For all of these events he had his

personal recollections and possibly diary-type written notes,



(2) Since Luke was witnh Paul during the five or six years before the
writing of Acts, Paul could have provided him with information for the record
in chapters 7,9, 11:25-30, 13:1--16:8, and 17:1--20:4.

(3) Luke also had access to other eyewitnesses in gathering his
material--people like Silas, Timothy, Titus, Aristarchus, James, Philip

and his dawthers (19:29; 20:4; 21:8, 18; Col. 4:10; Philem. 24).

These—Sources provide ausnentic racts for practiedlly all—of—=Aets.

After gathering his facts ‘tuke declares that he "closely traced
all things accurately" (Luke 1:3), which means that he sifted the facts
before he wrote and that he made accurate use in his writing of those sifted
facts, The physician's diagnostic skill was applied to the sifting of
¥he source material in thorough preparation for writing an accurate historical
account. And, of course, in all this work Luke was guided by the Holy Spirit
of God so that the Acts is that exact historical record correcit in every detail

which God wanted us to have,
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THE RI1ISEN LdﬂD, 1:1-26

1t has often been sgid that the title of the Acts of the Apostles ought
to be the Acts of the HKisen Lord. The autﬁgéi%i for such a change cowes from
from the introduction to this first chapter (vv. 1-3). The former treatise
(the Gospel of Luke) which Dr. Luke wrote to Theophilus (apparemtly a noble
convert to Christianity) haA recorded the things which Jesus began to do
while in His body of limitation. The present treatise (Acts) continues(the
record of the works of Jesus, only in His resurrection body[/#ﬂﬁ/ﬁﬁﬂﬁ in which
He was seen.égrthe apostles for forty days (v. 3). Three acts of this risen
Lord are recorded in this chapter,

I. THe RISEN LORD CORRECTING, 1:4-7

A, Correction concerning Service, 4-5

In His conversations with His disciples during the forty day post-
resurrection ministry, the Lord spoke concerning the kingdom of God.as
Aéparently the disciples had become greatly enthused, and so the Lord caution@z{
them to waitﬁ in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit before they
began their service for Him. The ministry of the © . irit was not unknown
to them; indeed they had experienced it (Jn 14:17; 20:22). But the baptizing
work of the Spirit was snmething they had not yet experienced, for the Lord
said, "Ye shall be baﬁtized With the Holy Ghost not many days hencex" (v 5
Then they would be ready for service. (And, of course, after the promise had been

received there would be no more need for tarrying).
B, Correction concerning Seasons, 6—1/

i
Jewish minds had long been agitated over the coming of fiessiah's kingdom,
When Jesus of Nazareth appeared on the scene of history the hopes of many

; "
of the Jewish sallelite people were pingd on Him. But these hopes were dashed

stones of the hill of Calvary when their conquerors crucified
against the stvone—that sealed—she—tomb—thateontainmed His—dead—bedsy

their deliverer. Now that He had risen from the dead amdz their hopes were
burning ;
revived., "Will the kingdoiw: come now?" was thei# question (v. 6). duestions

about the kingdom are pertinent, the Lord implies, but as for answering the
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question about the time of the com ng of the kingdom, this HQ could not do.
To know many things about the kingdom is quite proper (s 3), but "it is not
for you to know the times of the seasons" (v. 1) s
11. THE RISEN LOKD COMMISSIONING, l:3-11

A. The Nature of the Coumission, 8

Until the kingdom should come the disciples were commissioned to be

oy

occupied with witnessing agltheir Lord.
1. Its Power, The power of the commission w;s the person of the Holy Spirit[
who wou'd come upon them and baptize them on the day of Pentecost.
2. 1ts Personnel. “he commission is to be carried out by the disciples and
all who are "my witnesses" (the correct rendering of "witnesses unto me").
3. 1ts Program. The commission's outreach is world-wide., 1In the Acts the
record of witnessing in Jerusalem is in chapters 1-7; in Judea and »amaria,
8-12; unto the uttermost part of thaéarth, 13-28.
B. The Need for the CLommission, 9-11

e

The coummission was given in view of the departure of the Lord/ afm—ifs

e LI ]
[ borhet

1 S engi : : ;
absence until-His—return., That ﬁg§a£2$gg is described in verses 9 and 10

A

by three &ifferent verbs--"taken up" (epaireo), "received" (hupolambano), and
“wég; up" (QEEEEEEEEJ' As He ascended there appeared two angkgs who announced
the promise of His return., They declared that the same Person would return
in the same way and to the same place, This will be fulfilled in that future
day when the Lord returns during the battle of Armageddon with His own to |
set up His millennial and eternal dkingdom (Rev. 19:11*16¢f. Zech., 12:10; 14:4).
ITI. THE RISEN LORD CHOOSING, 1:12-26.
<t

A, The Necessity for!Choosing, 12-20

After the Lord had ascended the disciples returned to Jerusalem from
nearby lMount Olivet (less than one mile-—a sabbath/# day's journey). They

assembled in the upper room which many understand to beve been in the nouse

of Mary the mother of John liark. There were about 120 there altogether——
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ineluding the remaining 11 apostles, Jesus' mother and brothers . (who had ﬁot
believed in Him until after the resurrection (John 7:52} and some other women.
They continued in prayer and supplication during the 10 days between Christ's
ascension and the coming of the Spirit. As they di@rPeter stood up and
took cheemge of choosing a successor to fu?as the betirayer. He remindﬁ(the
group that Ghe 0ld Testament Scripturesf;redicted Judas' treachery (Psa. 41:9)
and that they must now app choose someone to take his place.
B. The Nature oétéhoosing, 21-26

First Peter declares(the qualificatiom necessary for an apostle. He
must be a witness of the resurrection and a companion of the Lord during
the whole of His public earthly ministry (vv. 21-22). Two candidates were
nominated, Justus and Matthias. Then they prayed not for.the Lord to choose
but for the kemdée choice which the Lord had already mé&e to be made known to
them. The two names were put on lots,amd placel in an urn, and then the one
which first fell from the urn was taken to be the Lord's choice. This
was in accord with 0id Testament practice (c¢f. Prov. 16:33) and is a method
no longer needed by Christians whth the coming of the abiding presence zamdzwerk

indwelling

of theASpirit (Rom. 8:14; Jas., 1:5)., The lot fell on Matthias and from

" not Paul,
that time on h%fwas considered as the twelfth apostle (ef. 2:14; 6:2).
Apparently it will be Matthias who will be included in thefulfillment of

hew
such promises as mattﬂ 19:28 and Hevelation 21:14.

N



3.
PENTSECOST—-—B1lRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH, 2:1-47
1. THE PROPHECY OF PENTECOST

Pentecost was a divinely planned event/ prophesied in Leviticus 23,
The first of the annual feasts of Israel was Passover which marked a new
beginning for the children of Israel. This was a itype of Christ our passover
sacrificed for us (I Cor. 5:7). The second was the feast of Unleaveded Bread
which lasted for seven days and which typified the lifelong walk of the believer
fn separation from evil., Firstfruits was the third feast, a type of the
resurrection of Christ (Jn. 12:24; I Cor. 15:23). This was followed 50 days
later by the feast of fentecost of, as it was sowetimes called, the feast of
Weeks because it fell seven (a week of) weeks after Firstfruits. Likewise
50 days afterthe resurrection of Christ the event recorded in Acts 2 ofcurred.

11. THE POWER OF PENTECOST

The Power of Pentecost is a Person, the Holy Spirit of God. Pentecostal
power is simply the unhindered working of the Spirit in any life at any time.
On the Bay of Pentecost He came to baptize the disciples into the body of
Christ, thus welding th%%ﬂgn%gi%he risen Head of the Church (Acts 11:15-163; I Cor.

12:13). #% Pontecosi—He—atsoPilled This is something that rever—nesded

GLA The Tan -'-;T} """r Lorany VI,

to_be—repextad = is experienced by each individual only once, is“other groups

of believers were brought into the body of Christ they were baptized by the Spirit
(Acts 11:15-16), but each individual experiences this only once (note the aorist
tense of the verb in I Cor. 12:13). On the day of Pentecost the disciples

were also filled with the Spirit (2:4), something which tﬁg& and azzzb all
believers may experience repeatedly (cf. 4:31; 6:5; T7:55; 9:17). 4t Pentecost,
too, the Spirit inaugurated His permanent relationship of indwelling all

believers in fulfillment of the Savior's promise recorded in John 14:17.

In a very real sense Pentecost was the beginning of the age of the Spirit.

A, The Hvidence of His Coming, 1-4



The coming of the Spirit was evidced by wind, fire, and tongues. Striclty
speaking it was not wind but 2 roar or reverberation which filled the house.
the phrase in
The literal translation of verse 2 is "an echoing smund as of a mighty wind ¥
what the tongues looked like as the-_tongues
borne violently." The fire was really the smpearance-of—the tongues,. for. the
voopues divided themselves over the company, a tongue settling unon the head of
each one, Finally the disciples began each to spesk in a real language new to
the speaker: and understood by those from the farious lands who were in Jerusalem
for the feast of Pentecost. The natural sense of these verses indicates that
the tongues were not jargon but real languages, and that the miracle was in the
ability to speak these ears
giving of fheﬁlanguages not in sensitizing in some way the hearimp of the hearers.
R, The Effects of His Coming, 5-13
Such startling and strenre nhenomena could not help but attract attention,
and szomzer avickly a crowd gathered. Pentecost was one of the three festivals at
which the law reavired sttendsnce of Jews at the temple. Jerusalem was jammed.
Indeed, 200,000 peonle could crowd together in the temPle areé,‘"JeWS from
Babylonia, Syrian Jews, Egyptian Jews, Roman Jews, Creézgéand Arabians all
heard of the wonderful works of God in his mother tongue,
At first the people were amazed (literally, wide-open astonigﬁment, e T)e
Then theyewere perplexed or at a loss to understand what they were witnessing (vs12)s
They knew that they did not know what was going on, and since ignorance is always
a blow to man's pride, they were driven to criticism (v. 13). They concluded
that the disciples were drunk,(cf. Eph. 5:18).
III. THE PREACHING OF PENTECOST, 2:1L-l7
A, The Sermon, 1L-36
As spokesman for the 12, Peter seizei the onmortunity afforded by the
charge of drunkenness levelled at the disciples to preach Jesus to the crowd.
1, Introductisn--explanation, 14h-21, . [/
The message began with an exnlanation of the phememena, It could not be drunkenness

since it was only 9 o'clock in the morning,and Jews engaged in the exercises of

the synagogue on a feast day wewidzhaverabstdned from eating and drinking until

10 a.mz or even noon. It was not intoxication, Peter says; it was the inspiration



of the Spirit thet caused the spectacle. To prove that the Spirit can produce

such things Peter quotesffrom Joel 2:28-32, This is a prophecy which will be

fulfilled during the millennivm when Isrzel is reestahlished in her own land.

Peter¥ié“not saying that the prophecy Wwas fulfilled at Pentecost or even that it
knowing from Jeel what the Spirit ‘¢an do,

was partially fulfilled; he ig}simply reminding the Jews thaththey should have

recognized what they were then seeing as a work of the Spirit also. He continuegf

to quote from Joel at length only in order to be able to include the salvation

invitation recorded in verse 21.

2. Theme--Jesus is Messiah, 22-35. To the English reader it means little to say

\/
that Jesus is Messiah or Christ. Jesss Christ to us is in the nature of p first and

1ast namesq but to the Jew Chriwt or iessiah was a well-defined concept from
their 0ld Testgment Seriptures and Jesus of Nazareth %gsiﬁg¥ely another
1mpoasie upstéf%?igiigious teacher. To say ithat Jesus was the Christ was
tormost bbasphemy. Thus Peter sought to prove to his audience that Jesus

of Nmzareth whom they knew well was their Messiazh whom they also knew well,
From 0ld Testament propnecies Feter remind&{them of the picture of liessiah,
From contemporary facts he paint@!a picture of Jesus. He superimposesfthese
two pictures on each other to prove that Jesus is Christ, and the focal point
of his entire argumentLﬁé"the resurrection.

/

First he proclaimsythe resurrection of Jesus (vv. 22—24). Then he

reminds recallsfthe predictions of the resurrection fromP%ﬁéEQi&iﬁééiameﬁt

(vv., 25-31). He Showﬁjtbat it was not David who was raised since heiigxstill
.$£m£i§;¥§5335££§£§fng, David must have been speaking about someone else, namely
llessiah., "He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ" (v. 3la).
Having zhowa proclaimed th: resurrection of Jesus and having shown that lMessiah
had to be raised, Peter then reinforce& his argument by citing proéfs of the

resurrection of Jesus (vv. 32-36). He reminds{tnem that they were eyewitnesses

of that miracle (v. 32), and we should remember that he was speaking to many

residents of the city in which the resurrection had taken place less than two
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Second, A
months before. N&®t he cite% the exaltation of Jesus Yo the right hand of

i th >t .

God (vv. 33—35). This égswe% ??%g aggstlons: Can a mere man occupy the place
of honor? and)Can a dead man be exalted? Zrirdyzike The third proof of the

e ) A . e
resurrection 28 the outpouring of the Holy Spirit-—something & mere man
and certainly not a dead man could ngf do (vv. 33-35).
3. Conclusisn-—-Application, 36. The pictures of lessiah and Yesusof Nazareth
coincide., The proof of Jesus' resurrection is incontrovertible. Now Peter

w-t,;/j)f N‘,” ':L.‘j,";'.' ".:: = ;_, ﬂﬂf"_»-,’-;‘ﬂ"";'_ A 2
putﬂ it pquarely to his audience to decide as God—appleased though him-once._

B. The Results, 37-47

1. A Conviction, 37. The word translated "pricked" is a rare one and means

to pierce, sting sharply, stun, smite. Outside the Scriptures it is used

of homses dinting the earth with their hoofs. The hearts of the people had
been smitten sharply by the preacning of the Word. This brought the question,
"What shall we do?"

2. A Change, 38-41. Peter's answer was twexfmzd: "Repent and be baptized."
This demanded a two-fold change: first a change of mind and second a change

of association, Chan;e of mind is the meaning of the word repent. This is

not mere sorrow for siq)though that may be inwolvedj nor is it a mere

mental assent to facts. 1t is thekind of basic change of mind which will
result in a change of life and is perhaps best conveyed by the phrase 'change
of heart" (Cf. Rom. 2:5 where lack of repentance is described as an "impentient
heart"). For these ppople repentance meant a whole-hearted change of mind
about Jesus of Nazareth, tni: king of Him no longer as merely the carpénter's
son, a religious imposter, but now receiving Him as Lord (Divine) and lMessiah,

“'gu,: PO iy~
. . 3 (-".' 143 e e
The second part of the change concerned their association as ewinced

T
by baptism. This was the visible proof of their repentance, Pr¥s was not
any sort of baptism (for baptism was well-known to these people both because

of the ministry of John the Baptist and because ot was one of the acts a Jewish

proselyte had to undergo), but baptism in the name of Jesus Christ.
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31 : ; & i o ey Y :
ﬂ?aﬂggsm tx7%zezE% signifies association withthe message, group, or person involved
W-f":}""z‘—\"_-\:.;t\,if p
in penfewming it, baptism in the name of Jesus Christ meant for these people

aggoezatien a severing of their ties with Judaism and an association with

PR l
Fj PO g d Tha pe Ao

the Jeseus messaggﬁand; d %épéism was the}éég of demarkation. Even today

for a Jew it is not his profession of Christianity nor his attndance at Christian
services nor his acceptance of the New Testament but his submission to water
baptism that definitely and finally excludes him frow the Jewish community and
marks him off as a Christian. This explains the insistence on the ordinance.
Verse 41 implies that the 3000 converts were all baptized on the same day, and
this would have been quite possible with the number of nools and reservoirs in
Jerusalem and with all 120 disciples helping. This baptism was "for the remission
of sins" (v. 38). This does not mean in order that sins might be remitted

for everywhere in the New Testament sins are forgiven as a result of faith in
Cﬂristjnot baptism., It means be baptized because of the remission of sins.

The Greek preposition eis, dor, has this meaning afybecause oft;ot only here but
also in such a passage as Liatthew 12:41 where the meaning can only be "they repented
because of (not in order to) the preaching of Jonah." HRepentance brought

the remission of sins for this Pentecostal arowd, and because of the remission of

* sins they were asked to be baptized. (An excellent discussion of the Greek of tsbe

verse 38 will be found in Robertson's Word Pictures in the New Testament, 111, pp.

35-36).
3. A Church, 42-47. Although the word church dees first appears in Acts in 5:11
9. -
(the word is not in the best manuscripts of v¢'47), the fellowship formed at FPentecost
was the first Chrisiian church, 1t was characterized by four things. (1) The
teaching of the apostles, This would have consisted largely of the rehearsal of
the facts and meaning of the life of Jesus. (2) Fellowship. This means the
sharing of their spiritual blessings in Christ and the sharing of their material

substance. (3) Breaking of bread refers to the remembrance of the Lord in the

Lord's Supper. (4) Prayers.
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There were tigge results of this kind of fellowship. (1) Fear came
(v' 43)-
upon egeryoneﬂ This is a perfectly normal and healthy emotion for believers
(I Pet. 2:17). %232z In this instance it was apparently encouraged by the miraculous
signs which the apostles did. (2) FeV¥dowship in material things was enjoyed
(vv. 44-46)

by these early Christiangf Ho doubt many of the pilgrims to the feast of
Pentecost lingered in Jerusalem to learn more of their new—found faith in Christ,
and this created # pressing financial needs. After the incident recorded in
chapter 5 there is no further mention of the use of this plan of sharing in
common, for its necessity was undoubtedly short-lived. (3) Favor was enjoyed
by the new group with all the people (v. 47). (4) Furtherance of the group
was experienced as the Lord added daily such as were being saved (v. 47).

Pentecost is past. The church does not need another Pentecost., The

C:'l

Holy Spirit is here making available all His power. The need of the phurch g

simply dedicated Christians who continue steadfastly in the aposiles' doctrine,

fellowship, breaking of bread and prayers,
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4.
THE HEALING OF A LAME KAN, 3:1-26 i :
et G Morny )
One O%P%ﬁglggéns and wonders mentioned in %z 2:43 is sinpled—out-for
detailed descripiien in this chupter. This ome was chosen because of its public
nature and because of its relation to the progress of the early church.
I, TiE MIRACLE, 1-11
A. Its Circumstances, 1-3
The circumstances surrounding this miracle wepethe crossing of iwo habits,
The one was Bmte the habit of Peter and John in going (imperfect tense) to the
temple; the other was the habit of the lame man to be carried (also imperfect)
to the temple to beg. fven after the new church had been formed the disciples
continued to attend services at the temple (ef. 2:46).
B, 1Its Characteristics,v%t7
The mir:cle was unexpec%gﬁgﬁi% was al%giwhich tone wman was beggings; it was healing'
which he received., The miracle was performed in the name of Jesus Christggﬁ).
A name stands for all that the person is; therefore, the name of Christ includes
all the power of Christ. The miracle was instuntaneous (v. 7). The miracle
was complete (v. 7). The man was not partially healed but completely so.
The verb siveminEmed "received strength" is a medical term.
C. 1ts Consequences, 8-11
As a result of this miracle.&kérghings happened. [irst, the man was filled with
as soon as he realized
joy. He leapeézupﬁupeaureaééaﬁﬂg that his feet and ankle bones had been
strengthened. Second, God received praise, for the man went into the temple
with Peter and John praising God for what He had done. Apparently he recognized
the source of the miracle. Third, fThere was a testimony to the people around.
Here was a well-known character whom they had ﬁseen for years begging at the
same pZaee stand; now ne was walking and leaping. This caused such amazement
among those who were at the temple that very quickly a crowd gathered in the
colonnade at the eastern end of the south side of the temple area, the piazza

known as Solomon's Porch (c¢f. John 10:23),
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This %gngg{gigglr§§%%1§gseen an an illustration of spiritual healing.

/A

The lame man serves as an excellent picture of the hélplessness and hopelessness

belieyin
of the sinner (cf. Rom 5:63 LEph. 2:12) whose only hope 1é/ﬁn fhe name of

Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12). when one believes in Him then instantaneously
there is complete salvation which brings joy to the sinner, praise to God
and a testimony @£ to others.

11, THE MESSAGE, 12-26
A, The Introduction, 12

As on the day of lentecost Beter here used a curre#nt event or

v L-\/’z\,: At
the healed man as an object lesson -as—the<introduction-fer his message to

the people who had gathered., He also rebuked them fazrExam not for their
5=
AN

surprise &6 what had occurred but for their lack of comprehension as to

how it had happened--as if either John or himself were able tc perform such
a miracle,

B, The Tkeme, 13-18
\ﬂ,\ 7
As at Pentecost the theme of Peter's sermon is: Jesus whom you killed

is the Messiah. Almost as remarkable as the nealing of the lame man is

thetransformation in Peter, for the same man who two months before had

|
denied Jesus was now standing before some of the same people preataiming Him,

designating the Lord in five ways and
The theme of the sermon‘ms'deveIOped b{ﬁmaklng five statements about tna—Lerd

The five designations priveA (1) Servant (v. 13 iigiggi—g¥ap30n"). This would
iumediately identify Jesus of Nazareth with the Servant-lMessiah of the 014
Testament (Isa, 42:1-9; 49:1-113; 52:13—53:12)/ and emphasized Peter's point that
liessiah was not ondy a conquering ruler but a suffering servant (v. 18).
(2) Jesus (v.13) linkﬁ{;uessiah to the man of Nazareth who was only too well known
to this crowd. (3) and (4) The designations Holy One and Just assert® His
equality with God and affirﬁﬁ the Deity of Jesus. (5) Prince of Li €e (v. 15)
5:31; Vo

which means literally author or leader of life (cf. Heb., 2:10; 12:2 for only
/ 1

other occurremnes of the word).
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ke

The five statements about the Lord sfe these: (1) He is exalted (v. 13);

(2) this is the same one whoji was erawified delivered up by the people (v. 13);
(3) He was falsely accused (vv. 13-14); (4) He was killed (v. 15); but (5)
God raised Him from the dead and you know it(v. 15).

Peter then drawsng all this together answersdthe original question--
&%w was the lame man healed? 1t was His name through faith in His mame (v. 16)
that accomplished The miracle,
C. The Conclusion, 19-26

The only conclusion in view of theevidencewas that it wazs is imperative
to repent. Thesc Jewswere eaZ asked to change their minds about Jesus and
change their way of life by turning to tne Lord. Peter promised that this
would bring forgiveness of sins and the return of the Lord to establish
the kingdom promised to lsrael. (‘he word "when" in v, 19 should be
replaced—in the translatig; by the phrase "th:t so"). For some this promise
eZzthe concerning the kingdom has posed a difticult prob&ém; for they ask,
"Would the kingdom have come then if these people had repented?" The answer
He—dret—hypetimetieal guestion ig Yes. hu¥ need not be given)for the question
is pwwery hypothetical since the plan of God Zsawme left in no doubt the
disposition of this offer by the peoplefat that time. And yet it is true that

Oty A

the repentance of Israel will bring persena® forgiveness of sins and the ugﬁering
in of the kingdom. The phrase "tiwes of refreshing" (v. 19)13 in—theNew Testament
upigué—to this passage though—it—+s evidently a synonym for thephrase "restitution of
all things" (v. 21) or the millennial kingdom. But that kingdom will not come
apart from personal repentance. This was what the Yews rejected in Chrisi's
ministry (ef. Matt. 4:17) and it wasjg§$§i¥ﬁe§h%g§ecteéioi?%E£§Sd£§?%g§£§23252

prexchedsz
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THE FIRST PERSECUTINN, l:1-37

Persecution was a blessing of the apostolic church. Five times in eleven
years hands were stretched forth to vex the churches in Jerusalem, This chapter
records the first of these persecutions# with its resultant increase in power.
The yesr is 33 and the scene is Jerusalem,

I. THE PERSECUTION

A. The Prison, 1-L

The opposition of the Pharisees is paramount, in the Gospels. In the Acts
it is the Sadducees who oppose the Christ:;;i? This is because the Sadducees
disbelieved the doctrine of resurrection which the arostles were preaching
o) powerfully. 80 intnese was their hatred in t is instance that they dook
evevv h»d the high-ranking ¢ antain of the temple (v. 1) in on the arrest.
However, although the message was a savor of death to them it was a savdr of
1ife to many others so that the total number of believers in Jerusalem was about
5000, This is the last time any such numbering is recorded.
B. The Preaching, 5-12

zfzbgh An august audience heard Peter's sermon on this occasion. Annas

and the real power in the priesthood ]

the representative of Aaron in Jewish eyes; Caiphas, his son-in-law and the Roman
aprointed high priest (cf. Jn. 15:24); John and Alexander, two notable persons;
rulers, elders, and scribes were present. This was the spiritual aristocracy of
Jerusalem, for they were the controlling and wealthiest of the priests.
Their question was straightforward: How was the lame man healedy?

The Spirit of God filling Peter spoke through him a message of 92
words in which Peter turned the tables on the Sanhedrin and put them
on trial, In this brief message he called attention first to tgat fact that
the miracle wss a good dedd, not a crime(v. 9). Then he boldly stated that it
took plnce in the name of the hoted Nazareni‘ﬁwzziﬁé for whose curcifixion they
were res-onsible and fron which death God raised Him (v. 10). He called attembion
to the fact th t Messiah's rejection was predicted in the 0ld Testament (v. 11 cf.
Psa. 118:22))and finally he offered salvation to them in that same name (v. 12).

C. The Punishment, 13-22
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While Peter »nd John were absent the senhedrin in conferende recognized th-t
.. thev ¢~uld not deny the occurrence of the miracle bub~that their problem was to keep
this doctrine of t e resurrection of Jesus from svregding. So they charged Peter
and John not to sneak in His n=me any more. $heir‘rep1y was simple: We must obey
witnessto -
God and speak what we have seen(vv. 19-20). "Unlearned and ignorant" in vers8d 13
simply means untrained formally in the Rabbinic schools. Exzdemsxuobxmeem "That
they had been with Jesus“ in the same verse is probably to be understood as referring
physical,not jpwm o o “Iparticnlarly
to their bm with the Lord durlmz the last week of His earthly life.
IT, THE POWER, 32-37

A. Because of the right use of Prayer, 23-31

After being threatened the dis;éples returned to their own
céﬁ%gﬁy to pray. First they addressed God as Lord{v. 2ij). This is
not tle usual word for Lord but the one from which comes the English
word despot. It is used for the absolute relationship of a master
to his slaves (cf. I Tim. 6:1-2; Tit. 2:9; I Pet. 2:18). Second, they
showed their recognition of the power of God (v. 2ub)# particularly
as it was displayed in the act of creation. Third, they submitted
themselves to the plan of God (vv. 25-28), As they prayed the Spirit
opened to them the memaing of Psalm 2 as it applied to the
cricufixion of Christ. The responsibility for that act is laid
upon Hgrod, Pontius Pilate, Gentiles and the people of Igrael (e 273
and the human responsibility is interwoven witﬁjﬁredeteermined
plan of God (. 28). Fourth, they presentdtheir petitions to God
(vv. 29-30)., Even in the stress of the situation their prayer was
filled mainly with praise, not petition., But they did ask for
one thing--boldness and for-that boldness te=be cofif®rmed by miracles.
They did not ask the Lord to remove the threats nor to relieve them
of the problem, but to give them boldness to cmtinue to testify/ and
for canfirmation of their message by signs and wonders.

The answer was given with another infilling of the Spirit which
was seen in this instance visibly by the shaking of their meeting place.
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And when they were filled again (as they had been on the day of
Pentecost, 2:li) they spoke the Word with boldness,
B. Because of the right use of the Purse, 32-27

"Mondy talks!"™ And it did in the early church. The fellowship

was strengthened and needs met by the voluntary agreement to hold
things in common. This is not "Christian communism." The sale of
property was quite voluntary (v, 3Lt). The right of possession was
not abolished., The community did not control the money until it
had v?luntarily been given to the apostles. The distpibution was

AL

not éQually but according to need. These are not communistic principles.

W
I
This is Christian charity in its finest display.

One of those who had a large part in this fellowship of goods
was Barnabas, He was a Cypriot, evidently wealthy, called an apostle
(14:1), and one whose spiritual gift was exhortation (cf. 11:23).
But here he is an outstanding example of the love of Christ ruling

the heart and displaying itself in caring for other believers,
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PURITY , PURGING, AN® PERSEQWWION, 5:1-42
1. PURLITY, 1-11

"For the time is co.e that judgment must begin at the house ofbod" (I
Pet. 4:17). Satan had been unsuccessful in his attempts to thrawt the message
of the resurrection by attacking the church frow without; so he gziggk:gmad$§¥€
brows from within. But God intervened to preserve the purity of the testimony
by purging out the weak members of the group. Sometimes subtraction is
better than addition.
A. The Occasionj

Barnabas'# generosity was undoubtedly beem applaued in the church,
This set Ananias and Sapphie® %o thinking. They too had some real estate and
they tesz wanted acclaim. So they sold the property and agreed siuply to pretend
that they were giving all that they nad received for it to the church, Their
sin was hypocrisy. No regulation required them to give theentire éum; but
honesty in whatever they did decide to do was required. They simply pretaaded
greater devotedness to Uhrist than they actually had, and for this they were
judged.
B. The Operation

God operated and cut out t:.is cancereds sefe in the group. Peter was
the means used by God, not to call down judgment?but to point out the sin.
He diagnosed it as a sin against the Holy Spirit (vv. 3,9) which God judged
by physical death. All sin is judged though God may not choose d&o do it ahways
in the same manner. Heaven's silence is not heaven‘;}l consent, and God hates

A

sin in His people just as much today agggé:demonstrated His hatred in this
instance, PFrither is physical death an uncommon punishment for sin in New
Tesztament tiﬁ;é (ecf. I Cor., 11:30; 1 Jn. 5:16).

C. Tne Outcome
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There were three immediate results of this purging. First, the purity
of the church was preserved in tac®, Second, a wnolesome}godly fear pervaded
the group (v. 11)., 1t was a dangerous thing to be a follower of Christ unless
one was willing to walk straight., Third, new power was experienced by the
believers., Signs and wonders were performed and many people were added to
the Lord "multitudes both of men and women" (v. 14). Nothing will sap the
power of a church's testimony mbre quickly than pews filled with sinning
Christians. There is no substitute for personal purity but it costs to

attain it.
11, PrdosCOULON, 12-42
A, The Prelude, 12-16
Second

Certain events within and outside the church led up to theﬁpersecution.
One was the miracle working power of the apostles, This authentidded the
message and drew fire from the Sadducees., Another was the accord of the
believers (v. 12) which set the Christians apart. Ap third was the
growing number being added to the Christian group. This alarmed the
Jewish leaders,
B. The Prison, 17-2la

Again it was the “addueees who, enraged by the preaching of the
resurrection, had t:ie dpostles cast into prison., svidently they planuned to
gather in council the next morning to examine and punish the apostles.
But God had other plans, and sent an angel of the Lord wgg openefl the
prison and co mandgﬁ them to doi%gg very thing that had gotten them
imprisoned. The aposiles' full obedience is startling, for early in the
morning they were in the temple again preaching.
C. The Preaching, 21b-39

When the smnhedrin sent for the prisoners they found none. But
someone ha& todd them that the prisoners were free and teaching in the

temple again. So upon recapturing them they charged them with two things:

first)thay disobedience to their previous order not to tesch in the neme of
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Jesus ,and second, pla nning to charge the sanhedrin with the death of Jesus(v. 28).
' ' obedience to

To this Peter simply replied thatf$33=&5ng£ God weok priority over obedience

to man(v. 29), and then he took tne opportunity to present the message once

again to them., "Thewm that obey Him" in verse 32 is not some s.ecial gooup of

believers to whom the Spirit is given but all -bheliewers who have obeyed

bg believing €&f., Hom. 1:5). The effect on the hearers was one of rage,

not repentance (v. 33).

On the previous night in jail God used supernatural means to deliver
the apostles. Now He used natural means——the sz@e counsel of one of the most
celebrated teachers of the law, Gamalie%;-to steopzize prevent any harm coming
to the apostles, Gamaliel was a Pharisee and may have been motivated only
by the desirefﬁgﬁigg'&st the Sadduceeépggithhe point. At any rate his
suggestionjﬂg:"Hands off." He suggested do;ging the issue whereas he might

[¢] 1 aims zf!,"_,y--a_‘(‘.;;
have suggested investigating the truds of the message. He recalled twomgggggnbs

that of that of /

~ e

——Jheudas and Judasy: which petered out because they were not of Godjandlcun%¢h/‘{
. - - . 0 . W“, , :

sai#d that this Jesus movement would do likewise if it wasS not.
D. The Punishment, 40-42

The sanhedrin agreed, but nonetheless had the apostles beaten for
their disobedience to their previous command (cf. Deut 25:2-3). Then they
released the apostles[ who departed rejoicing that they were worthy to
suffer for their Lord and who continued daily to preach and teach Christ

; Soweas : ; S Wi

both in private houses and in the temple, These were men with singleness

of purpose-—obey the great commission of tneir risen Lord.



a3
Te

WORKERS TOGHTHER W1TH GOD, 6:1-7
A. Theé@vg’&-”“lfmmts, 1-2,4
Widows had always received particular attention from God in the legislation
of tne Uld Testament., Iiany of them had believed in Christ and became then the

responsibility of the new church. ome were Hellenistic Jews (that is, they

5
had originally come from coun%%gegmggtg{ﬁgkof PalestineA} and others were
Yalestinian Jew&(iwho spoke Hebrew and observed all the custo.s of zhse Judaisel
The former group charged that their widows were being neglected in the
ddly distribution of the relief‘money. Legitimate of not, the charge was
one of the reasonS for téééﬁgé&géﬁ_additional workers.

Coupled with that was the bucreasing burden of the work which had fallen
on t.e aposlies. They could not dexemeryiaimx continue to minister the VWord and
mainister relief to the widows, so they suggested additional workers to
assume some of the load.

(Coqpmirime S
B. The ¥Nerm for-s@s=forkems, 3

Five qualifications were required.

L7
' (1/ These helpers were to be men. The Greek word used is thespecific one which

means males. )

-

(2)‘@E;;,£;; to be believers—-"among you." No outsiders were to have part

in the government of thne churchf)

(3) Thé& £é& to be repﬁtéhié. This is the meaning of "of honesi report."
Public testimony had to certify their sterling character (cf. I Tim. 3:7; 5:103
Pit, 1:6).,

(4Y They had to be spiritual--"full of the liody Ghost." This was the normal,

not unusual, expectation of the church,

(5) They had to be wise, This involves natusil senss intelligence as well

# 4
N A \wio Ern

as bmy%e Spirit.
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~C, Pre Mture_of the—ork; 5T
G _The Resuhl of the Workers
C. The Hestlts, 5-7
The multitude, pleaséd a§ the requirements set forth by the apostles,
chose seven men. The names of all seven are Greek, and although it does
not necessarily prove that they were all Hellenistic Jews, it does show that
they were chosen in the interestﬁ of the Hellenists who had loéged the complaint.
; the seven
The apostles directed, but the multitude chose. Then tEsys were ordained;
that is, the apostles laid their hands on them as a sign of their association wwh Vi,
in the work (cf. Lev. 382 ). The aposiles identified themselves with the work
of tne seven through this act.
As a reault the Word of Uod increased (v. 7) simply because the
aposiles had more time to devote to it. Too, many were added to the church
including a company of priests.

Pt

tood ¥
Usmally this passage 1su%a§£3:gg-the ch0081ng of the first deacons

J‘/ﬂf--—
since the word "serve" in verse 2 is the verb from which we get the werd deacon.

a technical
However, it is 2 question whether the word is being used in an-eificizl sense
to indicate the establisnment of the office of deacon or whether the word
is being used in a general sense of those who serve as it is frequently in
Acts (ef. 1:17,25, 6:1,43 113295 12:25; 19:22; 20:24; 21:19). Perhaps these

seven should be called helpers rather than official deacons though the office

of deacon had clearly developed by tht ti.e of Paul's first imprisonme nt (Phil. 1l:1).
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THE FIRST MARTYR, Bzz 6:8-=8:1a

\\

Oht éttentlon is now tmmned to one of those seven helpers, Stephen.
His name mednsfcrown hh was the first to wear tnemartyr's crown.,
loo, he was the historical link between Peter and Faul, for it is at wtepehen's
stoning that Paul is first mentioned.

1. THE STIRRING OF THiE PEOVLE, 8:8-T:l

Stephen was a '"deacon" to whom God also gave the respansibility of

ministering the wWord and whose ministry was confirmed by signs and wonders.
partlcularly among the Hellenlstlc Jews in YJerusalem
Apparently his ministry was ial i —ih re
who according to verse 9 may hdve had as many as five synagogues,

-L‘euanlsm—d—e. i J .HS

By some means these unbelieviang Jews were able to stir up thne pepple and

they accused Stephen before the “anhedrin., The charge was two-fold:

I

(1) Stephen was speaking against the temple and (2) he was changing tnelaw
of liopses, The charge also labelled him as a blasphemer. As he preparéd o
answer,the Banhedrin saw nis face shining as the face of an angel (cf. Bxod,
34:29; 11 Cor. 3:18).
11, THE SugiON OF STEPHEN, T#2-53

This is the longest sermon recorded in theBook of Acts. It is as long
&s the three of Paul's together, and it is an able defense for the claims of
Jesus Christ(although His name is not used and He is referred to only in v. 52).
The text of the message is fou d in versa 51: "As your fathers did, so do ye."
Stephen proved this point by citing the simple facts of Jewish history and
climaxing nrszwerds with the contemporary rejection of Jesus,

*~ Stphen first cited the history of Abraham (vv. 2-8), for te him all

Jews 1ooked/ and to him tne promise @£z concerning theseed was given.
Stpehen then passed to Jo5eph (vv. 9-16) possibly because Joseph is such a good
type of Christ. lie was sold because of envy (cf. lark 15:10) but qu was

with him (cf. Acts 20233 10:38); there was & famine>wnich pictured Israzel's
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condition at that time; and it was the second time when Joseph was revealed
to his brethren just as it will be at our Lord's second coming that Israel
will recognize Him,

ET%%%E& Stepuen spoke of ioses (vv. 17-38). The charge that had
been levelled at him waszi concerned his relationship to loses. He pointed
out how loses, the deliverer, had been rejected by his own people at first,
and how lioses prophesied concerning Christ who was to come (v. 37).
(Note that the word translated "church" in v. 38 should be translised "assemblyg."
This is the non-technical use of the word and in no way implies that the church
waszinzt existed in Old Testament times,)Y But even =after mOses)the apostasy
continued (vv. 39—53). while lloses was receiving the law the people were
making a gold calf (v. 41). They worshipped the hosts of heaven, Moloch and
Remphan (vv. 42-43). This brought him to the time of Solomon and his temple,
and since he hhd been accused of defaming the temple he reminded his audience
that God does not dwell in temples made by men (cf. 1. Kg. 8:27; lsa. 66:1-2),
Finally Stephen applied his message to the Sanhedrin., You, he said,

are doing the same as your forefathers by rejecting God's message through Jesus,

This, he charged, was a sin against the Holy Spirit, and he laid the blame

.
Y2

for the slaying of Christ squarely at_ﬁgkfymééet'(v. 52).
I1II. THE STONING OF STEPHEN, T7:54--8:la

As Stpehen bore down with the truth the members of the council began
to murmur and become disorderly. Finally}under so much conviction of hearEjthey
interrupted his mesza defense and rushed on him in preparation for stoning.
So angered were they at hiw that they literally gnashed their teeth at—nip.
like ravenous beasts, stopped their ears so as not to hear 4im, cast him
out of the city, and stoned him. There was no vote ﬂbr recognition of the fact
that the Sanhedrin did not of itself have the power of sentencing to death.

AART Amid all théhconfﬁsion stood the serene figure of Stephen! sustaﬁined

by the rismm Lord standing on the right band of God., This position indicates



25
His ministry as a Melchisedec priest giving sustenance to His people (cf.
A
Gen. 14:18). Christ's work of redeeming is finished%fthus in this respect He

P B

is seated; but His work of upholdiné His own goes on——in this respect He is

standiig};a
And as the stoning proceeded Stpphen kneeled and ?sked - 0 ke

LU} vk-25-5Y
receive his spirit and not to lay this sin te the charge of the Jewsﬁ This

is a rare example of a prayer directed to the'Second Person of the Trinity).
Then he fell asleep and was ushered immediately in the presence of his S8avior,
But the story does not end there., The first sentence of the next
chapter completes it. Stephen was dead,but God's work lived on and would
soon be carried on through the life of the man Saul who was standing by
holding Stpphen's clothes and consenting to his death. Out of seeming

tragedy came new advance. Out of Stephen came Paul.
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9.
ENFORCED EXPANSION, 8:1-40
The Great Commission was not confined to Jerusalem but included Judea,
Samaria and the uttermost part of the earth, Tne means God used to spread the
good news beyond Jerusalem was the fourth persecution {1l-4) with its
resultant witness in Samaria (5-25) and on the Gaza road (26-40).
1. THE PERSECUTION IN JERUSALEM, 1-4

justice of the
In Jerusalem opinion was evidently divided over theﬁ?eath of Stephen,

Some devout Jews were not so sure that the right thing had been done and they

saw to his burial (v. 2). @zaeps For others his death only whetted their appetites,
and they intensified their persecution of the Christians. This time, however,

the apostles were not zm directly attacked; only the disciples were scattered.

One of the chief persecutors, and the man who now begins to dominate the

Book of Acts, was Saul. The intensity of his attacks is shown by the

AT Thoat™
facﬁf that he went into the homes, he included women, and he saw to it that
i’\/‘." L o 1:’"" ﬂ’}'ﬁ_y/
they were imprisoned. Beating and loss of property would aleo have been
f

iﬁﬁﬁﬁwedt According to 11:19 those who were scattered went as far as
rhoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch,

11, THE PREACHING IN SAMARIA, 5-25
Ohoer) e
Another deacon is now brought to our attention, Rhidip went to Samaria
’ ":‘y}J pLIPOOe el
preaching taez#ez Christ to tkem., One of those who heanﬁ was Simon the

sorcerer who had deceived the people with his claims. He too believed (v. 13)

and was baptized. However, his faith was evidently not unto salvation (ef. v. 19

and Jas. 2:8%282 14-20), for he apparently only believed that Jesus was a
great power from God and he did not receive Hig as his Saviour. He believed facts
about Jesus but did not transfer his trust to Him.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard what had hhppened they sent Peter
‘i';?f At > o ",1“'5 N Y i

and John to verify thingds. ey their hands on them the gift of the Spirit
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was imparted to the Samaritans as wel{) ﬂhﬁﬂ’bimonjsaW"tais great miracle

J’? offered memsy to buy this power thinking it would enhance his sorcery.
But Peter discerned the true state of his heart andmbesought h%ﬁu%g repent
of his wickedness.
Why was tue gift of the Spirit delayed until the coming of Peter and Johﬁz

To answer this we must recall who the Samaritans were. They were half-caste
Jews (ef. II Kings 17:24; Bzra 4; Neh. 63 John é) who had their own rival
worship system. "The Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans" (Jn. 4:9).
If the Spirit had been given to the Samaritans while Philip was preaching
then the Samaritans might well have thought that their brand of Christianity
was distinct from the Judean brand just as their existing worship was
distincet from Judaism. Thus there would have been two churches., But by

in the giving of the Spirit,
using the hands of Peter and John, apostles from Jerusalem,ﬂGod assured
unity in the infant church. In the house of Cornelius (10:44) there was
no delay in order to prove to the Jews present that Gentiles were coming
into the church on an equal basis with them.

111. THE PREACHING ON THL GAZA ROAD, 26-40

) Gaza was originally a frotress cityzzbakzi on the rodd to Egyps.
2 ]
g g

In 96 B.C. it was utterly destroyed)and while anew city was rebullt, the

|
i -

road to Hgypt ran through the old fortress which was desertg(ed).

Travelling on this road was an of icial of the wueen of Lithopia (all of
Africa south of Egpyt) who, evidently as a proselyte of the gate (Deut. 23:1),
had been to Jerusalem to worship. As he was refiurning he was reading

Isaiah when he met Philip.

Philip's steps jathIs part—ef—ue chapisp were definitely ordered of
the Spirit. FEngaged in a most successful evangelistic work in Samaria the
Spirit commanded him to interrupt it and go to the Gaza road (v. 26).

Because Philip obeyed, tn&Spirit directed his next move which was to join

himself to the Ethopian's chariot(v. 29). How many other chariots passed
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previously we do not know, but it was not until Philip had explicit leadigg
that he moved from the side of the road. But when tolid to speak to the

Wthopian Philip was bold to invade his privacy and wisely speak to him

i O
the Scripture which ne was engaged in reading. He showed

the man that lsaiah was speaking of Christ who wus the Jesus of Nazareth
of whom the Lthopian had heard a great deal in Je usalem, Philip apparently x{,,
fg®instructed him concerning baptism, fogés soon as they saw water the
Ethopian requested it. (Verse 37 is not in the best manuscripts&bnd_r

§ 15 be! &5 After this the Spirit caught Phiiip away
Azgtus i 18 \ ;
é%g %opﬂgﬁﬁgdl and continued preaching as he made his way north to Caesarea

a eventuall . P 1 y homif L Wt pemdly Loy Eomis

where he apparen § made his home (alf&B).f\Because of P =p-ls fensitivity

to the leading of the bpirit/the gospel had now gone to Ethopia, one of the

uttermost parts,
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THE CONVERSION OF PAUL, 9:1-31

-
aztarz This—is & turning point in the Book of Aets with the introduction

et Nty & Voonias

(B fa VAL

of the man who wizz dowinated the narrative from this point oq}p Th%.chabger B L,
is the firstof three accounts of Paul's conversion in scts (ef., 22:1-163 26:9-18).
1. THE CONVERSION, 1-9
Paul was a determined man whose very life breath was "breth threatenings
and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord." Hk was like a warhorse
who had the scent of battle (for the verb is literally breathing EE)/ and
Ee cast his eyes
who was looking for new fields to conquer./\To the north where lay Damascus
whgﬂﬁwihﬁﬂ§f:éé a large group of Christians. Perhaps some had been in
Jerusalem for Pentecost and had returned with the news of the events of that
day. Those who believed had not been persecuted, for they had not even been
forced to separate from the synagogues (82:22). But Paul had in wmind changing
all that, so he asked for authority from the high preest in Jerusalem
to bring any Damascus Christians to Jerusalem for trial.
God had other pldans. Four things stand out in this account of Paul's
sgl;af?t:an ;
Virst, it is evident from the Lord's words "it is hard for thee to kick
ageinst the pricks" that in his innermost soul Paul was under convietion.
He hﬁ&z%%%ﬁ trying to stifle the goading of his conscience asrieir—the
exemplary +ives vf the—beljevers hadprodded. by increasidg the intensity of
hix persecution.
Second, there was conversion. As the voice from heaven asked "Why
began to o <
persecutest thou me?"Jit beganzio dawned on Paul that Jesus of Nazareth was
the Messiah and Lord. And this tzemenm life-changing truth was confirmed to
him when the Lo?d said, "1 am Jesus whom thou persecutest." 1In that moment

when he recognized Jesus as his lessiah and placed his faith in Him Paul

became a new man in Christl
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Third, there was consécration. Paul was one of those faru persons
who settled the matter of life service at the same time as he settled the
question of the salvation of nis soul (ecf, 1 Sam. 3:9). When.he asked
"What wilt thou have me to do?" he was offering the Lord all his life for
service without reservation.
Fourth, there was communion during the three days he was without
sight, food, and water.
11. THE CHRONOLOGY, 10-31
A, Damascus, 10-22
On the scene appeared one of whom nothing is previously recorded
and who disappears from the record almost as soon as he appears., Ananias
to whom the Lord appeared was God's instrument in Paul's infant Christian life.
After being assured by the Lord that Paul was a changed man (vv, 13-16)
Ananias immediately went to the house of Judas in Straight Street, Damascus,
to minister to Paul in the matters of hissight, his baptism, his Filling
with the Spirit, his physical need for foo d, and communion in the things
of the Lord. After some days Paul began to preach Christ in the synagogues
of Damascus. Phe people couldn't believe what they heard, for here was
the arch-persecutor now preaching tue faith which he had set out to destroy.
B. Arabia, Galatians 1:17
In this passage Paul reveals the fact that immediately af%er nis
conversion he spent three years in Arabia before going to Yerusalem
extended
to see the apeelles. This period of time is referred to in Acts enzz apparently
only by the phrase "after that many days were fuldilled" (9:23). To what
specific spot in Arabia the apostle rﬁ%%é%ﬂ we do not know, but it may have
been a deserted place or it may well have been to one of the cities
fo the south of Palestine. Weither are we given any clue as to how he
spent his time there, but evidently he was reorienting himself and his

ey

theology in the light of néé Damascus Road experience.
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In addition to all his previouéh}raining in the Habbinical school of ﬁmmalie%

God considered that he still needed three more years before he %&%lgrepared
for service,
C. Damascus, 23-25
Paul's testimony in the synagogues of Damascus wes even more powerful
after hisArabian sojournwy—so much so that the Jews plot.ed against his life;
and tbe had the disciples not nelped him escape by letting him over the city
/ o i

wall in a basket, presumably hi;;}féé;ﬁoﬁiﬁ;haﬁékbeaﬁ;igkan-
D. Jerusalem, 26-29 (cf. Gal, 1:18-19)

When FPaul came to Jerusalem the disciples were afraid of him, still
fearing that he was not really a follower of the Lord, But Barnabas
vouched for him , and he remained there about 15 days, witnessing particularly
to the Hellenistic Jews (with whom Paul had cooperated in the death of Stephen)
with such effectiveness that again his life was in jeopardy.
. Tarsus, 30-31

When the plot was discovered the disciples took Paul to tﬁg-seaport,
Caesarea, and he went home to Tarsus. He was probably there about six or seven
years before he was called ito help Barnabas in ithe work at Antioch. This must
have been a very difficult tiue, for the one who had wone away as a promising

g’ '
rabbinical student had now returned a despised Christian,
g

s B
Nald
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THE CONVERSION OF THy GENTILESY 9:32-11:18
GuNT1LES 1N THE CHURCH, 9:32--11:18

1. THE PREPARATION OF THE MBESSENGER, 9:32--10:22

A, Peter the Leader, 9:32-43

The action returns again to Peter who was visiting the churches
in Palestine which were having good growth (v. 31). When he came to Lydda
he was used in the healing of Aeneas who had been siZek paralgzed for eight
years/ and who apparently was an unbeliever. Since Aeneas' paralytic condition
was well-known in the region, his miraclous healing,kpeafi—aivo-welit—lenown,
became the means of causing many to turn %o the Lord.

lieanwhile, at nearby Joppa on the coast, a female disciple, Dorcas,
who hzd spent her days doning good works in making clothes for the needy,
died, When the disc:ples heard that Feter was only 10 miles away in Lydda
they sent for him, When he came he found the widows (probably those who had
received clothes from Dorcas) weeplng in the upper chamber where her body

in imitation of the Lordsin the house of Jairas (liatt. 9:25),
had been laid. Peter asked them all to leave and kneeiingzdewnz having prayed

/

he coumanded Vorcas to azzsmz come to life, When she saw Peter sne sat up,
he offered her help, and he presented nher alive to the waiting people.
This too became known in the vieinity, and like the healing of Aeneas it
was the cause of many turning to the Lord. And Peter remained there a&s the
guest of Simon the tanner.
B. Peter the Learner, 10:1-22

The scene now shifts to Caeserea, 27 miles up the coast where we are
introduced to a distinguished centurion who commanded tgé-hundred men of
the ltalian band. He, of course, was a Gentile, but a very devout one.
Probably he was a proselyte of the gate; that is, he believed in the God
of Judaism and His government, but had not yet taken any of the steps to

become a full-fledged proselyte, He was a generous and prayerful man (v. 2).

However, he was not yet a saved man (cf. 11:14) even though he was so very

religious,
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As he waspraying one day a%f angel of God appeared and told him
to send for Peter in Simon the tannerds house in Joppa. limediately, doubting
nothing, Corneliuoa sent two of his servanits to Joppa.
The next day when the messengers were nearing Joppa, Peter, waiting
for the noon meal, was on the flat roof of #hezh Simon's house praying.

ceremonially
He fell into a trance and saw a great sheet full of all sorts of unclean

7
animals being let down from heaven. Suddenly a voice comuanded: "Rise, Peter;

he L
kill, and eat." Peter appmmently recognized the order as frgﬁeGeﬁfdbut

he did not acknowledge the Lord's right to command him to do what was forbidden

.
1 ¥
7 4

by the lMosaic law, for=d#~Few=to-do. ~BaezhexrepizEd His reply wag<;“g£;;£ U
i

contradictidnn: "Hot so, Lordj' ﬁwr?if He is Lord one cannot saj; "Not so",
and if one says}“&&t so", lie cannol be Lord. But God assured him that He
had cleansed these animals, and repeated the action three times.
V&q<§ At this p oint zhs Cornelius' servants appeared, and since the Lord
had told Peter that he should go with them, he did. All the time he was
pondering the meaning of the vision, which was simply that unclean Gentiles
were n&g to be cleansed by the gospel of Christ{ and brought into the church
on the same basis as Jewish believers.,
k. 11, THE PRBACHING O# THE MESSAGE, 10:23--11:18

When they arrived in Caeserea Cornelius was waiting for them
with his relatives and friends. What faith Cornelius disPIay§J;n calling
together these folks to hear someone he had been told to bend for in a
vision prezeh spezk some strange message to them! 1t was the third day
since the vision of the sheet full of unclean animals, but s those days
Peter had comprehended what God was trying to say to him %wzz883z2 =bout the
Gentiles' coming into the blessings of the gospel(v. 28). Thus the message

was first preached to them in the house of Cornelius.
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Peter opened by declarling that he now understood that God was no
respecterof persons, a fact which the 0ld Testament affirms repeatedly (cf.
Deut. 10:17; 11 Sam, 11::14; 1I Chron. 19:7). God's message to all peoples
is peace by Jesus Christ (v. 36). Then the essential facts of the life and
|nrtas
death of Christ é;e stated--He proved Himself by His life (v. 38), He
was crucified (v. 39), He was raised and seen by predetermined witnesses
(vv. 40-41), and He will someday judge the living and the daaﬂ{(v. 42).
They Peter invited these Gentiles ("whosoever") to believe in Him and
receive remission of* sins f(v. 43).
Apparently Peter did not really finish his meesage, for
/bﬁé he was speaking the “pirit fell upon these people who believed the
message, and they spoke in tongues aﬁzgﬁé evidence of the Spirit's coming.
This, of course, was completely astonished the Jewish brethren with Peter
ise

(note that Peter had,garniEL%y taken along witnessesfﬁbf. v. 23), for this

'
clearly meant that God wad received these Gentiles into the fellowship

not only on an equal basis with the Jews bﬁk eptirely apart from Jzzéﬁh

= 3
laying on ogigégds. The Spirit's coming at the moment of salvation is the
normal pattern as seen here in the conversion of the Gentiles, and the
gift of tongues was the sign to the Jews present of God's working.tefz
Water baptism followed and #ks Peter and the others remained a few days with
the new converts., +% must have been a tima¢ of very happy and precious
fellowship enjoying their oneness in Christ.

But all were not happy over these Gentile converts, Thags brethren
in Jerusalem heard what had happened and they accused Peter of violating
Jewish pxinekpiex law by eating with uncircumcised Gentiles., They had not
yet learngd the lesson of the sheet filled with unclean animals but still
considered Christianity to be exchhsively for Jewiih believers, So Peter
rehearsed for them the events 66 the previous days (11:1-18). He told them
of the great sheet, of the baptizing work of the Ypirit on Gentiles just

as He had done for them at Pentecost (vv. 15-16), mentioned the presence of

and
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the six Jewish brethren he had taken with him to Caeserea. Then ﬁé

simply rested his case by asking, l%oGSHX&ggs%gr Gentiles what He h%&'done

for us, who was 1 to withstand God? (v. 17). .When the leaders heard thes:

facts they too glorified God for having given eternal life to Ghe Gentiles,
Ihermonowsly.

The first test had been successfully passed, but the church was to deal

N,
again with this problem of (ewish-Gentile relations in-the—emareh (chy’15).
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THE CHURCH AT ANTIOCH, 11:19-30
’_}—,'. THE FOUNDING OF THE CHURCH, 19-21

—one
Luke now returns to the persecution of Stephen and related some—of

A

b it
the events which followed; anmely, the scattering of the disciples, They

were driven as far as Phenice (Phoenicia-Q where Tyre and Sidon are located),
Cyprus, and Antoich, and their preaching was restricted to Jews only.
Probably the events recorded here preceeded in point of time the
preaching in the house of Cornelius{ so that those who were scatéered had
not heard that God was now including Gentiles in Hiswgzigﬁéeé.
Many Jews who heard believed and turned to the Lord.
II. THE FURTHERING OF THE WRRK CHURCH, 22-26

The word of the conversion of these people got back to JErusalem

which, because of seniority, location, and connection with the aﬁostles,

continued to be the "mother church.' Barnabas was dispatched to see what was
likely

going on. Brokahiyx He wasAFhosen because he was a Hellenist as were many of

these new converts and he was a Cypriot as were many of the preachers.

He also possessed the spiritual gqualities necessary for such a ministry, for

he was a godd man (void of any censuring spirit), full of the Spirit and of faith,

Coming to Antioch he saw the grace of God in the changed lives of the believers

(cf. 13:12 for another example of doctrine in action) and exhorted them to

cleave to the Lgrd. He also saw that a second person would be necessary to

halpy carry on the work there properly and so he sent for Saul in Tarsus.

1t is possible that the apostles in J&rusalem had authorized Barnabas to
Barnabas had o

send for Saul even before kaﬁleft Jerusalem since it seemed to be their

custom to send two perople on such missions (ef. 8:11). at any rate both

of fhem ministered in the church for a year teachding and exhorting the people.

It was in Antioch that the disdples were first called Christians. The

word appears in the N w T stament only here, Acts 26:28, and I Peter k4:16.

It was not a term which God gave them nor which they bestowed upon themselves,
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with
but oneﬁwhich the Romans dubbed them (for it would be very unlikely that J s

would have used any name whth Christ in it)axdxﬂxankxznzaiﬂzkaznznandxznmnﬁakhgx
~-designatien)y»—- The word means a partisan of Christ or one who belongs to
Dhrist!s party. Thus the work was furthered through the proper exercise of
gifts in the mlnlstrles of Barnabas and Saul and through the distinet marking
off of the believersﬂla_Chn;aﬂﬁﬁﬂs."hf
III. THE FUNCTIONING OFTHE WORK, 27-30

Soon the church had an opportunity to minister in material things in

return for the spiritual ministry they had received. Prophets from JErusalem

Agabus, one of them,

came to Antioch andﬁprophesied of a famine to come (which did in the days of
/

i

Claudius whose entire reign was plagued with shortages). Whenthe church
heard of it they not only believed the prophecy but acted by collecting
and sending to Jerusalem relief money. Barnabas and Saul were chosen to

carry thés benevolence and they are called elders. This is the first use of
this word in Acts though the dfice was undoubtedly ad carry-over from the
organization of the synagogue without any formal institution in the church.

It is worthy of notice that this dispensing of meney was entrusted only to
these high officers in the churbh, and that it was considered important enough

to send away the two outstanding teachers in the church.
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THE FIFTH PERSECUTION, 12:1-25
I. THE DEVILMENT OF HEROD, 1
For the fifth time now the church mwasz in JLrusalem was plagued with
persecution. First it was by the elders, rulers, and scribes (ch;h). Then
it was fromthe Sadducees because of the preaching of the resurrection (ch.3).
Those of the synagogue#g of the Libertines hounded Stpphen to death (ch.6).
sfterxbhHiR Along with this Saul headeé?intense persecution of the church
at JErusalem so that all but the apostles were scattered{ (ch.8). This
fifth persecution was instigated by Herod about the same time that Paul
and Barnabas were visiting the churches in Judea (11:29-30). This T rod was
Herod Adrippa I, grandson of H rod the Great who was ruling at the time of the
birth of Christ. He was a man wggicultivated the good will of the Jews

by observing their customs and preferring their company. Erorder—fusther—to—

court their Tavor ie—had—James—the brother of Fekakiltled- He is described

in secular sources as a mild, liberal, yet ambitious ruler.
IT. The Death of James, 2
In order further to court the favor of the Jews Herod had James the

brother of J hn killed. This son of Zebedee was decapitated in fulfillment
of
of the Lord's prophepy in Mark 10:39. It is interesting to note that these
inseparable
two brothers one was the first apostle to die and the other was, as far as we

f

know, the last.
III. THE DELIVERANCE OF PETER, 3-19

When Hmrod saw that the slaying of James pleased the Jews, he proceeded

~

3

(e e
to extend his bedevilment of the church by seizing Peter. The time was Passover,
14th to 21st Nisan, Easter time, and the year was the year of Herod*E death, A.D.lhL.
But Herod did not want to kill Peter until after Passover since the Jews would
able
have been occupied with the rituals of Passover and less a#t to appreciate

fully wvhat he was doing for them.

In the meantime the church was prayiéng, and in answer to their prayers
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God delivered him the night before his planned execution. But Peter was
sleeping that night! Undoubtedly he remembered the promise of the Lyrd
that he would live to be an elderly man (Jn. 21:13). The deliverance was
accomplished by an angel of the Lord and in the face of the strictest precautions

. (two by Peter's side and two at the door)
Herod could make. Two chains and four soldiersIWere supposed to keep him safe

_é;;'the exeuutioner., Herod memembered what hdd happened before (£+39) when
Peter was in jaﬁi%}aﬁé he didn't want amy repeat performanced. He=everm mad
But the power of Géd is greater thaa that of any Herod, and the chains fell off,
the doors of the prison were opered, and Peter thought he was seeing a vidion.
This is most natural particularly in view of his recent experience with the
vision of the great sheet.

However, when he came to himself he realized what had happened (v. 11).
Then a very real problem faced him--vhere should a marked man go? He decided to
go first where the church was gathered praying to let them know of his deliverence.
So he went to the house of M'ry the mother of J,hn Mark, The damsel who answered
the door could not believe that their prayers were being answered and thought

spirit '

it was Peter's angel (or spiritual coumbterpart). Peter had to continue knocking,

and when he finally convinced them that it was he, he related how the Lord had
delivered him. Then he thought of his personal safefy and departed into hiding
in ai?qg;:dﬁnnamééiiﬁ:¥ﬁéztext. Of course, when the news got out that Peter was
gone someone had to pay, and it was the soldiers who had bemn assigned to guard
him who paid with their lives. Thus the fifth persecution ended in death for
one'(James) and deliverence for another (Peter). Inscrutible are the ways of God.
| Iv. THE DESTRUCTION OF HEROD, 20-23
After the deliverence of Peter Herod went to Caesarea. While
there an attempt was made at reconciliation between Herod and the &hief cities
of Phofenicia, Tyee and Sidon. The cause of the trouble is unknown,but although
Tyre and Sidon were free cities under the Romans they had to maintain good

relations with Herod since their they were economically dependent on Herod's

b
territory. Blastus, the king's chamberlain, was their intermediary and_agggﬁ
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a reconciliation was evidently effected. The pubdic announcemant of this
was evidenbly- apparently made on a festival day (perhaps the anniversayy of
the Epperor's birthday). The people responded by shouting, "God's voice, not
a man's!" Forthwith an angel of the Ldrd smote him because he did not
repudiate the titie ~
danzxkhnﬁacclaimation and thus did not give God His glory. Josepheus
says that Herod was immediately seized with violent internal pains and that
he lingered in agony for five days before he finally died.
V. THE DISSEMINATION OF THE WORD, 2k-25
In contrast to the persecutor's miserable demise, the Word of God
flourished (cf. 6:7; 9:31). Persecution only promoted the Word. In the
meantime Paul and Barnabas had fulfilled their mission Sf bringing the famine

relief money to the churches in Judea, so they returned to Antioch taking with them

John Mark.
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THE FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY, 13:1-14:28

Chapter 13 marks a major division point in the book of Acts. The first
twelve chapters have recorded the events of the spread of Christianity in
Jerusalem, Judea and Bamaria. Now the third part of the Gpeat Commission
begins to be fulfilled, andthe gospel is taken to the uttermost part of the earth.
Whereas 1-1#% traced the progress of the message from J;rusalem to Antioch, 13-28
records the movement from Antioch to Rome,
I. EVENTS IN ANTIOCH, 13:1-4
The church at Antioch was blessed with a number of outstanding leaders.
Barnabas and Saul had previously been mentioned (11:25). In addition, there were
Simeon (an African), Lucius (perhaps one of the group mentioned in 11:20),
and Manaen who was brought up in court with Herod Antipas (the one ruling during
the public ministry of Christ). One day as they were serving the Lord, the S“irit
said, "Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them."
Two-fifths ofthe loeal leadership were being led out into otther service,
The church evidently did not hesitate, but after fasting and pdr&ger
laid their hands on them (as an indication of their association with them in their
future ministry) and sent them away. So thefirst missionaries departed; and
Cyprus,

quite naturally they headed for/the home of one of them (Barnabas).

II. EVENTS IN CYPRUS, 13:5-13

Salamis, on the east coast of Cyprus, was the first stop onthat island.helper
(inecluding John Mark who went along asa serwant)
After preaching there in the synagogues, the groupﬁwent tm across the island
to Paphos. There the Roman deputy of the island, Sergius Paulus, was converted
after a struggle with Elymas the sorcerer who tried to keep him from believing.
temporary
Paul, discerning that Elymas was a tool of the devil, called down blindness on him
for his wickedness., It was here too that Paul began to use his Roman name, Paul,
since he was now in a Gentile environment. Saul was his Jewish name and Paul his

Greek name, and as was the common eustom he would have been given both names

at birth., Certainly the two names in no way represent the two natures but simply
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the particular emphasis of his ministry no¥ to Centiles caused him to use his
Greek name Paul,.

Leaving Cyprus the party crossed the Mediterranean to Perga where
John Mark decided to leave and return to J rusalem. No reason is given for

his defection, though evidently Paul considered whatever reason it was Z@ an
unjustified one (15:38).
III. EVENTS IN GALATIA, 13:14-14:20

A. Antioch in Pisidia, 13:14-52

Pigidia was one of the regions into which the Roman province of Galatia
was divided. Paul and Barnabas came therxexaf t o this region (3600 ft. in
elevation) after crossing the Taurus mountains from Perga. As was his custom
Paulwent first to the synagogue where he was invited to speak (and this is
the longest recorded sermon of Paul's). The messagét;éﬁimilar to Stephen's
defense. = First there was an historical review (vv.17-25){ extending from
the events of the Exodus to the life of Dtivd and particularly the promise

- .
of a son given to D vid and finally to John the Baptist who clearly was not

A

the fulfillment of that promise. This gave a natural introduction for the

nest part of the messagewhhich showed that Christ, David's greater 8on, was the

fulfillment of that promise. Thus, second, Paul preached the gospel as it is in

Jesus Christ{ to them (vv. 26-39). He was the one who fulfilled "all that was

written of Him"(v. 29), was crucified{ and raised fromthe dead im again in

fulfillment of the 0ld Testmanet Svriptures. Because of His work"all who

believe are justified fromall things, from which ye could not be justified by

the law of Moses"v. 39)., This is a most startling statement, for Paul was saying
that the law of Moses could not justify anyone, but Christ offers complete
justification to every believer. Third, Paul wanned his hearers not to

ignore what they had just heard (vv. 10-41). One of the underlying thrusts

of this message is this: ignorance of the written Word (the 01d Testament

prophecies concerning Messiah in this case) leads to ignorance of the living

Word. It is so today.
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The result of this testimony was that some rejected and some aEempisdz believed,
butﬁthe whole city heard the Word of God (v. 44). And because of the multitudes
who did listen the JEws were jealous and ds spoke against Paul and BBrnabas,
So the missionaries turned their attention to the Gentiles and many-were-saved,-
those who were ordained;(set in the rank of ) & eternal life believed. But
the Jews finally stirred up enough women and leading men to drive Pauland
Barnabas to Iconium. But a work of grace had been done and done in Gentile

hearts largely, and the disciples were filled with joy and the Hody Spirit.

B. Iconium, 14:1-5

Unhelief is morally vidous, This was illustrsted at Iconium where
the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles toiﬁérsecute therapostles, di;&de
azd the peoplﬁééﬁd éﬁtemht to drive them from theréity. The gospel ig‘indeed
a savour of deagh life to some and of death to others (II Cvr. 2:15-&5) ;
When the anostles became aware of the intensity of the intensity of the
planned attack they fled to Derbe and Lystra, Retreat is not always an
unworthy proceedure particularly when the retégét involves further or different
opportunities to witness.
C. Derbe and Lystra, 1L:6~20
At Lystra two important things happened--a miracle and a stoning.
The miracle was the healing of a man lame from birth. So stunning was it that
whenthepeople knew—asbout—dt—bhey news spread like wild fire among the people they
thought Paul and Barnabas were gods and they prepared to make a sacrificeunto themn.
When the apostles realized what was happening they spoke to them in an effort to
restrain them. Evidntly the reason Paul and Barnabas did not realize what
the people were doing was that the people were speaking in their native tongue,
Lycaonia, and Paul and Barnabas simply did not understand/ that particular
dialect (even though P"ul had the gift of tongues, I Cor. 1%4:19). The speeth
Paul made onthat occasion was a very general statement about the goodness of God
which distingushed Him fopm all other gods and particularly from Paul and Barnabas

who were‘giﬁﬁiyﬁen. Even at that the pEepim fherexwasx it was not easy to

v nkanda bha naanla from doing sacrifice‘
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The second event was the stoning of Paul at the instigation of Jews from
Antioch and Iconium. More than 100 miles separated thexeitie Antioch fpom
Lystra, yet they dogged Paul's trail and stirred up the people so much that
they stoned the apestle. Perhaps Barnabas escéﬁed because he was not the leader.
Some feel that Paul was speaking of this experience of étoning in the account
of II Corinthians 12:1-5, while others think that it was on this occadion that
he received the marks spoken of in Galatians 6:17. In any case there is grim
irony im the quick reversal of the people's attitude toward the one whom
shortly before they thought to be a god! Too,wemust—notmiss the-miracte
God performed a miracle at Lystra, for Paul got up from thestoning and the
next day was strong enough to leave for Derbe. Some believe that the apastle
actually died and was raised, while others assume that he was not meally dead.
Nevertheless, raised or merely revived it was a miracle that the effects of the
stoning did not prevent him from Qoing on so soon to Derbe.

IV. EVENTS ON THE RETURN, 14:21-28
itinerary of the
Theﬂreturn trip to Antioch in Syria was a retracing of their steps (with
I

the omission of Cyprus). The work of the return trip was that of confirmahjon

and ordination. Apparently many of the believers in the various cities were

P | A P
A, Voo Alni 1

suffering persecution and Pau%;e;;g2ted them to stand fast real&eénédéﬁ;f thix such
was normal. Further they dppointed elders in these places sothat the infant
churches would not be left unorganized{ (v. 23--the word translated ordain means

to appoint or designate). Finally they arrived homein Antioch where they

made known the blessing of God particularly in opening the door of salvation

to the Gentiles as He has so abundantly done on this first missionary Jjourney.
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15.
THE COUNCIL AT JERUSALEM, 15:1-35
I. THE DISSENSION, 1-6

A” time went on it was génevitable that the problems raised by the presence
of Gentiles in the church would come to a head. Peter had learned the lesson
of the sheet filled with unclean animals and realized that no man should be
called common or unclean--not even Geniltes. At first the J_rusalem church had
accepted Cornelius and those converted with him on an equal basis with the Jwwish
converts and without the necessity of being circumcised. However, as larger
numbers of Gentiles came into the blessings of salvation, the numbers of Jewish
believers who believed that circumcision was necessary for these Gpentile convertw
just as it was for Gentile proselytes asserted themselves. Some even came
from Jerusalem to Antioch and taught that circumcision and the keeping of the
Mosaic law was necessary for salvation. Naturally%hese folks would not ae
fellowship with uncircumcised Gentiles even if they were believers in Christ.
This aggrevated the matter, but Paul and Barnabas were discerning enough to
see thas as not simply a question of fellowdhip but as a question oﬁzgindamental
doetrine{ of salvation by grace verses salvation by works. So they were sent
to Jerusalem to try to settle this matter. On the way they declared the conversion
of the Gentiles on the first missionary Jjourney td%h e churches in the cities
through which they passed, and when they finally arrived in Jerusalemthey
found the same doctrine being promolgated by some of the believers who had had
a Pharisaical background. Any addition to salvation by #@race in any day whether
it be the addition of circumecision or the keeping of the law or anything else
is a problem simila:;and equally serious as the one which faced the Jerusalem
council,

II. THE DISCUSSION, 7-18
Befoee the public discussion fheg Paul and Barnabas aehearsed privately

to the apostles and elders at Jerusalem the things which God had done(v. ).

4ffez The public discussion invo¥ided much questioning{ and statements by Peter,
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Paul and Barnabas, and ﬁames. It was logical that the group should hear Beter first
since he was the one used of God to opma the door of salvation to the Gentiles
(vv., 5-11). He simply rehearsed what God had done;=then he feminded'them that
they as Jews could not bear the yoke of the law; and finally he declared that
"we (Jews) beliwwd to be saved (literally) even as they (Gentiles) believe to be
saved" (v. 11). In other words, salvation is by faith for both groups.

After this Paul and Barnabas added their tesimonies as to what God
had done on their missionary journey in saving Gentiles (v. 12).

Finally, James, thehalf-brother of the Lord, the recognized leader of the
church at Jerusalem {(cf, 12:17; 21:18), Summarized matters. After reviewing
Peter's tebdgimony that God first visited Gentiles through his ministry, he quotqg
a prophecy from Amos 9:11-12 as confirming this order of events in God's program.
The order is: (1) God visits Gentiles; (2) after this Christ will return; (3) the
millennial kingdom will be established and in it Gentiles will return to the Lord.
In other words God has not abandoned His plans for the kingdom for Israel., He
simpky will do it after Christ returns, but in the meantime He is calling out
from among Gentiles a people for Hig name.,

III. THE DECISION, 19-35

The decision was: "We trouble them not who from among the Gﬁgtiles are turned
to God"(v. 19). This means that the council affirmed the principle of salvation by
grace., To trouble them would have meant to circumcise them. Not to trouble them
meant that circumcision was unnecessary to salvation. This was the unequ;;ating
decision of the council.

Mention was made of the fact that this problem not only affected doectrine

but that it also affected fellowship between Jewish and Gentile belisvers.
The doctrinal decision was clearly that £aith alone was necessary for salvation.
However, the council made a further suggestion concerning this matter of fgllowship.
It was simply that the Gentile Christians might well abstain from certain things

wvhich would be offensive to Christians with a Jewish backgroudd. These were things

wheih were permissible for any believer, but which were repugnant to those with
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Jewish rearing and which therefore when practiced by Gentiled believers were
nffEmgivexiaxithenx a hindrance %o fellowship. They were: things offered in
sacrifice to idols (cf. v. ZQJ{whereEpolluﬁions of idols" is explained);
fornication (which is probably to be understood in the special sense of
breaches of the Jewish marriage regulations listed in Lev. 18 and not in the
general sense of all illicit sexual relations); things strangled in which the
blood remained; and Brom blood (shighxmagxbe either separate from meat or in
the same sense as things strangled).

_ This decision and suggestion by James was aceepted by the others, and
they implemented it by writing it in £ letters and séﬁﬁing the news to the
other churches., Paul, Barnabas, Judas and Silas were delegated to take these letters.
Their first stop was Antioch where the news was joyously received and where
5ilas chose to remaiﬁ;ﬁi;isterina to the church. A potentially dangerous
schism in the church ﬁad been averted. An important doctinal matter had been
clearly settled, and a suggestion had been made so that Jew and Gentile might
live dn harmony in the assemblies. Peace had been restbored but it was only
temporary. Those who taught fiath plus circumeision did not accept the decision,

for we know that these Judaisers dogged the steps of Paul and persisted in their

campaign fmzkrgxtm of forcing the M saic law on Gentile converts.

~~
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16.
DHE SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY, 15:36-18:22
I. THE JOURNEY BEGUN, 15E36-40

The time /15" approximately the year 50. The placevis Antioch in Syria.
The scene ‘s one of contention,
A, The Cause of Contention?Jﬁgul and Barnabas felt that they wanted to return to
the churches founded on the first journey Barnbbas wanted to take John Mark with
them again. But Paul evidently felt that his returning home from Perga on the firwt
journey was uncalled for, and he #efused to take him.
B. The Continuation of the Contention. The verbs in verses 37-38 are in the
imperfedtﬁ’eense indicating that the discussion went on at length.
C. The Character of the Contention. This was no trivial argument but a sharp
contention (v. 39). The only other use of thisword contention is in Hebrews 10:2k.
D. The Consequence of the Contention. As a result Paul chose Silas who had
been sent with the letters from the Jgrusalem council, and Barnabas took John

north
Mark. Paul and Silas went overlandmthrough Syria and into Cilicia while the
others went back to Cyprus. Apparently the church sided with Paul in this
argument (v. 40), but two sets of missionaries went forth because of it,
II. THE CHURCHES REVISTED, 15:41-16:5

The work of the journey included three things.

/o
A. Confirming, 15:41. This, of course, was the gzﬁé&na; purpose of the journey.

There was no thought of going on to new fields, but simply of re¥isiting the
churches that had been founded on the first Jjourney and confirming the diseciples
in their faith.

B. Circumecising, 1£:1-3. When Paul and Silas came to Lystra they asked a&oung,
reputable disciplei to join their party. Timothy waQZCSﬁverted through Paul's
ministry pnobebly on the first journey (I Tim. 1:2). He wasxmrdaimedz had a good
reputation and was ordained by the church to preach (I Tim. 4:1lk; II Tim. L;6).
However, Paul thought it wise to circumecise hém before he went with them.

Timothy was of mixzed parentage, his mother being a Jewess and his father a Greek.
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Therefore, because of his being partly Jewish, Paul thought it best to circumecise
him so that he would give no offmmse to the Jews to whom he might mitness.
In another instance Paul was very insistent that Titus, a Gentile, not be
circumeised (Gal. 2:3).
C. Communicating, 16:l-5. As they came to the various churches they reported
the decision of the Jerusalem countil that salvation is by faith alone and they
delivered the letter containing the suggesiien recommendation about livdng in
harmony. As a result the churches were strengthened in the faith (this is the
same work as in 3:7,16) and were increasing in number daily.

III. THE VISION ENLARGED, 16:5-11

After preaching in Phrygia and Galatia, the group tried fg go into Asia
Minor but were forbidden by the Spirit. So they turned notth to Bithynia but
were again prevented by the Spirit. Sﬁ:; they awaited further leading fram the Lord
in Troas. Asia needed the gospel, but this was not God's time., Need did not
constitue their call. They had just come from the east; they had been forbidden
to go south or north, but theyﬁid not presume that the Lord was leading them
to the west--they awaited His specific directions. Logic is not the basis for
a call.

near the site of ancient Troy,

It was at Troaghfhat the Lord gave them that specific leading\?Prough the
vision of the man of Macedonia, This Greek man represented the gi;:;; of civilized
and cultured humanity of that day. And yet he lacked the knowledge of the true God,
and in his need cried out for help. Immediately the group sought passage &cfosws

of about 10 miles déstamt fro
the Aegean to Neapolis (the seaport nesrest Philippi). At this point $ee Luke
rejoined the party (notice the "we' in v. 10).
WORK
IV. THE CAMEEFGN AT PHILIPPI, 16:12-l0

The ancient name of Philippi was Crenides (from its many springs)/ until
Philip of Macedon seized it and mam called it after himself. It passed to the Romans
with the rest of Macedonia in 168 B.C. and in its vicinity was fought the battle

where Brutus add Cassius were defeated by Antony and Octavian (later the Emperor

Augustus) in 42 B.C. Then it was made a Roman colony which was a piece of Rome
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transplanted abroad. The citizens of Philippi and all Roman colonies enjoyed the
same privileges as those in Rome itself. They had the same lawsf and rights as
the Ita?lians. Other such colonies in Acts are Antioch in Pisidaa, Lystra,
Troas, Ptolemais, and Corinth. Phili;ﬁi isélso called by Luke'"the chief city"
--a reference to its first-rate importance in population, prominence, and wealth.
It was there that the gospel was first preadhed in Eurpoe.

A. The Opening of the Work, 12-15 ‘
Delay and disappointment characterized the first days of the work at

Philippi, Paul waited until the Sabbath came and then went to the river bank in
AN 51‘./'{-\/}"'-:&-—
order to preachgé bo the Jews of the city. Apparently there were not, cven the BE

£

10 men required for the formation of a Jewish synagogue, for the handful of Jewi&sh women
in the city had to meet by the river for prayer. But Paul preached the gospel to
them and the Lord opened the heart of Lydia. But what a disappointment that must
have beenl Paul had been called of the Lord to Europe. He had faithfully
preached. The first convert was not only a woman (and men were needed if a church
was to be established) but a woman of Thyatira in Asia. Nevertheless, others
were also converted--Lydia's household,that is, her servants and dependents, and
very likely through Lydia Athers in Thyatira heard the message when she returned home.
B. The Opposition to the Work, 16-2L

Paul and the others continued to witness, and theimpact of their testimony
wasbedag felt throughout the city (vv.17,20). 8atan then began to work and chose
to oppose the testimony by causing a demon-possessed slave girl to follow Paul
around for days crying, "These men are the servants of the most high God which show
unto us the way of salvation.' Even though she spoke the truhh, it is easy to imagine
the damage Ik her cry did to Paul's ministry simply because itwould put his true message
in the same cat;oéry in the minds of the people as all her false soothsaying.

Finally , Paul?wearied with her, commanded the demen to come out of her.

This immediately cut off the source of livelihood for her masters who very clevefly

charged the missionaries with speaking treasonous words (v. 21).The magistrates

being very conscious of their exalted position as sitxzr leaddrs of a Roman colony
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sought to guell any possible disturbance by beating Faul and Silas, easking
their feet
thex jailing them, and putiing thew in stocks. As a Roman citizen Paul was exempt
(!
from beating and ordinary arrest, but he did not maHe his citizenship known until
M/ﬁ_t L ) ] :f.
the next morning. Perhaps he did not have opportunity i=m- the hasge of the magistrates.
H
C. The Outcome of the Work, 25-40
Because they witnessedipaul and Silas now found themselves in jail (obviously
Timothy and Luke were not involved in this incident). But God was still working, and
at midnight while Paul and Silas were singing praisesto God, an earthquake opened
the doors and loosedthe bands ofthe prisoners. When the keeper of the prison
giéalized what ias happening)he, being a Roman soldier and liable for the safety
) _ B vt
of his prisoners under pain of death, drew his sword to kill himself. FEibiver P
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Paul saw him silhouetted in the light of the door or he_spoke-under direect.divine

|

guidance; bggJﬁgﬁassured him that no one had attempted to escape (perhaps Paul
had restrained the other prisoners or they were too stunned bythe earthquake to~/l. ¢
aakéwan attempt). In any case the keeper)under great conviction from the previous
testimony of the missionaries and the events of that night!asked,"What must I do

to be saved?" Paul's classic reply was: "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved and thy house." The words¥and thy house" must be understood as
connectdd witﬁ believe as well as‘be saved; that is, his household would be saved

if they would believe too. Evidently he andhis house did believe for they witnessed
to it;#jgaptism that very night.

The next morning the magistrates sent word to let the prisoners go.

It was then that Paul spoke of his Roman citizenship and demanded a public dischargef
by way of an apology for their unlawful acts the preceeding day. The magistrates

obliged for they realized that they hadwillggally treate& these citizens of Rome.
So they were released, bat before departing from the city they memt called on
Lydia, and the ones who had been through the experience of prison comforted

the household of Lydial
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V.THESSALONICA, BEREA, AND ATHENS, 17:1-34

A. Thessdonica, Iftl-9.
In Paul's day Thessalonica was an important city. It was named in 315 B.C.

of Macedonia
for and by the wife of Cassander; it was the captial of the province; amg its

population was about 200,000; and it was an important commercial cen;er; and it
was a free city governed by the people (v. 5).

As was his custom Paul went first to the synagogue and preached that Jesus
of Nazareth was the Christ., This he did for three sabbaths with the result that
some Jews, many Gentiles, and several chief women believed. The unbelieving Jews
tried to assault the apostles but could only get at their host, #asns Jason.
However, they draﬁged him before the rulers and charged him with harboring
people who talked treason by speéﬁing of another king, Jesus. So they took
bail from Jason, and apaarently;gé/had to agree that Paul would not return to
the city and become a public nuisance again/(cf. I Thess. 2:18).

B. Berea, 10-1k
In Berea, 40 miles from Thessalonica, the story was repeated--synagogue,
witnessing, faith, opposition. There was one difference. It is said that
the Bereans were more noble. This mayhave to do with their class background
though it likely means of noble character; that is, free from predudice,
impartial., This was displayed in their being willing to search the Scriptures
and test the truth of Zhs Paul's message. However, the Thessalonian Jews
hounded Paul in Berea with the result that he was forced to leave though
Timothy and Silas remained there. They later joined him in Athens (I Thess. 3:1-2).
C. Athens, 15-34

While Paul waited for Sidas and Timothy he was stirred by the sights which
he saw in Athens. Idols were eveyywhere, and opportunities for testimony were
everywhere, He witnessed in the syangogue and in the market place. Shortly
his witnessgg became known and the Epicureans (vwho believed that pleasure was the

chief end of life) and theStoics (who were pantheistic and self-sufficient)

took Paul to Mar's Hill in order to hear him further. HazkaxHilX Areopagus,
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or Mar's Hill was an Athenian court which met in early#times on the Hill of
Ares west of the Acropolis., It had jurisdiction over moral questions and
rédigious matters. Paul's message on this occgéion was clevérl& presented.
He began with a kindly ambiguous reference to the religious interest of the people
("superstitious" in v. 22 may be translated "religious"). He 2::; remarked on the
fact that they had a statue to an unknown god. Then he proceeded to tell them
who that unknown god is., He is the one who is creator, Lord, not confined in
temples, preserver, Fﬁther of all creation, governor of the nations, and the
one in whom we live, move, and have our being (vv. 24-23), Therefore, if He
created man,kdh He Himself must be more than a mere man or idol, and He should
be listened to when He commands men everywhere to repent. Repentance is imperative
too because someday He will judge men by Jesus whqhwééuraised from the dead.
With the mention of the resurrection, the crowd begaaxtm became restless, some
mocking,amd others deferring judgment, and at least two (one a judge of the
court of Areopagusf(and the other a woman) were converted. Even though the
message brought results apparently Paul was dissatisfied with the method he had
used on this occasion (cf. I Cor. 2:8% 2-5).
VI. CORINTH, 18:1-17
Long a commercial and naval rival of Athens, Corinth stood ah the
Jjunction of important land routes north and south and sea routes east and west.
Warships were known to have been built there as long ago as 664 B.C., and although
it was destroyed at the time of the Roman conquestof Greece in 146 B,C.,it was
in 46 B.C.
restored and given statiis as a colony by Juilus Caesar.im It mus also made the
capital of the pravince of Achaia in 27 B.C. Because of its commercial importante
Corinth attracted a number of Jews. ri tch so that L=was
also-knowa-£fen-iis-d- It also had a reputation for immorality
A. The Missionary,l-11
Paul arrived in Corinth a discouraged man, His missionary activities in

Europe had not been well received. Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea,jthens had

all been difficult places of ministry. Forced to work at his trade of tentmaking,
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Paul came in contact with Zwes dewsz Aquila and Priscilla, Jews who had been

forced to leave Rome under the ediet of Claudius in A.D. 9. In the midst of
this discouraging situation, Paul was encouraged by his friends (v.5a), by
the Word (v. 5b), and by the Lord (v. 10), His friends Silas and Timothy
rejoined him and brought him good news of the steadfastness of the €hristians in
Thessalonica (I Thess. 3:6), égg’they evidently brought material help seswwet:
(cf. 2T Cor. 11:8; Phil. l:15). This released him from the necessity of
making tents and he was able to "devote himself entirely to the Word" S;?Eeral)?
meaning of "pPessed in the spirit"). His faithful preaching brought opposition,
but the Lord appeared to him in a night vision and assured him that he should
stay in Corinth and continue his ministry.
B. The Ministry, 1-11

As has been mentionequaul‘s fiinistry in Corinth was first to those
with whom he worked, Aquila and Priscilla. Then as-was=his—gustom e!ﬁ?;ached
in the synagoguef every Sabbath, but when the Jews regected his message he
turned to the Gentiles. Hewewesy; Nevertheless there were outstanding trophies
of grace--Crippus, the ruler of the synagogue, and Justis, a Gentile who lived
next door to the synagogue.
C. The Magistrate, 12-17

Gallio was from an illustrious famil,y. His father was the elder Seneca;
his brother was the Seneca the Stoic and tutor of Né;o; and his nephew
was Lucan the poet. He became proconsul of Achaia in A.D. 51 and is characterized
in extra-Biblical writings as an aimable, witty?ﬁigvable person. When the Jews
tried to charge Paul with doing things '"congrary to the law" Gallio replied that
he was not concerned about Jewish law and that Paul had committed no offense
against Roman law. The Greeks took adbantage of Gallio's refusal to take
the J ws' side in the matter and vented their anger at the Jews by beating
Sosthenes who had succeeded Crispus as the chief ruler of the synagogue.

Apparently Sosthenes,too, eventually became a Christian (I Cor. 1:1).

After these things Paul remained in the city for some time and took ddvantage
L e

e

of the freedom which Gallio's favorable verdictgafforded him.

-
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VII. THE JOURNEY COMPLETED, 18:18-22

Several noteworthy events occurred on the return to Antioch.
First, Paul took Aquila and Priscilla with him as far as Ephesus where they-¥n4~ %p ﬂ%;éﬁ%
repaimed. Second, he apparently éi;;igé;é a Nazarite vow and signified it J
by shaving his head at Cenchrea (the seaport of Corinth). The time and purpose
of such a vow was voluntarily determined, though 30 days was the minimum.
Third, Paul didxmmixf could not stay in Ephesus very long sinece he wanted to
get to Jerusalem in time for the feast, ié.e,, Passover. Finally, he landed
at Caesarea, went up to Jerusalem)and then returned to the home base in Antioch.

Thus the second missiomry journey was completed.
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THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY, 18:23--21:17
I. EPHESUS, 18:23--19:)1
Before describing the ministry of Pjul in Ephesus, Luke brings the
record up to date by recounting the ministry of Aquila and Priscilla
whqhad remained in Ephesus while Paul returned to Palerstine., The entire
work at Ephesus, whether through Aquil a and Priseilla or through Paul, mag
is af vivid illustration of the power of the Word in zhe hearts and lives.pZ
A. The Power of the Word in Correctiﬁgﬁ 18:23--19:7
Lphesus was a city of power. Being the capital of proconsular Asia
ALt ) W ot

,k# s constantly remlndedﬁby the presence of the anzn nroconsul\Pf the power
of Roeg} Its location near the mouth of the Cayster River on the main trade
routé between Rome and the east madeqiéfig; greatest commercial center in Asia
at that time. It was also a free city with its own Senate and Assembiy.
But it was the power of Satan which reigned in the city, for at Ephesus stood
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, the temple of Diana. It was
a magnificant structure epwerimg with its 127 columns 60 feet high etanding on
an areall2; feetzipmp in length and 220 feet in width. It was the center of
all heathen worship in that area.

Qur attention is first drawn to a man named Apollos JAn Alexandrian

facts

Jew, He had evidently heard some of the skmxg of the ministry of Christ, but had
not known the whole story, particularly the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost.
He spoke eloquently in the synagogue but only of the bhptism of John the Baptist.
Aquila aﬁ& Priscilla who had been converted under Paul's ministry in Corinth
took him aside one day and expounded the Christian message to him more
thoroughly. Then he went to :Zzzgz'being recommended by letter to the churches
hhere. We know that for a time he ministered in Corinth (I Corll:12). The Word

ol W, L Pt plines,
corrected his lackJ;I inioumatihn of the fuld—bruth of.ihe gospel.

when
LaterAPaul came to the clty amd he discovered 12 disciples of John

the Baptist, who,like Apollos, knew only the baptism of Jnhn the ngtist.



He inquired of them if they had received the Holy SPirit when (not since)‘they
believed (v.2). When they dhowed ignorance of the Spirit)Paul discovered dthat
they had only known the baptism of John which wae-a-pqinten‘to_Messiah who

was to come and who sent the Sﬁirit. So when they were corrected by the Word

as Paul explained it to them (v. %) they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus and received the Spirit. This is the only instance of rebaptism in the

New Tustament,and it ckearly indicates that baptism foldowed genuine conversion.
= Conversion,
B. The Power of th W,rd in Zemzieting, 19:5-10

As was his custom Paul went to the synagogue and witnessed for three

)l’fﬂ\ SAV 1 a
months to the Jews. In due time the gospel had its haavina and hardening effects)
h #
and when some became obstinate Paul separated the disciples and taught them

; 5 “ e
in thelecture hall of Tyrannus. Paul probably workedhfrom daybreak until 11 a.m.

when Tyrannus would have bmzm completed his lectures (ef. 20:3&; and then he
temght his disciples from 11 until % p.m. (as one manuscript adds). This
continued for 2 years during which time those who were being instructed in turn
became evangelists so that all tﬁaée in the district of Asia had heargd the Word

of the Lord. Not all believed but all were evangelized through the faithful
. instructed

witness of Paul and the converts.
- N

C. The Power of the Word in Conviction, 19:11-20

As elsewhere God Eﬂ'EDhesﬂs confirmedvthe A

by signs and miracles. To Paul ea—this-oeeasdon was given the special ability to
the
hedd the sick. As a result his reputation of the power ofthe name of Jesus spread,

so that on one occasion seven exorcists from one family tried to use it with

disastrous results. They were asitempting to cast out a demon from a man and

57

decided to use this new medicine, the name of Jesus. But when they invoked that name

the demon asked who they thought they were. Then he came out of the man and tore

into the seven exorcists, woundipg them and causing them to lgéi from the house
nakdd. This startling display of the misuse of Jesus' name brought fear to the
Christians and convietion of their own misdeeds. Ephesus was known for its
magic, Bnd apparently the Christians had not yet put away all such evil practices.

and scrolls ﬁa'ﬁnu
50 they brought thegr booksh?f magic amdxserabk and burned them azwsm open
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repudiation. Theny-after the believers made their relationships with the Lord right--
the Word of God grew and prevailed (v. 20).
D. The Power of the Word against Corruption, 19:21-41

and
As Paul was making his plans to return to CGreecef Palestine and then

A
go on to Rome (the first mention of that city in the booﬁi v.21l) a riot developed
in Ephesus. It was instigated by Demetrius and the others who fashioned small
silver shrines which people bought to place in dedication ah the temple of Diana.
Of course with the conversion of so many people to Christianity, business had
fallen off. So Demetrius organized the whole craft and entited a general strike.
His argument was not that the silversmiths' business had declined, but that
Ehpxstrankt the Christians were doing damage to the civic ptanding and pride of
Ephesus by refusing to worship Diana. This aroused the entire city so that
the people ran to the amphtheater and for two hours cried,"Great is Diana of
.fn -Y"h\é:-i( "
the Ebhesians." T hey had'ﬂ?ﬂg&t Gaius and Aristarchus, and Paul was about to
go himself to try to restrain the crowﬁ}but the disciples prevented hin,
Eventually the townelerk, the executive officer who was an Ephesian and not a
Roman/ and who was responsiblg for the good conduct of such meetings, quieted the
Goesth 2o,
crowd by reminding them that in realit¥y the Christians had committed no crimef
and that the people themselves would be held accountable by the Romans for such
aesh;'-';ﬁ
an unlawful assemblg. The Word = changed lives wildl- affectgthe soceity
Za which those lives ximmz touch.
II. GREECE, 20%1-5
After this Paul departed to Macedonia. The purpose of this visit was
to coblect the contributions of the churches of Macedonia and Achaia for
the relief of the poor saints in Jerusalem (ef. I Cor. 16:2; II Cor 8-9).
He may have ppent as long as a year in Macedonia ('"those parts'" of v.2)., Then
P‘“ 13 (,‘,r,r.v‘{ A
he went south to Achaia ("GreeceZ 5£ v. 2 was the popular term for Achaiqji, the
southern part of whebt—wecazll Greece tedey). Hoee Thereffrom Corin?é}the epistle
to the Romans was written. He wanted to return to J“rusalen pesbebly for Passover,

but he learned of a plot against his life (perhaps to be hatched on board the ship

which would take him there) so he retﬁ}ned through Macedonia and sailed fram Ppilippi,
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III. ASIA MINOR, 20:6-38
A. PRBAGHING to the Believers in Troas, 6-12
When Paul came to Troas he met with the believers on fhe Sunday_gs they

gathered to break bread (probably a meal plus the Lord's Supper). He zmak spoke

to dhem amd—eeatinued his.conversatien until midnight. This was a rare opportunity
for the people of Troas to hea;ﬂz;;iggg;;%fgn apostle, but inépite of this, the
combination of the lateness of the hour, a long days work (which many of them
would have put in before the evening worship service), the crowd, and the atmosphere
caused by the burning of the many lamps, all combined to put Eutychus to slezep and
he fell out of the third floor window. According to Dr. Luke the £all killed him
(v.10), but when Paul lifted him up his life returned (v. 11).
B, Parting with the Elders of Ephesus at Miletus, 7-38

Leaving Troas Paul decided to walk the 20 miles to Assos while Luke
and the others went by ship. In due time they came to Miletus about 30 miles
from Ephesus, and because Paul was in a hurry to get to Palestine he decided not
to go to Ephesus but to send for the elders to come to him at Miletus.
He had already been thrarted in his plans to be in Jerusalem for Passover and
he did not want to miss being there for Pentecost. His remarks to the elders were
built along three lines of thought.

reminded them

First, Paul spoke-of the character of his own ministry (18-27).
Evidently Paul's opponents had been attacking him in his absence, so he defiended
his ministry. It had been charagferized by humility of mind £xzxk2}, byAd tears,
(?ngy many temptations (#. 19). It had been consisterly performed publicly and
privately(from house to house, v. 20). Its contents had been the skmpte preaching
the kindgom of God (v.25), azzuekixas
of repentance and faith w.42%¢)/ and the whole counsel of God (v. 27).

Second, Paul gave a charge to the elders (28-31), It was simply to take care of the

church over which God had made them overseers. Notice that the same group who

Tl f
are here called overseers or bishops are also called‘in verse 17 %lderé,and
A

notice too that in this verwe they are said to feed (the same word as pastor)

the flock. It seems as if elder, bishop, and pastor are the same, o£fjice?
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The phrase "with His own blood" in verse 28 should be translated *'with the blood

s 1
of His own,%;;"; i.e., with the blood of Christ. Third, Paul commended them to God
(32-38). It is the word of His grace which is the building and sanctifying agent

{

¥
in any life. Paul concluded with another word of ap defense fe#* the conduct of
his own ministry among them. In verse 35 there is a saying of Christ which is

nowhere else recorded in the Scriptures. The substance is elsevhere Q\Luke 6:38;

11:9) but this actual form mustbeen well known and widely used.
M(Ant,—’f?‘_/f’{,v

A d G dty
When Paul had finished speaking the eldersﬂfook théir leave with-bears-and-ittcsos

becali se he had warned them that he would probably see them no more.
7 1/ PALESTINE, 21:1-17
A. Tyre, 1-6

It was hard,too, for Paul to leave his beloved Ephesian elders (the
word "gotten from them'" literally means "tore ourselves away"). He came in due
course to Tyre in Phoenicia (cf. 11:19),. Evidégtly he knew none of the believers
there, for he had to seek them out, But while the ship was unloading Paul spent

under the leading of the Spirit
a week with them. Bg He was warned by them,not to go on to Jerusalem, but he

Vs A M ATy’ k
felt he should go inﬂgéggéigiﬁiim So they accompanied him to the ship and said
farewell.

B. Caeserea, 7-1%

The ship docked briefly at Ptolemais (modern Acre) where Paul apparently
left it and travelled overland to Caesarea. There he and his party stayed with
Philip the evangelist (8:5) and his seven virgin daughters who had the gift of prophesy.
Agabus soon appeared on the scene having come from Judea (ef. 11:28) and he

through the S irit
prophgsied thag tZ Paul wenkzisxdgeusakemzie would be bound and delivered to the
in Jepusalem,
GentilesA Yet in spite of these warning the apostle felt he must go on.
C. Jersualem, 15-17

After several days the group took up their "carriages'" which may mean

Packed their baggage"or it may hean"hired horses', Some of the brethren from

eAdpd.

Caeserea accompanied them and an eay}f'disciple, Mnason, wiith whom the group
R “Thod
stayed in Jerusalem. Perhaps from hianuke received some of the information about

-

the early days of the church in Jerusalemn. Thjg finally arrived in Jerusalem and the
third missionary journey was completed. Y



61 26
13,
ON TO ROME, 21:18--28:31

I. DEFECTION IN JERUSALEM, 21:18-26

The atory now moves rapidly toward the first conﬁinement in;Rome where
Luke's chroniéle concludes, Back in J_ rusalem all not not peaceful. Jewish
believers were accusing Paul of forbidding Centile believers to igﬁéﬁixwézr
circumcisfg; (cf. 16:3). The leadees of the church, while rejoicing in the
dBousdads of Gentiles who had believed through the ministry of Paul, were nevertheless
desirous of placating the Jewish Christians. The position of the Gentile believers
had bern clarified by the letters which the first council had sent (v. 25), but
something had to be done to appure the Jewish Christians that Paul was not
against the Mosaic law.

James‘JQhe recognized leader of the Jerusalem churchﬁ (apparantly it~

ig safe te-assume—that none of thewapOQtles mazisln J rusalem) and the elders had
a pnposition all worked out which whey p:anesed to Paul. It was simply this:
there were four men in Jerusalem whose ¥ow (Naz&rite, probably) had come to an
end. The rites of purification required before they could shave their heads and V4../
signify the end of the B period of the vow involved a number of offerings. James

suggested to Paul that he pay for these offerings and gurify himself (even though

he was not under a vow at that particular time) with these four men. It is known
from Josepheus that such ang#gé arrangement was not uncommon at that time.

that—otitors.did Ioay for such ab-fhad=time

Paul, in his desire to be all things to all men, agreed. Two interesting questions
First,

arise. Where did Paul acquire the money required for this and for his subsequent

_‘w _f‘u. L/

~ v v

defenses and before Roman rulers ang\nzs hiring of a house for two years in Rome?
Drobaoly 1

Egzhag%Ahls churches contributed to him or perhaps he received some kind of inheritance

from his family at this time. Second, was Paul out of the Lord's will in this
may have

action? God alone knows the full answer to this, though it would seem that he had

gone too far in his desire to please men. Certainly he had had sufficient warnings

not to go to Jerusalem.

II. DEFENSE BEFORE THE MOB IN THE TEMPLE, 21:27--22%30
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\ : %} A

“Seven days had to epapse befor. a Namirite could be purified. At the very beginning
of this period (v. 27 reads literally, "when the seven days were going %o be
fulfilled") souwe Asian Jews (who before had given Paul troubge, cf._20:19)
thought t:.ey saw Trophimus, a Gentile, in the testricted part of the temple
with Paul. Gentiles could enter the outer Bourt of the Gentiles, but notices
in Greek and Latin barred their entrance into the Ilnner Court. Once the rumor
started it spread fast. The crowd seized Paul. They dragged him out, bealgng
him in the process. The guards who patrolled the top of the colonnades of
the temple saw the riot developing and sent word to their captaian who
took Paul, bound him, and demanded to know who he wazs and the cause of tais
disturbance., Paul identified himself (though not as a Roman citizen at this

point) and obtained permission to address the crowd.

Paul was charged with teaching aginst the people, ﬂthe law, and the tmmple.
Gk It nee
é Jew to whom the Lord appeared,

He defneded himself by showing that he was / )
A

o
and thaf_appearance was the valid authority for any changes in his life.
A

It is not unlikely that Luke was in the crowd that heard this defense that day,

bt - \
A—His™ xg%sx YoX, . Paul first elaboratedfhis condition as a true Jew{”*:'éh
The&s he proved by rehearsing tue facts of his birth, his education, his
zeal for the traditions of the law, and his persecution of the Christians,

B;?EEBaGenversionszZtéplé. He then recited the events of the appearance of the
,'ZJ
Lord $o him on the Damascus road’i Verse 16 should be translated literallyf as

........ ( bt 0; i),
L _HTS Lommlﬁﬁkcnyﬂ@Q:iJ— follows. "Having arisen, be baptized; and wabB away

(awir puieis)
your sins, having callednon the name of the Lord." In other words, as the

arising precedes the baptism, so calling on the name of tne Lord precedéﬁ

forgiveness.

C._Hls—GemmlsSLon, 223E7=21., Paul then ctteJ‘a vision which he received of

the risen Lord in the temple in Jerusalem commissioning him to preacu to the

3 1)

: e = ; ; St
GentllesL There is no other record of this wvision.
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The reaciion of the mob was to let loose a storm ofprotest agannst

' .
Paul because of themention of the word Gentiles. Apparently the captain did

not know #ramaac iﬂ which Paul was speaking, so he had Paul removed from th
scene to be examined. As they prepared to scourge him in order to try to
make him confess, Raul appealed to his Homan citiZenship which exempited him
from such tfeatment. The captain then prepared to turn him over to the
sanhédrin for questioning.

I11. DIESENSION 1IN THE SANHEDRIN IN JERUSALEM, 23:1-10
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The seesion before the Sanhedrin was a stpomy one. Paul began by asserting
a notoriously unscrupulous
his conscience was clear before God. Ananias,ﬂfba high priest appointed in 47

and assassinated in 66, commanded that Phul should be forcibly shmiz silenced.

Paul protested with a sharp retort but &z retracted it when he was informed that
against S
it was the high priestfwhomﬁnd he had spoken, Why Baul did not recognize him is

not stated. IE may have been weak eyesight or the remark in verse 5 may have been
+

sarcasm. When Paul spoke again he successfully divided the house by stating his

y > * T [ | ;
Wheh bvig Sane TR e e

own Pharisaical background and his present predicamentg==ke., being called in
A

Ax

j‘* i '; < /
J The hwmede . bn g “
question concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead. This am:a.gad

Phani5aes#andﬂSadué;:;:;a=maeh that the captdn had to rescue Paul by force lest
he would have been killed.
IV. DELIVERANCE FROM CONSBIRACY TO CAESAREA, 23:11-35
That night after the explosive.QZZ;;;\before the Sanhedrin, the Lord
graciously appeared to Paul and assured him that he would witness for Him in Rome (v. 11)
The next day more than 40 Jews banded together under an oath not to eat anythang until
they had killed Paul. They made the;r plan known to some of the Sanhedrin, and
somehow Paul's nephew heaqg/of théf;kﬁt. e in turn informed Paul in ppison who
sent him to the chief captain who made plans to thrawt the conspiracy. This he did
by sending Paul under heavy escort that very night to Felix the procurator in Caesarea.
He also sent along a letter to Felix stating his belief in Paul's innocence as far
as Roman law was concerned and also exalting his own part in the entire matter.
(Cf. Tertullus*’ opposihg report in 24:7!) Paul arrived safely, was assured of
an early hearing, and confined in the palace built ;zt Herod the Great.
It is not recorded whether or not the 0 conspirators starved to death!
V. DEFENSE BEFORE FELIX IN CAESAREA, 24:1-27
A, The Charge, 1-9. In five days the accusers arrived. It was an august group
“headed by the high priest--a most unusual thing-—,';;;£udia; gldersg’and a hired
Zoman lawyer, Tertullus, The latter's opening remarks to Felix were filled with

flattery calculated to aszresme erase any animosity which the Jews and FElix had

toward each other., Then he presented the charge against Paul. It was twofold.
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The political aspect of it was sedition against Rome as a ringleader of the sect of
the Nazarenes, and the religious aSpecy of it was profanity of the temple.
To this charge the Jews nuddedzagééaasgéé;assent&ﬂ.
B. Paul's defense, 10-21

In his defense Paul categorically denied the political aspect of the charge
against him. He reminded Felix that he had been in Jerusalem only 12 days (which
is scarcely sufficient time to Bm make arrangements to incite a riot against Rome)

only
and that he had zam gone there,to worship. He confessed to the accuracy of part of

N
the religious charge, for he admitted belonging to the way which his enemies called
heresy and believing in God,the Scriptures, salvation (hope toward God™), and

A future resurrections. However, he insisted thait in the practice of this "heresy"

he Wad been living a life "viod of offense toward God and toward men" (v. 16).
0
= A A

However, Paul emphatically denied that he had started any riot in the temple, for
he had been there '"neither with multitude nor with tumult." Further,he cited the
taZct that the SanHgdrin did not find fault in him.
C. Felix's Decision, 22-23, Felix was evidently acquainted with Christianity
(45 o ZEVZKberhaps from his wife Drus*illa), and although he apparently knew that
Paul was innocent of the charges brought against him, he mé;ély adjourned the case
because of the presence of the influenéial delegation of Jews from Jerusalem.
The pretense he used ¥as that he wanted to hear Lysias' testimony. However, he
gave orders that Paul was to have as much freedom as posiible under the circumstances.
For two years Paul was kept in this semi-confinement. During that time period

Felix and Drusilla interviewed him a number of times concerning his faith. Felix's
motive was the hope of a bribe (v. 26), but Paul used the opportunities to witnessgﬁuz

- /
éﬁ;Christ. Finally, Festus succeeded Felix, but because Felix was needed to court
Ithe favor of the Jews he left Paul bsandz imppisoned.

VI. DEFENSE BEFORE FESTUS IN CAESARFA, 25:1-27

A. Festus and Paul, 1-12, When Festus came to Jermsalem the leaders of the Jews

brought Paul's case to him, accusing him as before. They further asked Festus to hhve

Paul brought to Jerusalem for trial although they did not tell him that they intended
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to kill Paul on the way. Perhaps the same band'of men who formerly‘blotted against
his life were involved here. However, God was watching over Paul and He used Festus'
refusal to transfer Paul to protest him. Festus did promise the Jéﬁs that he woﬁld
go to Caesarea and see flo the matter. When he did they accompanied him and accused
Paul again. Raul peakimesdxtmz persisted in assert}ng hlS innocence of Bither both
treason agalnst Caesar and Bf breaking the Jewish 1;§C£§'the temple. Festus did not
want to telease Paul because he too wanted to ingratiate himself with the Jews,

s0 he proposed to Paul that he go to Jerusalem to stand trial. At this point Paul
reminded Festus that Caesarea was the proper place for the trial (v. 10), that
Festus knew he was n;% guilty (v. 10), and that he would prove to all that he was
innocent %fwzxzX) by appealing to Caesar (v. 11). Bamk When Paul saw that Festus

was anxious to make concessions to the Jews he feared that his trial would no longer
be conducted impartially;{iﬁég:;he apppaled to Caesar. This right of appeal was

an ancient and highly cherished right of Roman citizens, dating back to 509 B.C.

It could be invoked after a verdict had been given by a lower official or it could

Arag e J'
be inﬂﬁied earlier in the proceedings as in this 1qstancc. But when it was invoked

—t . j A 1. 7
avE’ Py (’/\!;. ¥
it meam guamranteed tha t the investigation would be carriaé—an«&n Rome and the verdict

rendered by the Egperar himself (who at this time was Nero). Paul may have used

this right of appeal to Caesar in order to settle once and for all the question of
/{,-\. Hogo. 2 -'f,. - e

whether or not Christianity was a legitimate religion Judaism, Xh any
case Festus was quite relieved to be taken off the hook with the Jews.
B. Festus and Adrippa, 13-27. Festus was on the spot for he had to make a report of

Paul's case and he,of —krnew realized that he was innocent. His situation was

relieved somewhat by the routine visit of Eimg Agrippa and Bernice(th#s is the son

ofHerod Agrippa I of chapter 12). Festus rehearsed the events which led to Paul's
belief in hi= Paul 's
appeal to Caesar and reaffirmed hls 1nnocence as far as Roman law was concerned.

Op L . 7

L.
PNVt i

Agrippa's interest was aroused and he asked to hear Paul, whlch Festus was only to glad

IV

to daz anpange. The next day Paul was brought to the chamber amid much pomp,

and Festus asked Agrippa to examine him in order that he, Festus, might have a definite
o e 1y
charge to include inid'letter to Caesar. YPerhaps they looked upon him with pity as
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they saw the chain. But more pity must have filled the heart of the great servant
of Christ as he saw the poor ldst souls bedecked with the miserable finsel of earth"
(A.C.Gaebelein, The Actw of the Apostles, p. Yol ).
VII. DEFENSE BEFORE AGRIPPA IN CAESAREA, 26:1-32

Having appealed to Caesar Paul was not actually required to defned himself
before Agrippa. Nevertheless he seized upon i%—;;;;n opportunity to witness to this Jewish
king. Thisi}g;é remarkable speech, for in it Paul shbwﬁhgreat tack and courtesy, yet
he‘gé?gointed and truthful. There are at least four personal appeals to the king
himself (vv. 2,13,19,27).

Cike

A. His pre-conversion d&ys, 1-11

—
L P
1= Anses

In-this=seebiton Paul spoke of his life as a zealous Bharisee. Sincerity, not
hypocrisy, was the keynote of his life. Because he was a sincere Pharisee he
beixeyedzinzkhez tried to live a blameless life (vv.4-5), he believed in the

promises God made to the Jews (v.6), and he persecuted zealously the heretical sect

473

of &é;é%‘followerstf;;:.§—11). All 6f these things were quite consistent with a
sincdre Pharisaical life, but they show how sincerely wrong a man can be.
The phrase "“gave my vote" in verse 10 may be used officially (showing Paul wqgﬂéuﬂ_ﬁ
allowing that
a member of the Sanhedrin and thus married) er it may be used unofiicially (skewing
he was not).
B. His Conversion, 12-18, Paul then proceeded to show that his subsequent change of
life could only be explained by what happened on the road to Damascus. fgkwas there
that he recognized Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah and fulfiller of the promises
made to the fathers. It was there too that Paul was commissioned'éa go to the
Gentiles "to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satna unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and
inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith¥ that is in Christ"(V., 18).
C. His post-conversion life, 19-23
Paul's subsequent life was one of obedience to the commission given him
at his conversion. Once again he reiterated the gospel to this distinguished

audience (vv. 22-23),
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D. The Verdiéts,Zh-BZ. Festus interrupted to pronounce his own verdict by saying
exactly
that Paul was maqﬂl Paul answered him soberly and reasonably--in gusk the opposite

o > ol
wvay from a madman. Paul then turned to Agrippa E;éﬁaﬁiy notic£;§ that the Lord was
bringing conviction to his heart and addressed a direct question to the king: "Believest
thou the prophets?" Hf Agrippa saidno,then his reputation for orthodoxy would have
vanished. If he said yes, then he would have been in the position of agreeing

publiclyﬁwith Paul' argument. It was one thing to be have an academic interest in

what Paul was saying; it was quite another thing to confess Christ publicly.

4 S

So Agribpa eepiimd passed the é;, - off by replying, ¥ In short, you are trying

to persuade me to be a Christian" {v. 28). Again Paul very solemnly answered
with a play on the words "in shortéj "in short or in much; i.e., with a few or with
many words, with ease or with difficulty, I would to God that not only thou but also
all that hear me this day were altoghether such as I am except these bonds" (v. 29).
With this the King arose)signifying the end of the audience. Afterward he declared
Paul's innocence (cf. 23:29; 25:25).
VIII. DEPORTATION TO ROME, 27:1--28:16

Tyis chapter is one of the most descriptive pieces of literature in the
New TEstament, corresponding to the first chapter of Jonah in the 0ld T.stament.
A sea voyage was not something looked forward to by the ancients. Incommodious

probhbhilgty
ships, the pmssibikXikg of long delays, and the psessibility of shipwreck did not

1 . o
i

make the anticipation of a borage a pleasure.\?éﬁl himseli:ﬁﬁ“this-one léft Palemtine
L ™

in August of September and did not arrive;unfil March having lost his ship and

e T '
his belongings in the meanwhile.
A. Caesarea to Myra, 1-5. Paul was delivered over to Julius, a centurion, for the
trip to Rome. Luke again joined him (notice the "we" in v.2). At Sidon Paul
was allowed to visit his friends, for as a Roman citizen he was to be treated
courteously and considered innocent until judged otherwise by Caesar. They then
sailed to the east and north of Cyprus to Myra onthe southern coast of Asia Minor

‘a
where Paul and the others were trans-shipped to zhezvessel from Ehypt.
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B, Myra to Crete, 6-8. At Myra the party found a ship coming from Alexandria and
1)) R j
bound for Rome., The,embarked and came with difficulty to Fair Havens, a small

bay on the southern coast of Crete.

C. Crete to Malta, 9-26. Time was quickly passing and soon the sea/yould be closed
/“\/_& {!-- . 5 Y

to all shipping. Luke notes that the fast was already past which.mee%ﬁ that

the Day of Atonement.wazszpastz This means that it was already October and the

Lapwiedoth,

sea would be e yrclosed to all nagigation by November. Even then it was

the centurion
dangerous to set sail., Paul warned Julius butﬂin¥§hs preferred to believe the

captain &f the ship; so they set sail. They hoped at least to be able to spend the
winter in Phenice which was a good harbor on the south coast of Crete. Fair Havens
was too exposed, te—winter—in, But as they sailed along the coast a wind caught them
and they could do nothing but let the ship run with it., They hauled in the dinghy
which was normally towed at the stern (v. 17); they undergirded the ship with cables
to strengthen it; and they lowered the mainsail, The next day they lightened the
ship , and the day following they jettisoned the ship's gear with their own hands
(vv. 18-19). (Later even the cargo was cast overboard, v.33).

At this point Paul spoke up. He reminded them that he had warned them not

an aggegkl from
to leave Crete, but he assured them that no life would be lost because,God had

A
285 seitez told him so. He also predicted that they would be cast up on some
island. This-happened-en-the-tith-pighi-of-the-sbonm--
D, The Shipwreck, 27-1}

On the fourteenth night of the storm this came to pass. By taking soundings
they realized that they were approaching land and so they dropped the anchorsfuz38jiz
}J;éitiﬁé for daylightﬂ%ﬁat they might get ashore safely (v. 30).. In the meantime
practical Paul encouraged all aboard to eat something since they had not eaten
for the entire two weeks. Vhen daylight came they weighed anchor and headed the
ship foward the shore, but running aground in a narrow channel they ship began to
break up (v. 41). The sa%iors wanted to kill the prisoners, but Julius would not
permit it. Instead those who could wwim were order to jump overboa dﬁandzzhmz while

t I .
he others g51310wed using planks from the ship to help them get to %amd shore safely.
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exaetly
I this—way—alt-were—saved as Paul predieteds |
In this way all were saved, though the ship was lost, exactly as Paul predicted.
Throughout the entiee voyage Paul's presence of mind and ascendency to a place of
AV e
leadership, though a prisoner, mweee remarkable. Too, the pwident hand of God
and LAZee
controlling every wind, wave, officer, sailorswas evident. All circumstances are
under His loving control.
7, Malta, 28:1-11. Although mesize three months (November, December, and January) were
spent on MAlta only two events during that time are recorded. The first occurred
immediately on landing. As the peepiezw shipwregked people were building a fire
and Paul was helpiﬁaza snake bit him. £The word barbarous in v. 2 does not mean
7

uncivilized but rather non-Greek) and it is used from Luke's viewpoint). Although

there are no poimonous snakes there now apparently there were in that day, for

a A (Fr. Ly i
the Maltese expected Paul to shﬂw ill e&fects, 'But when he did not, they comsidered
£
thatomriracle had nappened. said he was a god.

the
The seconé event was the healing of Pubiius' father. Publius was & chief man

in the island, and his father suffered Hrom a fever and dysentery ("bloody flux" >A;¢(§
literally means this). After prayer and the laying on of Paul's hands he was
healdd. As a result others conshilited Paul and &sk Dr. Luke (note the 'us'" and "we"

in v. 10). ZEvidently some were healed supernaturally and others through the

- N

nab¥PFE1l medical means at Luke's command. V Those healed qulte properly paid their

phyuiclagﬁ and AIter three months the grgap boarded another Shlp from Alexandria
for Rome.

F Malta to Rome, 12-16.From Malta they sailed to Syracuse in Sicily, then to
%heglum on the toe of Italy, and finally to Puteoli in the Bay of Naples.

Puteoli was the principal port in soufthern Italy and a chief port for discharging
grain from Egypt. It is not surprising to read that there were Christians there,
with whom

and Paul stayed for a week, The brethren in Rome also heard of his arrival and
mert travelled the 23 miles from Rome to Appii Forum on the Appian Way to meet him,
This was a great encouragmment to the apostle., Finally he arrived in Rome itself,
and was delivered by Julius to the captain of the gmard though he was permitted

//\' ( '7 Jtl,- /
ta_bsmxx; 4gggjggeev
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¥ZI IX. DETENTION IN ROME, 28:17-31 ‘
A, el P 4
Paul) did not waste any time beginning his ministry in RomQTfollowiﬁg'
- -

\or

the usual pattern qu

During his first interview with the J€ leaders of the Jewish community in Rome ,Paul

to the Jew first and then the Gentile(cf. Rom 9:1-23.10:1).

simply testified of his innocence. They replied that thjy had heard nothing of
T

his case but that they would be willing to hear him again concerning sd thé}Waj.
The fact that they had had no wogtd from the Jews in Palestine concerning Pault's case
seems to indicate that tke Paul's persecutors had decided not to prosecute the case
further probably because they realized that Caesar would pronounce Paul not guilty.
By not showing up in Rome to prosecute
FFhey would simply let the case go by default, and Roman law would keep Paul there
more than ~
FlS months before he could be judged innocent by default., In this way Paul would
be kept out of circulation and yet the Jews would not riskk allowing Christianity

to be judged a non-treasonous religion.(cf. W.M. Ramsay, The Tgaching_of Paul in

Terms of the Present DAy, pp. 346-71).

During the second interview Paul spoke in more detail concerning the
As began to depart
Lord Jesus. Some agreed with him and some did not. AZ£ier they wewre-depawiing Paul
reminded them of the prophecy of Isaiah that their hearts would be hardened as on
hearing the truth. He would then be free to tumn to the Gentiles with the message
which he did as much as the relative freedom of confinement in his own hired house
permitted. Paul may have been kept out of dirculation for these two years, but
he was certainly not kept silent.
stop
Why does the Acts pmamZuds at this point? I suppose we would ask that question
no matter where Luke had chosen to conclude his story. Although we may not
fully comprehend his purpose, whatever it was apparently Luke considered it completed
with Paul's arrival in Rome, and thus he felt free to cldse his record.\fibuj
Lo
Foile~ , he may have used thiéstime two years time to cempiete the writing of Acts and he may
have wished to issue it even before Paul/g was released. At any rate Luke was
satisfied that his purpose had been fulfilled, for he had recorded some of the things

i : : TAls
that the risen Jesus Cpkist had continued to do (ef. 17 :1),and there is no conclusion

——

“to that story. /(For a fuller discussion of Luke's purposes, see the author's >
,_—-——___—’/ - /,-

— e

5Biblica1 Theology of the New Testament, pp. 103-107).




